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I S T R D n C T I I. 



The following work ia neither the life of Luther tmiied into 
an historical romance, nor a, history of the establishment of 
Lutheracism, but a biography, consisting of a series of Iran- 
scripts from Luther's own revelations. With the exception of 
the events of the earlier years of Jiis life when Luther could 
not have been the penman, the transcribe h Id m h d 
easion to hold the pen himself. His task 1 as b 1 J t 
selecting, arranging, and fixing tl e cl I y f d t 1 d 
passages. Throughout tlie woik L the 1 pi 

man— Lutier's life is told by Luthei h If Wh Id be 

so daring as to interpolate his own express n nt tl 1 uag 
of such a man ! Our business i. to 1 t n t n t t pt 
him : a rule we have observed as st ly as is p bl 

This work, which was not published til 183 w Im t 
entirely written during the yeara 18 8 d ISSO Th 
translator of the Scienza NuMa* felt at tl at p 1 ! ly 
consciousness of tke necessity of tracing f m fl t t! 

application, of studying the general in tl nd du 1 } t y 
iabiography, htimanity in one man; and th an 1 hd 

been in the highest rank of mankind, an individual wlio had 
been both an entity and an idea ; a perfect rnan, too — a man 
both of thought and action ; a man, in fine, whoso whole life 
was known, and that in the greatest detail — a :nan, whose every 
act and word had been remarked and registered. 

' M. Michelut alluJi^s to tiis versicii of Vice's gi^eat work. 
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X IWTEODUCTIOK. 

If Luther has not written his own memoire, he has, at the 
least, supplied admirable materials for the task* His corro- 
spondence is scarcely less voluminous than Voltaire's ; and 
there t n fh d "i at pol mical works into which 

he has n t i du d u t nti al detail which the bio- 

grapi m y tu n to ad a t All his words, too, were 

greed ly ^ a d by h d pi good, bad, insigniacaot, 
nothin escpdtl 11 J at I ppod fromLuiherin his 

most f n ha e, 1 1 fi de, m his garden, at table, 

after supper, his most trifling remark to his wife or his chil- 
dren, his most trivial reflection, went straightway into their 
note-books. A man so closely watched and followed must have 
been constantly letting fall words which he would have wished 
to recall. ^ Lutherans have subsequently had occasion to regret 
their infflfeereet records, and would willingly have erased this 
line, that page ; but Quod scriptum est, scriplum est (What is 
written, is written). 

In these records, then, we have Luther's veritable confes- 
sions — careless, unconnected, involuntary, and, therefore, the 
more veritable confessions. Assuredly, Rousseau's are less 
ingenuous; St. Augustiii's less full, Jess diversified. 

Had Luther himself written every word of this biography, 
it would take its rank between the two works just alluded 'to. 
It presents at once the two sides, which they give separately. 
In St. Augustin's, passion, nature, alid human individuality, 

' For Luther's German works I have followed the Wittemberg edi- 
tion, in 13 vols. fol. 1539-1559 ; for his Latin, the Wittemberg edition, 
in 7 vols. fol. I5f5-I53S, and, occasionally, that of Jena, in 4 vols. fol. 
1600-1613 ; for the " Tiaohreden," the Frankfort edlfion, in fol. 1B68. 
Aa for the extracta from Luther's letters, their dates ate so carefully 
given in the text, that the reader has only to turn to De Wette's ex- 
cellent edition (5 vols. 8vo., Berlin, 1335), to lay hands upon fiiem at 
ones. I have availed myself of some othov works besides Luther's,— 
of Eckert's, Seckendorff's, Maieineke's, &c. 
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are only shown, in order to be immolated at the shrine of divine 
grace. The saint's confessions are the history of a crisis un- 
dergone by tlie soul, of a regeneration, of a vUa nvova (a new 
life) ; he would have blushed at making us more intimately 
acr[uainted with that worldly life on which he had turned his 
back. The reverse is the case with Rousseau. Grace is out 
of the question; nature reigns with undivided, all-triumphant, 
and undisguised sway ; so much so, as at times to excite dis- 
gust. Luther presents, not grace and nature in equilibrium, 
but in their most agonising strife. Many other men have 
suffered Ihe struggles of sensibility, the excruciating tempta- 
tions of doubt. Pascal clearly enduri^d them all, but stifled 
them, and died of the effort. Lufher conceals nothing : ho 
could not contain himself. He suffers us to see and to sound 
the deep plague-sore inherent in our nature, and is, perhaps, 
the only man ia whose moral structure we can fmd a pleasure 
in studying this fearful anatomy. 

Hitherto, all that has been shown oi' Luther is his battle 
with Rome. "VVe give his whole life, his struggles, doubts, 
temptations, consolations ; a picture in which the man en- 
grosses us as much as, and more than, the partisan. We show 
this violent and terrible reformer of the North not only in his 
eagle's nest at Wartbourg, or braving the emperor and the 
empire in the diet at Worms, but in his house at Witlemberg, 
in tlie midst of his grave friends, of his children, who cluster 
round his fable, walking with them in his garden, by the bor- 
der of the small pond, in that melancholy cloister which be- 
came a family residence ; here we hear him dreaming aloud, 
and finding in all surrounding objects, the flowers, the i'ruit, . 
the bird that flits by, food for grave and pious thoughts. 

But the sympathy which may be inspired by Luther's ami- 
able and powerful personal character must not influence our 
judgment with regard to the docti'ine he taught or the conse. 
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qupnces which naturally flow from it. This man, who made 
so energetic a use of liberty, revived the Augiiatinian theoiy 
of the annihilation of liberty, and has immolated free-will to 
grace, man to God, morality to a sort of providential fatality. 

The friends of liberty in our days are fond of citing the 
fatalist, Luther. At first, this strikes one as strange. But 
Luther fancied that he saw himself in John Huss and in the 
Vaudois, champions of free-will. Tho fact is, that these spe- 
culative doctrines, however opposed tliey may seem, take their 
ri'ie m one and the same principle of action — the sovereignty 
of mdividual reason , in other words, in resistance to the tra- 
ditional principle, to authority. 

Therefore, it is not incorrect to say that Luther has been 
the re&torer of liberty in modern times. If he denied it in 
theoiy, he established it in practice. If ho did not create, he 
at least courageously affixed his signature to that great revo- 
lution, which rendoied the right of examination lawful ia 
Europe And if we exercise in all its plenitude at this day 
this fiist *ind higheal pnvilege of human intelligence, it is to 
him we are most y mdebfed for it ; nor can we think, speak, 
or write, wilhuut beinK made conscious at every step of the 
immense benefit of tl is intellectual enfranchisement. To 
^^hom du I owe the power of publishing what I am even now 
inditing, except to the liberator of modern thought ? 

This debt paid to Luther, we do not fear to confess that our 
strongest sympathies do not lie this way. The reader must 
not expect to find here the examination of the causes which 
rendered tho victory of Protestantism inevitable. We shall 
not display, after the example of so many others, the wounds 
of a Church in which we were born, and which is dear to us. 
Poor, aged mother of the modern world, denied and beaten by 
her son, it is not I, of a surety, wlio would wish to wound her 
afresh. Elsewhere, wc shall take occasion to express liow 
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INTRODUCnOS. SlU 

much more judicious, fruitful, and oomp.^te, if it be not more 
logical, the catholic doctrine appears to us than that of any 
of the sects which have risen up against her. It is her weak- 
ness, but her greatness liltewise, to have excluded n \ f 
man's invention, and to have sought to satisfy a n and 1 
same time the contradictory principles of the h mai m d 
It was this, and this only, which afforded those w 1 d d 
man 1o such or suoh a given principle the means f 1 asy 
triumph over her. The universal, in whatever b 
understood, is wealt against the special. Heresy means chtnce, 
a speciality, — speciality of opinion, speciality of country. 
Wickliffand John Huss were ardent patriots ; the Saxon Lu- 
ther was the Arminius of modern Germany. The Church, 
universal in time, space, and doctrine, was inferior to each of 
her opponents, inasmuch as she possessed but one common 
means. She had to struggle for the unity of the world with 
the opposing forces of the world ; inasmuch as the larger 
number were with her she wis encumbered with the luke- 
warm and timid , m her political capacity she had to encoun- 
ter all worldh temptations , the centre of religious belief, she 
was inundtttd with numberless local beliefs against which 

1 Id h dly h y d p p y SI 

pp d to h Id 

d 1 1 k d 1 ! b f 1 y 



m 111 1 


d d 1 byd ^ d 


b f d m d d 


h f p dm h 1 


d f mp 


pp h 1 d 1 pi 


Gh 1 1 I A 'i 


1 h 1 p d Tl 


p d p f d mysti 


f i Rh d f 1 L C 


h d pi 


V tl p 1 1 b fh 


own Alps, could easily ace 


uso of adultery and prostitution her 
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who had received and adopted DVerything. Eacii rivalet may 
say to the ocean : — " I descend from my mountains, I know 
no other water than my own ; thou art the receiver of the 
impurities of the whole world." — " Yes ; but I am the 
Ocean." 

All this might be said, and ought to be developed ; and no 
k Id (1 t d f ■ 1 d tion than one 

dlitdt hd Tk hw Luther was 

p 1! d t d d t ff th t 1 1 h timself calls 
(7 i mest f f p h d t! great and 

unh liy m 1 t tl h mmd ts wanderings 

ttl 7 tltl dhld nsigned it to 

slumber on the pillow of grace ; to appreciate the powerless- 
ness of his attempt to ally God and man, it would be neces- 
sary to be cognizant of the most important attempts of the kind, 
made both before and after his day, by the mystics and ralion- 
alists ; in other words, to sketch the whole history of the 
Christian religion. At some future time, perhaps, I may be 
tempted to give such an inlroductioii. 

Why, then, put off this too ,' Why begin so many things, 
and always stop before you complete ? If the answer be 
thought of consequence, I willingly give it. 

Midway in Roman History, I encountered Christianity in its 
infancy. Midway in the History of France, I encountered it 
aged and bowed down ; here, I have met it again. Whither, 
soever I go, it is before me ; it~bars my road and hinders me 
from passing. 

Touch Christianity ! if is only they who know it not, who 
would not hesitate. . . . For nne, I call to mind the nights 
when I nursed a sick mother. She suffered from remaining 
in the same position, and would ask to be moved, to be helped 
to turn in her bed — the filial hands would not hesitate ; how 
mova her aching limbs ! 
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Many are the years that tiese ideas have beset me ; and, 
.11 this season of storms, they ever constitute the torment and 
the dreams of my solitude. Nor am I in any haste to con- 
elude this internal converse, which is sweet to myself at the 
least, and wliich should make me a better man, or to part as 
yet from these my old and cherished meditations. 
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THE LIFE OF LUTHtR. 



BOOK THE FIRST. 

A.D. 14S3— 1521. 

CHAPTER I. 

A.D. 1483—1517. 

Birth Education of T.uther.-His Ordination, Tomptations, and Joumej 
to Roma. 

■•I« thB many comisalions I have had witli Mdaoclhon, I 
ha™ told him my whole life from beginning to end. I am a 
oearanf. mn, and my father, gtandfathct, aod great-grand- 
Ser "ere dl common p.a.anB,. My father ,enlto'ka».- 
told,-.nd got employment in the mines therii ; and there 1 wa. 
bori. That I should ever take my bachelor of arts and doc 
to™ degree, &o, seemed hot to ho In the stars How I must 
have .urprised follts by turning moult; and tbo,,, again, by 
changing the biuwu cap for another ! By so doing 1 occa. 
,ione3 real grief and lioubl. to my father. Afterwards I 
went to loggirs with the pope, married a runaway nun, and 
had a family. Who foresaw thi.^ in the stars! Who could 
have told my career beforehand J" . , m -,-.. T ..tl,„r 

John Luther, the father of the celebrated Martm Luther, 
was of Mon. or Mcerke, a small village of oaxony, near 
Eisenach. His mother was the daughter of a lawyer of the 
kst named town: or, according to . tradition, which strikes 
™ ."he preferable one of th. two, of Neust.dt m F™"""!; 
A modern writer state., but without giving any authority fo. 
the anecdote, tliat John Luther, having had the misfortune to 
2* 
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18 TiiE LIFE OF LUTHER. 

kill a peasant who was herding his cattle in a meadow, waa 
forced to fly to Eisleben, and afterwards to the valley of Maos- 
feld. His wife, who was in the family-way, accompanied him , 
and, on reaching Eisleben, she was brought to bed of Martio 
Luther. The father, a poor miner, had great dLTia^f.y b 
supporting his family, and, as will presently be seen, his chil- 
dren were sometimes obliged to have recourse to charity. 
Yet, inslead of making them help him with their labor, he 
chose that they should go to school. John Luther seems to 
have been a simple and single-hearted man, and a sincere 
believer. When his pastor was administering consolation to 
him on his death-bed : " He must be a cold-blooded man," was 
his remark, " who does not believe what you are telling me." 
His wife did not survive him a year (a.d, 1531), They were 
at this time in the enjoyment of a small property, for which 
they were no doubt indebted to their son. John Luther left 
at his death, a house, two iron furnaces, and aboat a thousand 
thalers in ready money. The arms of Luther's father, for 
peasants assumed arms in imitation of the armorial bearings 
of the nobles, were a hammer, no more. Luther was not 
ashamed of his parents. He has consecrated their names by 
inserting them in the formulary of his marriage service : 
" WiU Siou, Hans (John), talce Gretke (Margaret) totliy wedded 
wife," &c. 

"It is my pious duty," he says irTa letter to Melancthon, 
informing him of his father's death, " to mourn him of whom 
it was the will of the Father of Mercy that I should be born, 
him by whose labor and sweat God has supported and made 
me what I am, worm though I be. Assuredly I rejoice that 
be lived unto this day, to see the light of truih. Blessed be 
the counsels and the decrees of God for ever ! Amen 1" 

Martin Luther, or Luder, or Lother {for so he sometimes 
signs himself), was bom at Eisleben, on the 10th of Novem- 
ber, 1483, at eleven in the evening. Sent at an early age to 
school at Eisenach (a.d. 14S9), he sang in the streets for a 
livelihood, as was a common practice at that time with poor 
German students. We are made acquainted with this circum- 
stance by himself: — " Let no one speak contemptuously be- 
fore me of the poor.' companions,' who go about singing and 
crying at every door, Panem propter Deam ! (bread for God's 
sake !) You fenoiv that the Psalm says—' Princes and kiiiia 
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EDUCATION OF I.UTIIEU. li) 

have sung.' I, myself, have been a poor mendicant, and have 
received bread at the doora of houses, particularly in Eisen- 
ach, my beloved city I" He at length met with a more cer- 
tain livelihood, as well as an asylum, in the house of dame 
Ursula, wife or widow of John Schweicltard, who took pity on 
tlie poor wandering child ; and he was enabled by this chari- 
table woman to study four years at Eisenach. In 1501, he 
entered the university of Erfurtb, where he was supported by 
his father. In one of his worlts, Luther mentions his bene- 
factress in terras of tenderest emotion, and for her sake valued 
the sex all his life. After essaying theology, he was per- 
suaded by his friends to devote himself to the study of the 
law, which, in that day, was the path to all lucrative offices in 
both church and state ; bat he never seemed to have been 
attached to it. He preferred general literature, and especially 
music, which was his passion, and which he cultivated all his 
life, and taught his children. He does not hesitate to own his 
opinion that, next to theology, music is the first of the arts : — 
" Music is the art of the prophets ; the only one which, like 
theology, can calm the troubles of the soul, and put the devil 
to flight." He touched the lute, played on the flute. Per- 
hip5 he would have succeeded in other arts. He was the 
fund of the ^eat painter, Lucas Cranach. He was, it 
seems, skilful with his hands, and acquired the art of turning. 
His predilection fir music and literature, and the constant 
reading of the poets, with which he diversified his study of 
logic and of law, were far from foreshadowing the serious 
part which he was destined to play in the history of religion ; 
and it IS presumable, from various tradifional anecdotes, that 
notwithstandmg his application to his studies, he led the life of 
the German students of the day, and participated in their 
noisy habits their gaiety in the midst of indigence, their union 
of a warlike exlanor with sweetness of soul and a peaceful 
spirit and of all the parade of a disorderly life with purity of 
morals Certainly, if any one had met iWartin Luther, tra- 
velling on foot fiom Eifuith to Mansfeld, in the third week of 
Lentjin the year 1603, with his swtrd and huntiag-knife at 
his side, and constantly hurting hiriself with these weapons 
of his, he would never have thought that tho awkward stu- 
dent would in a short time overthrow the tb;-ninioii of the 
catholic church throughout half of Europe. 
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3i) TUB LIFE Of LUTIIER. 

Ill 1505, the young man's life was aeeidentally turned into 
quite a new channel. A fnend of his was struck dead by 
lightning at his side. He uttered a cry ; and that cry was a 
vow to St. Anne to turn monk. The danger over, he made no 
attempt to elude a vow into which he had hee.ii surprised hy 
terror, he solicited no dispensation ; he regarded the stroke 
which he conceived himself to have narrowly escaped, as a 
menace and command from Heaven, and only deferred the 
fulfilment of the obligation he had undertaken for a fortnight. 
On the 17th of July, 1505, alter having spent the evening 
pleasantly in a musical party, witJi his friends, he entered the 
same night the cloister of the Augustin's, at Erfurth, taking 
with him only his Plautos and his Virgil. The next day, he 
wrote to various parties bidding them farewell, informed Ins 
father of the step he had taken, and remained secluded a whole 
month. He was conscious how much he still clung to the 
world ; and feared to face his father's respected countenance, 
his commands, and his prayers. In fact, it took two years to 
persuade John Luther to allow him his way, and to consent to 
be present at his ordiHalion, A day on which the miner could 
quit his work was fixed for the ceremony ; and he came to 
Erfurth, accompanied by many of i>is friends, when he be- 
stowed on the son he was losing twenty florins, the amount of 
his savings. 

It must not be supposed that the new priest was impelled by 
any particular fervor to conti'act so serious an engagement. 
We have seen the baggage of mundane literature which he 
brought with him into the cloister. Let us hear his own con. 
fession of the frame of mind with which he entered : " When 
I said my first mass at Erfurth, I was all but dead, for 1 was 
without faith. My only thought was, that I was most accept- 
able, I had no idea that I was a sinner. The first mass was 
an event much lool'cd to and a considerable sum of money 
was always coll ! Ti ho cb canoniciz were borne in with 
torches. The da yoi g h d &a the peasants called their 
new priest, had th a t d with his motiier, if she were 

still alive, wfiil t tl by t d rs wept for joy ; if dead, he put 
her, as the phras und the communion-cup, and saved 

her from purgat ry 

Luther havin^ obtamed bis wish, having become priest and 
monk, ail being consummated and tlic door closed, .■'Jiere then 
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OHDiriATJO^f OF LiJTiu;a. 3i 

began, I do not say regrets, but misgivings, doubts, the temp- 
tations of tlie flesh, the pernicious subtleties of the spirit. We 
of the present day can have but a faint idea of the rude gym- 
nastics of the solitary mind. Our passions are regulated ; we 
stifle them in their birth. How can we, plunged in the ener- 
vating dissipation of a thousand businesses, studies, and easy 
enjoyments, and blunted by precocious satiety both of the 
senses and the mind, picture to ourselves the spiritual conflicts 
entered into by the man of the middle age ? the painful mys- 
teries of an abstinent and fantastic life; the fearful fights 
which have taken place, noiselessly and unrecorded, betwixt 
the wall and the sombre casement of the monk's poor cell 1 
An archbishop of Mentz was accustomed to say : " The hu- 
man heart is like the stones of a mill ; if you put corn between 
them they giind it and make it into flour j but if you put none 
they keep turning fill they giiiid tliemselves away." . . . 
" When I was a monk," says Luther, " I often wrote to Dr* 
Staupitz. I ones wrote to him, ' Ok ! my sins ! my sins ! 
my sins !' to which he replied, ' You desire to be without sin, 
and yet are free from all real sin. Christ was the pardon for 
siii.'"'. . . "I frequently confessed to Dr. Staupitz, not 
about trifles such as women are in the habit of doing, but 
about thoughts which go to the root of the matter. He an- 
swered me, like all other confessors, ' I don't understand you.' , 
At last he came to me as I was sitting at fable, and said, 'Are 
you BO sad, then, fraier Marline ?' ' Ah !' replied I, ' yes I 
am.' • You are not awaie,' he said, ' that temptation of the 
kind is good and neoeasory for you, but only for you.' He 
simply meant tJmt I was learned, and, witliout such tempta- 
tions, would become proud and haughty ; but I afterwards 
knew tliat it was the Holy Ghost that was speaking to me." 

Elsewhere, Luther describes how those temptations had re- 
duced him to such a condition that he did not eat, drink, or 
sleep for a fortnisht. " Ah ! were St. Paul now living, how 
should I wish to hear from himself what kind of temptation it 
was by which he was tried ! It was not the sting of the flesh ; 
it was not the good Tecla, as the Papists dream. Oh ! no ; 
tliat were not a sin to rack bis conscience. It was something 
exceeding the despair caused by sins ; it was rather the temp- 
tation alluded to by the Psalmist, when he exclaims, ' My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me V As if he meant to 
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say, ' Thou art my enemy without a cause ;' or the cry of 
.fob; 'I am, nevertheless, just and innocent.' I feel certain 
that the boolt of Job is a true history, out of which a poem 
was subsequently made. . . , Jerome and the other fathers 
did not undergo such temptations. They suffered but puerile 
ones, those of the flesh, which, however, have their own panga, 
too. Auffustin and Ambrose had theirs ; they trembled before 
the sword; but this is nothing in comparison with the angel 
of Satan, wlio huffeis iviih the fats. ... If my life endure a 
little longer I wiU write a book on temptations, without tinder- 

foing which one can neither comprehend Holy Scripture nor 
now the love and fear of God," — ". ... I was ill in the 
infirmary. The cruellest temptations exhausted and racked 
my frame, so that I had scarcely power to draw a breath. 
None gave me comfort. Those to whom I complained, an- 
swered, ' We know nothing of this.' Then I said to myself: 
' Am I alone to be so depressed in mind V . . . Oh ! what 
horrible spectres and faces danced around me ! . . . But, for 
these ten years, God, by his dear angels, has given me the 
comfort of fighting and writing {in his cause ?)," 

Long after this, the year before his death, he explains the 
nature of these fearful temptations : — " From the time that I 
attended the' schools, I had felt, when studying St. Paul's 
. Epistles, the most intolerable anxiety to know the intent of St. 
Paul's Epistle to the Romans. I stucic at one phrase — JustiUa 
Dei reveialur in iUo (for therein is the righteousness of God 
revealed). I hated that word, JustUia Dei {the righteousness 
of Giod), because I had learnt to understand it, with the school, 
men, of that active justice, through which God is just, and 
punbhes the unjust and sinners. Leading the life of a blame- 
less monk, yet disturbed by the sinner's uneasy conscience, 
and unable to feel certainof justification before God, I could not 
love, rather, I must confess it,l hated this just God, the avenger of 
sin. I waxed wroth, and murmured loudly within myself, ul did 
not blaspheme — ' What,' I said, ' is it not enough that unhappy 
sinners, already eternally lost through original sin, are over- 
whelmed with innumerable woes by the law of tJie decalogue, 
but must God heap" suflering upon suffering, sid menace us 
in the Gospel itself with his justice and his wrath ?'..■! was 
hurried out of myself on this wise by the uneasiness of my 
conscience, and kept constantly recurring to and sifling the 
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same passage, with a burning desire to penetrate St. Paul's 
meaning. 

"As I meditated day and oiglit upon the words ; ' For therein 
is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith : as it 
is written, The just shall live by faith,' God at length took pity 
upon me. I perceived that the righteousness of God is that by 
which the just man, through God's goodness, lives^ that is to 
say, failli,; and that the meaning of the passage is— the 
Gospel reveals the righteousness of God, a pasdve righteous- 
ness, though whicli the God of mercy justifies us hy faith. 
On this I felt as if I were born agaio, and seemed to be ecter. 
ing through the opening portals of Paradise. . . . Some time 
afterwards I read St. Augustin's work. Of the LeOer and the 
Spirit, and found, contrary to my expectation, that he also 
understands by the righteousness of God, that which God 
imputes to us by justifying us ; a coincidence which afforded 
me gratification, although the subject is imperfectly stated in 
the work, and this fatlier does not explain himself fully or 
clearly on the doctrine of imputation. . . ." 

In order to confirm Luther in the doctrine of grace, there 
wanted but his visiting the country in which grace had become 
extinct, that is, Italy. We need not describe the Italy of the 
Borgias. There indisputably existed at this period a charac- 
teristic of which history has seldom or never presented another 
instance ; a reasoning and scientific perversity, a magnificent 
ostentation of crime ; to sum up the whole in one word, the 
priest-atheist, king in his own belief of the world. This 
belonged to the age ; but what belonged to the country, and 
what cannot change, is the unconquerable paganism which 
■ has ever existed in Italy; where, despite every eiTort, nature 
is pagan, and art follows nature, a glorious comedy, tricked 
out by Raphael, and sung by Ariosto. The men of the North 
could but faintly appreciate all that there is of grave, lofty, and 
divine in Italian art, discerning in it only sensuality and carnal 
temptations; their best defence against which was to close 
their eyes and pass on quickly, cursing as tliey passed. Nor 
were they less shocked by Italy's austerer part, policy and 
jurisprudence. The Germanic nations have ever instinctively 
rejected and cursed the Roman law. Tacitus describes hrm, 
on the defeat of Varus, the Germans took their revenge on the 
juridical forms to which he had endeavored to subject tJibm : 
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ha ag na led the head of a Roman lawyer to a tree, one of 
hesa ba 1 arians ran his tongue through willi a bodkin, ex- 
claim n "Hiss, viper! hiss, now!" This hatred of the 
1 g s pe petuated throughout the Middle Age, was, as it will 
be aimly paBrticipated in by Luther ; as, indeed, might 

ha e b n expected. The legist and the theologian are the 
two poles — the one helievea in liberty, the other in grace ; 
the one in man, the other in Giod. Italy has always entertained 
the first of these beliefe ; and the Italian reformer, Savonarola, 
who preceded Luther, only proposed a change in works and 
manners, and not in faith. 

Behold Luther in Italy. The hour that one first descends 
from the Alps into this glorious land is one of joy, of vast 
■ hopes ; and, indisputably, Luther hoped to coniirm his faith in 
the holy city, and lay his doubts on the tombs of the holy 
apostles. Nor was he without a sense of the attraction of 
ancient, of classic Rome ; that sanctuary of the learned which 
he had eo ardently cultivated in hia poor Wittemberg. His 
first experience of the country is being lodged ia a monastery, 
built of marble, at Milan ; and bo as he proceeds from convent 
to convent, he finds it like. changing from palace to palace. In 
all, alike, the way of living ia lavish and sumptuous. The 
candid German was somewhat surprised at the magnificence 
in which humility arrayed herself, at the regal splendor that 
accompanied penitence ; and he once ventured.to tell the Italian 
monks that it would be better not to eat moat of a Friday ; an 
observation which nearly cost him his life, for he narrowly 
escaped an ambush tliey laid for him. He continues his 
journey, sad and undecided, on foot, across the burning plains 
of Lombardy. By the time he reaches Padua be is fairly ill ; 
but he persists, and enters Bologna a dying man. The poor 
traveller's bead has been overcome by the blaze of the Italian 
sun, by the strange sights he has seen, the strangeness of man- 
ners and of sentiments. He took to his bed at Bologna, the 
stronghold of the Roman law and the legists, in the firm ex- 
pectation of speedy death; strengthening himself by whisper-- 
ing in the words of the prophet and the apostle, " The just 
man lives by faith." In one of his conversations he displays 
with much simplicity the hori-or felt of Italy by the worthy 
Gtermans : " The Italians require no more lo talie away your 
life than that you should look into a glass ; and can deprive 
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you of all your senses by secret poisons. Tlie very air is 
deadly in Italy. They close the winder's with the greatest 
oare at night, and stop up all ;he crovious." Luther asserts 
that both he and tlie brother who accompanied htm fell ill 
through having slept with the windows opea ; hut two pome- 
granates that they eat, with God's grace, saved their lives. 
He resumed his journey, passed through Florence only, and 
at last entered Rome. He alighted at the convent of his 
order, near the Porta del Popoh. " As soon aa I arrived I 
fall on my knees, raised my hands to heaven, and exclaimed, 
' Hail, holy Rome, sanctified by holy martyrs, and the blood 
which they have shed liere !' " . . .In his enthusiasm, he says 
lie hastened to every sacred spot, saw all, believed all. But 
he soon discovered that ho was Ihe only believer. Cliristiahity 
seemed to be forgotten in this capital of the Christian world. 
The pope was no longer the scandalous Alexander VI., but the 
choleric and warlike Julius II. ; and this father of die faithful 
breathed only blood and desolation. His great artist, Michael 
Angelo, represented him hurl'ng his benedii,t'on at Bologna, 
like a Jupiter 1 urling thundei and Julius htid just given him 
aa order for a tomb to be as laige as a temple Iwas the 
monument of which the Mases a longat othi- statues, has 
come down to us 

The sole thought of the pope and of Ro o it th s period, 
was war with the French Had Luther undertaken to speak 
of grace and the powerlessness of works to tins strange priest, 
whi? besieged to»ns in person, and who but a short time before 
would not enter Mirandola except through the bleach, he would 
have met with a patient listener! His cardinals, so many 
officers serving their apprenticeships to war, were politicians, 
diplomatists, or else men of letters, learned men sprung from 
the ranks of the people, who only read Cicero, and would have 
feared to compromise their Latinity by opening the Bible. 
When speaking, of the pope, they syled him high pontiff; a 
canonized saint was, in their language, relatus mier divos 
(translated to Olympus) ; and if they did happen to let fall an 
allusion to Giod's grace, it was in the phrase, Deorum immor- 
laUum beneficiis (by the kind aid of the immortal Gods). Did 
our German take refuge in churches, he had not even the con- 
solation of hearing a good mass. The Roman priest would 
hurry through the divine saorifico so quickly, that when 
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Lather was no further than the Gospels, the muiister who per- 
formed service was dismissing the congregation witli tlie words, 
"Ite, mssa est" (Ye may go, service is over). These Italian 
priests would often presume to show off the freethinker, and, 
when consecrating the host, to exclaim, " Panis es, el panis 
manebis." {Bread thou art, and bread thou shall remain). 
To veil one's head and fly was the only resource left. Luther 
quilted Rome at the end of a fortnight, bearing with him into 
Germany the condemnation of Italy, and of the Church In 
his rapid and saddening visit, the Saxon had seen enough to 
enahle him to condemn, loo little to allow him to comprehend 
And, beyond a doubt, for a mind preoccupied witli the moial 
side of Christianity, to have discovered any religion m that 
. world of art, law, and policy, which constituted Italy w ould have 
required a singular effort of philosophy. " I would not, he 
somewhere says, " I would not have missed seeing Rome for 
a hundred thousand florins" fwhich woixls he repeats three 
times). " I should ever have been uneasy, lest I might have 
done injustice to the pope." 



The papacy was far from suspecting her danger. Ever since 
the thirteenth century, she had been clamored against and 
railed at ; until the world appeared to her to have been lulled 
to sleep hy the monotonous wranglings of the schools. There 
seemed nothing strikingly new left to be said : every one had 
talked himself out of breath. Wickliff, John Huss, Jerome of 
Prague, persecuted, condemned, and burnt, had, nevertheless, 
had time to make full clearance of their minds. The dootcra 
of the most Catholic University of Paris, the Pierre d'Aillys, 
the Oamengises, even the mild GJerson liimself, bad had. res. 
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pectively, tiiclr blow at llie papacy. Pnljent and tenacious, 
she lasted, however, and made eliift to live on ; and so the 
fifleenth century slipped away. The councils of Constaace 
and BSIe produced greater noise than result. The popes let 
them go oa talking, managed to get the Pragmatic acts revolted, 
quielly re-established their dominion in Europe, and founded a 
great sovereignty in Italy, Julius II. conquered for the 
church ; Leo X. for his family. The latter, young, worldly. 
miEded, fond of literature, a man both of pleasure and of 
business, like the rest of the Medicis, had all the passions of 
his age, both those of tlie old popes and those of his own day. 
He aimed at making the Medici kings ; and he himself sus- 
tained tiie part of the first king of Cliristendom, Independently 
of that expensive scheme of diplomacy which embraced all the 
states of'Europe, he maintained distant scientific relations, 
pushed his inquiries even into the north, and made a collection 
of the monuments of Scandinavian history. At Rome, he built 
St. Peter's, a duty bequeathed him by Julius II. ; wljo had 
not sufficiently calculated his resouice^, foi who cluW think 
of moaey when Michael Angelo laid such a pi m bttoie him ? 
Speaking of the Pantheon, he had said, "I -Bill hing it up 
three hundred feet high in the air." The poor Uoman state 
was not strong enough to contend with the magnificent Ecmus 
of such artists, whose conceptions eien the ancient Roman 
empire, the master of the world, would hardly have been able 
to realize, Leo X, had begun his pontificate by selling 
Francis I., what did not belong to him, the lights of the 
church of France; and, shortly afteiwaids, in order to raise 
money, he liad created thirty cardinals at once These neie 
trifling resources. He was not owner of the mines of Mexico ; ■ . 
bis mines were the ancient faith of the people, their credulous 
good-nature ; and he had sold the right of working them in 
Germany to the Dommicans, who succeeded the Austin friars 
in the sale of indulgences. The Dominican, Tetzel, an impu- 
dent mountebaak, went about with great bustle, display, and 
expense, disposing of his ware in the churches, public squares, 
and taverns. He pocketed the proceeds, giving in the smallest 
return he possibly could; a fact which the pope's legate 
brought home to him some time aiier. As the faith of purchasers 
waxed less, it became expedient to enhance the merit of the 
specific, which had been so long hawked about that the market 
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had fallen. Tho fearless Tetzel had pushed rhetoric to the 
extremest limits of amplification. Boldly heaping pious lie on 
lie, he went into an enumeration of all tho evils cured by this 
panacea, and, not contenting himself with known sins, invent- 
ed crimes, devised strange, unheard-of wickednesses, of which 
no one had ever dreamed before ; and when he saw "his audi- 
tory struck with horror, coolly added, " Well, the instant money 
rattles in the pope's coffers, all -will he expiated !" 

Luther asserts that at this time he hardly knew what indul- 
gences were; but when he saw a prospectus of them, proudly 
displaying the name and guarantee of the archbishop of Mentz, 
whom the pope had appointed to superintend the sale of indul- 
gences in Germany, he was seized with indignation. A mere 
speculative problem would never have brought him into con. 
tact with his ecclesiastical superioi-s ; but this was a question 
of good sense and morality. As doctor of theol<^y, and an 
influential professor of the university of Wittemberg which the 
elector had just founded, as provincial vicar of the Austin 
friars, and the vicar.general's substitute in the pastoral chaise 
and visitation of Misnia and Thuringia, he, no doubt, thought 
himself more responsible than any one else for the safeguard 
of the Saxon faith. His conscience was aroused. He ran a 
great risk in speaking ; but, if he held his tongue, he believed 
his damnation certain. He began in legal form, applying to 
his own diocesan, the bishop of Brandenburg, to silence Tetzel. 
The bishop replied, that tliis would be to attack the power of 
the Church; tiiat he would involve himself in trouble of every 
kind, and that it would be wiser for him to keep quiet On 
this, Luther addressed himself to the primate, archbishop of 
Mentz and of Magdeburg (a prince of the house of Biinden 
burg, a house hostile to the elector of Saxony), and sent him 
a list of propositions which he offered to maintain agamst the 
doctrine of indulgences. We abridge his letter, which runs 
to great length in the original {October 31st, 1517} 

" Venerable father in God, most illustrious prince, vouchsafe 
to cast a favorable eye oa me, who am but dust and ashes, 
and to receive my request with pastoral kindness There ii 
circulated throughout the country, in the name of your grace 
and lordship, the papal indulgence for the erection of the cathe- 
dra! of St. Peter's at Rome. I do not so much object to the 
declamations of the prcachera of 'lie indulgence, as Id the 
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erroneous idea entertained of it by tlie poor, simple, and un- 
learned, who are everywhere openly avowing their fond ima- 
ginations on the subject. This pains me, ajsd turns me sick. 
. , . They fancy that souls will be delivered from purgatory 
as soon aa their money clinks in the (papal) coffer. They 
believe the indulgence to be powerful enough to save the great- 
est sinner, even one (such b their blasphemy) who might have 
violated the holy mother of our Saviour ! . . . Great God ! 
these poor souls, tlien, are to be taught, under your authority, 
to death and not to life. You will incur a fearful and heavily 
increasing responsibility. ... Be pleased, noble and venera- 
ble father, to read and take into consideration tlie following 
propositions, in which is shown the vanity of the indulgences 
which the preachers give out as a certainly." 

The archbishop making no reply, Luther, who misdoubted 
such would be the case, on the very same day at noon {October 
31st, 1317, the day before All Saints' Day), affixed his propo- 
sitions to the door of the church of the castle of Wifteraberg, 
which is still in existence 

" The follow mg theses will be mamtimed at Wittemberg, 
before the reieiend Martm Luthei, modeiator, &c , 1517: — 

" The pope neithei cin noi will lemit any penalty except 
such as he has )iimsi,lf imposed, or m confoimitv with the 

" The penilpntial canons are for the livmg , they cannot 
impose any pumshmect on the &oul of the dead. 

" The chaaging of canonical punishment into the pains of 
purgatory is a sowing of tares; the bishops were clearly asleep 
when they suffered such seed to be sovm. 

" That power of extending relief to souls ia purgatory, 
which the pope can exercise throughout Christendom, belongs 
to each bishop in his own diocese, each curate in hia own 
parish, . . . Who knows whether all the souls in purgatory 
would wish to be released ? is said to have been asked by St. 
Severinus. 

" Christians should be taught, that unless they have a super- 
fluity, they ought to keep their money for their family, aad 
lay out nothing upon their sios. 

" Christians should be taught, that when the pope grants in- 
dulgences, he does not so much seek for their money as for 
their earnest prayers in his behalf. 
3* 
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" Christians sliould be taught, that if -the pope were made 
acquainted with tlie extortions of the indulgence- preachers, he 
would prefer seeing the basilica of St. Peter's reduced to 
ashes, to building it with the flesl), fieece, and bones of hia 

" The pope's wisli must be, if indulgences, a small matter, 
are proclaimed' with the ringing of a bel!, with ceremonial, 
and solemnity, that the Gospel, so great a matter, should be 
preached with a hundred bells, a hundred ceremonies, a hun. 
dred solemnities, 

" The true treasure of tlie Church is the sacrosanct Gospel 
of the glory and grace of God. 

" One has cause to hate this treasure of the Gospel, by 
which the first become the last. 

" One has cause to love the treasure of indulgences, by 
which the last become the firat. 

" The treasures of the Gospel are the nets by which rich 
men were once fished for. 

" The treasures of indulgences are tJie nets with which 
men's riches are now fished for, 

" To say that the cross, placed in the pope's arms, is equal 
to the cross of Christ, is blasphemy. 

" Why does not the pope, out of his most holy charity, 
empty purgatory, in which are so many souls in punishment ? 
This would be a worthier exercise of liis power than freeing 
souls for money (this money brings misfortune), and to pui to 
what use ? to build a church. 

" What means this strange eolnpassion of God and the pope's, 
who, for money's sake, change the soul of an impious pei-sran, 
of one of God's enemies, into a pious soul and one acceptable 
to the Lord? 

" Cannot the pope, whose treasures at the present moment 
exceed the most enormous treasures, build a single church, 
the basilica of St. Peter's, with his own money,' rather than 
with that of the poor faithful ? 

" What does the pope remit, what does ho give those who, 
by perfect repentance, are entitled to plenary forgiveness ? 

" Far from us all those pTopliets, who say to Uie people of 
Christ — ' Peace, peace,' and do not give peace. 

" Far, very far, all those prophets who say to Christ's pco. 
pie — ' The cross, the cross,' and do not show the cross. 
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" Christiana should be exhorted to follow Ch -ist, their head, 
through pains, punishments, and hell itself; so tliat they may 
be certified that it is through tribulations heaven is entered, 
and not through security and peace, &c." 

These propositions, which are all negative and polemio, 
found their complement in the following dogmatic tlieses, 
which were published by Luther almost simultaneously : — 

" Man by his nature cannot will that God be God. He 
would rather himself be God, and that God was not God, 

" It is false that appetite is free to choose both ways ; it is 
not freo, but captive. 

" Tliere exists in nature, before God, nothing save concn- 
piscence. 

" It is false that this concupiscence can be regulated by the 
virtue of hope. For hope is opposed to charity, which seeks 
aod desires only what is of God. Hope does not come of oar 
merits, but of our passions, which efface our merits. 

" The best and only infallible preparation and disposition 
for the reception of grace, are the choice and predestination 
of God from all eternity, ^ 

" As regards man, nothing precedes grace, except mdispo- 
sition to grace, or rather rebellion^ 

" It is false that invincible ignorance is any extenuation, 
[gnoraace of God, of oneself, of good works, is the invincible 
nature of man, &c." 

The publication of these theses, and the sermoa in the vuU 
gar tongue, which Luther delivered in support of them, fell 
like a thunderbolt upon (Germany. This immolation of liberty 
to grace, of man to God, of the finite to the infinite, was. re- 
cognized by the German people as the true national religion, 
tlio faith which Gottschalk had pmfessed in the days of Charle- 
magne, in the very cradle of German Christianity, the faith 
of fauler, and of all the mystics of the Low Countries. _ The 
people threw themselves wildly and greedily on the religions 
■food, from which they had been weaned since the fourteenth 
century. The propositions were printed by countless thou- 
sands, devoured, circulated, hawked about. Luther W!^ 
alarmed at his own success. " I am grieved," he says, " to 
see them printed and circulated in such numbers; tis not a 
proper way of instructing the people. I myself still retain 
wme doubts. I* could have proved some points better, and 
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should have omitted others, had 1 foreseen this," He seemed, 
indeed, disposed to retract everything, and to.i^ubrait. " I de- 
sire to obey," he said ; " I should prefer obeying to working 
rairaclea, even had I the gift of miracles." But these oacific 
resolutions were dissipated by Tetzel's conduct, in burning the 
propositions. The Wittemberg students retaliated on Tetzel's, 
and Luther expresses some regret at it. However, he pub- 
lished his JResolutions, in support of his first propositions. 
" You shall see," he writes to a friend, " my Mesolutitmes el 
Sesponsiones (resolutions and aaswers). Perhaps, you will 
think some passages more free than was requii-ed ; but so 
much the more intolerable must they seem to the flatterere of 
Rome. I had already published them : otherwise, I would 
have softened them down a little." 

The noise of this controversy spread beyond Germany, and 
reached Rome, It is said that Leo X. believed the whole to 
be a matter of professioaal jealousy, betwixt the Austin friars 
and Dominicans ; and that he exclaimed, " Mere monkish 
rivalry ! brother Luther is a man of genius !" Luther avowed 
his respe:;i for the pope, and at the same time wrote two let- 
ters, one being addressed to Leo X., in which he submitted 
himself unreservedly to him and to his decisiou, " Most holy 
father," were his conclmmtg words, " I cast myself at yoi.r 
feet, with the offer of myself, and all that is in me, Pronour ce 
the sentence of life or death ; V^all, recall, approve^ disapprove, 
I acknowledge your voice to be the voice of Christ, who reigns 
and speaks in you. If I have deserved death, I shall not 
flinch from dying, for the earth and the fulness thereof are the 
Lonl's, whose name be blessed for ever and ever ! May he 
vouchsafe your eternal salvation! Amen!" (Day of the 
Blessed Trinity, 1518.) The other letter was to Staupitz, the 
vicar-general, whom he begged to forward it to the pope. In 
this, Luther indicates that the doctrine he had maintained had 
been taught him by Staupitz himself. " I call to mind, 
reverend father, that among those sweet and profitable dis- 
courses of yours, which through the grace of our Lord Jesus 
were the source of unspeakable consolation to us, you treated 
of the subject ot repentance, and that, forthwith, moved by pity 
for the numerous consciences which are tortured by innumera- 
ble and insupportable prescriptions as to the true way of 
making confession, we nsl corned your words as words from 
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heaven, when you said, " the onlytme repentanci is thatwldcli 
has its iegimdng in the love of justice and of God," and that 
what is commonly stated to be the end of repentance, ouglit 
rather to be its beginning. This saying of yours sunlc info 
me lilte the sharp arrow of the hunter. I felt emboldened to 
wrestle with the Scriptures, which teach repentance ; wrestling 
full of charms, during which the words of Scripture were 
showered from all parts, and flew around hailing and applaud- 
ing this saying. Aforetime, there was no harder word for me 
in Scripture than that one word, repentance ; albeit, I endea- 
vored to dissemble before God, and express my love of obedi- 
ence. Now, no word sounds so sweetly in my ear. So sweet 
and lovely are Clod's commands when we learn to read them 
not in books only, but in the very wounds of the sweet 
Saviour !" — Bolh those letters are dated from Heidelberg (May 
30tb, 1518), where the Austin friars were then holding a pro- 
vincial synod, which Luther atteaded to maintain his doctrines 
agaiast every comer. This famous University, only two steps 
from the Rhine, and, consequently, on the great highroad of 
Germany, was indisputably the most conspicuous theatre from 
which the now doctrine could be declared. 

Rome began to he troubled. The master of the sacred 
palace, the aged Dominican Sylvestro de Prierio, wrote against 
the Austin monk, in defence of the doctrine of St. Thomas, 
and drew upon himself a furious aad overwhelming reply 
{the end of August, 1518). Luther was immediately cited 
to appear at Rome within sixty days. The emperor Maxi- 
milian had recommended the papal court not to precipitate 
matters, promising to do whatever it should order with regard 
to Luther; but to no purpose. His zeal was somewhat mis- 
trusted; for certain speeches of his had travelled thither, 
which sounded ill in the pope's ears. " What your monk is 
doing, is not to be regarded with contempt," the empei-or had 
said to Pfeffinger, the elector of SaxOny's minister; "the 
game is about to begin with the priests. Make much of him ; 
it njay be that we may want him." More than once he had 
indulged in bitter complaints of priests and clerks. "This 
pope," he said, speaking of Leo S., " has behaved to me like 
a knave. I can truly say that I have never met with sin- 
cerity or good faith in any pope ; but, with God's blessing, I 
trust this will be the last." This was threatening language ; 
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and it was also recollecled that Maximilian,, by way of effect- 
ing a defmilive reconciliation between the empire and the 
holy see, had eoterlained the idea of making himself pope. 
Leo X., therefore, toolc good care not to malte him the umpire 
in thia quarrel, which was daily growing into fresh import- 
aoce. 

All Luther's hopes Jay in the elector's protection. Either 
out of regard for iiia cew university or personal liking for 
Luthei-, this prince had always talten him under his special 
prot^tion. He had been pleased to defray the expenses of 
hia taking his doctor's degree; and, in 1517, Luther returns 
thanks by letter for a present of cloth for a gown to keep him 
warm through the winter. Luther had little fear that the 
elector would be offended with hira for an explosion, which 
laid all the blame at the door of the archbishop of Mentz and 
Magdeburg, a prince sprung from the house of Brandenburg, 
and, consequently, tjie enemy of that of Saxony. Finally 
(and thia was a powerful motive to inspire him with confi- 
dence), the elector had announced that he knew no other rule 
of faith than the Scriptures. Luther reminded him of thia in 
the following passage (March 27th, 1519) > — " Doctor J. Stau- 
pitz, my true father in Christ, told me that, talldng one day 
with your electoral highness of those preachers who, instead 
of declaring the pure word of God, preach to the people only 
wretched quibbles or human traditions, you observed that Holy 
Scripture speaJts with such majesty and fulness of evidence 
aa to need none of these weapons of disputation, compelling 
one to admit, ' Never man spoke like this man. He does nai 
teach like the Scribes and Pharisees, but as one having au- 
thority.' And on Staupitz's approving those sentiments, you 
said to him, ' Your hand, then ; and pledge me your word 
that for the future you will preach this new doctrine.' " The 
natural complement of this passage occtti-s in a manuscript 
life of the elector hy Spalatin : — « With what pleasure did he 
not listen fo sermons and read God's word, especially the 
Evangelists, whoso beautiful and comforting sentences wore 
ever in his mouth ! But that which he continually repeated 
wna the saying of Christ, as rocordod by St. Jolm : ' WWiovi 
Me ye cm, do nothing;' and he uaed this text to combat the 
doctrme of free-will, even before Erasmus of Rotterdam had 
dared, in various publications, to maintain this wretched liberty 
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against God's word. Oftea haa he said to me, how can we 
iiave free will, since Christ himself has said, ' Sine me niliil 
polesiis/acere ?' (Without mc ye can do nothiog.)" It would 
be B, mistaiie, however, to infer from this that Staupitz and his 
disciple were only instrumenls in the elector's hands. The 
Reformation introduced by Luther was clearly spoataneous ; 
and the elector, as we shall have occasion to see, was alarmed 
by Luther's boldness. He relished, accepted, took advantage 
of, the Reformation, but would never have begun it. On tbe 
1,5th of February, 151S, Luther writes to his prudent friend, 
Spalatin, the elector's chaplain, secretary and confidant : — 
" Loolt at "the clamorei-s who go about reporting, to my great 
annoyance, that all this is the work of our most illustrious 
prince. To hearken to them, it is he who has been egging 
me on, in order to spite the archbishop of Magdeburg and of 
Mentz. I beg you to consider whether it be worth while to 
apprise the prince of this. It distresses me exceedingly that 
his highness should be suspected on myacciunt. To become 
a cause of strife between such great princes is enough to ter. 
rify one." And he holds the same language to the elector 
himself, in the account he sends him of the conference of 
Augsburg (November). On March 21st he writes to J. Lange, 
subsequently archbishop of Saltzburg : " Our prince has 
toJcen me and Carlstadt under his protection, and this without 
waiting to be entreated. He will not allow of my being 
dragged to Rome : this they know, and it is a thorn in their 
side," The mference would be, that Luther had already re- 
ceived positive t^s'urance of protection from the elector. But, 
on the Slst of August, 1518, he writes to Spalatin in a more 
confidential letter: "I do not yet see how I can avoid the 
censures with which I am tlireatened, except the prince comes 
to my aid. And yet, I would ratlier endure all the censures 
m the worid than see his highness blamed on my account. 
. , . The best step I can take, in the opinion of our wise and 
learned friends, is to ask the prince for a safe conduct {salvwm, 
til- vocanl, ctrndudum per suwn dominitan). I am sure he will 
refuse me ; so that, they say, I sho-ll have a good excuse for 
not appearing at Rome. Have the'kmdness, then, to procure 
- me from our most illustrious prince a rescript, to the effect that 
he refuses to grant me a safe-conduct, and leaves me, if I ven- 
ture on the journey, to my own risk and peril. You will be 
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doing me a. most important service ; but it must be dons 
quickly, for time presses, and the day appointed is at hand." 
Luther might have spared himself the ti-ouble of writing this 
letter, since the prince, though he did not apprise liim of it, 
was busied providing for his safety. He had managed that 
Luther should be examined by a legate in Germany, in the 
free city of Augshurg, where he himself happened to be at 
this very moment, no doubt to concert measures with the ma- 
gistracy for the security of Luther's person in this dangerous 
interview. No doubt it is to the fact of tiiis invisible provi- 
dence's watching over Luther that we must attribute the rest- 
less care of those said magistrates to preserve liim from any 
ambush the Italians might lay for him. For his own part, in 
his courage and simplicity he went straight forward, without 
clearly knowing what the prince would, or would not, do in 
his favor (Sept. 2). " I have said, and I repeat, that I do not 
want our prince, who is innocent of the whole affair, to take 
the slightest step in defence of my propositions. . . Let htm 
secure me from violence, if he can do so without compromn- 
ing his interests ; if he cannot, I am ready to face all the 
danger." 

Caiefano de Vio, the legate, was certainly a judge not much 
to be ieared. He had himself written that it was lawful to in- 
terpret Scripture without following the torrent of the fathers 
{contra torreniem SS. pairum). This and other daring opinions 
had rendered him somewhat amenable to the suspicion of 
heresy. But, selected by the pope to compose this difference, 
he set about his business like a politician, and only attacked 
that part of Luther's doctrine which shook the political and 
fiscal power of the court of Rome ; keeping to ^e practical 
question of the treasure of indulgences, without recurring to 
the speculative question of grace. "When I was cited to 
Augsburg, 1 obeyed the summons, hut with a ati-ong guard, 
and under the guarantee of Frederick, elector of Saxony, 
who had commanded me to the authorities of Augsburg. 
They were exceedingly watchful over me, and warned me 
not to trust myself to the Italians and to eschew all com- 
panionship with them I did not know, Ihey said, what a 
Goth was I remained at Aut,sbuig for three whole days 
without any safe conduct from the emperor; during which 
interval aa Ifaliin often came to m\it me to visit the car 
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Jioal, being discouraged by no refusal. ' You ought to re- 
tract,' he would say ; ' you have hut to utter one word, revoco. 
The cardinal will report favorably of you, and you will .re- 
turn with honor to your prince.' " Amongst other instances 
which he adduces in order to persuade him, was that of the 
famous Joachim de Flores, who, since ho made his submission, 
was not heretical, although he had advanced heretical proposi- 
ti n 

At tl d f 1 d y tl b 1 p of Trent arrived, 

wlhdh dl f dt from the emperor, 

O th I dp 1 h 11 h m 1 ty, I sank at first 

my k tl b d y If to 1 ground, and so re- 

Qi d 1ft, ddlia til thrice ordered. He 

as d ly pi d and d h hope that I should 

alter my resolution. Th^ f 11 a '^ Y' "^en I positively 
refused to retract anything, he asked me, ' Do you think the 
pope really minds Germany ? Do you believe the princes 
will go to war in your defence ? Oh, no ! Where will you 
find a restiag-place ?'....' Under heaven,' was my a- 
swer. The pope subsequently lowered his tone, and wrote 
the Church, and even to master Spalatin and Pfcffinger, be 
ging them to give me up to him, and to insist on the ox 
eutioa of his decree. Meanwhile, my little book and my Jfe- 
soluUom went, or rather flew, in a few days, over all Europe, 
And so tlie elector of Saxony was confirmed and fortified. 
He would not carry the pope's orders into effect, and sub- 
mitted himself to the cognizance of Scripture. Had tho car. 
dinal conducted himself with more sense .and discretion to- 
wards me, had he welcomed me when I fell at his feet, matters 
would never have gone so far. For at that time I had but a 
faiDt notion of the papal errors. Had the pope been silent, I 
would readily have held my peace. It was then the style 
and custom of the court of Rome for the pope to say, in 
knotty and obscure matters, — ' By virtue of our papal powers 
we call in this thing to ourselves, annul it, and make it as if 
it had never been.' On which there only remains for both 
parties to weep. I wager the pope would give three cardinals 
to have the business still in the bag." 

The following details are from a letter which Luther wrote 
to Spalatin (that is, to the elector), while he was at Augsbui^, 
and the conference going on (October 1 4th) :—" For these 
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four days the legate has been conferring with me, or ratlier, 

against me Ho refuses to dispute in public, or even 

in private, never ceasing to. repeat, ' Retract, coiifiiss your 
error, whether you think it one or not ; the pope will have it 

so.' At last, he was prevailed upon to allow me to ex- 

. plain myself in writing, which I did in the presence of the 
baron of Feiiitsch, the emperor's representative ; hut then 
tlie legate would have nothing to do with what I had written, 
and again began to call for retractation. He favored me with 
a long discourse which he had ferreted out of one or other of 
St. Thomas's romances, and thought he had conquered me 
and closed my mouth. Ten different times I tried to speak, 
but he stopped me each lime, thundering and usurping the 
sole right of speaking. At length, I began to raise my voice 
in my turn : — ' If you can show me that this decree of your 
Clement VI. expressly states that the merits of Christ are the 
treasure of indulgences, I retract.' God knows into what 
upraarious laughter they burst out at this. As for bim, he 
snatched the book from me and turned breathlessly over liie 
leaves (fervem et ankehns) till he came to the passage where 
it is written that Christ, by his passion, Has acqtdred tlie trea- 
sures, &c. I stopped, him at this word Jias acquired .... 
After dinner, he sent for the reverend father Staupitz, and 
coaxed him over to induce me to retract, adding that I could 
not easily find any one better inclined to me than himself" 
The disputants followed a different course ; reconciliation be- 
came impossible. Luther's friend feared an ambush on the 
part of the Italians. He quitted Augsburg, leaving an appeal 
to the pope, when thoroughly cognizant of the cause, and ad- 
dressed a long account of the conference to the elector. We 
learn from the latter, that in the discussion he bad supported 
his opinions as to the pope's authority on the council of Bale, 
on the university of Paris, and on Gerson. He prays the 
elector not to give bim up ; — " May your most illustrious high, 
ness follow the dictates of your honor and conscience, and 
not send me to [he pope. The man (Luther means the le- 
gate) has surely m his instructions no guarantee for my safety 
at Rome ; and for him to ask your most illustrious highness . 
to send me thither, would be asking you to give up Christian 
blood, to become homicide. To Rome ! Why the pope him. 
self is not in safety there. They have paper and ink enough 
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there, and scribes and notaries without number, and can easily 
write word io what I have erred. It will be less expensive to 
proceed against me, in my absence, by Writing, than to make 
away with me, should I be present, by treachery." 

These fears were well founded. The court of Rome was 
about to address itself directly to the elector of Saxony. It 
required Luther at any cost. Already the legate had com- 
plained bitterly to Frederic of Luther's presumption, and had 
besought him to send him back to Augsburg, or to banish him, 
if he would not sully his own glory, and that of his ancestors, 
by protecting this wretched monki "I heai'd yesterday from 
Nuremberg that Charles von Miltitz is on his way with three 
briefe from the pope {according to an eye-witness worthy of all 
faith), to seize and hand me over bodily to the pontiff. But I 
have appealed to the forthcoming council." It was full time 
for him to reject the pope, since, as the legate had informed 
Frederic, he was already condemned at Rome. Luther, in 
malting this fresh protest, adhered stiictly to all the judicial 
forms. He avowed his willingness to submit to the judgment 
of tlie pope, when thoroughly cognizant of tlie cause ; but here 
the pope might err, as St. Peter himself had erred. He ap- 
pealed to t!ie general council, which was superior to the pope, 
from all the pope's decrees against him. But he was afi'aid of 
some sudden violence ; of being privily borne off from Wit- 
temberg. " You have been misinformed," he writes to Spala- 
tin, " I have not taken my leave of the people of Wittemberg. 
I have used, it is true, the following or similar terms : — " You 
are all aware that I am an uncertain and unsettled preacher. 
How often have I not left you without bidding you farewell ! 
Sliould this happen again, and I not return, consider that I have 
bid you farewell now." On December 2d, he writes, " I am 
advised to ask the prince to shut me up a prisoner in some cas- 
tle, and to he pleased to write to the legale that iie has me in a 
sure place, where I shall be compelled to answer." He wrote 
on the 19th of the preceding month, " It is beyond all doubt, 
the prince and the university are with me, A conversation 
has come to my knowledge that took place concerning me at 
the court of the bishop of Brandenburg. Some one observed, 
* He is supported by Erasmus, Fabricius, and other learned 
persons.' ' The pope would care nothing for that,' replied the 
bishop, 'were not tlie university of Wittemberg, and the elector, 
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too, on his side.' " Yet Liather spent the latter part of this 
year (151S) in living anxiety, and had sOrae thoughts of leav- 
ing Germany. " To avoid di'awing down any danger on your 
highness, I will quit your dominions, and go whithersoever 
God in his mercy shall conduct me, trusting, whatever may 
befall, in hia divine will. I therefore respectfully bid farewell 
to your highness ; and among whatever people 1 may take my 
abode, I shall remember your kindness with never-ceasimr 
gratitude," At this moment, indeed, he might consider Sax- 
ony an insecure abode. The pope was endeavoring to win 
over the elector. Charles von Miltitz was commissioned to 
offer him the golden i-oso, a high distinction usually conferred 
by the court of Rome on kings only, as the reward of their 
filial piety towards the Church. This was a difficult trial for 
the elector; as it compelled him to come to a distinct expla- 
nation, and, perhaps, to draw down great danger upon himself. 
The elector's hesitation is apparent from a letter of Luther's : 
" The prince was altogether against my publishing the acts of 
the conference of Augsburg, but afterwards gave me permis- 
sion, and they are now printed. ... In his uneasiness about 
me, he would prefer my being anywhere else. He summoned 
me to Lichtenberg, where I had a long conference with Spa- 
lalin on the subject, and expressed my resolve, in case the 
censures were fulminated, not to slay. He fold me, however, 
not to be in such haste to start for France." This was written 
on the 13th of December ; on the 20th, Luther's doubts were 
past. The elector had returned for answer, with true diplo- 
matic reserve, that he professed himself a most obedient son 
of holy mother Church, and entertained a great respect for the 
pontiiical sanctity, but required an inquiry into the matter by 
disinterested judges ; a certain means of ensuring procrastina- 
tion, since, in the interim, incidents might occur to lessen or 
delay the danger. To gain time was everything. In fact, tlio 
emperor died in the following January ; the interregnum com- 
menced, and Frederic became, by Maximilian's own choice, 
vicar of the empire until the hour of election. Feeling him- 
self secure, Luther addressed (March 3d, 1519) a haughty 
letter to the pope, but respectfully worded : — " Most holy 
father, I cannot support the weight of your wrath, yet know 
not how to escape from the burthen. Thanks to fhe opposition 
and attacks of my enemies, my words have spread more 
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widely than I could have hoped for, and they have sunk too 
deeply into men's hearts for me lo retract them. In these our 
days, Germany flourishes in erudition, reason, and genius ; 
and if I would honor Rome before her, I must beware of re- 
traction, which would be only sullyhig the Romaa Church 
still further, and exposing it to public accusation and contempt. 
It is they who, abusing the name of your holiness, have made 
tb ■ absu d p eaching subserve their infam;u3 avarice, and 
ha uU d h ly hings with the abomination and reproach of 
Etyp ha I a e done the Roman Church injury and dishonor 
w 1 lie m ny And, as if this was not mischief enough, it is 
aga nsl n e who have striven to oppose those monsters, that 
tl e accusa na are directed. But I call God and men to 
w ess m h ly father, that I have never wished, and do not 
now desiie to touch the Roman Church or your sacred author!, 
ly ; and that I acknowledge moat explicitly that this Church 
rules over all, and that nothing, heavenly or earthly, is supe- 
rior to it, save Jesus Christ our Lord." 

From this moment, Luther had made up his mind. A month 
or two before, indeecl, he had written, " The pope will not 
hearof a judge, and I will not be judged by the pope. So he 
will be the text and I the gloss." In another letter he says to 
Spalatin (March 13), " I am in travail with St. Paul's Epistle 
to the Gdatians, and am thinking on a sermon on the Passion ; 
whilst, in addition to my ordinary lessons, I leach children of 
an evening, and explain the Lord's prayer to them. Along 
with this, I turn over the decretals for matter for my new dis- 
puts, and fiod Christ so altered and crucified in diem_, that 
(hark in your ear) I am not sure that the pope is not antichrist 
himself, or the aposUe of antichrist." However far Luther 
might go, the pope had henceforward little chance of tearing 
his favorite theologian from a powerful prince, on whom a ■ 
majority of the electors were conferring the empire. Miltitz 
changed his tone, and stated that the pope would even yet be 
contented with a retraction. He met Luther as a friend, 
flattered him, owned that he had got the whole world with him 
away from the pope, stated that on his journey ho could 
scarcely find two men out of five tosdefend the papacy, tried to 
persuade him to go and explain to the archbishop of Toledo, 
but could not prove that he was authorized to make this propo- 
uition, either by the pope or the archbishop. The advice waa 
4* 
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is; Luther was aware that he had been burnt in 
jf at Rome {papijraceus Mai-Unus in canipo Florts ■publLce 
combustus, cxecratus, deeoius). He returned a cool reply lo 
Miltitz, and apprised him that one of his envoys had inspired 
such suspicions, at Wittemberg, as to have narrowly escaped 
being thrown into the Elbe. " If, as you intimate, my refusal 
will compel you to come yourself, God grant you a fiappy 
journey. For my pai't, I am extremely busy, and have 
neither time nor money foi- such excursions. Farewell, excel- 
lent man." (May ITth.) Oa Miltitz's arrival in Germany, 
Luther had said that he would hold his tongue, provided his 
opponents would theirs ; but tliey released him from keeping . 
his word, for doctor Eck solemnly defied him to a disputation 
at Leipsic, and the faculties of Paris, Louvaina, and Cologne, 
condemned his propositions. In order to make a deeont°ap- 
pearance at Leipsic, Luther v/aa obliged to ask the parsi 
mouiotis elector, who had forgotten to clothe him for two oi 
three years, for a dress ; his letter is a curiosity : " I beseech 
your electoral grace to have the kindness to buy me a wliite 
cope and a black cope. I humbly ask for the white one, but 
your highness owes me the black, having promised it to me two 
or tliree years back ; only Pfeffinger is brought to untie his 
purse-strings with such difficulty, that I have been forced to 
buy one for myself. I humbly pray your highness, who con- 
sidered tliat the Psalter deserved a black cope, to deign not to 
think the St. Paul unworthy of a white one." Luther felt, 
by this time, sp cdrapletely secure, that not content with re. 
pairing to Leipsic to plead in his own defence, he assumed the 
offensive at Wittemberg. " He had the effi-ontery," says his 
catholic biographer, Cochlteus, " ha had tlie effrontery, with 
die authority of the prince, his protector, to issue a solemn 
summons to the ablest inquisitors, men who would think they 
could swallow iron and split the rock, to a disputation, and the 
prince not only offered them a safe-conduct, but undertook to 
lodge them and pay their expenses." Meanwhile, Luther's 
prmcipal opponent, doctor Eck, had repaired to Rome fo solicit 
liis condemnafion. Luther was sentenced beforehand ; and it 
now only remained for him to judge his judge, and pronounce 
sentence of condemnation on authority, in the sight of the peo- 
ple. This ho did in his terrible book on the Captivity of Ba- 
bylon, in which he contended that the Church was captive, and 
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that Jesua Christ, constantly profaned ia the idolatry of the 
mass, and loat sight of in the doirma of fi'ansiibstaiifiation, was 
the pope's prisoner. With daring freedom he explains in hia 
preface, how he has been gradually forced on by his adversa- 
ries ; " Whether" willingly or not, I improve eveiy day, pushed 
aa I am, and kept in wind by so tnaiiy masters of fence at 
once. Two years agOj I wrote on indulgences ; but in a style 
which makes me deeply regret I ever published the work. At 
that period, I was still marvellously enamored of the papal 

fewer, and dui-st not fling indulgences entirely over. Besides, 
saw them approved of by numbers of persons, whilst I was 
the only one who undertook to set this stone rolling (hoc vol- 
vere saxum). Since then, thanks to Sylvester, and other 
brothers who have defended them stoutly, I perceived that the 
ivhole was an imposture, invented by the flatterers of Rome, 
to dispossess men of faith and take possession of their pui^se. 
Would lo God I could induce booksellers, and all who have 
read my writings on indulgences, to burn them, and not to 
leave a line behind, so that they would substitute for all I have 
said on, the slibject, this one axiom — Indulgences are iuibbles 
devised by the sycophcmts of Rome ! Next Eck, Emser, and 
tj'eir band, proceeded to tdie ns in hand on the question of the 
pope's supremacy. 'Twould be ungrateful towards those 
learned personages not to acknowledge that the trouble to which 
they put themselves was not thrown away upon me. Previ- 
ously I had denied that the papacy was of divine, yet still ad- 
mitted that it was of human, right ; but after hearing and 
reading the euper-subtle subtleties on which these poor people 
found the rights of their idol, I came to the perfect and satis- 
factory understanding and conviction, that the reign of the 
pope is that of Babylon, and of Nimrod tlie mighty hunter. 
Wherefore, I earnestly pray boolceellers and readers (that 
nothing may be wanting to my good friends' success) to com. 
mil to the flames ray writings on this subject also, and to 
abide by the following axiom : — The pope is the tmgltty hwiier, ihe 
JSimrod of ^x Soman episcopacy /" At the same time, to make 
it clear that he was assailing the papacy, rather than the pope, 
he addressed a bng letter, in both languages, to Leo X., in 
whicJi lie denied all personal feeling against him. " Though 
surrounded by the monsters of the age, against whom 1 have 
been these three years struggling, my Ihonghts ought, once at 
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least, most honorable father, to revert to tliee. Tlie witaess 
bgrne to thy renown by men of letters, and thy irreproachable 
life, ought to place thee beyond all attacks. I am not such a 
simpleton aa to blame, when all the world praises thee. I have 
called thee a Daniel in Babylon, and I have proclaimed thy 
innocence. Yes, dear Leo, I think of thee as of Daniel in tho 
pit, Ezekiei among the scorpions. What canst thou, alone, 
against these monsters ; thou, and some three or four learned 
and virtuous cardinals ? You would all infallibly be poisoned 
did you dare attempt to reform such countless corruptions. . . . 
The doom has gone forth against the court of Rome. The 
measure of God's wrath has been filled up ; for that court 
hates councils, dreads the name of reform, and fulfils the words 
uttered of its mother, of whom it is said, ' We would have healed 
Babyhn, hU she is not healed : forsake Babylon.' Oh, hapless 
Leo, to sit on that accursed throne ! I speak the truth to thee, 
for I desire thy good. If St. Bernard felt pity for his pope 
Eugenius, what must he our feelings now that corruption is 
three hundred years the worse 1 Ay, thou wouldst thank me 
for thy eternal salvation, wore I once able fo dash in pieces 
Ihia dungeon, this hell in which thou art-held captive." 

When the bull of condemnation reached Germany, the whole ■ 
people was in commotion. At Erfurth the students took it out 
of the booksellers' shops, tore it in pieces, and threw it into the 
river with the poor pun, " A bubble (hdla) it is, and as a bub- 
ble so it should swim." Luther instantly published his pam- 
phlet, Against the Execrable Bull of Antichrist. On Decem- 
ber 10, 1520, he burnt it at the city gates, and on the same 
day wrote to Spalatin, thi-ough whom he usually communi- 
cated with the elector : — " This, 10th day of December, in the 
year 1520, at the ninth hour of the day, were burnt at Wit- 
temberg, at the east gate, near the holy cross, ail the pope's 
books, the Decree, the Becrelals, the Emtravagante of Clement 
VI., Leo X.'s last bull, the Angelic Sum, Eck's Chrysoprasus, 
and some other works of Eck's and Emaer's. Is not this 
news V He says in the public notice which he cansed to be 
drawn up of these pi-oceedings, " If any one ask me why I 
have done this, my reply is, that it is an ancient practice to 
burn had books. The apostles burnt five thousand deniers' 
worth of them." Tho tradition runs that he exclaimed on 
thi-owing the book of the Decretals into the flames, "Thou 
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hast tormented the Lord's holy one, may the evcrlaating fire 
torment and consume thee !" I'hcso things were news, io- 
deed, as Luther said. Until then, most sects and heresies had 
sprang up in secret, and conceived themselves fortunate if 
they remained unknown ; but now a monk starts up who 
treats with the pope as equal with equal, and constitutes him- 
self the judge of the head of the Church. The chain of tradi- 
tion is broken, unity shattered, tlie robe without seam rent. It 
must not be supposed that Lutlier himself, with all his violence, 
took this last step without pain. It was uprooting from his 
heart by one pull the whole of the venerable past in which he 
had been cradled. It ia^true that he believed he had retained 
the Scriptures for his own ; but then they were the Scriptures 
with a different inletprelation from what had been put upon 
them for a thousand years. All this his enemies have often 
said ; but not one of them has said it more eloquently than he 
himself. " No doubt," he writes to Erasmus in the opening 
of his sorry book, De Servo ArUtrio (The Will not Free), " no 
doubt you feel some hesitation when you see arrayed before 
yon so numei-ous a succession of learned men, and the unani- 
mous voice of so many centuries illustrated by deeply read 
divines, and by great martyrs, glorified by numerous mira-. 
cles, as well as more recent theologians and countless acade- 
mies, councils, bishops, pontiffs. On this side are found era- 
dition, genius, numbers, greatness, loftiness, power, sanctity, 
miracles, and what not beside ? On mine, Wickliff, Lauren- . 
tins Valla, Augustin (although you forget him), and Luther, a 
poor man, a mushroom of yesterday, standing alone with a 
few friends, willjout such erudition, genius, numbers, great- 
ness, sanctity, or miracles. Take them all together, they 
could not cure a lame horse. . . . Et aUa quce fu plurima 
fando enumcrai-e vales fand innumerable other things you 
could mention). For wliat are we ? What the wolf said of 
Philomel, Voa: el praterea mhU (a sound, no more). I own, 
my dear Erasmus, you are justified in hesitating before all 
these thbgs; ten years since, I hesitated like you. . . . Could 
I suppose that this Troy, which had so long victoriously resisted 
so many assaults, would fall in one day % I solemnly call 
God to witness that I should have continued to fear, and should 
even now be hesitating, had not my conscience and the truth 
compelled me to speak. You know (hat my heart is not a 
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rock ; and had it teen, yet beaten by such billows and tem- 
pests, it would have been shivered to atoms when all tliis mass 
of authority was launched at my head, like a deluge ready to 
overwhelm me." Elsewhere he writes : " . . , Holy Scrip, 
tui-e has taught me how perilous and fearful if, ia to raise one's 
voice in God's chureh, to speak in the midst of those who will 
be your judges, when, on the day of judgment, you shall find 
yourself in presence of God, under the eye of the angels, all 
creation seeing, listening, hanging upon the divine word. 
Assuredly when this thought rises to my mind, my earnest 

desire is for silence, and the sponge for my writings 

How hai'd, bow fearful to live to render an account, to God of 
every idle word !"* On March 27, 1519, he writes, "I was 
alone, and hurried unprepared into this business. 1 admitted 
many essential points in the pope's favor, for was I, a poor, 
miserable monk, to set myself up against the majesty of the 
pope, before whom the kings of tlie eaith {what do I say? 
earth itself, hell, and heaven) trembled? . . . How I suffered 
the first and second year. Ah 1 little do those confident spirits 
who since then have attacked the pope so proudly and pre- 
sumptuously, know of the dejection of spirits, cot feigned and 
assumed, but too real, or rather the despair which I went 
through . . Unable to find any light to guide me in dead 
or mute leachera (I mean tlie writings of theologians and 
juubts) I longed to consult the living council of the cJiui-ches 
of God fo the end timt if any godly persons could be found, 
illummed by the Holy Ghost, they would take compassion 
on me and be pleased to give ma good and safe counsel for 
my OMn welfare and that of all Christendom; but it was im- 
possible for me to discover them. I saw oniy the pope, the 
cardinals bishops, theologians, canonists, monks, priests ; and 
It was fiom Ihem I expected enlightenment. For I had so fed 
and saturated myself with their doctrine, that I was uncon. 
scions whether I were asleep or awake, . . . Had I at tliat 
time braved the pope as I now do, I should have looked for the 

• It IS ounaus to compare these worda of Luther's with the very 
different passage in EousBea.u's Confessions : — " Let the trumpet of tha 
lost judsment sound when it will, I will present myself with thiabook 
in my hand before the Judge of all, and will say aloud, ' Here is what 
I have done, wliat I have tliought, what I was.' .... and then Inl 
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earth instantly to open and swallow me up alive, liko Korah 
and Abiram, ... At tlie name of the churoh I shuddered, 
and otfered to give way. In 1518, 1 tcdd cardinal Caietaoo, at 
Augsburg, that I would thenceforward be mute ; only praying 
him, in all humility, to impose tbe same silence on my adversa- 
ries, aod hush tlieir clamors. Far^from meeting my wishes, 
he threatened to condemn everything 1 had taught, if I would 
not retract. Now 1 had already published the Catechism to 
the edification of many souls, and was bound not to allow it to 
be condemned, , , '. So I was driven to attempt what I con- 
sidered to be the greatestof evils. . . , But it b not my object 
to tell my history here ; but only to confess my folly, igno- 
rance, and weakness, and to awe, by reciting my own suffer- 
ings, those presumptuous bawlers or scribblers, who have not 
borne the cross, or known the temptations of Satan. . . ." 

.\gainst the tradition of the middle age and the authority of 
the church, Luther sought a refuge in the Scriptures, anterior 
to tradition, afsd superior to the church herself. He translated 
the Psalms, and wrote his PosHIs to the Gospels and Epistles, 
At 'no other period of his life did he so approximate to mysti- 
cism. He took his stand at this time on St. John no less than 
on St. Paul, and seemed on the point of running through all 
the stages of the doctrine of love, without any misgiving of 
the fatal consequences which resulted thence to man's liberty 
and morality. There are, he lays it down in his work on 
Christian Liberty, two men in man — the inner man, the soul, 
tlie outward man, the body ; each distinct from the other. As 
works proceed from the outward man, their effects cannot affect 
the soul : if the body frequent profane places, eat, drink, pray 
not with tlie lips, and neglect all the hypocrites do, the soul 
will remain unaffected. The soul is united by faith to Christ, 
as the wife to her husband. All is, then, in common between 
the two, tlie good as well as evil. . . . We, who believe in 
Christ, are all kings and pontiff. Raised by his faith abovo 
everything, the Christian becomes, by this spiritual power, 
lord of all things, so that nothing can injure him, imo omn'ts 
ei suhjeeta cogunlw sermre ad salutem (rather, all things are 
subject to him and compelled to minister to his salvation). . . 
, . If I believe, all things, good and bad, turn to my profit. 
This is the inestimable power and liberty of the Christian. 
" If you feci your heart hesitate and doubt, it is high time for 
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you to repair to the priest, and seek abtjilution for your sins. 
You ought to prefer dying a liiousand times to doubting the 
judgment of the priest, which ia the judgment of God; and, 
if you can believe in this judgment, your lieart ought to laugh 
with joy, and laud God, who, through man's intennediation, 
has comforted thy conscience. If you think yourself unwoitliy 
of pardon, it is because you have not yet doae enough, because 
you are too little instructed in faith, and more than it needetli 
in works. It is a thousand times more important to believe 
piously in absolution than to be worthy of it and make atone- 
ment. Faith renders you worthy, and constitutes the true 
atonement. Man who, without this, through the mere rest- 
lessness of his heart, never performs any good work, can then 
iserve his God joyfully ; and tliis is what is called the sweet 
burden of our Lord, Jesus Christ." (Sermon on Justification, 
preached at Leipsic in 1519.) This dangcjx)us doctrine was 
welcomed by the people and by the majority of the learned. 
Erasmus, the most celebrated of the latter, seems to have been 
the only one who perceived its consequences. Of a critical 
and negative cast of genius, emulating the Italian bel enpril, 
Laurentius Valla, who had written a work, J)e Libero AriUrio 
(on Free-nill), in the fifteenth century, he himself wrote 
against Luther under the same title. In 1519 ho received 
the advances of the monk of Wittemberg coldly. Luther, 
who felt how necessary the support of the learned was to liim, 
had written complimentary letters (a.d. 1518, 1519) to Reuch- 
Hn and Erasmus, which last returned a cold and highly sig- 
nificant answer (a.d. 1519) : " I reserve all ray [xiwers to 
contribute to the revival of elegant literature ; and it strikes 
me that greater progress is to be mode by politic moderation 
{modestia dviU) than by passion. It is &us that Christ haa 
brought the world to be subject unto him, and thus that Paul 
abolished the Judaic law, by applying himself to the interpre- 
tation of the letter. It is better to exclaim against such as 
abuse the power given to priests than the priests themselves; 
and so, likewise, with regard to kings. Instead of brifc^ing 
the schools into contempt, it would be well to win them back 
to healthier studies. ' Whenever the question is of things too 
deeply rooted in the mind to be eradicated by one pull, discus- 
sion and close and cogent reasoning are to be preferred to 
affirmations, . . . And it is essentia! to bo on one's guard 
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against saying or doing anything with an arrogant or rebellious 
air ; such, in my opinion, is the course of proceeding conso- 
nant to the spirit of Christ. But I do not say tliis by way of 
teaching you what you ought to do ; only to encourage you to 
go on as you are now doing." Such timid precautions suited 
neither the man nor the hour. Enthusiasm was at its height. 
Nobles and people, castles and free towns, rivalled each other 
in zeal and enthusiasm for Luther. At Nuremburg, at Stras- 
burg, and even at Mentz, his smallest pamphlets were emu- 
lously caught up as fast as they appeared. The sheets were 
hurried and smuggled into the shops, all wet from the press, 
and were greedily devoured by the aspiring liUerateurs of the 
German Companionsbip, by the poetic tinmen, the learned 
cordwainers : the good Hans-Sachs shook off his wonted vul- 
garity, left his shoe unfinished, wrote his beat verses, his best 
production, and sang with bated voice the nightingale of Wit- 
temberg, whose voice resounded everywhere. . . . Nothing 
seconded Luther more powerfully than the zeal of the printers 
and booksellers in behalf of the new ideas, " The works 
which were favorable to him," says a contemporary, " were 
printed by the printers with the minutest care, and often at 
their own expense, and large numbers of copies struck off. 
Many old monks, too, who had returned to a secular life, lived 
on Luther's works, and hawked them throughout Germany. 
The Catholics could only get their works printed by high pay, 
and even then they were printed in so slovenly a manner as 
to swarm with errors, so as to seem the productions of illiterate 
men. And if any printer, more conscientious than the rest, 
did them more justice, he was jeered and plagued in the mar. 
kct-plaees and at the fairs of Frankfort for a Papist and a slave 
to the priests." 

Whatever the zeal of the cities, it was lo the nobles that 
Luther had chiefly appealed, and they answered his summons 
with a zeal which he himself was often obliged to moderate. 
In 1519, he published in Latin a Defence of the Ariicks con- 
demned hy Hie hull of Leo X., which he dedicated as follows, to 
the baron Fabian von Feilitzoch : — " It has struck me to be 
desirable, in future, to address you laymen, a new order of 
priests, and, with God's will, to make a happy beginning un- 
der the favorable auspices of your name. May the present 
work, then, commend me, or rather the Christian doctrine, to 
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you all the nobles." He was desirous to dedicate the transla- 
tion of tWs work to Fi-anz von Sickengen, and other to the 
count of Mansfield, but he abstained, he soys, " from fear of 
awakcaing the jealousy of many others, and, in particular, 
that of the nobility of Franeouia." The isame year he pub- 
lished his violent pamphlet. To the Christian ndbUily of (rmno- 
ny, on ilie ameUoratum of ChisUanity. ■ Four thousand copies 
were sold at once. The leading nobles, Luther's frieniis, 
were Sylvester von Schauenberg, Franz von Sicltingen, Tau- 
henheim, and Ulrich von Hutten. Schauenberg had confided 
the education of his young soa to Melancthon, and offered to 
assist the elector of Saxony, arms in hand, should the elector 
be exposed to any danger in the cause of reform. Tauben- 
heim and others sent Luther money. " I have had a hundred 
pieces of gold from Taubenheim, . and fifty from Schart, so 
that I begin to fear God's paying me here beiow ; but I have 
vowed that I will not be thus gorged, but will give back all." 
The Margrave of Brandenburg had begged a visit from hijn : 
Sickingen and Hutten promised him their support against aJI 
andsuudry. "Hutten," he writes, "addressed nie a letter, 
in September, 1520, burmtg leilh Krailt against the Roman 
pontiff) saying that he will fall with sword and pen on the sa- 
cerdotal tyranny. He is indignant at the pope's liaving at- 
tempted his life with both the dagger and the bowl, and has 
sumraonedthebishopofMentz, in order that he may send him to 
Rome bound hand' and foot." He goes on to say, " You see what 
Hutlen is seeking ; but I would not liave violence and murder 
employed in the cause of the gospel, and have written to this 
effect." Meanwhile the emperor summoned Luther to appear 
, at Worms before the imperial diet. Both parties, friends and 
enemies, were about to come into presence. " Would to God," 
said Htitten, " I might be present at the diet ; I would set 
things in motion, and would very soon excite a disturbance." 
On 3ie 30th of April, lie writes to Luther, " What atrocities 
are these I bear ! There is no fury comparable to the fury 
of these men, I plainly see we shall have to come fo swords, 
bows, arrows, cannons. Summon up thy courage, father, 
laugh at these wild beasfs. I see the niiraber of thy partisans 
daily increasing; thou wilt not lack defenders. Numbers 
have come to me, saying, ' God grant ho may not lose heart, 
tliat he may answer stoutly, that ne may not give way to any 
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fear !' " At tho same Umo, Hutfen sent letters in every di- 
reclion to the magistrates of the towns, in oi'der to strike aleague 
between them and the nobles of the Rhine ; in other words, 
to ajni them against the ecclesiastical provinces,* He wrote 
to Pirlceimer, one of the chief magistrates of Nuremberg. 
" Cheer and animate your brethren ; I am in Lopes you will 
find partisans in towns which are inspired by the love of lib- 
erty. Pratjz von Sickingen is for us ; ho bums with zeal. 
He is saturated with Luther. 1 moie him read his pamphlets 
at meal-time. He has sworn not to fail the cause of liberty ; 
aod what he has said, he will do. Preach him up to your 
fellow-citizens ;- there is no greater soul in Gfcrmany." Lu- 
ther had his partisans even in the assembly of Worms. Some 
one avowed in full diet an agreement to defend him, sworn to 
by four hundred nobles, adding BunlschvJi, BwUschih (the 
rallying cry, as will afterwards be seen, of the insurgent pea- 
sants). The catliolics were not even very sure of the emperor, 
Hutten writes, whilst the diet is sitting, " Cffisar, the report 
runs, has made up his mind to side with the pope." The Lu. 
therans mustered strong in the town, and among the people. 
Hermann Buseh writes Hutten word that a priest came out of 
the imperial palace with two Spanish soldiers, to endeavor to 
make a seizure of eighty copies of the Capdviiy of Babylon, 
which were on sale close to the gates of die palace, but that 
he was quickly obliged to fSy back into the palaoe for safety ; 
still, in order to induce Hutten to tako up arms, ho goes on to 
describe how the Spaniards caracole haughtily on their mules, 
through the principal thoroughfares of Worms, and how the 
intimidated multitude retire before them. 

Cochlffius, the catholic biographer of Luther, describes the . 
reformer's journey in a satiric strain : — " A conveyance 
was prepared for him resembling a litter, and so clooed in as 
to shelter him from the weather. He was surrounded by 
learned individuals, tJie provost Jonas, doctor Sehurff, Amsdorf, 
the theologian, &o. ; and he was received wherever he passed 
by crowds of people. Good cheer reigned in the hostelnca 
where he put up, and many a merry cup was quaffed, and 

' See, in ffaa Elucidations, the Dialogue of the Robbers, written by 
Hutten, in the view of combining the nrblea and the burgessea against 
the priests. 
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evea music heard. Luther himself, in order that ho might 
become the oyiioaiire of all eyes, played on the harp like 
another Orpheus, a tonsured and eowled Orpheus. And 
allhough tlie emperor's safe-conduct set forth that he was not 
to preach by the way, he, nevertheless, preached at Erfurth on 
Low Sunday, and published his sermon," This picture of 
Luther does not exactly assimilate with that drawn by a con- 
temporary shortly before the diet of Worms. " Martin is of 
the middle size, and so emaciated by care and study, that you 
might count every bone in his body. Yet he is still in the 
very prime of life. 'His voice is clear and penetrating. Pow- 
erful in doctrine, admirably road in the Scriptures, almost 
every verse in which he has by heart, he has acquired the 
Greek and Hebrew languages, in order to be enabled to com- 
pare and form a judgment on the translation of the Bible. He 
never has to stop, having facta and words at will {syha ingens 
verboTum el rerum). His manners are agreeable and easy, 
untinctured by severity or pride ; and he is even no enemy of 
the pleasures of life ; being lively and good-humored in soci- 
ety, and seeming everywhere quite at his ease and free from 
any sense of alarra, despite the dreadful threats of his adver- 
saries. So that it is difficult to believe that this man under, 
takes such great things without the divine protection. Almost 
the only thing with which the world reproaches him is, being 
too bitter in retort, and shrinking from no insulting expres- 
sion." We are indebted to LuUier himself for an admirable 
account of the proceedings at the diet ; an account that, gene- 
rally speaking, agrees with those given by his i 
" When the herald delivered me the summons on the '_ 

in Passion-week, and brought me a safe-conduct from tl 

peror and several princes, the same safe-conduct was, on the 
very next day, the Wednesday, violated at Worms, where 1 
was condemned and my works burnt. This news reached me 
when I was at Erfurth, The sentence of condemnation was 
already placarded in all the towns ; so that the herald himself 
asked rae whether I fras still minded to go to Worms 1 Al- 
though full of fears and doubts, I replied, ' I will go, though 
there should be there as many devils as tiles on the roofe !' 
Even on my arriving at Oppenheim, near Worms, mas. 
ter Bucer met me, to dissuade me from entering the city. 
Sglapian, the emperor's confessor, had gone to him to beg him 
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to warn me not to enter Worms, for I was doomed to be burnt 

there ! I should do better, he said, to stay in tlie neighborhood 
with Franz von Sickingen, who would gladly receive me. All 
tills was done by these poor beings to hinder me from appear- 
ing ; since, had I delayed only three daya, my safe-conduct 
.would havo been no longer available; they would have shut 
the gates, refused to listen to me, and have tyrannically con- 
demned me. But I went forward in the simplicity of my 
heart, and as soon as I was within sight of the city, wrote to 
inform Spalatin of my arrival, and ask where I was to put 
up. They were all thunder-struck at ray unexpected arrival ; 
for they had expected that their stratagems and my own terror 
would have kept me outside the walls. Two Boblcs, the lord 
of Hirsfeld and John Schott, fetched me, by the elector of 
Saxony's orders, to their own lodgings. But no prince called 

p m ly ts d lies who had a great regard 

f m It was th y h h d laid before his imperial majesty 

hi 1 d d h the clergy, with a petition 

fh fmfl lb which, if neglected, they 

mttly dtal po hm Ives. They all owe their 
d 1 t y g P 1 (p I ng). The pope wrote to 

th p todgdUi f conduct) acd the bishops 

egged hmi on to it ; but the pnncea and the states would not 
consent, fearing the uproar that would ensue. All this greatly 
added to my consideration ; they must have stood in greater 
awe of me than I of thera. Indeed, the young landgrave of 
Hesse asked to hear me, visited me, talked with me, and said, 
as he took his leave, ' Dear doctor, if you are in the right, may 
our Lord Giod be your aid.' As soon as I arrived, I wrote to 
Sglapian, the emperor's confessor, begging him to have the 
goodness to come and see me, as his inclination and leisure 
might serve. But he declined, saying that it would be useless. 
" I was summoned in due form, and appeared before the 
council of the imperial diet in the Guildhall, where the empe- 
ror, the electors, and the princes were assembled.* Doctor 
Eck, the official of the bishop of TrSvea, began, and said to 
me, ' Martin, you are called here to say whether you acknow- 

* Thoro were pTesent at. the diet, besides tha emperor, six cleotorg, 
one archduke, two laiidgravoa, five margravea, twenty-seven dultes, and 
numbers of counts, archbishops, bishops, &c. ; in all, two hundred and 
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ledge the books on the table there to be yours V and he pointed 
10 them. 'I believe so,' I answered. But Doctor Jerome 
Schurff instantly added, ' Read over their titles.' When this 
waa done, I said, ' Yes, these hooks are mine.' He then asked 
me, ' Will you disavow them V I replied, ' Most gracious 
lord, emperor, some of the writings are controversial, -and in 
Ihem I attack my adversaries. Others are didactic and doc- 
trinal ; and of these I neithef can nor will retract an iota, for 
it is God's word. But as regards my controversial writings, 
if I have been too violent, or have gone too far against any 
one, I am ready to reconsider the matter, provided I have 
time for reflection.' I was allowed a day and a might. The 
next day I was summoned hy the bishops and others who were 
to deal with me to make me retract, I told them, ' God's 
word is not mine, I cannot give it up ; but in all else my 
desire is to be obedient and docile ' The margrave Joachim 
then took up the word, and said, ' Sir doctor, as far as I can 
understand, you will allow yourself to be counselled and 
advised, except on those points affecting Scripture ?' ' Yes,' 
I answered, ' such la my wish ' They then told rae that I 
ought to defer all to the impeiial mdjesty; but I would not 
consent. They asked me if they themselves were not Chris- 
tiana, and able to decide on such things ? To this I answered, 
' Yes, provided it be without wrong or offence to the Scriptures, 
which I desire to uphold. I cannot give up that which is not 
mine.' They insisted, ' You ought to rely upon us, and be- 
lieve that we shall decide rightly.' ' I am not very ready to 
believe that they will decide in our favor against themselves, 
who have but just now passed sentence of condemnation upon 
me, though under safe-conduct. But look what I will do : 
treat me as you like, and I will forego my safe-conduct and 
give it up to you,' On this, baron Frederick von Feilitzsch 
burst forth with, ' And enough, indeed, if not too much.' 
They then said, ' At least, give up a few articles to us.' I 
answered, 'In God's name, I do not desire to defend tliose 
articles which do not relate to Scripture.' Hereupon, two 
bishops hastened to tell the emperor that I retracted. On 
which the bishop *** sent to ask me if I had consented to refer 
the matter to tlie emperor and the empire. I replied that I 
had never, and would never, consent to it. So 1 lield out 
alone against all. My ijoctor and the rest were ill-ploased al 
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my tenacity. Some told me that if I would defer the whole 
to them, they would in their turn forego and cede the articles 
which had been condemned by the council of Constance. To 
ail this I replied, ' Here is my body and my life.' 

" Cochlffius then came, and said to me, ' Martin, if you will 
forego your safe-conduct, I will dispute with you.' This, in 
my simplicity, I would have consented to, had not Doctor 
Jerome Schurff interposed, laughing ironically, with, ' Ay, 
foi-sooth, that's what is wanted. 'Tis not an unfair oiFer ; who 
would be such a fool !' ... So I remained under the safe- 
conduct. Some worthy ladividuals, besides, had interposed 
with, ' How ? You would bear him otF prisoner ? That can't 
be.' Whilst this was going on, there came a doctor from the 
margrave of Baden, who endeavored to move me by high- 
sounding words. 'I ought,' he said, 'to do and sacrifice much 
for the love of charity and maintenance of peace and union, 
and to avoid disturbance. Obedience was due to the imperial 
majesty as to the highest authority, and all occasions of scan, 
dal in the world ought to be sedulously avoided; conse- 
quently, I ought to retract. ' I heartily desire,' was my 
answer, ' in the name of charity, to obey and do everything in 
what is not against faith and the honor of Christ.' Then the 
chancellor of Treves said to me, • Martin, you aro disobedient 
to the imperial majesty, wherefore you have leave to depart 
under the safe-conduct you possess.' I aiKwered, 'It has 
been done as it has pleased the Lord. And you, in your 
turn, consider where you are left.' Tims, I took my depart- 
ure in my simplicity, without remarking or understanding all 
their subtleties. Then they put into execution the cruel edict 
of the law, which gave every one an opportuoity of taking 
vengeance on his enemy, underprefenceof his being addicted to 
the Lutheran heresy ; and yet tho tyrants haye at last been 
obliged to revoke all those acts of theirs. And it befel me on 
this wise at Worms, where, however, I had no other support 
than the Holy Ghost." 

Some other curious detailsoccur in a more extended account 
of the conference at Worms, written immediately after it, and, 
perhaps, by Luthti, though he is spoken of in it in the third 
person: — 

" Tiie day after Luther's arrival at Worms, at four o'clock 
in the afternoon, the master of the ceremonies of tho empire. 
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and the herald who had accompanied him from Wittemberg, 
came for him to hia hostelry called Tlte German Coart, and 
led him to the town-Iiall by secret passages, to escape the 
crowd which lined the streets. Notwithstanding this precau- 
tion, numbers hastened to the doors of the town-hall and tried 
to enter with Luther, but were hindered by the guards. Many 
climbed to the roofe in order to see doctor Martin. When he 
entered the hall, many nobles came up to him one after the 
other, with words of encouragement : ' Be hold,' they said to 
him, ' speak like a man, and have no fear of those who can 
Jtill bodies, but who are powerless against souls.' ' Monk,' 
said the famous captain George Frundsberg, laying his hand 
on his shoulder, ' look to it ; you are about to hazard a more 
perilous march than we have ever done. But if you are in 
the right road, God will not forsake you.' Duke John of Wei- 
mar had supplied hira with the money for his journey. Lu- 
ther replied both in Latin and in German to the questions put 
to him. He reminded the assembly at first that there were 
many things in his works which had mot with the approbation 
even of his adversaries, and urged that undoubtedly it could 
not be this part which he was called upon to revoke. Then 
he went on as follows : ' The second portion of my worlcs com. 
prises those in which I have attacked papacy and the papists, 
as having by false doctrine and evil life and examples afflicted 
Christianity both in the things of the body and those of the 
soul. Now, no one can deny, tSto. . . . Yet the popes have 
themselves taught in their Decretals that such of the pope's 
constitutions as may he opposed to the Gospel or the Fathers, 
are to be considered false and of no authority. Were I then 
to revoke this portion, I should only fortify the papisls in their 
tyranny and oppression, and open doors and windows to their 
horrible impieties, ... If would be said that 1 had recanted 
my charges against them at the order of his imperial majesty 
and the empire. God ! what a disgraceful clodt I should be- 
come for their perversity and tyranny ! The third and last 
portion of my writings is of a polemical character. And 
herein I confess that I have often been more rough and violent 
than religion and my gown warrant. I do not give myself out 
for a saint. It is not my life and conduct that I am discussing 
before you, but the doctrine of Josus Christ. Nevertheless, I 
do not think that it will suit me to retract this more than the 
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rest ; since here, too, I should only be approving of tho tyran- 
ny and impiety ivhich persecute God's people. I am only a 
man, I can defend my doctrine only after my divine Savi- 
our's example, who, when smote hy fiie servant of the high 
priest, said to him, ' If I have spoken evil, bear witness of tiie 
evil,' If then the Lord himself asked to bo interrogated, and 
that hy a sorry slave, how muoh more may I, who am but dust 
and ashes, aod may well fall into error, ask to be allowed to 
justify myself with regard to my doctrine ? ... If Scrip- 
ture testimony be against me, I will retract with all my heart, 
and will be the first to cast my books into the flames. . . . 
Beware lest the reign of our young and much to be praised 
emperor Charles (who is, with God, our present and great 
hope) should so have a fatal beginning, and an equally la- 
mentable continuance and end. . . . Therefore, with all hu- 
mility, I beseech your imperial majesty and your electoral and 
eeignorial highnesses, not to allow yourselves to bo indisposed 
towards my doctrine, save my adversaries produce just and 
convincing reasons.' 

" Aflev this speech, the emperor's orator started to his feet, 
and said that Luther had spoken beside the question, that what 
had been once decided by councils, could not be again handled 
as doubtful ; and that, consequently, all he was asked was to 
say simply and solely whether he retracted or not. Luther 
then resumed as follows : ' Since your imperial majesty and 
your highness ask me for a short and plain answer, I will give 
you one witliout teeth or horns. Except I can be convinced 
by Holy Scripture, or by clear and indisputable reasons from 
other sources (for I cannot defer to the pope only, or to coun- 
cils which have so often proved fallible), I neither can nor will 
revoke anything. As it has been found impossible to refute 
the evidences that I have quoted, my conscience is a prisoner 
to God's word ; and no one can be compelled to act against 
his conscience. Here I stand ; I cannot act otherwise. God 
be my aid. Amen !' The electors and states of the empire 
retired to consult on this answer of Luther's; and, after long 
deliberation, selected tlie judge of tlie bishop's court at Treves 
to refute him. ' Martin,' he said, ' yon have not answered 
with the modesty becoming your coi cition. Your reply does 
not touch the question propounded fi \ ou. . . . What is the 
good of again discussing points wh.-j the Church and the 
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councils Lave condemned for so many centuries? ... If 
those who oppose the decrees of councils were to force the 
Church to convince them of their errors through the medium 
of books, there would he an end to all fixity and certauity in 
Christendom ; and this is the reason his majesty asks you to 
answer plainly yes or no, whether you will retract.' On this, 
Luther besought the emperor not to allow of his being forced 
to retract in opposition to his conscience, and without his being 
convinced that he had been in error; adding that his answer 
was not sophistical, that the councils had often come to con- 
tradictory decisions, and that he was ready to prove it. The 
official briefly answered that these contradictions could not be 
proved j but Luther persisted, and offered to adduce his proofs. 
By this time it being dusk, the assembly broke up. The Spa- 
niards mocked the man of God, and loaded him with insults 
on his leaving the town-hall to return to his hostelry. 

" On tJie following day the emperor summoned the electors 
and states to take into consideration the drawing up of the im- 
perial ban against Luther and his adherents ; in which, how- 
ever, the safe-conduct was respected. 

" In the last conference the archbishop of Treves asked 
Luther what he would himself advise in order to bring the 
matter to a conclusion, Luther replied, ' The only advice to 
be given is that of Gamaliel in the Acts of the Apostles, " If 
thia counsel, or this work, be of men, it will come to naught ; 
but if it be of Giod, ye cannot overthrow it." Shortly ailor, the 
ofBcial of Treves called on Luther at his hostelry with the 
imperial safe-conduct for his return. It allowed him twenty 
days to reach a place of safety ; hut enjoined him not to 
preach, or otherwise excite the people on his journey He left 
on the nest day, April 36, and was d by h d n 

the emperor's verbal orders. Wh n h d t db 

Luther addressed a letter to tjie p nd an h e 

electors and states assembled at V n h fi st, h 

presses his regret at having been d d y 

emperor, adding, ' but Giod and God w d bo 

Ha likewise regrets his having bub n 

mjnation of the evidences wjiich he had drawn from Scripture, 
and states his readiness to present himself again before any 
other assembly that may be pointed out, and to submit himself 
to it in everythin;^ without exception, provided God's word 
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sustains no attaint." The letter to the electors and the states 
is to the same effect. To Spalatin he writes {May 14), " You 
cannot think how civilly the abbot of Hirsfeld i-eceived me. 
He sent his chancellor and his treasurer to meet us a long mile 
from his oastle, and waited for us himself some short distance 
from it with a troop of cavaliers to escort us into the city. 
The senate received us at the gate. The ahbot treated us 
sumpttiously in his monastery, and would make me lie in his 
own bed. On the morning of the fifth day they forced me 
to preach. I pointed out to them, but without avail, that they 
would lose their regales should the imperialists treat liiy 
preaching as a breach of faith, they having enjoined me not 
to preach on the road ; at the same time, I stated that I had 
never consented to lie up God's word, which was the truth, I 
also preached at Eisenach before a terrified clergyman and a 
notary, and witnesses who entered a protest against my pro- 
ceedings, alleging fear of their tyrants as their excuse. So 
you may perhaps hear it said at Worms that I have broken my 
faith, but I have not. To tie up God's word is a condition be- 
yond my power. Indeed, they tiu:oiiged on foot from Eisenach 
to us, and we entered the city in the evening : all our com- 
panions hod left in the morning Vith Jerome. For me, I 
crossed the forest to rejoin my fiesh (his parents), and had just 
quitted them, intending to go to Walterhai:^ea, when, a few 
moments after, I was made prisoner near the fort of Altenstein. 
Amsdorf, no doubt, was aware that I should be seized, but he 
does not know where I am kept. My brother, having seen 
the horsemen timeously, leapt from the carriage without leave- 
taking, and I have been told that he reached Walterbausen on 
foot that evening. As for me, they took off my robe, and made 
me dress myself as a knight, and I have allowed my hair and 
beard to grow. You would have some trouble to recognize 
me, for it is a long time since I have been able. to recognize 
myself. But here I am now living in Christian liberty, freed 
from all the tyrant's laws." 

Luther was conducted to the castle of Wartburg, but did 
not clearly know to whom he was to attribute the mild and 
honorable captivity in which he was delainod. Having die. 
missed the herald who escorted him a few leagues from 
Worms, his enemies have inferred that he was apprised of 
what was about to happen. His correspondence proves the 
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contrary. A cry of grief, liowever, was raised fhroughout 
Germany. He was supposed to have perished, and popo and 
emperor were accused. In reality, it was the elector of Sax- 
ony, Luther's protector, who, taking alarm at the sentence 
launched against him, and unable either to support or aban- 
don him, had devised this means of saving him from his 
own daring, and of gaining fimo while he strengthened his 
party. Hiding Lufhor was a sure way of raising the exalta- 
tion of Germany and ils fears for the champion of the faith, 
to the height. 
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BOOK THE SECOND. 

A. D. 1531—1528. 



L tiler's Kesidence in the Castle of Wartbui^. — He returns to Wittem- 
hets without the Elector's authority. — Hia writings against the king 
of England, and against princes in general. 

Whilst all is indignation and rage at Worms, that the daring 
nflender should have been allowed to escape, the time is gone 
by, and he soars invisibly o?er bis enemies from the heights 
of the castle of Wartburg Happy and safe in his dungeon, 
he can return to hi^ flute, smg hia German psalms, translate 
liis Bible, and thunder at the devil and the pope qmtc at his 
ease. " The report gams ground," wiites Luther, " that I 
have been made piisonez byfiienJs sent from Franconia;" 
and, at another time, "I fancy it was supposed tliat Luther 
had been killed, or condemned to utter silence, in older that 
the public mind might relapse under that sophistical tyranny 
which I am so hated for having begun 1o undermine " How- 
ever, Luther took care to let it be known that he waa still 
alive. He writes to Spalatin, " I should not be soiry if this 
letter were lost by some adroit neglect on your part, or on that 
of your friends, and should fall into our enemies' hands. Get 
the Gospel I send you copied out ; my writing must not be 
recognized." " It had been my intention to dedicate to my 
host, from this ray Patmos, a book on the Traditions of men, 
aa he had asked me for information on the subject j but I waa 
restraiaed through fear of thus disclosing the place of my 
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captivity I have had great difficulty fo get l^is letter 

forwarded to you, such is the fear of my present retreat's be- 
ing found out "{June, 1631.) " The priests and monks who 
played off their pranks whilst I was at large, have become so 
alarmed since I have been a prisoner, that they begin to soften 
the preposterous tales they have propagated about me. They 
can no'longer bear up against the pressure of the increasing 
crowd, and yet see no avenue by which to escape. See you 
not the arm of the Almighty of Jacob in all that he works, 
whilst we are silent and rest in patience and in prayer ! Is 
not the saying of Moses herein veriiied, ' Vos tacehitis, el So- 
minus pugwihit pro voMs' (The Lord shall fight for you, and 
ye shall hold your peace). One of those of Rome writes to a 
pewit* of Mentz, Luther is lost just as we could wish, but 
such is the excitement of the people, that I fear we shall hardly 
be able to escape with life, except we search for him with 
lighted candles, and bring him back." Luther dates his let- 
ters. From tite region of ike clouds ; From the regum of ike 
Urds ; or else, From amidst the birds singing sweetly ore ihe 
branches, and laudi^ God day and nigU, wiih all their 
stretch; or again, From ihe mountain j From Gie island of 
Pabnos. It is from this, his wilderness {ex eremo med), that 
he pours forth in his sad and eloquent letters the thoughts 
which crowd upon him in his solitude. " What art thou do- 
ing at this moment, my Philip ,'" he says to Melancflion ; " art 
thou not praying for mo ? For my part, seated in contempla- 
tion the live-long day, I figure to myself the image of the 
Church, whilst the words of the eighty-ninth Psalm are ever 
present to me, ' Nunqidd vane constituisU omnes Jilios Twmi- 
num r (Wherefore hast thou made all men in vain ?) God ! 
what a horrible spectre of Giod's wrath is this abominable 
reign of the antichrist of Rome ! I hate the hardness of my 
heart which does not dissolve in torrents of tears, mourning 
over the sons of my murdered people. Not one is found to 
rise up, take hia stand on God's side, or make himself a ram- 
part unto the house of Israel, in this last day of wrath 1 Oh, 
papal reign, worthy of the iees of ages ! God have mercy 
upon us !" (May 12tli.) 

* This name, applied to ono of the dignitaries of the Church, re- 
mmda one of Rabelais' marFellous birds, tho papegeU, evegota (popa. 
jays, bishop -jays), &c. 
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"When I revolve these horrible times of wrath, iny sole 
desire is to find ia my eyes floods of tears to bewail the deso- 
lation of souls bi'ought on by tliis kingdom of sin and of per- 
dition. The monster sits at Rome, in the midst of the Church, 
and gives himself out for God. Prelates flatter, sophists offer 
him incense, and there is nothing which the hypocrites will 
not do for him. Meanwhile, hell makes merry, and opens its 
immense jowl : Safan revels in the perdition of souls. For 
me, I sit the day long, drinking and doing nothing. 1 read 
the Bible in Greek and in Hebrew. I shall write something 
in German on the liberty of auricular confession. I shall 
also continue the Psalter, and the Commentaries (FosUlIas), as 
soon as the materials I require are sent me from Wittemberg, 
among ofhei-s, the Magnificat, which I have begun" (May S4th). 
This melancholy solitude was full of temptations and troubles 
for Luther. He writes to Melanothon, " Your letter has dis- 
pleased me on two grounds : flrstly, because I see that you 
bear your cross with impatience, give too much way to the 
affections, and obey the tenderness of your nature ; and, se- 
condly, because you elevate me too high, and fail into the seri- 
ous error of decking me out with various excellences, as if I 
were absorbed in God's cause. This high opinion of yours 
confounds and racks me, when I see myself insensible, hard- 
ened, sunk in idlene^ ; O grief ! seldom in prayer, and not 
venting one groan over Goifs church. What do I say ? my 
unsubdued flesh burns me with a devouring fire. In short, I 
who was to have been eaten up with the spirit, am devoured 
by the flesh, by luxury, indolence, idleness, somnolency. Is 
it that God has turned away from me, because you no longer 
pray for me ? You must taJfe my place ; you, richer in God's 
gifts, and more acceptable in his sight. Here is a week slipped 
away since I have put pen to paper, since I have prayed or 
studied, either vexed by fleshly cares, or by other temptations. 
If things do not go on better, I will to Erfurth without any 
attempt at concealment, for I must consult physicians or sur- 
geons." At this time he was ill, and undergoing great pain ; 
but he describes bis malady in too simple, rather gross terms, 
for us to translate them. His spiritual sufferings, however, 
were still more acute and were deeper seated (July 13th). 
" When I left Worms in 1531, was seined near Eisenach, and 
readed in my Patmos, the castle of Wartburg, I was in an 
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apartment far from the world, and no one could approach me 
save two noble youths, who brought me my meals twice a day. 
They had bought mo a bag of »ut3, which I put in. a chest. In 
the evening, wben I had gone to bed in the adjoining room, and 
had put out the light, I thought I heard the nuts rattling against 
each other and clicking agaiost my bed. I did not tivjuble 
myself about the matter; but was awaked some time after- 
wards by a great noiso on the staircase, as if a hundred barrels 
were being rolled from top to bottom. Yet, I knew that the 
staircase was ao secured by chains and an iron door, tliat no 
one could ascend. I got up to see what it was, and called out, 
' Is it you ?'.... Well ! so be it. . . . And I recommended 
myself to the Lord Christ, of whom it is written, Omma 
SMftjecisft pediJms ejus (Thou hast put all things under his feet), 
aa it is said in the eighth psalm, and returned to my bed.— 
Then, John von Berblibs' wife came to Eisenach, suspecting 
me to be in the castle and wishing to see me ; but the thing 
was impossible. They put me in another part of the castle, 
and the lady in the room I had occupied ; and so great was 
the uproar she heard in the night that she thought there were 
a thousand devils there," 

Luther found few books at Wartburg. He set ardently 
about the study of Greek and Hebrew j and busied himself 
with replying to Lalomus'a book, which he describes as "so 
prolix, and so ill-written." He translated into German Me- 
iancthon's Apology, in reply to the Paris doctors, and added 
a commentary fo it. He displayed, indeed, extraordinary ac- 
tivity, and, fVom his mountain height, inundated Germany with 
his writings: — "I have published a small work in reply to that 
of Catharinus, on Antichrist, a treatise in German on Con- 
fession, an explanation of the Isvii. Psalm in German, an ex- 
planation of the song of the blessed Virgin Mary, in German, 
an explanation of the xxxvii. Psalm in Gferman, and a letter 
of comfort to the church of Witfemberg. I have in the press 
a commentary in German, on the episties and gospels for the 
year ; I have also finished a public reprimand to the cardinal 
of Mentz, for the idol of indulgences which he has just set up 
in Halle, and an explanation of the miracle of the ten lepers 
— all in German. I was born for my Germans, and will serve 
them, I had begun fiom the pulpit at' Witfemberg, a popular 
exposition of botii Testaments, and had reached the xxxii. 
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chapter of Genesis in tlie Old, and the coming of St, John the 
Baptist in the New; there I was stopped" (November, 1st). 
" I am all of a tremble, and troubled in conscience because, 
yielding at Worms to your advice and that of your friends, I 
allowed the spirit to wax weal: withia me, instead of showing 
an Elias to diose idols. Let me but once again find myself 
ia their presence, and they shall hear a far differDnt tale " 
(September flth). The allusion to the archbishop of Mentz, in 
the letter just quoted, deserves explanation. It is curious to 
note the energy exhibited by Luther in this transaction, and 
how he treats the powers, the cardinal archbishop, and the 
elector himself, as their master, Spalatin had written to beg 
him to suppress his puhiic reprimand to the archbishop. Luther 
replies, " I think I never received a letter so distasteful to me 
as your last. Not only have I deferred answering it, but 1 had 
even made up my mind not to answer if. In the first place, I 
will not endure your telling me, thai ike prince will not aJlow 
of any wrUmg agcdnsl Hie people of Menit, and of the public 
peace being disWrhed. I would annihilate {perdam) you all 
sooner, you, the archbishop, and every living being. You say, 
rightly enough, that the public peace ought uot to bo disturbed ; 
and you wiR allow God's eternal peace to be disturbed by 
sucli impious and sacrilegious worlcs of perdition ? Not so, 
Spalatin, not so, prince; for Christ's sheep's sake will I resist 
with all my strength this devouring wolf, as J have resisted 
others. I send you a book against him ; it was all ready wlien 
I received your letter, which has not induced me to change a 
word in it. I mtist submit it, however, to Philip (Melancthon) 
who is to make such alterations as he may think proper. Be. 
ware of not forwarding it to Philip, or of seeking to dissuade 
him ; the thing is setti d — you will not be li t d t " (No- 
vember 11th). 

Some days afterw d h h b h p 1 If — 

"This first and faithf 1 1 t t wh 1 I Id ss d t y 
electoral grace, hav h u^h E* y J d 

gratitude, I addrcsse] y d m fi t 

your instruction and d Wl ^^ J g ? 

— churlish and rude, unworthy of a bishop and of a Christian. 
Now, though my two letters have been thrown away, I will 
not be disheartened, but, in obedience to the gospel, will address 
your grace a third warning. You have just set up again at 
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Halle the idol which beguiles good and simple Christians of 
their money and their souls, and you have thus publicly avow- 
ed that all which Tetzel did was done in concen with tlie 
archbishop of Mentz. . . . This same God still lives, doubt it 
not, and can stili withstand a cardinal of Mentz, though file 
latter had four emperors on his side. It is His pleasure to 
bi-eafc the cedars, and to lower haughty aod hardened Pharaohs. 
I beseech your grace not to tempt this God. Did you think 
that Luther was dead 1 Believe it not. He is protected by 
that God, who has already humbled the pope, and is ready lo 
begin such a game with the archbishop of Mentz; few have 
any idea of. ... . Given from my wilderness, the Sutjday 
after St. Catherine's day (Novemher 25, 1531). Tour well- 
wisher and servant, Martin Luthee." 

To this, the cardinal replied humbly, and wiUi his own 
hand :— " Dear Doctor, I have received your letter, dated the 
Sunday after St. Catherine's day, and have read it with ail 
good-will and friendship. Still, ils contents suiprise me, as 
the matter which led you to write has been remedied long ago. 
Henceforward I will conduct myself, with God's aid, as it be- 
comes a pious Christian, and ecclesiastical prince. I acknow- 
ledge.that I stand in need of God's grace, and that I am a poor 
mortal, a sinner, and fallible, sinning and deceiving himself 
daily. I know that without God's grace there is no good in 
me, and that of myself I am but a worthless dunghill. Such 
is my answer to your friendly eshoitation, for I entertain every 
desire to do you all manner of grace and good. I cheer- 
fiilly hear witli a fraternal and Christian reprimand, and I hope 
that the God of mercy will endow me with his grace and 
strength, so that I may live according to his will in this and 
all other things. Given at Halle, St. Thomas's day (Decern- 
her 31, 1521). Alhertm, manu propnd." 

The archbishop's chaplain and adviserj Fabricius Capito, in 
nn answer to Luther's letter, had found fault with his asperity, 
and had said that the great ought to be tenderly treated, ex- 
cuses made for them, and, at times, their faults even winked 
at. . , . Luther replies : — "You require genlleness and cir- 
cumspection; I understand you. But is there anything in 
common between tie Christian and the hypocrite? The 
Christian faith is a public and sincere. faith; it sees and pro- 
claims things as they really ai-e. ... My own opinion is. 
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that everything should be unmasked, that there should bo no 
tenderness, no excuses, no shutting one's eyes to anything, so 
that the truth may i-emain pure, visible, and open to the in. 
BpectJon of all. . . . Jeremiah {ch. xl.) has these words: 
' Cursed be he tlwl doeth the work of the Lord deceiifulty.' It 
is one thing, my dear Fabricius, to laud and to extenuate vice; 
another to cure it by goodness and mildness. Above aU, it 
behoveth to proclaim aloud what is just and unjust, and then, 
when the hearer is deeply impnrased by our teaching, to wel- 
come him and cheer him, despite the backslidings into which he 
may still lapse. ' Hiai that is weak in the faith reeeive ye,' 
says St. Paul. ... I hope (hat I cannot be reproached with 
ever having Jailed in charity or patience towards the weak. 
... If your cardinal had written his letter in the sincerity 
of his heart, O my Giod, with what joy, what humility, would 
I not foil at his feet ! How unworthy should I not esteem my. 
self to kiss the dust beneath them ? For am I aught else than 
dust and ordure ? Let him receive God's word, and I will be 
unto him as a faitliful and lowly servant. ... As regards 
those who persecute and condemn that word, the highest 
charity consists precisely in withstanding in every way their 
sacrilegioua furies. . . . Think you to find Luther a man 
who will consent to shut his eyes, if he be only cajoled a little 1 
. . . Dear Fabricius, I ought to give you a harsher answer 
than the present. . . . My hve inclines me to die for you, but 
whoso touches my faith touches the apple of my eye. Laugh 
at or prize love as you like, hut ftdlh, — ^the word — you should 
adore and look upon as the holy of holies : this is what we 
require of you. Expect all from our lova ; but fear, dread 
our faith. . , , I forbear replying to the cardinal himself, since I 
am at a loss how to write to him without appi-oying or blaming 
his sincerity or his hypocrisy: he must bear what Luther 
thinks through you. . , , From my wilderness, St. Antony's 
day" (January 17th, 1522). 

The preface which he prefixed to his explanation of the 
miracle of the lepers, and which he addressed to several of 
his friends, may be quoted here : — " Poor brother that I am ! 
Here have I again lighted a great flro ; have again hitten a 
good hole in the pocket of the papists j have attacked confes- 
sion ! What is now to be done with me 1 Where will they 
find sulphur, bitumen, iron, and wood enough to reduce th^ 
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pestilent heretic to ashes 1 It will be necessary at the least to 
talce the ■windows out of the churches, in. order that the holy 
priests may find room for their preachings on the Gospel ; id 
est, for their reproaches and furious vooife rations against Lu- 
ther. What else will they preach to the poor people ? Each 
must preach what he can and what he knows. . . ' Kill, kill, 
they call out, kill this heresiarcb, who seeks to overthrow the 
whole ecclesiastical polity, who seeks to fire all Christendom.' 
I hope that I may be found worthy of their proceeding to this 
extreme, and that they will heap upon me the measure of their 
fathers. But it is not yet time ; my hour is not yet como ; I 
must first exasperate still more this race of vipers, so as to 
deserve to find death at their hands.". . . Being hindered from 
plunging into the melee, he eshorts Melancthon from the 
depths of his retirement : " Though I should perish it would 
he no loss lo the Gfospel, for you are now going beyond me ; 
you are the Elisha who succeeds Elijah, and is invested with 
double grace. Be not cast down, but sing at nieht the hymn 
to the Lord which I have given to you, and I will sing it like- 
wise, having no other thought than for the word. Let him 
who is in the dark, be in the dark ; let bim who is perishing, 
perish ; provided they cannot complain that we have failed m 
our duty " (May 26th, 1531). He was next pressed to solve 
a question which he had himself raised, and which could not 
be decided by theological controversies — that relating to con- 
ventual vows. The monks, from every quarter, desired tlie 
word that was to release them from their solitary cells, and 
Melancthon shrunk frona faking the responsibility upon him- 
self; even Luther approaches the subject with hesitation : — 
" You have not yet convinced me that the priestly and monas. 
tic vow are to he regarded in the same light. I cannot but 
feel that the sacerdotal order, instituted hy God, is fre.e, but 
not the monastic ; whose votaries have chosen their state and 
voluntarily offered themselves to God. I do not hesitate to 
say that such as have not attained, or who have just arrived 
at marriageable age, and who have entered these cut-throat 
dens, need have no scruple in leaving them ; but 1 dare not 
say the same for those who are advanced in years, or who 
have long embraced the state. Howevei', as Paul, speaking 
of priests, gives a very comprehensive decision, saying that it 
is tile devil who has interdicted them marriage, and as the 
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voice of Paul is the voice of the Majesty of Heaven, I nothing 
doubt that we ought openly to abide by the same ; and so, 
although when they took the vow they bound themselves by 
this prohibition of the devil's, yet, now that they know to what 
they have bound themselves, they may confidently uobind 
themselves (August 1st). For my own part, I have often 
dissolved, without any scruple, vows contracted before the ago 
of twenty, and would still dissolve such, because every one 
must see that they have been contracted without deliberation 
or knowledge. But those whose vows I so dissolved liad not 
yet changed their state or habit ; as to such as have already 
discharged iu their monasteries the functions of the sacrifice, 
I have as yet dared nothing. The vain beliefe of men still 
overshadow and perplex me "(August 6th, 1521). Some- 
times he feeis more confident and spealcs out plaialy ; — " As 
to monastic and priestly vows, Philip and I have conspired in 
right earnest to annihilate them. . . . Every day brings me 
such fresh proofs of the monstrosities arising from the accursed 
celibacy of the young of both sexes, that no words are more 
odious to my ears than the names of nun, monlc, priest ; and 
marriage seems to me a paradise even in the depths of po- 
verty " (November 1st), 

In his preface to his work, De YoUs MonasUcis, written in 
the form of a letter to his father (November 21st, 1521), Lu- 
ther says :...."! did not turn monk voluntarily. Terri- 
fied hy a sudden apparition, surrounded by death, and con- 
ceiving myself summoned by Heaven, I made an inconsiderate 
and forced vow. When I told you this, you answered, ' God 
send it be not a vision of the devil's raising !' These words, 
as if God had spoken by your lips, sank deeply into me ; but 
I shut my heart, as much as I could, against you and your 
words. In like manner, when I subsequently objected your 
anger to you, you relumed me an answer which struck me 
as no other speech has struck me, and which has remained 
graven on my heart. You said to me, ' Have you not also 
heard that you should -obey your parents?' But I was obdu- 
rate in my devotional intent, and hearkened to what you said 
as being only of man. Still, at the bottom of my soul I could 
neverdespise these words.". . ." I remember that when I had 
taken my vows, my fatlier by the flesh, who was at first 
highly irritated, exclaimed when he was appeased, ' Heaven 
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grant it be aot a trick of Satan's !' a saying which liEis struck 
such deep root in my heait, that I never heard anything ft-om 
his mouth which I remembered more tenaciously. Methinlta 
God spoke by his lips." (September 9th.) He advises Weo. 
ceslaus Link to allow the moalis to quit their convents as they 
liked: — "I am certain that you will neither do nor suffer 
anything to be done contraiy to the Gospel, though the amii- 
hilation of ail monasteries were lo follow. I do not like the 
tumultuous rush out that I have heard of. , . . Yet I do not 
think it good and convenient to call them back, although they 
have not acted well and suitably. You must, after the ex- 
ample of Cyrus, in Herodotus, allow those to leave who wish ; 
but neither forcibly expel nor retain anyone. . . ," He dis- 
played similar tolerance when the inhabitants of Erfurth pro. 
ceeded to acts of violence against the Catholic priests. At 
Witterabei^, Carlstadt soon fulfilled and even exceeded Lu- 
ther's instructions. " Good God I" exclaims the latter, in a 
letter to Spalalin, " will our Wiftemberg folk malse even the 
monks marry I For my part, they will not get me to take a 
wife. Be on your guard against manying, that you may not 
fall into the tribulation of the flesh." (August 6th.) 

This hesitation and those precantiooa are clear proofs that 
Luther rather followed than ledthemovement, which was hur- 
rying all minds out of the ancient ways. " Origen," he writes 
to Spalatin, " had a separate lecture for the women ; why 
should not Melancthon try something of the kind ? He can 
and ought, for the people are athirat and a-liungered. I am 
exceedingly ansioua also that Melancthon should preach 
somewhere, publicly, in the town, on holydays, after dinner, 
to supplant gaming and drinking. One would thus learn to 
restore libeity, and to fashion it on the model of the ancient 
Church. For if we have broken with all human laws and 
shaken off the yoke, shall we stop at Melancthon'a not being 
shorn and anointed, at his being married? He is veritable 
priest, and discharges the priest's office j except that office be 
not the teaching of the word. Othenvise, no more will Christ 
be priest, since he sometimes teaches in the synagogues, 
sometimes on board ship, sometimes on the sea-shore, some- 
times on the mountain : he has filled every part, in every 
place, at every hour, without ceasing to be himself. Melanc- 
thon, too, should read the gospel to the people in German, as 
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he has boijun to read it in Latin, in oi-dci that he may tliua 
gr dually qualify himself for a German bishop, as he haa be- 
come a Latin bishop." (September 9th.) Meanwhile, the 
emperor bemg taken up with the wars with the French king, 
the elector gained confidence, and allowed Luther a little 
ij oie hberty ; — " I have gone hunting these two days, in order 
to see what this yXtKiriKfoy (sweet-bittev) sport of heroes ia iike. 
We caught two hares, and some poor wretched partridges ; 
a fitting occupation for idle men. I theologized, however, in 
the midst of the nets and doge : as much pleasure as the sight 
gave me, just as much was it for me a mystery of pity and 
of pain. What does the amusement image forth except tlie 
devil with his impious doctors as dogs; that is to suy, the 
bishops and theologians who hunt these innocent little beasts. 
I was deeply sensible of the sad mystery shadowed forth in 
these simple and faithful animals. Take another more atro- 
cious picture; We had saved a leveret alive. I had covered 
it up in the sleeve of my gown,; but leaving it for a moment, 
the doga found the poor fliing, and broke its right leg and 
sti-angled it thi-ough the gown. It is thua that the pope and 
Sataa rage to ruin even the souls that are saved. In short, I 
am sick of this sport, Metlijnks I should prefer piercing with 
darts and arrows beara, wolves, wild-boars, foxes, and the 
whole tribe of wicked doctors. ... I write thus lightly to 
teach you courtiers, devourers of beasts, that you will be 
beasts in your turn in Paradise, where Christ, the great hunter, 
will know bow to take and encage you. 'Tis you who are the 
sport while you are enjoying the sport of hunting." (August 
the 15th.) All things considered, Luther was not dissatisfied 
with his residence at Wartburg, where, in bis liberal trcat- 
nient, he recognized the elector's hand, " The owner of this 
place treats me much better than I deserve." (June 10th.) 
" I do not want to be a burthen to any one. But I am con- 
vinced that I live hei'c at the expense of our prince, otherwise 
I would not stay an hour longer. You ■ know that if any 
one's money should be spent, it is that of princes." (August 
I5th.) 

At the close of November, 1531, his desire to see and ex- 
hort his disciples led him to make a short excursion to Wit- 
tombei^; buthetook care that the elector should know nothing 
of it. " I conceal," he writes to Spalatin, " both my journey 
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and my return from him. For what reason ? You know it 
well enough." 

Thia reason was, the alarming character assumed by the 
Reformation ia the hands of Carlstadt, of theological dema- 
gogues, of breakers of images, Anabaptists, aad others, who 
began to start up. "I have seen the prince of those prophets, 
Claus-Stork, stalking about with the air and in tlie attire of 
those soldiers whom we call lamikneeht ; there was another, 
too, in a long gown, and Doctor Gerard, of Cologne. Stork 
seems to me carried away by a fickleness of mind, which will 
not allow him to depend on his own opinion. But Satan 
makes himself sport with these men." {September 4th, 1532.) 
Still, Luther did not attach any great importance to this 
movement : " I quit not my retreat, he writes, " I budge not 
for these prophets, for they little move me." (January I7th, 
1522,) He charged Meianethon to try them ; and it was 
on this occasion that he addressed to him the following fine 
letter: — (January 13th, 1532): " If you wish to put their 
inspiration to the proof, ask them whether they liave experi- 
enced those spiritual agonies and those divine births, those 
deaths and these hells. ... If you hear only of sweet, and 
peaceful, and devout things (as they say), albeit they should 
profess to be caught up to the third heaven, sanction nothing 
of the Isind. The sign of the Son of Man is wanting — the 
jSifiapM (touchstone), the soleproof of Christians, the rule which 
distinguishes minds. Do you wish to know the place, the 
manner, and the time of diviae colloquies t Listen : ' As a 
lion, so will he hreak all my bones' ^e. ' Why easiest Ovm ojf 
my soul? wliy Iddest Hum thy face Jrom me V SfC. ' The sor- 
rows of death coaepassed me, and the jwins tf hell gal hold upon 
me.' The Majesty of Heaven does not speak, as they pretend, 
immediately, and in sight of man : nay, ' No man shall see rm 
and Uve.' Therefore, He speaketh by the mouth of men ; 
because we cannot all receive His word. The Virgin even 
was troubled at the sight of an angel. Hearken, also, to the 
cry of Daniel and of Jeremiah : ' Correct me, but mOt judg- 
ment, not in tMne anger ?' " On January 17th he writes ; 
' Take care that our prince does not stain his hands with the 
blood of these new prophets. You must fight with the word 
alone, conquer with the word alone, destroy with the word 
what they have raised by force and violence. ... 1 condemn 
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solely by the word : let him who believeth believe and follow j 
let the unbeliever continue in his unbelief and go his way. 
No one must be ferccd unto the faith or the things of the faith, 
but be prevailed upon by the word, I condemn images, but 
by the word ; not that they may be burnt, but that no trust 
may be put in them.' " 

But things were taking place in Wittemberg which would 
not suffer Luther to remain longer in his dungeou. He set 
off without asking the elector's leave. A curious account of 
his jomaey is given by one of the historiana of the Reforma- 

" John Kessler, a young theologian of Saint-Gall, on his 
way with a friend lo Wittemberg to finish his studies there, 
fell in one evening in an iaa near the gates of Jena with Lu- 
ther, who wore a riding dress. They did not know him. The 
horseman had a little book before him, which, as they saw 
afterwards, was the Psalter in Hebrew, He saluted them po- 
litely, and invited them to scat themselves at his table. In 
the course of conversation, he inquired what was thought of 
Luther in Switzerland 1 Kessler replied, that some did cot 
know how lo laud him enough, and thanked God for having 
sent him on earth to exalt the truth ; wiiilst others, and espe- 
cially the priests, denounced him as a heretic who was not to 
be spared. From something which the innkeeper said to the 
young travellers, they took him lo bo Ulrich von Hutten. 
Two traders ■ came in. One of them drew from his pocket, 
aniLput on the table by him, a newly-printed work of Luther's, 
in Xeets, and asked if they had seen it. Luther said a few 
words about the indifference towards serious matters mani- 
fested by the princes at that time assembled at the diet of Nu. 
remherg. He also expressed his hopes ' that the Gospel truth 
would bear more fruit in succeeding generations, which should 
not have been poisoned by the Papal error.' One of the 
traders said, ' I am imskilled in these questions ; but, to my 
mind, Luther must either be an angel from heaven or » devil 
from hell ; at all events, I will spend the last ten florins that I 
have saved up in going to confess to him.' This conversation 
took place during supper, Luther had settled beforehand with 
the hosteller to pay the reckoning of the whole company. 
When the party broke up, Luther shook hands with the two 
Swiss (the traders had been called away by their business) 
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and begged tliem to bear his remembrances to Doctor Jeroma 
Schurli) their countryman, as soon as they reached Wittem- 
berg. And wlien they inquired whose remembrances it was 
they were to bear, he replied : ' Simply tell him that he who 
is to come salutes him ; he will be sure to understand from 
whom the message comes.' When the ti-aders returned, and 
leamt that it was Luther with whom they had been talking, 
they were in despair that they had not known it sooner, that 
they had not shown him more respect, and had spoken so sil- 
lily before him. The following morning they were up be- 
times, on purpose to see him before he left, and to tender him 
their most humble excuses. Luther only owned to its being 
liimself by implication." 

. On his road to Wittemberg, he wrete to the elector, who had 
forbade him to leave Wartburg ;",... I do not hold tlie 
Gospel of men, but of Heaven, of our Lord Jesus Christ ; aad 
I might well have called myself his servant, and assumed the 
name of evangelist, as I intend doing henceforward. If I have 
sought to he examined, it is not that I doubted the goodness of 
my cause, but through deference aoH humility alone. Now, 
seeing that this excess of humility only depreciates the Gos- 
pel, and that the devil, if I yield an inch of ground, seeks to 
take possession of the whole, ray conscience compels me to 
act diJierently. It is enough that, to please your electoral 

Erace, I have spent a year in retirement. Well does the devil 
now that this was through no fears of mine. He sa\v ray 
ficarl wbea I entered Worms. Had that town been filled with 
devils 1 would joyfully have flung myself into it. Now, duke 
George cannot even pass for a devil ; and I leave it to your 
electoral grace whether it would not be offensive to tlie Father 
of all mercy, who bids us put our trust in Him, to fear tho 
anger of this dulce ? Did God summon me to Leipsic, hia 
capital, as He summons me to Wittemberg, I would thither 
(forgive the silly expression) though it should rain Duke 
Georges nine days on end, and each nine limes more furious 
than he. . . . He takes Jesus Christ, then, for a man of str&w. 
The Lord may bear with this for a time, but not always. No 
more will I conceal iiom your electoral grace that I have 
more than once besought God with tears to be pleased to en- 
Ughten the duke; and I will do so odcb moie with all Bcal, 
■bat it ahall be for the last timf I oIm litg jour grace's own 
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prayers, and that you would order prayere to be put up, to the 
end that we may turn away from him, if God so please, that 
fearful judgment whicli, alas! tlireatens him each day more 
nearly. I wi;ile this to apprise you that I am on my way to 
Wittemberg, under higher protection than that of the elector; 
so that I have no intention of asking your grace's support. 
Nay, I even believe I shall bo a better protection to the elec- 
tor than the elector to me ; and did I tliink that I had io trust 
to him I should stay my steps. The swoi-d is powerless here. 
G!od must act without man's interference. He, in whom faith 
most abounds, will be the most efficacious protector; and, as 
I feel your grace's faitli to be still weak, I can by no means 
recognize in you him who is to protect and save me. Your 
electoral grace asks me what you are to do under these cir- 
cumstances, iJiinking you have done ^ittle hitherto ? I an- 
swer, with all submission, that your grace has done only too 
much, and that you should do nothing. God desireth not all 
this uneasinesfi and turmoil about His cause ; but that we 
should trust in Him alone. If your grace entertain this 
faith you will reap peace and security ; if not, I at least will 
rest in faith, and shall be obliged fo leave to your grace tlie 
torment with which God punishes unbelievers. Since, then, 
I decline complying witli your grace's exhortations, you will 
be justified before God if I am taken or am put to death. And, 
before men, it is my wish your grace should act as follows : — 
That you be obedient to authority like a good elector, allow 
the emperor to rule in his states confonnably with the laws of 
the empire, and forbear from resisting any power which shall 
attack my liberty or my life; for no one ought to disarm an- 
thority or resist it, save Him who has instituted it ; else 'tis 
revolt, and against God. I only hope tliat they will have 
sense enough to discern that your electoral grace is too high in 
plane to turn my gaoler ; so that, if you leave the doors open 
and insist on tlie recognition of tlie safe-eonduet, should they 
come to seize me, you will have satisfied the calls of obe- 
dience. On the eontraiy, if they are unreasonable enough to 
order your grace yoursdf to lay hands on me, I will so manage 
that you shall suffer on my account no prejudice in ixsdy, goods, 
or soul. 1 will explain myself, if necessary, more at leogifc 
another time. I forward tliis, for fear of your grace's being dis. 
tressed at hearing of my arrival ; for, as a Christian, I ought *o 
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comfort every one and harm none. If your grace had faith you 
would behold tlie wondrous things of God ; but if you yet 
have it, not, you have yet seen nothing. Let us love and glo- 
rify Giod for ever. Amen. Written at Borna, with my guide 
by me, Ash Wednesday {March 5th), 1533, Your electoral 
grace's most humble servant, Maktin Ltjthbk." 

i March 7lh.) TJie elector had requested Lutlier to explain 
lim his reasons for returning to Wittemberg, in a letter 
which might be shown to the emperor. Luther, in his letter, 
gives three reasons : — The urgent entreaties of the Church 
of Wittemberg ; the confusion that had arisen in his flock ; 
and, thirdly, the desire to hinder, as far as in him lies, the 
outbreaks which he considers to be imminent. 

"... My second reason for returning," he writes, " is, 
that during my absenoe Satan has entered my sheepfold, and 
has committed ravages which I can only repair by my- own 

Sesence and lively word ; writing would have been useless, 
y conscience would not allow me to delay longer ; I waa- 
bound to disregard not only your highness's favor or disfavor, 
but the whole world's wrath. It was my flock, the flock en- 
trusted to me by God, my children in Christ Jesus ; I could 
not hesitate a moment. I am bound to suffer death for them, 
and would cheerfully lay down my life, with God's grace, 
even as it is asked by Jesus Christ (St. John x. 11). Could 
my pen have remedied the mischief, wherefore should I have 
come ? Why not, if my presence were unnecessary, have 
made up my mind to quit Wittemberg for ever V . . In the 
same month, soon after his return to Wittemberg, Luther writes 
to his friend Hartmuth von Kronberg. "... Satan, who it 
ever Imsy anurngst the children of God, as Job says (i. 6, 7), 
has just done us all, and me in particular, a grievous mischief. 
Not all my enemies, however near they have often been to me, 
have ever struck me such a blow as I have sustained at the 
hands of my friends. I am forced to own that the smoke 
from this fire offends alike my eyes and heart. ' 'Tis by at- 
tacking him on this side,' Satan has said to himself, ' that I 
can prostrate Luther's courage, and overcome his stubborn 
mind. This time ho will not escape me.' ■ . . Perhaps God 
designs to punish me by this stroke for having repressed the 
spirit within me at Worms, and spoken too gently to the ty- 
rants. The pagans, it is true, have since then accused me of 
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having shown pride. They know not what faith ia. I yielded 
to the entreaties of my good friends, who would not havo me 
appear too unpolished ; but I have often repented of this defer, 
ence and humility, ... I myself no longer know Luther, 
and wish not to know him. What I preach comes not from 
him, but from Jesus Christ. Let the dovil fly away with Lu- 
ther if he can, I care not, so long as he leaves Jesus Christ 
reigning in all hearts." 

About the middle of this year, Luther broke out witli the 
greatest violence against princes. A great number of princes 
and bishops (amojigst the rest, duke George) had just prohibit- 
ed the translation which he was then publishing of tho Bible ; 
and the price was returned to such as had purchased it. Lu- 
ther boldly took up the gauntlet so thrown down ; — " We have 
reaped tho first fruits of victory, and have triumphed over the 
papal tyranny, which had weighed down Icings and princes ; 
how much easier will it not be to bring the princes themselves 
to their senses ! . . . I greatly fear troubles arising, if they 
continue to hearken to that silly-pated duke George, which 
will bring ruin on princes and mi^istrates, over all Germany ; 
and, at the same time, involve the clergy in a similar fate. 
Such is my view of ijie aspect of affairs. Tho people aro 
agitated in all directions, and on the look-out. They will, they 
can no longer suffer themselves to be oppressed. This is the 
Lord's doing. He shuts the eyes of the princes to these me- 
nacing symptoms, and will bring the whole to a consummation, 
by their blindness , and their violence. Methinks I see Ger- 
maJiy swimming in blood ! I tell them that the sword of civil 
war is hanging suspended over their heads. They are doing 
fheir utmost to ruin Luther, and Luther does his utmost to 
save them. Destruction is yawning, not for Luther, but for 
them ; and they draw nigh of themselves, instead of shrink- 
ing back. I believe the Spirit now speaks in me ; and that 
if the decree of wrath goes forth in heaven, and neither prayer 
nor wisdom can avail, we shall obtain that our Josiah sleep in 
peace, and the world be leil to itself in its Babylon. — Althougr. 
hourly exposed to death, in the midst of my enemies, and with- 
out any human aid, I have yet never so despised anything in my 
life as these stupid threats of prince Geoi^e'a and his fellows. 
The Spirit, doubt it not, will master duke George and his 
comrades in folly. 1 have written all this to you fasting, and 
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at a very early liour, with my heart filled with pious, confi- 
dence. My Christ lives and reigna; and I shall live and 
reifvn." (March 19lh.) 

About the same time, Henry-YIII. published the work 
which he had got his chaplain Edward Lee to write, and in 
which he announced himself the champion of the chureh. ' 

" This work betrays royal ignorance, hut a yitulence and 
mendacity as well, which are whgljy. Lee's." ■ (July 22d.) 
Luther's reply canae out the following year, arid exceeded in 
violence oven all that might have been expected fivam his writ- 
ings against tlie pope. Never had any private man before 
him, addressed a monarch in such contemptuous and audacious 

" To the words of fathers, men, angels, devils, I oppose, not 
ancient usage, or a multitude of men, but the word alone of 
the Eternal Majesty — the Gospel which they themselves are 
forced to recognize. On this, I take my stand ; this is my glory, 
my triumph ; and from this, I mock popes, Thomisls, Henri- 
cists, sophists, and all the gates of hell. I care little about the 
words of men, whatever their sanctity, and as Utile for tradi- 
tion and deceitful mage. God's word is above all. If I have 
the Divine Majesty with me, what signifies all the rest, even 
if a thousand Austin friars, a thousand Cyprians, a thousand 
of Honiy's churches, were to rise up against me 1 God can- 
not err, or be deceived ; Augiastin and Cyprian, as well as all 
the elect, can err, and have erred. The mass conquered, we 
have, I opine, q 1 th p p d m Th m s it 

were the rock h h th p p d h t st es. 

epiHcopaeies, c 11 Ita t 

which, in fine, 1 1 P i as f 

topple down alo g w tl I b m ti 
mass. In Chri t lb t odd 

the Roman abomm ti h h h d 

place, and had b m ss f 1 m 

Who then is th H y I is Tl m 
monster, that I sh Id p 1 bl ph n 
Ho is file defendei of tlie Church , J cs 
which he exalts so high, of (he whore who lives in purple, 
drunken with debauch, of that mother of fornications. My 
leader is Christ ; and with one anJ the same blow, I will dast 
in pieces this Church and its defenders, who are but one. Mj 
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THE SECULAK POWE 1. 79 

doctrines, I feel convinced, are of heaven. 1 Inie tiiump^ed 
with them over Iiim who hns more strengtli and eiaftnihia 
little finger than ail popes, Itings, and doctors, put to4,etiiei 
My doctrifies will remain, and the pope will fall, Dotwitliatand 
log all the gates of hell, and all the powers of the an, the 
eai-th, and the sea. They have defied oie to wai , well, they 
shall have war. They have despised the peace I offeied tliem , 
peace shall no moi-e be theirs. God will see which of thu two 
will first have enough of it, the pope or Luther. Thrice have 
I appeared before them. I entered Worms, well aware that 
Cfqaar was to violate the public faith in my person. Luther, 
the fugitive, the trembling, came to oast himself within the 
teeth of Behemoth. . . . But they, these terrible giants, has 
one single one of them presented himself for these three years 
at Wittemberg ? And yet they might have come ia all safety, 
under the Emperor's guarantee. The cowards ! Do they 
dare yet to hope for triumph ? They thought that my flight 
would enable them to retrieve their shameful ignominy. It is 
DOW known by all the world ; it is known that they have not 
had the courage to face Luther alone." (a.d. 1523.) 

He was still more violent in the treatise which he published 
in German on the Secular Power : " Princes are of the world, 
and the world is alien from God j so that tliey live according 
to the world, and against God's law. Be not surprised then 
by their furious raging against the Gospel, for diey cannot 
but follow the laws of their own nature. You must know, 
that from the beginning of the world, a wise prince has been 
rare j still more an honest and upright prince. They are gene- 
rally great fools, or wicked castaways (maxime fattd, pessimi 
nebulmes super Urram). And so the worst is always to be 
expected from them, and scarcely ever good ; especially when 
the salvation of souls is concerned. They serve God as lie 
tors and executioners, when he desires to chastise the wicked. 
Our God is a powerfiil King, and must have noble, illustrious, 
rich executioners and Uctors, such as they, and wills them to 
have riches and honors in abundance, and to be feared of all. 
It is his divine pleasure that we style his executioners merci- 
ful lords, that we prostrate ourselves at their feet, that we be 
their most humble subjects. But these very executioaeis do 
not push the tnck so far, as to desire to become good pastors. 
If a prince be wise, upright, a Christian, it is a great miracle, 
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a precious sign of divine iavor ; for, commonly, it happens as 
with the Jews, to whom God said, ' I will give Ihco a king ia 
my anger, and take him away in my wrath ' {Dabo tibi regem 
in furore meo, et alteram in mdigaaUcme mea). And look at 
our Christian princes who protect the faith, and devour the 
Turk. , . . Good people, trust not to them. In their great 
wisdom, they are about to do something ; they are about to 
break their necks, and precipitate nations into disasters and 
misery, , . . Now I will make the blind to see, in order that 
they may understand these four words in Psalm evii. Efuit- 
dit contemptum super prmcipes (He poureth contempt on 
princes). I swear to you by God himself, that if you await 
for mea to come and shout in your ears those four words, you 
are lost even though each of you were as powerful as the 
Turk ; and then it will avail you nothing to swell yourselvea 
out and grind your teeth. . . Already there are very few 
princes who are not treated aa fools and knaves ; for the plain 
reason that tbey show themselves such, and the people begin 

to use their understanding Good masters and lords, 

govern with moderation and justice, for your people will not 
long endure your tyranny ; they neither can, nor will. Thia 
world is no more the world of former days, in which you went 
hunting down men like wild beasts." Luther remarks wirti 
regard to two severe rescripts of tho emperor's against him : 
"I exhort every good Christian to pray with me for these blind 
princes, whom God has no doubt sent us in his wrath, and not 
to follow them against the Turks. The Turk is ten times 
more able and more religious than our princes. How can 
these wretches, who tempt and blaspheme God so horribly, 
succeed against him ? Does not that poor and wretched crea. 
ture, who is not for one moment sure of his life, does not our 
emperor impudently boast that he is the true and sovereign 
defender of the Christian faith 1 Holy Scripture says that the 
Christian faith is a rock, against which the devil, and death, 
and every power shall be broken; that it is a divine power, 
and that this divine power can be protected from death by a 
child, whom the slightest touch would throw down. O God ! 
how mad is this world ! Hero is the king of England, who, 
in his inrn, styles himself, Defender of the Faith ! Even the 
Hungarians boast of being the protectors of God, and sing in 
their litooies, ' Vt nos defmsorea iuos exaudire digneria 
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(Vouchsafe to hear us, thy defenders). . . . Why are not 
there princes to protect Jesus Christ as well, and otliers to de- 
fend the Holy Ghost ? On this fashion, the Holy Tnuityand 
the faith would, I conclude, at last bo fitly guarded !"..,, 
(a. d. 1533). 

Daring like this alarmed the elector. Luther could hardly 
reassure him: — "I call to mind, my dear Spalatin, what I 
wrote from Bora to the elector, and would to Giod that, warned 
by such evident mmis fi-ora God'a own hand, you would but 
have faith. Have I not escaped these two years from every 
attempt 1 Is not the elector not only safe, but has he not for 
this year past seea the rage of the princes abated J It is not 
hard for Christ to protect Christ in this cause of mino ; which 
the elector espoused, induced by God alone. Could I devise 
any means of separating him from this cause, without casting 
shame on the Gospel, I should not grudge even my life. Nay, 
I had made sure that before a year was over, they would drag 
me to the stake ; and in this was my hope of his deliverance. 
Since, however, we cannot comprehend or divine God's de- 
signs, we shall ever be perfectly safe if we say — ' Thy will 
be done!' And I have no doubt but that the prince will be 
secure from all attack, so long as he does Dot publicly espouse 
and approve our cause. Why is he forced to partake our 
disgrace t God only knows ; although it is quite certain that 
this is not to his hurt or danger, but, on the contrary, to the 
great benefit of his salvation " (October 12ih, 1523). 

What constituted Luther's safety, was the apparent immi- 
nency of a general revolutionary movement. The lower 
classes grumbled. The pelty nobility, more impatient, took 
the initiative. The rich ecclesiastical prmeipalities lay ex- 
posed as a prey ; and it seemed as if their piUage would be 
tlie signal for civil war. The catholics themselves protested by 
legal means, against the abus^ which Luther had pointed out 
in the church. In March, 1523, the diet of Nuremberg sus-' 
pended the execution of the imperial edict against Luther, and 
drew up against the clei^ the Centum Gravamina (The Hun- 
dred Grievances). Already the most zealous of the princes 
of the Rhine, Franz von Sicitingen, had begun the contest 
between the petty barons and princes, by attacking the Pala- 
tine. " Matters," exclaimed Luther, « are come to a grievous 
pass. Certain signs indicate approaching revolution; and 
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sed Germany is tlireatencd either with a n 
r its last day " (January ISth, 1523). 



CI-IAPTER II. 

Besmnin53 of the Lulhoran Church.— A f temp ta at organ izatbn, &c. 

The most active and laborious period of Luther's life waa 
that succeeding his return to Wittemherg. Ho was eon- 
atraiaed to go oo with the Pi,efornialion, to advance each day 
on the road he had opened, to surmount new obstacles, and 
yet, from time to lima, to stop in tliis work of destruction to 
reconstrnot aod rebuild as well aa he might. His life loses 
the unity it presented at Worms, and in the castle of Wart- 
burg. Hurried from his poetic solitude into a vortex of the 
meanest realities, and cast as a prey to the world, 'tis to him 
that all the enemies of Rome will apply. All flock fo him, 
and besiege his door — princes, doctors, or burgesses. He 
has to reply to Bohemians, to Italians, to Swiss, to all Europe. 
Fugitives arrive from every quarter. Indisputably, the most 
embarrassing of these are the nuns who, having fled from 
their convents, and having been rejected by their families, 
apply for an asylum to Luther, This man, thirty-six yeara 
of age, finds himself obliged to receive these women and 
maidens, and be to them a father. A poor monk, his own 
situation a necessitous one (see, above, c. iv.), be labors to 
get some small help for them from the parsimonious elector, 
who is allowing himself to die of hunger. To sink into these 
straits, after his triumph of Worms, was enough to calm the 
reformer's exaltation. 

The answers he returns to the multitude that come to con- 
suit him, are impressed with a liberality of spirit which, after- 
wards, we shall sot him occasionally lose sight of; when, 
raised to he the head of an established church, he shall him. 
self experience the necessity of staymg the movement which 
he had impressed on religious thought. 

First comes the pastor of Zwickau, Hausmann, calling on 
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Luther to determine the limits of evangelical liberty. He 
answei-s : — " We grant full liberty witli regai-d to the com- 
munion in both kinds; but to such as approach becomingly 
and witb fear. In all tiie rest, let us observe the usual ritual, 
let each follow his own lights, and each inteiTogate his o\m 
conscience, how to answer to the Gospel." The Moravian 
brethren come next, the Vaudois of Moravia (March 26tb, 
1533). " Tbe sacrament itself," writes Luther to tliem, " is 
not so indispensable as to render faith and charity superfluous. 
It is madness to be meddling with these poor matters, to the 
neglect of the precious concerns of salvation. Where faith 
and charity are, there can be no sin either in adoring or not 
adoring. On the contrary, where faith and charity are not, 
there cannot but be one enduring sin. If these wranglers 
will not say concomitance, let them say otherwise, and give 
over disputing, since they agree fundamentally. Faith, 
charity does not adore (it is the worship of saints that is al- 
luded to), because it knows that adoration is not commanded, 
and that there is no sin in not adoring. So does it pass at 
liberty through the midst of tlieae people, and reconciles them 
all, by leaving each to enjoy his own opinion. It forbids 
wrangling with and condemning one another, for it hates sects 
and schisms. I would resolve the question of the adoration 
of God in the saints, by saying, that it is altogether indif- 
ferent, and open to individual choice or rejection." He ex- 
pressed himself in regard to this latter subject with singular 
haughtiness: "To my own marvel, my opinion of the worship 
of saints is so called for by the whole world, that I feel forced 
to publish it. I had rather the question were snfiered to rest, 
for the one reason that it is unnecessary " (May 29th, 1522), 
" As to the exhibition of relics, I think they have already been 
exhibited over and over again, throughout the whole world. 
With respect to purgatory, it seems to me a very doubtful 
matter. It is probable that, with the exception of a smtdl 
number, all the dead sleep in a state of insensibility. I do 
not suppose purgatoiy to be a determinate spot, as imagined 
by the sophists. To believe them, all those who are neither 
in heaven nor in hell, are in purgatory. Who daro affirm 
tliis t The souls of the dead may sleep between heaven, 
earth, hell, purgatory, and all things, as it happens with the 
living, in profound sleep. ... I talte this to be the pain 
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■which is called the foretaste of hell ; and from which Christ, 
Moses, Ahraham, David, Jacob, Job, Ilezekiah, and many 
others, suffered such agony. And as this is like hell, and yet 
temporary, whether it take place in the body or out of the 
body, it is purgatory to me " (January 13th, 1523), 

In Luther's hands, confession loses the character it had 
assumed under the Churcli. It is no longer that formidable 
tribunal which shuts and opens heaven. With him, the 
priest simply places his wisdom and his experience at the peni- 
tent's service; and from the sacrament which it was, con- 
fession is transformed into a ministry of comfort and good ad- 
vice. "It needeth not, in confession, to recapitulate all one's 
sins; each can tell what he likes ; we shall stooe no one for 
this ; if they confer from the bottoni of their heart that they 
are poor sinners, we are satisfied. If a murderer said on his 
trial that I had given him absolution, I should say — I know 
not whether he is absolved, for it is not I who confess and ab- 
solve, it is Christ. A woman at Venice killed, and flung into 
the water, a young gallant who had slept with her. A monk 
gave her absolution, and then informed against her. The 
woman produced in her defence the monk's absolution. The 
senate decided that the monk should be burnt and the woman 
banished the city. It was a truly wise sentence. But if I 
gave a notification signed with my own hand to an alarmed 
conscience, and it were handed to the judge, I might lawfully 
insist on his giving it up to mo, as I did with dulte George ; 
for he who holds another's letters, without a good title to them, 
is a thief." As to mass, from the year 1519, he treats its ex- 
ternal celebration as a matter of perfect indifference ; writing 
to Spalatin, " You ask me for a model form of ceremonial for 
mass. I implore you not to trouble yourself about minutiffi 
of the kind. Pray for those whom God shall inspire you to 
pray for, and keep your conscience free on this subject. It 
la not so important a matter as to require us to shackle still 
further by decrees and traditions the spirit of liberty ; the 
prevailing traditions that overburthen the mass are enough, 
and more than enough." Towards the end of his life, in 
1542, be again wrote to the same Spalatin (November, lOlh): 
— " With regard to the elevation of the host do just as it 
pleases you. I wish no fetters forged on indifierent matters. 
This la the strain in which I write, have written, and ever 
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shall write to all who worry me OQ this question." Never- 
theless, he rccogniaed the necessity of external worship : — 
" Albeit ceremonies are not necessary to salvation, neverthe- 
less they make an impression on rude minds. I allude 
mainly to the ceremonies of the mass, which you may retain 
as we have here at Wittemberg." {January 11th, 1531.) "I 
condemn no ceremony, except such as are contrary to the 
Gospel. We have retained the baptistery and baptism ; al- 
though we administer it in the vulgar tongue. I allow of 
images in the temple ; mass is celebrated wifii the usual rites 
ftnd°habits, with the exception of some hymns in the vulgar 
iongue, and of pronouncing the words of consecration in Ger- 
man. In short, I should not have substituted the vulgar 
tongue for Latin in the celebration of mass, had I not been 
compelled to it." (March 14tb, 1528.) " You are about to 
organize the church of Kcenigsberg ; I pray you, in Christ's 
name, change as few things as possible. You have some 
episcopal towns near you, and must not let the ceremonies of 
the new Church differ much from the ancient rites. If mass 
in Latin be not done away with, retain it ; only, introduce 
some hymns in German. If it be done away with, retain the 
ancient ceremonial aiTTPhahits." (July 16th, 1528.) 

The most serious change which Luther introduced into the 
mass, was translating it into the vulgar tongue. " Mass shall 
be said in German for the laity ; but the daily service shall 
be performed in Latin, introducing, however, some German 
hymns." (October 28lh, 1525.) "I am glad to find that 
mass is now celebrated in Germany, in German, But that 
Carlstodt should make this imperative, is going too for. He 
is incorrigible. Always laws, always obligations, sins of 
omission, or commission ! But he cannot h^p it. 1 should 
be delighted to sing mass in Gierman, and am busied with it ; 
but I want it to have a true German air. Simply to translate 
the Latin text, preserving the usual tone and chant, may pass ; 
but it does not sound well, or satisfy me. The wliole text and 
notes, accent and gestures, ought to spring from our native 
tongue and voice; otherwise, it can only be imitation and 

mockeiy " "I wish rather than promise, to furnish 

you with a mass in German ; since I do not feel myself equal 
to this labor, which requires both musio and brain-work. 
(NovembM 13th, 1534.) " I send you the mass j I will even 
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eonsent to its being sung; but I do not .ike to have Latin 
music (vith German woi-cls, I should wish the Geniian chant 
to be adopted." (Mareli 36tij, 1533.) " I am of opinion that 
it would be^ advantageous, after tiie example of the prophets, 
and the atiolent Fathers of the Church, to compose psalms in 
Gferman for the people. We are lookiag for poets every, 
where ; but sith yoU have been gifted with considerable fluency 
and eloquence in the Gei-man tongue, and have cultivated 
these gifts, I pray you to assist mo in my labor, and to essay 
a ti-anslalion of some psaUn, on the model of those I have com- 
posed. I am anxious to "avoid all new words and court 
phrases. To be underatood by the people, you require to use 
the simplest and commonest language, attending, however, to 
purity and precision ; and yout phrases must be as clear and 
as close to the to.tt as possible." (a.d. 1524.) 

It was no easy task to organize the new Church. The 
ancient hierarchy wza broken up. The principle of the 
Reformation was to reinstate everytliing according to Scrip, 
ture warrant ; and to be consistent, the Church should have 
been restored to the democratic form it assumed during tha 
first centuries. Luther, at Jirsf, seemed to incline to this. In 
his De MinistrM Ecdesi^ IiKtHniendis (On the Appointment 
of Ministers to the Church), addressed to the Bohemians, he 
writes — " What a notable invention it is of the papists, that 
the priest is invested with an indestructible character, which 
no fault he commits can deprive him of. . . . The priest 
ought to be chosen, elected by the sufiVages of the people, and 
ihen confirmed by the bishop ; that is to say, after election, 
the senior, the most venerable of the electors, should ratify it 
by imposition of hands. Did Christ, the first priest under the 
New Testament, require the tonsure and other fooleries of 
episcopal ordination ? Did his apostles, his disciples ?...,. 
AH Cliristiana are priesls, all may teach God's word, adminis- 
ter baptism, conseciate the biead and wine; for Christ has 
said, 'Do tliis in leraemhiance of me.' All of us.Christians 
have the power of the Ite^a Christ said to his apostles, who 
represented the while human race before him, 'I say unto 
you, that what you shdl! loose on eaith, shall be loosed in 
heaven,' But to bind and to unloose is no other thing than tc 
preach and to apply the Gcpel. To (oose, is to announce 
that God has forgiven the sinner his errors. To bind, is to 
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dp e of the Gospel and announce thai hia sins are remein- 
b 1 The names which priesfs ought to beur, are those of 
rs deacons, bishops foverseeis), dispensers. On a 
niin sea ceasing to be faithiul, he ought to be deposed ; hia 
b e h en nay excoiamuaicate him, and put some other min. 
ste n h s place. Preaching is the highest office in the 
Chu c! Jesus Christ and Paul preached, but did not baptize." 
(a.d. 1523.) He would not, as we have already seen, restrict 
all churches to one uniform rule. " I do not opine that our 
Wittemberg rules should be imposed on all Germany." And 
again, " It does not seem to me safe to call a council of our- 
selves, in order to establish uniformity of ceremonies, a mode 
of proceeding fraught with evil consequences, as is proved by 
all the coiiaoils of the Church fvom the beginning. Thus, in 
the coimcil of the Apostles, works and traditions received 
more attention tlian faith ; and, in the succeeding councils, 
the faith was never brought under consideration, but always 
opinions and minute questions, so that the name of council has 
become as suspicious and distasteful to me as that of free-will. 
If one church does not wish to imitate another in these external 
mattere, what need of hampering ourselves with decrees of 
councils, which soon become laws and nets for souls 1" 
(November 12th, 1624.) 

He, nevertheless, felt tJiat this liberty might be extended 
too far, and lead the Reformation into innumerable abuses. 
" I have read your plaa of ordination, my dear Hausmann, 
but think it would he better not to publish it. I have long 
since been repenting of what I have done ; for since all, in 
imitation of me, have proposed their refoiTOS, so infinite has 
been the increase in the variety and number of ceremonies, 
that we shall soon exceed tlie ocean of the papal ceremonial." 
(March 21st, 1534.) With the view of introducing some 
unity into the ceremonies of tlie new chiirch, annual visita- 
tions were instituted, and held over all Saxony. The visitors 
were to inquire into the lives and doctrines of the pastors, 
revive the faith of the erring, and exclude from the priest- 
hood all whose manners v/ere not exemplary. These visitors 
were nominated by tlie elector, on the recommendation of 
Luther ; who, as he had fixed .his residence at Wittemberg, 
foniied along with Jonas, Melanctbon, and some other theolo- 
gians, a sort of central committee for the direction of all eoole 
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siastical affairs. " The inhabitants of Winsheim have peti- 
tioned our illustrious prince to allow you to lake charge of 
their church ; on our advice, he has refused their prayers. 
He allows you to return to your own country, should we 
judge you worthy of the ministry there (November, 1531). 
Signed Luthbe, Jonas, Melancthon." 

Numerous aimUar notices occur amongst Luther's letters, 
signed by himself and many other prof estant theologians. 

Although Luther enjoyed no rank which placed him above 
the other pastors, he yet exercised a kind of supremacy and 
control, " Still," he writes to Amsdorf, " still freah com- 
plaints against you and Frezhans, because u I om- 
municated a barber. As yet, 1 would fa n d d be wixt 
you ; but, tell me, I pray you, why this mmun a n V 
(July, 1532.) " We can only refuse t mm n n To 
endeavor to give to religious excoanmun n ffects 
of political excommunication, would be u Ivea 
laughed at by trying to assert a power ii -np e w the 
present a<re, and which is above our strength. , , . The pro- 
vmce cf thecivil nig atrate should not be interfered with. , , 
(Tune 26th 1j33) However, at times, excommunication 
heemed to him a good weapon to employ. A burgess of Wit- 
Ipmberg had puichased a house for tJiii-ty florins, and, after 
some repaus asked four hundred for it. "If he persists," 
says Luther, I exeomm tin mate him. We must revive 
excommunication As he spoke of reviving the consistorfal 
courts Christian BrU),k the jurisconsult, said to him : " The 
nobles and citizens fear you are about to begin with the 
peasants in order to end with them." "Jurist," replied 
Luther, keep to your law and to livhat eoncema the public 
peace." In 1538, learning that a man of Wittemberg despised 
God, his word, and his servants, he has him threatened by two 
chaplains. At a later period he excludes a nobleman, who 
was a usurer, from the communion table. One of the things 
which most troubled the reformer was the abolition of the 
monastic vows. About the middle of the year 1522, he pub- 
lished an exhortation to the four mendicant ordera. In the 
month of March the Austin friars, in August the Carthusians, 
declared openly for him : — " To the lieutenants of his imperial 
majesty at Nuremberg. . . . God cannot ask for vows beyond 
human strength to fulfil. . . . Dear lords, suffer yourselves 
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to be entreated. Yon know not the horrible and infamdua 
tricks the devil plays in convents. Become not his accom. 
plices ; burden not your conscience therewith. Ah I did my 
most infuriate enemies know the things I hear daily from all 
countries, they would help me to-morrow to do away with 
convents. You force me to cry out louder thaa I like. Give 
way, 1 beseech you, before tlaese scandals become too dis- 
gracefully notorious," (August, 1523.) "I am much pleased 
with the general decree of the Carthusians, allowing the 
monks liberty to leave and to renounce their habit, and shall 
publish it. The example set by so consideraiile an order will 
further our wishes and support our decisions." (August 30th, 
1522.) However, he wished things to be done without noise 
or scandal. He writes to John Laoge : — " You have not, I 
conclude, left your monastery without a reason ; but I should 
have preferred your making your reasons public ; not that I 
condemn your leaving, but that I would have our adversaries 
deprived of all occasion of calumny." 

Vain were his exhortations to avoid all violence. The 
Reformation slipped away from his hands, and extended itself 
every day externally. At Erfurth, in the year 1521, the 
people had forced the houses of several priests, and he had 
complained of it ; the following year they went further in the 
Low Countries. " You know, I believe, what has taken place 
at Antwerp, and how the women have forcibly set Henry of 
Zutphen at liberty. The brethren have been expelled from 
the convent ; some are prisoners in divers places : others have 
been let go after denying Christ ; others, again, have held 
out ; such as are by birth citizens of the town have been cast 
into the house of the Beghards ; all the furniture of the con- 
vent has been sold, and the church, as well as the convent, 
shut, and they are about to pull it down. The holy sacra- 
ment was transferred with pomp to the church of the Holy 
Virgin, as if it had been rescued from an heretical spot. Bur. 
gesses and women have been put to the torture and punished. 
Henry himself is returning by w^y of Bremen, where he is 
stopping lo preach the word, at the prayers of the people, and 
by order of the council, in despite of the bisljop. The people 
are animated by marvellous desire and ardor ; in iine, a chap- 
man has been set up in business here by some individuals, in 
order to import hooka from Wittembeig. Her.ry, indeed. 
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required lettei-s of license from you ; but we could not get at 
you quickly eaough, so we have granted them in your name, 
under the seal of our prior." (December 16tb, 1&22.) All 
the Austin friars of Wittemberg bad leil tbeir monastery one 
after the other ; the prior resigned its temporalitiea into the 
elector's hand, and Luther threw off the gown On the 0th 
of October, 1534, he appeared in public with a robe like the, 
one worn at the present day by preachers m Gleimany , and 
it was the elector's present. Luther's e'^ampie encouraged 
monks and nuns to re-enter tbe world , and these helpless 
females, suddenly cast out of the cloistei, and all at a loss in 
a world of wliich they knew nothing, huiried (o him whose 
preaching had drawn them out of thair conventual solitude. 
" Nine nuns came to me yesterday, who had etcaped from 
their imprisonment in the convent of Nimpacben , Staupitza 
and two other members of Zeachau's family were of the 
number," (Apiil 8th, 1533.) " I feel great pity for them, 
and especially for those others who are dying in crowds of this 
accursed and incestuous chastity. This most feeble sex is 
united to the male by nature, by God himself; if they are 
separated, it perishes. tyrants ! O cruel parenla of Ger- 
many ! , . . You ask my intentions with respect to them. In 
the fiM place, I shall have their parents written to receive 
them ; if they refuse, I shall provide- for them elsewhere. 
Their names are as follow: — Magdalen Staupitz, Elsa von 
Canitz, Ave Grosein, Ave Schonfeld, and her sister Margaret 
Schonfeld, Laneta von Golis, Margaret Zescfiau, and Catharine 
von Bora. They made their escape in the most surprising 
manner. . . . Beg some money for me &om your rich cour- 
tiers, to enable me to support them for a week or foitnight, 
until I restore them to their parents, or to those who have 
promised me to take care of them." (April 10th, 1523.) "I 
am surprised, Spalatin, master mine, that you have sent this 
woman back to me, since you know my handwriting well, and 
give no other reason than the letters not being signed. , . . 
Pray the elector to give Mme ten ilorins, and a new or old 
gov/n, or something of the kind ; in short, to give these poor 
souls, virgins against their will." (April 22d, 1623.) 

On April 10th, 1522, Luther writes to Leonai-d' Koppe, a 
wealthy burgess of Torgau, who had aided nine nuns to escape 
from their convent, approving of his conduct, and exhorting 
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him not io allow himself to be alarmed by any clamor that 
may bo raised against him. " You have done a good work ; 
and would to God we were able to effect a like deliverance for 
the numerous consciences still held in captivity, . . , God's 
word is now in the world, and not in convents." ... On June 
18th, 152S, he writes to comfort three young ladies whom 
duke Henry, son of duke George, had expelled his court for 
having read Luther's writings : — " Bless those who pevsecuts 
you, &c. . . . Unhappily, you are on\y too well avenged oa 
thoir iajustice. "You rtmst pity tliese insensates, these mad- 
men, who do not see that they are hurrying their souls to per- 
dition by seeking to do, you harm." ..." You have already, 
no doubt, heard the news that the duchess of Montsberg has 
escaped, most miraculously, from the convent of Freyberg. 
She 13 at present in my house with two young girls, the one, 
Margaret Volckmarin, daughter of a Leipsic burgher ; the 
othei-, Dorothea, daughter of a burgess of Freyberg." (October 
20th, 1538.) " This hapless Elizabeth von Reinsberg, ex- 
palled from the girls' school at Alteiiburg, has applied to me, 
after having petitioned tlie prince,. who had referred her to the 
oommissionei'S of the sequestered property, begging me to get 
you to interf^t yourself for her with them, &c." (March, 
1533.) " That young girl of Altenburg, whose aged father 
and mother have been arrested in their own house, has applied 
to me for succor and advice. What I am to do in this busi- 
ness, God only knows." (July 14th, 1533.) From some ex- 
pressions of Luther's we discover that fliis good nature was 
often imposed upon by these women who flocked to him, and 
that in many cases even they were only pretended nuiis : — 
" What numbei-s of nuns have I not supported, at heavy ex- 
pense. How often have I not been deceived by pretended 
nuns, mei-e harlots, whatever their noble birth (generosas mere- 
trices)." (August 24, 1535.) 

Luther's notions of tlie propriety of suppressing religious 
houses were soon modified by these impositions. In an esor. 
diuni addressed- to the eommuoe of Leisaick (a.d. 1523) he 
dissuades from their violent suppression, and :-ecommeods their 
being gradually estinguishe J by forbidding the reception of any 
more novices; — "As no one ought to have force put upon him 
in matters of faith," he goes on to say, " such as are desirous 
of remauaing in their coBveats, either from their advanced age, 
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from love of an idle life and of good cheer, or from c 
tious motives, ought neither to bo expelled nor ill-treated. 
They must be left until their time come as they have before 
been ; for the Gospel teaches us to do good even to the un- 
worthy ; and we must take into consideration that these per. 
sons embraced their vocation, blinded by the common error, 
and have learnt no trade by which they can support them- 
selves. . , . The property belonging to religious houses should 
be employed as follows: — firstly, as I have just intimated, in 
supporting these monks who continue in them ; nest a certain 
sum ought to be given to those who leave (even though they 
should have brought nothing o he conven ) to enable thorn 
to enter upon another way of 1 fe is they q t their asylum 
for ever, and they may have la so e h ng whilst in the 
convent. As for those who bro ^ p ■ope y nto the convent, 
the greater part, if not all, ou^h to be restored to them; the 
residue should be placed in a common chest ft loans and gifts 
to the poor of the district. Th h of the founders wUl thus 
be fulfilled ; since, although they suflered themselves to be 
seduced into parting with their property for monastic uses, 
still their intent was to consecrate it to the honor and worship 
of God. Now, there is no finer worship than Christian charity, 
which comes to the relief of the indigent ; as Jesus Christ will 
bear witness on the day of judgment (Matt. ch. xxv.) . . . 
Yet, if any of the founder's heirs should happen to be in want, 
it would be equitable and conformable to charity to put them 
in possession of a portion of the revenues of the foundation, 
even all if necessary, as it could not have been the wish of 
their fathers to deprive their children and heirs of bread to 
give it to strangers. . . , Yoii will object to me that I make 
the hole too large, and that on this plan but little will be left 
for the common chest ; each, you will say, will come and pre- 
tend that he requires so much or so much, &c. But 1 have 
already said, that this ought to be a labor of equity and of 
charity. Let each conscientiously examine how much he re- 
quires for his wants, how much he can give up to the chest ; 
and then let the commune weigh the circumstances in its turn, 
and all will go well. And though the cupidity of some in- 
dividuals may find its advantage in this mutual accommoda- 
tion, this would be infinitely preferable to the pilltige and dis. 
order which we have witnessed in Bohemia. ... I would not 



3d b, Google 



I'ocnmmend the aged to quit their monasteries ; principally, 
hecause they would only return to the world to be a burden to 
others, and would he at a loss to meet, cold as charity is now. 
a-days, with the comforts they deserve. By remaining within 
the monastery, they will not be chargeable to any one, or 
obliged to throw themselves on the care of strangers ; and 
they will be enabled to do much for the salvation of their 
neighbors, which in the world they would find difficult, nay, 
impossible." Lnther ended by encouraging a monk to remain 
in his monastery : — " I lived there myself some years, and- 
should have lived longer, and even up to the present time, had 
my brethren and the state of the monastery allowed of my so 
doing." (Feb. 28th, 1538.) 

Some nuns in the t&w Countries wrote to doctor Martin 
Lufher, commending themselves to his prayers : pious virgins, 
fearing God, who supported themselves by their own industry, 
and lived in harmony. The doctor was moved with great 
compassion for them, and says : — " Poor nuns like these must 
be suffered to live in their own way ; and so with the feldklos- 
ter, founded by princes for the nobility. But the mendicant 
orders, . . . It is from doisters like those of which I was just 
now speaking, that able men might be drawn forth for the 
ministiy of the Church, and for civil government and adminis- 
tration." This epoch of Luther's life was one of overpowering 
toil and business, in which he was no longer supported, as at 
first, by the excitement of the struggle and the sense of danger. 
To SpahUn : — " Deliver me, I beseech you. I am so over- 
whelmed by others' business, that my life is a burthen to me. 
. . . Martin Luther, courtier, not belonging to the court, and 
in his own despite {Aviicus esdra aulam, et mmius)." (a. d. 
1533.) " I am fully occupied, being visitor, reader, preacher, 
author, auditor, actor, footman, wrestler, and I know not what 
besides." {October 28fh, 1528.) Parochial reform, uni- 
formity of ceremonial, the drawing up of the great Calechisra, 
answers to the new pastors, letters to the elector, whose con- 
sent was to be obtained for every innovation — here was work 
enough, and tedium enough : and, with all this, his enemies 
left him no rest. Erasmus published his formidable work De 
Lihero ArUtrio (On Free Will) against him ; which Luther 
did not make up bis mind to answer until 1525. The Re- 
formation itself seemed to turn against the reformer. His old 
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friend, CarlstaUt, had hurried on ia the path in v.'liich Lutlier 
was walking ; and it was to check hia sudden and violent in- 
novations, that Luther had so precipitately quitted the castJe 
of Waxtburg-. It was not religious authority alone that was 
at stoke ; the civil power was about to be brought into ques- 
tion. Beyond Garlstadt, glimpses might be caught of Miinzer ; 
beyond the sacrainentariana and iconoclasts, there loomed in 
the distance the revolt of the peasants — a Jacquerie, a more 
reusonable, and more levelling, servile war than those of anti- 
quity, and not less bloody. 



Cavbtadt — Munzer. — War of the Peasants. 

" Pkay for me, and help mc to trample under foot this Satan 
that has arisen at Wittemberg against the Gospel, in the name 
of tlia Gospel. We have not to combat an angel become, as 
he believes, an angel of light, ft will be difficult to pereuade 
Carlstadt to give way; but Christ will constrain him, if lie 
doss not yield of himself. For ive are masters of life and 
death; we who believe in the Mi\ster of life and death," 
(March 13th, 1523.) " I am resolved to forbid him the pul- 
pit, into which lie has rashly intruded without atiy vocation, 
in despite of God and man." (March 18th.') " I have angered 
Caristadt by annulling his ordinations, although I have not 
condemned his doctrine. Yet I am displeased at his busying 
himself with ceremonies and outward matters only, to the 
neglect of the true Christian doctrine ; that is, of faith and 
charity. ... By his foolish teachiag, he induced his hearers 
to fancy themselves Christians on such accounts as — paitaltiiig 
of the communion in both Itinds, renouncing confession, break- 
ing images. . . . He baa been seeking to become a new 
doctor, and to impose his ordinances on the people, rising on 
the ruin of my authority (pres^a meS, auctorifate)." (March 
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30th.) " This very day I took Carlstadt aside, and begged 
lijm to publish nothing against mo, since (otiierwise) we sliould 
1)6 foicsd lo come to sliarpa y/itlj, eaeli other. Our gentleman 
swore by all most sacred, to write nothing against me." 
(Api'il 21st.) ..." We must teacii the weaJt gently and 
patiently. . . . Would you, who have been a stickling your, 
self, cut off the breasts, and hinder others from imbibiog similar 
nourisiiment ? Did mothers expose and desert their children, 
who cannot, as soon as born, eat like men, what would have 
become of yourself? Dear friend, if you have sucked 
enough, and grown enough, let others suck and grow in tiieir 
turn. . . ." 

Carlstadt gave up his functions as professor and archdeacon 
at Wiltemberg, but not the emoluments, and repaired first to 
Orlamunde, then to Jena. " Carlstadt has established a print- 
ing.office at J^ena. . . . But the elector and our academy have 
promised, in conformity with the imperial edict, to allow no 
work to be published which has not previously been examined 
by the commissioners. We must not allow Carlstadt and his 
fnends lo be the only persons exempt from submission tO' 
princes." (January 7tli, 1524.) " As usual, Carlstadt is in- 
defatigable. With his new presses at Jena he has published, 
and will publish, I am told, eighteen works," {January 14th,) 
" Let us leave all sadness and anxiety to be Carlstadt's por- 
tion. Let us maintain tlie combat, without allowing it to en. 
gross us. 'Tis. God's cause, 'tis God's business ; the work 
will be God's, the victory God's. Hs can fight and conquer 
without us. If he judges us worthy of a part in this war, we 
shall be devotedly ready. I write this by way of exhorting 
you, and, through you, othere, not to be alarmed at Satan, or 
to sufier your heart to be ti-oubled. If we are unjust, must 
not we be overborne ? If just, there is a just God who will 
make our justice evident as. the noon-day. Perish who may, 
survive who may, that is no business of oura." (October 
22d, 1524.) " We shall recail Carlstadt, in the name of tlie 
university, to his duty as teacher of the word, which he owes 
to Wittemberg, and fi-otn a spot whither he had no call ; and, 
if he does not return, shall accuse him to the princn." (March 
14th, 1524.) Luther thought it his duty to repair to Jena ; 
and Carlstadt, conceiving himself aggrieved by a sermon of 
Luther's, reliuested a conference ; and they met in Luther's 
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apartments in presence of numerous witnesses. After mucli 
recrimination on both sides, Carlstadt said : " Enough, doctor, 
go on preaching against me, frshall know what course to talte." 
Luther : " If you have anything you long lo say, write it 
boldly." Carktadl : " I wil! ; and without fearing any one." 
Luther: " Yes, write against me publicly." Carlstadt: "If 
such be your wish, I can easily satisfy it." Luther: " Do; 
I will give you a florin by way of throwing doWn the gaunt- 
let." Carlsiadt : " A florin V Luther : " May I be a liar, 
if I do net." Carlstadt: "Well! I'll take up your gauntlet." 
On this, Luther drew a golden florin from his pocket and pre- 
sented it to Carlstadt, saying, " Take it, and attack me boldly ; 
up and be doing." Carlstadt took the florin, showed it to all 
present, and said : " Dear brethren, here is earnest ; this is a 
token that I have a right to write against doctor Luther : be 
ye all witnesses of this." Then he put it in his purse, and 
gave his hand to Luther. The latter drank to his health. 
Carlstadt pledged him, and added, " Dear doctor, I pray you 
not to hinder me from printing anything I shall wish, and not 
to persecute me in any manner. I think of supporting my- 
self by my plough, and you shall be enabled to judge of its 
produce." LutJter : " Why should I wish to hinder you from 
writing against me J I beg you to do it, and have given yon 
the florin precisely that -you may not spare me. The more 
violent your attacks, the more delighted I shall be." They 
again gave each other their hands, and parted. 

However, as the town of Orlamunde entered too warmly 
into Carlstadt's opinions, and had even expelled ita pastor, Lu- 
ther obtained an order from the elector for Carlstadt's expul- 
sion, Carlstadt read a solemn letter of farewell, first to the 
men, then to the women. They had been called together by 
the tolling of the bell, and all wept.. "Carlstadt has written 
to the inhabitants of Orlamunde, and has subscribed himself, 
Andrew Sodensttdn, expelled, miiliout haaing been heard or coii- 
vicied, by Martin Luther. You see that 1, who have been all 
but a martyr, have come to making martyrs in my turn. 
Egranus plays the martyr as well ; and writes that he has 
been driven away by tiie papists and the Lutherans, You 
cannot think how widely spread Carlstadt's doctrine is on the 
sacrament. .,**** has returned to his senses, and asks 
pardon. He, too, had been forced to quit the country. I have 
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interceded for him ; but I am not sure that I shall succeed. 
Martin, of Jena, who had also received orders to depart, has 
taken his farewell from the pulpit, all in teara, and imploring 
pardoa. The only answer he got was five florins; whichsum, 
by bogging through the town, was increased by twenty-five 
groschen. All this is likely to do good to preachers : it will 
be a trial of their voealion, and will, at the same time, teach 
them to preach and to conduct themselves with some fear 
before their eyes." (October 27th, 1624.) Carlatadt re- 
paired to Strasburg, and thence to Bile. His doctrines ap. 
prosimated closely to those of the Swiss, to CEcolampadius's, 
Zuinglius's, &o. " I defer writing on the eucharist until Carl- 
stodt has poured forth all his poison, as he promised whe.1 
taking a piece of gold of me. Sivingle, and Leo, the Jew, 
in Switzerland, hold the same opinions of Carlstadt, so the 
scourge is spreading : but Christ reigns, if he fights not," 
(November 13th, 1524.) However, be conceived it right to 
reply- to Caristadt's complaint of having been driven by him 
from Saxony. " In the first place, I can safely say that I 
never mentioned Carlstadt to the elector of Saxony, for I have 
never spoken a word in my life to that prince, nor have ever 
heard him open his lips, and have even never seen him, except 
once at Worms, in the emperor's presence, when I was ex- 
amined the second day. But it is tarue that I have often writ- 
ten to hhn through Spalatin, and in particular to entreat him 
to resist the spirit arising at Alstet.* But my solicitations 
were so ineffectual as to induce me to feel angry with the 
electar. Carlstadt then should have spared such a prince the 
reproaches which he has heaped upon him. ... As to duke 
Jolm Frederick, I confess that I have often pointed out to him 
Caristadt's attempts and perverse ambition." . . . " There is 
no jolting with my lord All-the^ioorld (Heir Omnes) ; for which 
reason, God has constituted authorities : it being his will that 
there should be order here below." 

At last, Carlstadt broke out ; " I heard yestoixSay of Oail- 
stadt from a friend of mine at Strasburg, which city he left for 
B&le, and has at length vomited forth five books, which are to 
be followed by two others. I am handled as double papist, the 

• Where Miiaser lived, the leader of tl.e revolt of the peasants. 
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ally of AnticBriist, and what not?" (Dec. 14.) "I hearfrom 

Bale, that Caiistadt's supporters have been punished 

He has been in the town, but privily. (Eeolampadius and 
Pellican have given in their adhesion to his doctrine," (Jan. 
13ih, 1535.) " Carlstadt had made up his mind to pitch his 
tent in Schweindorf ; but the count of Henneberg has forbid- 
den this by letters express to the town council, I should like 
Strauss to be treated in the eamo manner." (April 10th, 
1525.^ Luther seems delighted with Carlstadt's declaring 
himself: " The devil was silent," he writes, " until I woa him 
over by a florin, which, thanks to God, has been well laid out, 
and I don't repent of it." He straightway published various 
pamphlets, written with wonderful energy, Against the Heaven- 
ly Prophets : — « Men fear nothing, as if the devil were sleep, 
ing; whereas, he prowls around like a cruel lion. But, as 
long as I live, I trust there will be no danger ; for whilst 1 
live, I will do battle, hap what may." He goes on to argue, 
that all seek what is agreeable to reason only. So with the 
Ariana and Pelagians. So with the papacy, it waa a well- 
sounding proposition that grace could bo advantaged by free- 
ivill. The inculcation of faith and a good .conscience ia 
mare important than the preaching of good works ; since, 
if works fail, whilst faith remains, there is still hope of 
aid. . Spiritual means ought to be employed to win true Chris- 
tians to a knowledge of their sins : — "But for rude men, for 
mj lord Bvery-lody (Herr Omncs), they must be di-iven, cor- 
porally and rudely, to labor and do their allotted works, so 
timt, will ye, nill ye, they may be pious outwardly, under the 
law and the sword, as we keep wild beasts in cages and 
chained. . , . The spirit of the new prophets aspires to be 
Iho highest spirit, a spirit which has eaten the Holy Ghost, 
feathers and all. Bible, they cry out j "yea, Hbel, huhel, babel. 
Well ! Sith the evil spirit is so obstinate in his opinion, I will 
not give way. to him any more than I have done before. I 
will speak of images : firstly, according to the law of Moses, 
and I will say, tliat Moses forbids only images of God. Let 
us then confine ourselves to praying princes to put down ira- 
Rges, and let us pluck them out of our own hearts." Fuitlier 
on, Luther breaks out into ironical surprise, that the modern 
iconoclasts do not push their pious zeal so far, as to get rid of 
theii money, and of all precious articles which have figures 
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upon thera, " To aid flie weakness of these lioly folk, and 
deliver tliem from that by which they are defiled, they should 
be gallants with but little in their fobs. The heavenly voice it 
seenia is not strong enough to induce them to throw away 
everything of themselves : they need a little violence." 

" . . . , When I discussed the question of images at Orla- 
munde, with Garlstadt'a disciples, and proved by the context, 
that in every passage tliey quoted from Moses, the allusion 
was to the idols of &e pagans ; one of them, who, no doubt, 
fancied himself the ablest, got up and said to me — ' Do thou 
listen ! I may be allowed to thee and thou you, if thou art 
a Christian.' I replied, 'Spealt to me as thou listesL' But 
1 Botieed that he would much more willingly still have strack 
ma ; he was so filled with Carlstadt's spirit, that the others 
could not get him to be silent. ' If thou wilt not follow Mo- 
ses,' he went on to say, ' thou must at least admit the Gospel ; 
but thou hast thrown the Giospel under the table, and it must 
bo taken up ; no, it cannot stay there.' ' What then does the 
Gospel say V I replied. ' Jesus says in the Gospel (so he 
answered), I cannot say the place, but- my brothers here know 
it well, that the bride ought to fake off her shift on the wed. 
ding night. Therefore, we must take off and break all images, 
in order to become pure and free from the creature.' Thus 
he ... . What could I do with men of this sort? At all 
events, it enabled me to learn that breaking images was, ac- 
cording to the Gospel, taking off the bride's shift on her wed- 
ding mght. These words, and the speech about the Gospel's 
being flung under the fable, he had heard from his master ; 
for, no doubt, Carlstadt had accused me of throwing down the 
Gospel, in order to imply that he was come to raise it up. 
This pride has been the cause of all his misfortunes, and has 
driven him out of the light into darkness. . . . We are glad 
of heart and full of courage, wrestling with melancholy, timid, 
dejected spirits, that fear the rustle of a leaf, though not hav- 
ing the fear of God, as is usual with the wicked. (Psalm 
XXV.) Their passion is to domineer over God, and his word, 
and his works. They would not be so bold were not God in- 
visible, iatangible. Were he a visible man, present to their 
eyes, he would put them to flight with a straw. Whoso is 
inspired by God to speak, spenks freely and publicly, without 
giving himself any concern whether he is alone or unsupport- 



ed tvGoOglc 



iOtt THE LIFE .-■i I.TJTSER. 

ed. Thus did Jeremiah ; and i may boast of having done 
thus lilicwiao.* It is then beyond a doubt the devil, that apos- 
tate and homicidal spiriE, who slips into the background and 
then excuses himself, saying, that first }ie had not been strong 
enough in the faitli. No ; the Spirit of God does not make 
such excuses. I know thee well, my devil. ... If you ask 
them (Carlstadt's partisans) how this sublime spirit is attained, 
they do not refer you to the Gospel, but to their dreams, to 
imaginary spaces : ' Lie thee listlessly down,' aay they, ' as I 
have Iain me down, and thou wilt receive it in like manner. 
The heavenly voice will make itself heard, and God will speak 
to thee face to face.' If you then persist in inquiring what 
this listlessnesa {ennui) is, they know as much about it as Dr. 
Carlstadt does of Greek and Hebrew. ... Do you not re- 
cognize the devil in this, the enemy of divine order 1 Do you 
see how he opens wide his mouth, crying, 'Spirit, Spirit, 
Spirit,' and, whilst so crying, how he destroys bridges, roads, 
ladders ; in a word, all means by which the Spirit can reach 
thee ; to wit, the external order established of God in holy 
baptism, in signs, and in his own word ? They wish you to 
scale the skies and ride on the wind, and tell you neither how, 
nor when, Dor where, nor what ; like them, you are to learn 
it of yourself." 

" Martin Luther, an unworthy minister and evangelist at 
Witfembeig, to all Christians in Strasburg, loving friends in 
God ; — I would willingly endure Carlstadt's intemperance in 
regard to images; and I have, indeed, done more injury to 
images by my writings, than he will ever do by all his violence 
and fury. But what is intolerable is the exciting and insti- 
gating men to all this, as if it were their bounden duty, and 
that there were no other proof of Christianity than breaking 
im^es. Beyond doubt, works do not make the Christian j 
these outward matters, such as images and the Sabbath, are 
left free in the New Testament, as well as all the other cere- 

• " The spirit of theaa prophets has invariably chiralroualy taken 
to flight, yet see how it glotifieg itself as a magnanimous and chival- 
rous spirit But 1,1 presented myself inLeipsic to dispute in presence 
of a hostile population. I presented myself at Augsburg, without soife- 
conduct, before my greatest eaemies-; at Worms, before Cieaar and the 
whole empire, although well aware tiia,t the safe-conduct was trampled 
niton. My spirit h»s remiined free, like a flower of the field." 
(A D.:lli3i,) 
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Dioniea of the law. St, Paul says, ' Wo know that idols are 
nothing in the world.' If they are nothing, whemfore aliackle 
and torture the conscieDce of Christians about them ? If tlioy 
are nothing, it matters not whether they are tumbled down or 
are left standing." He proceeds to a loftier subject, the ques- 
tion of the real presenco ; the higher question of the Christian 
symbolism, of which that of images is the lower side. It waa 
on this point, chiefly, that Luther found himself at variance 
with the Swiss reformeJ^, and that Carlstadt wa^ brought into 
union with them, however far removed he might he from them 
by the boldness of his politicai opinions. " I acknowledge, 
that if Carlstadt, or any one else, could have proved to me 
five years ago that the sacramental elements are bread and 
wine only, he would have done me a great service. I was 
then strongly tempted, and writhed, and struggled, and should 
have been most happy to have found a solution of the mystery. 
I saw clearly that I might so give papistry the most feai-ful 
blow, . . . There were two more who wrote to me on this 
point, and abler men than doctor Carlstadt ; and who did not, 
like him, torture words to suit their fancy. But I am bound 
down, I cannot set myself freo ; the text is too powerful, 
nothing can tear it from my mind. Even now, if any one 
could convince by solid reasons that there is only bread and 
wine, there would be no need for attacking me so furiously. 
I am, unhappily, only too inclined to this interpretation as often 
as I feel my Adam within me. But what doctor Carlstadt 
imagines and promulgates on this subject touches me so little, 
that I am hut the more confirmed in my opinion; and, if I 
had not before thought so, such idle tales found out of the 
Scriptures and in the clouds aa it were, would be enough to 
convince me of the fallacy of his opinion." He had previ- 
ously written in the pamphlet. Against the CdesUdl Prophets : 
— "Carlstadt says that he cannot reasonably conceive how tlie 
body of Jesus Christ can be reduoed*into so small a compass. 
But if we consult reason, v, e shall no longer have faith in any 
mystery " In the next page, Luther adds the following 

incredibly aadicious piece of coarse humor : — " Yon seem to^ 
think that the dmnliard, Christ, having drunk too much at 
supper, bewildered his disciples with superfluous words." 

This violent polemic war. of Luther's on Carlstadt, was 
daily embittered by the fearful symptoms of general disturb- 
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ance ■which threatened Germaay. The doctrines of the bold 
theologian responded to the thoughts and desires which already 
filled the minds of the masses in Suabia, Thuringia, Alsace, 
and the whole western half of the empire. The lower classes, 
the peasanjy, who had so long slumbered imder the weight 
of feudal oppression, heard princes tind the learned speak of 
liberty, of enfranchisement, and they applied to themselves 
that which was not spoken for them.* The reclamation of 
the poor peasants of Suabia will reniaia, in its simple barbarism, 
a monument of courageous moderation. By degrees, the eter. 
nal hatred of the poor to the rich was aroused ; less blind than 
in the jacquerie, but striving after a systematic form, ■vhich it 
wc^ only to attain afterwards, in the time of the English level- 
lers, and complicated with all the forms of religious democracy, 
which were supposed to have been stifled in the middle age. 
Lollards, Begharda, and a crowd of apocalyptic visionaries 
were in motion. At a later moment, the rallying cry was the 
necessity for a second baptism ; at the beginning, the aim was 
a terrible wai' against the established order of mings, against 
every kind of order — a war on property, as being a robbery 
of the poor; a war on knowledge, as destructive of natural 
equality, and a tempting of God, who had revealed all to his 
saints. Books and pictures were inventions of the devil. The 
peasants first rose up in the BlacJt Forest, and then around 
Heilbronn and Frankfort, and in the country of Baden and 
Spires ; whence the flame extended into Alsace, and nowhere 
did it assume a more fearful character. It readied tho Pala- 
tinate, Hesse, and Bavaria. The leader of the insurgents in 

• The peasants did not wait for the Refovmation to break out into 
rebellion, bnt had risen up in 1491 Bud in 1503. The free towns had 
followed the example ; Etfutti in 1609, Spires in 1513, and Worms in 
ISIS. Disturbances broke oat again in 1S24 ; but this was the noblea' 
doing. Franz of Sickingen, tbeir leader, thought the moment was 
come fnr despoiling the ecclesiastical princes of their temporalities, and 
boldly laid aiege to Treves. He is said to have been under the guidance 
of the celebrated reformers, (Ecolampadiua and Bucer, and of Hutten, 
who, at the time, was in the service of the archbishop of Menfa. The 
dake of Bavaria, the palatine, and the landgrave of Hesse, advanced to 
raise the si^e, and were for attacking Mentz, in order to punish the 
archbishop for his personal connivance of Sickingen. This nobleman 
fell; Hatten was exiled, and, from this moment without on asylum, 
but always writiDg, always violent and a pvoy to passion ; he died no 
long tLKB afterwards in exti'eme want. 
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Snabia was one of the petty nobles of the valley of the Neck- 
er, the celebrated Goetz of Berlichingen, Goeiz wiQi tite Iron 
Hand, who pretended they had forced him to be their general 
against his will. 

" Ctm^laiat and Loving Demand of Hie Confederaliim of 
Peasants, with ^teir Cltnslian ■prayers ; the whole set forth 
very iriejly in twebie prmcipal arlides. — To tbe Chi'islian 
reader, peace and diviDe grace through Christ ! There are, 
now-a-days, many anti-Christiana who seize the occasion of 
the confederation of the peasants to blaspheme the (jospel, say- 
ing : ' These are iJie fruits. of the new doctrines; obadienca 
is at an end ; each maa starfs up and spurns control ; the 
people flock together and asaemble tumuUtiously, seeking to 
reform and depose authorities, eeelesiastio and secular ; and, 
perhaps, even to murder them.' To these perverse and impi- 
ous allegations the following articles are answers. In the first 
place, they turn Mide the disgrace with which Giod's word is 
attempted to be covered ; in the second, they, by Christian 
proof, clear the peasants from the reproach of disobedience and 
revolt. The Gospel is not a cause of insurrection or of trou- 
ble ; it is a message which announces the Christ, the promised 
Messiai ; this message, and the life it teaches, are iove, peace, 
patience, and union alone. Know, too, that all who believe in 
this Christ will be united in love, peace, and patience. Since, 
then, the articles of the peasants, as will be more distinctly 
shown hereafter, have no other aim than to secure the hearing 
of the Gospel, and the living in conformity with it, how can 
anti-Christians call the Gospel a cause of trouble and disobe- 
dience ! If the anti-Christians and the enemies of the Gospel 
oppose demands of the kind, it is not the Gospel which is the 
cause— it is the devil, the mortal enemy of the Giospel, who, 
through disbelief, has excited in his victims the hope of crush- 
ing and effacing God's word, which is only peace, love, and 
union. Hence, it clearly follows that the peasants, who, in 
their articles, demand such a Gospel for their edification and 
the regulation of their life, cannot be called disobedient or re- 
volters. If God calls and invites us to live according to his 
word, if he choose to hearken to us, who will blame God'a 
pleasure, who impeach his judgment, who strive against what 
he wills to do ? He heard the children of Israel when they 
cried unto>him, and delivered them from the hand of Pharaoh. 
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Cannot he still save his own at the present day 1 Yes, he will 
save them, and speedily ! Read, then, the following articles, 
Christian reader ; read them carefully, and judge." 
The articles follow : — 

I. " In the first place, it is our humble prayer and request, 
our unanimous wish, to enjoy henceforward the power and the 
right of electing and choosing a pastor ourselves, with the 
power of deposing him if he conduct himself improperly. 
The pastor whom we choose must preach the holy Gospel to 
us clearly, in its purity, without any additions of human pre- 
cept or command. For, by always having the true faith de- 
clared to us, we are enabled to pray to God, to beseech his 
grace, to form this true faith within us, and to strengthen it. 
If the divine grace be not formed within us, we still remain 
fiesh and blood, and then we ai'e worthless. 'Tis clearly seen 
in Scripture, that we can only reacli God by the true faith, 
and attain beatitude by his mercy. Such a guide and pastor, 
then, fulfilling his office as instituted in Scripture, is indispen- 
sable to us." 

II. " Since the lawful tenth is established in the Old Testa- 
ment (which the New bos confirmed in everything), we will 
pay the lawful tenth of grain, but after suitable sort. . . . 
Being henceforward minded that the elders of a district re- 
ceive and collect such tenth, supply the pastor elected by the 
district with sufficient for the fit support of himself and family, 
acquainting the district therewith, and apply the remainder to 
the relief of the poor : any surplus beyond should be reserved 
for the charges of war, of convoy, and other like things, so as 
to relieve poor folk from the taxes levied on those accounts. 
If, on the other hand, it be found that one or more villages 
have, in the hour of want, sold the' t'th s the purchasers 
shall have nothing to fear from u for we w II enter into ar. 
rangements with them according o c cums ances, so as to 
indemnify them proportionally as wp sha be able. But na 
for those who, instead of acquiri g he e of a village by 
purchase, have — either they or the r ances o s — forcibly talion 
possession of it, we owe them no » a d ha give them 
nothing ; this tithe ia to be employed as specified above. With 
regard to small tithes, and the tithe of blood (of cattle), we will 
in no wise pay them, for God the Lord created animals to be 
freely used by man. We consider this tithe to be an unlaw- 
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fill tithe, invented by men ; wherefore we shall no more 
pay it." 

la their Illd article the peasants declare that they will no 
longer be treated as the property of their lords, " ibr Jeaus 
Christ, hy his precious blood, has redeemed all without excep- 
tioD, the shepherd the same as the emperor." They will be 
free, but ooly according to Scripture ; that is to say, without 
any licentiousneas, and duly recognizing authority ; for -the 
Gospel teaches them to he humble, and to obey the powers that 
he "in aU filing and Christian tidngs." 

IV. "It is contrary to justice and charity that the poor 
should have no right in game, in birds, and in the fish of the 
running waters, or that they should be compelled to endure, 
without remonstrance, the enormous damage done to their fields 
by the beasts of tJie forests, since, when God created man, he 
gave him power over all animals without distinction," Thej 
add, that in conformity with Gospel precepts, they will respect 
the rights of those nobles who can prove by title-deeds that 
they purchased their right of fishing ; but that the rest shall 
lose all without indemnity. 

V. " Those woods and forests which were anciently held in 
common, but have passed into the hands of a third party in 
any other way than by fair purchase, ought to return to their 
original proprietary, that is, to the commune; and every inha- 
bitant should have the right to talte out of them such propor- 
tions of fiiel as shall seem good to the elders." 

VI. They require the services imposed upon them, and 
which daily become more oppressive, to be alleviated ; desir- 
ing to serve " like their fathers, ailer God's word." 

VII. The seignior must not require more gratuitous services 
from the peasants than is prescribed by their mutual covenant 
{ Yereifdgung). 

VIII. The rents on many lands are grievously burthen- 
some. The lords are required lo accept the arbitrement of 
irreproachable persons, and to lower the rents according to 
equity, " that the peasant may not toil in vain, since the laborer 
is worthy of his hire." 

IX. Justice is partially administered, and new penalties con- 
stantly imposed. No one is to -be favored, and the ancient 
rul^ to be the law. 

X. All fields and meadows taken from the common land. 
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otherwise than, by equitable purchase, to return to the cora- 

Xt. Fines on deaths are revolting, and in open opposition to 
God'a will, " being a epoiling of the widow and the orphan," 
aad are to be wholly ajid for ever abolished. 

Xlt " If it happen that any one or more of the 

preceding articles be opposed to Scripture {which we do not 
think is the case), we renounce such beforehand. If, on the 
contrary. Scripture suggest to us any others on the oppression 
of pae's neighbor, we reserve all such, and declare our adhe- 
,sion to them equally beforehand. May the peace of Jesus 
Christ be with us all ! Amen." 

Luther could not be silent at this great crisis. The nobles 
accused him of being the originator of these troubles. The 
peasants availed themselves of his name, and. prayed him to 
be arbiter. He did not shrink from the dangerous office ; and 
in his reply to their twelve articles, acts as judge between the 
prince and the people. In none of his writings has he dis- 
played more elevation. 

Exhortation to Peace, in reply to the Twehe Articles of the 
Peasants of Sttaiia, and also in opposition to tlie spirit of mur- 
der and robbery evinced by the other peasants riotously assem- 
bled, " The peasants now assembled in Suabia have just 
drawn up and circulated, in print, twelve articles, containing 
their complaints against the powers that be. What 1 most ap- 
prove of in this document, is their declaration in the twelfth 
article, of their readiness to receive any better evangelical in- 
etruotion than their own on tlie subject of their griefs. In 
fact, if such be their true intentions (and as they have avowed 
their designs in the face of men, without fearing the light, I 
cannot conclude otherwise), a happy end to all these troubles 
may yet be looked for. And I, who am also oi' those who 
malca the Holy Scriptures their study on this earth, I, to wbom 
they apply by name {appealing to me in one of their printed 
statements), I feel myself singularly emboldened by this de- 
claration of theirs to publish to the world my opinion also on 
the subject in question, in conformity with the precepts of cha- 
rity which ought to bind all men together. By so doing, I 
siiall free myself both before God and men from tbe reproach 
of having contributed to the evil by silence, should this end 
fatally. Perhaps, too, they have only made this declaration by 
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way of a blind ; and, no doubt, there are enow evil- disposed 
pei-sons amongst them for this, since it is impossible that all 
should be good Christians in so vast a multitudo ; it is tlie 
more likely that many of them make the honesty of ibe rest 
a cloak for their own evil designs. Well, if there be inapos- 
tnre in tliis declaration, I forewarn the impostors that they 
will not succeed, and tliat success would be their damnation, 
their eternal loss. This business in which we are engaged ia 
great, and full of peril ; affecting both the Jiingdom of God 
and that of the world. In fact, if the revolt should spread 
and be triumphant, both would perish ; both secular govern- 
ment and (jod's word, and the whole land of Germany would 
be laid waste. Under such grave circumstances, then, we 
" ' ' " d to give our advice freely on all thiags, Emd with- 

persons. At the same time, we are all of us no 

1 to become af last attentive and obedient, and to 
cease clcsing our eare and hearts, the which has called forth 
the fullness of God's wrath and his most fearful thunders {sci- 
nen msllm Gang xcnd Schwang). The numerous alarming 
sights which have in these latter times appeared in heaven and 
earth, announce great calamities and unheard-of changes to 
Germany. To our misfortune, we have been but little moved 
by them ; but God will not the less pursue the coui-so of his 
chastisements, until he at last soften our heads of iron." 

FiBST Part, To the Princes and NoMes. — " We have no 
one on earth to thank for all this disorder and insurrectionaiy 
movement, if it be not you,' ye princes and lords, and you, 
above all, ye blind bishops, insensate priests and monks, who, 
even to this" day, hardened in yom- pervei-sity, cease not to 
exclaitn against the holy Giospel, albeit you know it for just 
and good, and that you can say nothing agamst it. At the 
same time, as secular authorities, you are the executioners 
and leeches of the poor, sacrificing everything to your un- 
bridled luxui-y and pride, until the people neither will nor can 
endure you any more. The sword is already at your throats, 
and you yet think yourselves so iirm in the saddle that you 
cannot be overthrown. With this impious security of yours, 
you will break your necks. Many a time have I exhorted you 
to bear in mind this verse (Psalm cvii.), Efundit conlemptwm. 
super prinei^es' {He pourcth contempt upon piinces). You 
are doing your utmost to have these words fulfilled in you ; 
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you will have the raace, slready uplifted, fall and crush you ; 
advices, counsels, ate Buperfluovis. Nevertheless, the signs of 
God's wrath on earth and in the heavens are addressed to you. 
'Tis you, and your crimes, that God wishes to punish. If 
these peasants who attack you now are not the ministei's of his 
will, others will arise. Should you defeat them, you would 
no less be conquered. God would raise up others. He wishes 
to strike you, and he will strike you. You fill up the measure 
of your iniquity, by imputing this calamity to the Gospel, and 
to my teaching. Go on calumniating. You will now learn 
what my doctrine is, what the Gospel is ; there is another at 
the door who will teach you, if you do not amend. Have I 
not ever zealously arid ardently exhorted the people to obedi- 
ence unio authority, even to yours, tyrannical and intolerable 
as it has been ? Who has combated sedition more than I ? 
And so the prophets of murder hate me as much as you do. 
You persecuted my Gospel by every means in your power, 
whilst this Gospel was inducing the people to pray for you, 
and aiding to keep up your tottering power. And, truly, if I 
sought revenge, I need now only laugh in my sleeve, and look 
on whilst the peasants are at their work ; I might even make 
common cause with them, and 'envenom the wound. God 
preserve me from such thoughts! Wherefore, dear lords, 
friends or enemies, scorn not my loyal aid, albeit I am but a 
poor man ; ecom not either this rebellion, I beseech you : not 
that I mean to say that they are too strong for you ; it is not 
they I would have you fear, but God, the angry Lord. If he 
wishes to punish you (you have only deserved it too well), he 
will punish you ; and if there be not peasants enough, he will 
change the stones into peasants — one, in his bands, would slay 
a hundred of yours. As many as you are, neither your cui- 
rasses, nor your might, would save you. 

"If you are still open to advice, dear lords, in God's name, 
retreat a little from before the wrath which you see let loose. 
One fears and shuns a drunken man. Cease your exactions ; 
give truce to your sharp tyranny ; treat the peasants as a man 
in hia senses treats madmen, or the drunken. Do not plunge 
into a struggle with them ; you cannot know how it will end. 
Employ mildness at firct, for fear a slight spark, spreading all 
around, should kindle throughout Germany such a fire as can- 
not be extinguished. You will be no losers by mildness ; and 
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even if you should, peace will inclemiiify you a hundred -fold. 
War may engulph and ruiayou, body and soul. The peasants 
have drawn up twelve articles, some of which contain such just 
demands, as to dishonor you before God and men, and to realize 
Psalm evil., for they cover the princes with coDlempt. Now 1 
could easily draw upother articles against you, and more import- 
ant ones, perhaps, as regards your government of Germany, as 
I have done in my book To the German NohiUty. But my words 
have been to you as the passing wind ; and therefore, you have 
now to undergo all these reclamationa from peculiar interests. 
As to the first article, you cannot deny them the free choice 
of their own pastors. They wish to have the Gospel preached 
to them. Authority t d ght not to hind tl but 

ought to allow every o t h d to believe is 1 at h tl nk 

right, whether it be fl Gfo^p 1 f 1 ehood : it u h to 

prohibit the preaching f dis d d sedition Tl tl 

articles, touching the t 1 d ti n of the p as nt fines 
on deaths, acoumulat n f due, &c,, a qually 

just; for authority was t 1 1 t d for its owi u 
to make subjects the tools of its eapnces and bad j b t 

for the interest of the people. Now your crying ex ti n an 
not he long endured. What would it benefit the p asant I s 
his fields bear as many florins as blades of grass, ^ n f 
wheat, if his lord should despoil him in the same proportion, 
and waste, like straw, the money he draws from him, in dress, 
castles, and feaatings 1 What it most behoveth to do, is to 
retrench all tliis, luxury, and stop up the holes by which mo- 
ney escapes, so that something may be left in the peasant's 
pocket. 

Second Part. To Ike Feasants. — " Thus far, dear friends, 
you have seen but one side. I have set forth that the princes 
and lords who prohibit the preaching of the Gospel, and who 
bow down the people with intolerable burthens, have deserved 
that God should hurl them from their seats, for they have sin- 
ned against God and man, and are without excuse. Never- 
theless, it is for you to prosecute your enterprise conscientiously 
and justly. If you arc conscientious, God will aid you; though 
you should even momentarily succumb, you would eventually 
triumph ; such of you as should fall in the struggle would be 
saved. But if justice and conscience be against you, you will 
Buccimb ; and though even you should not succumb, but slay 
10 
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all the princoa, you would be none the less lost for ever, body 
and soul. This is no jesting matter. Your bodies and life eternal 
are at stake. You have to weigh well, not your own strength 
and the wrongs of your adversaries, but whether you are pro. 
ceeding justly and conscientiously. Believe not, I beseech 
you, the prophets of murder whom Satan has raised up amongst 
you, and who come from him, ^though they invoke the holy 
name of Gospel. They will hate me for this advice which I 
am giving you, and will call me hypocrite ; but I care not. My 
wish is to save from God's wrath the good and honest amongst 
you ; I fear not the rest, and reck not of their contempt. I 
know One who is stronger than them all ; and He teaches me, 
by Psalm iii., to do what I am now doing. The hundred thou- 
sand affright not me. , . . 

" You call on God's name, and pretend to act according to 
his woi-d. Then, forget not, above all, that God punishes him 
who calls upon his name in vain. Dread his wrath. Who 
are you, and what is the world ? Forget you that He is the 
omnipotent and terrible God, the God of the deluge, and who 
rained his thunders upon Sodom ? Now, it is plain that you 
honor not his name. Does not God say, ' They that talte the 
sword, shall perish with the sword V And St. Paul, ' Be ye 
all obedient to authority in all respect and honor?' How can 
you, after this, still pretend that you act according to the 
Gospel 1 Beware; a fearful judgment awaits you. But, you 
say, authority is wicked, intolerable, will not allow us the 
Gospel, overwhelms us with burthens beyond all measure, ia 
ruining us, body and soul. To this I reply, that the iniquity 
and injustice of authority are no excuse for revolt, for the 
punishment of the wicked does not appertain to every man. 
Besides, the natural law says, that no one should be judge in 
his own cause, or avenge lumself, for the Proverb truly says, 
' To strike the striker is naught.' The divine law teaches ua 
the same thing : ' Vengeance is mine ; I will repay, saith the 
Lord.' Your enterprise, therefore, is not only contrary to 
law, according to the Bible and the Gospel, but also to the 
natural law and simple equity. You cannot go on with it 
except you can prove that you have been called to it by a new 
commandment of God's, directed to yourselves, and confirmed 
by miracles. You see the mote in the eye of authority, but 
you cannot see the beam in your own. Authority is unjust in 
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interdicting you the Gospel, and overwhelming you with bur- 
thens ; but how much move unjust are you, who, not content 
with interdicting GJod's word, trample it under foot, and arro- 
gate tlie power reserved to God alone ? Again, who is the 
greater thief (yourselves shall be the judge), he who takes a 
part, or he who takes ail 1 Now, authority takes your goods 
unjustly from you ; but you strip it, not of goods only, but of 
body and life. You assert loudly, it is true, that you will 
leave it sometlung ; who will believe you? You have taken 
power from it ; whotakea all does not fear to take part; when 
the wolf devours the sheep, it devours ears as well. 

"And how is it you do Bot see, my friends, that if your 
doctrine were true, there would no longer be on earth au- 
thority, order, or justice of any kind ? Each would be his 
own judge ; and there would be nothing to be seen but murder, 
desolation, and robbery. What would you do, if, assembled 
OB you now are, each affected to be independent, to do him- 
self justice, and be his own avenger ? Would you allow it 1 
■Would you not say that judgment belonged to one's superiors? 
This law must be alike observed, by pagans, Turks, and Jews, 
if there is to he order and peace on earth. So far from bemg 
Christians, you are worse than pagans and Turks. What 
will Jesus Christ say, seeing his name so profaned by you ? 
Dear friends, I greatly fear Satan has sent amongst you pro- 
phets of murder, who covet the empire of this world, and who 
think to compass it through you, careless of the dangers, 
spiritual and temporal, into which they are plunging you. 

. " But, now, to pass to the Gospel law. This does not bind 
pagans like the law of which we have just been treating. 
Does not Jeaua Christ, from whom ye are named Christians, 
say, ' Resist not evil ; but whosoever shall smite thee on the 
right cheek, turn to him the other also ?' . . . Do you hear 
him, ye assembled Christians 1 How does your conduct square 
with this command f If you know not how to endure, as our 
Lord requires; quickly resign his name ; you are unworthy 
of it; or he will suddenly deprive you of it himself." (Here 
Luther quotes other scriptural injunctiois to forbearance.) 
« Suifer, suffer— the cross, the cross—this is the law of Christ ; 
there is none other. ... Ah ! my friends, if you act thus, 
when will you attain unto that other command which bids you 
love your enemies and do them good ? ... Oh I would to 
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God that the greater number of ua wcro rather good and 
pious pagans, observing the natural law ! To siiow you how 
far you have been led astray by your prophets, I have only to 
remind you of some examples which throw light on tiie law 
of the Giospe!. Look at Jesus Christ and St. Peter in the 
garden of Gethsemane. Did not St. Poter suppose that he waa 
doing right in defending his Master and his Lord from those 
who were about to deliver Him to the executioners ? And 
yet, you know that Jesus Christ upbraided him as a murderer 
for having resisted sword in hand. Again ; what is the eon. 
duct of Jesus Christ on the cross 1 Does be not pray for his 

Eersecutors ? does he not say, ' Father, forgive them, they 
now not what they do V And was not Jesus Christ glorified 
after having suffered, and has not his kingdom prevailed and 
triumphed ? la like manner, God would aid you if you know 
how to suffer as he requires. To talte an example of the 
present day : how has it happened that neither emperor nor 
pope could do anything against me ? The greater their efforts 
to stay and destroy the Gospel, the greater its growth and 
power. I have drawn no sword, raised no revolt, have ever 
preached obedience to authority even when persecuting me, 
have relied always on God, and put my trust in Mm. Hence, 
despite the pope and tyrants, he has not only preserved my 
life, itself a miracle, but has favored and diffused my GJospel 
more and more. And how, now, are you thinking to serve the 
Gospel by directly contravening it ? In truth, you are inflict- 
ing a fearful wound on it in the minds of men ; crushing it, if 
I may so say, by your perverse and mad attempts. 

" I tell you all this, dear friends, to show you how you pro- 
fane Christ's name and his holy laws. However just your 
demands may be, it becomes not a Christian to fight or to, use 
violence : we must suffer injustice ; such is our law. (1 Cor. 
vi.) I repeat to you, then, act now as you like; but lay aside 
the name of Christ, and do not shamefully take it as a cloak 
for your impious conduct. I will not permit it. I will not 
tolerate it. I will tear this name frora you by every effort of 

which I am capable, to the last drop of my blood 

Not that I wish by this to justify authority; the injuries in- 
flicted by it are, I acknowledge, immense ; but what I wish is 
that, if, unhappily (may God avert it !), if, I say, you come 
into collision, men may call neither party Christians. It wil! 
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be a war of pagans, and nothing else ; foj- Christians do not 
fight with swords and arquebusses, but with the cross and 
pationco ; even as their general, Jesus Christ, does not handle 
the sword, hut suffers himself to be bound to the cross. Their 
triumph does not consist in dominion and power, but in sub- 
mission and humility. The arms of our chivalry have no 
corporeal efficacy ; their strength is in the Most High. 

" Call yourselves, then, men who wish to follow nature, and 
not endure evil. Such is the name which suits you ; and if 
you do not take it, but persist in retaining and constantly call- 
ing upon the name of Christ, I can only consider you as my 
enemies, as those of the Gospel, like the pope and the empe- 
ror. Now, know that in this case I have made up my mind 
to refer myself wholly to God, and to implore him, in order to 
enlighten you, to turn against you, and to shipwreck your 
enterprise. I shall so risk my life, as I have done by oppos. 
ing the pope and the emperor ; for I see plainly that the devil 
having been unable to get the better of me through them, 
seeks to exterminate and devour me through the prophets of 
murder who are among you. Well, let him devour me ; the 
morsel will not be easy of digestion. However, dear friends, 
I humbly pray you, and as a friend who wishes your good, to 
reflect well before you proceed further, and to spare me fight- 
ing and praying against you ; albeit I myself am hut a poor 
sinner, still I know that I should be so justified in this matter 
that God would infallibly listen to my prayers. He has bun- 
self taught us in the holy Fater Noster, to pray that his noTm 
may be hallowed on earth as it is in heaven. It is impossible 
for you to have the same trust' in God ; smce Scripture and 
your conscience condemn you, and tell yoti that you are act- 
ing like pagans and enemies of the Gospel. If you were 
Christian you would not be using the fist and sword, but say- 
ing, 'Deliver us from evil,' and ' Thymllhe done' (here follow 
texts from Scripture in illustration). But you wish yourselves 
to be your own God and Saviour ; the true God, the true Sa,- 
viour abandon you then. The demands which you have 
drawn up are not contrary to natural law and equity in their 
tenor, but in the viqlence with which you would force them 
from authority ; and he who has drawn them up is not a pious 
and sincere man, for he has referred to numerous chapters 
from Scripture, without citing the verses, in order to throw aa 
10* 
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air of speciousness around your enterprisej and to seduce you 
and plunge you iato dsngers. On reading these chapters, one 
does not see much bearing on your enterprise, but the contrary 
rather J to wit, to livo and act Chiistianly. He must, 1 take 
it, be a seditious prophet who would wish to attack the Gospel 
through you. May God be pleased to oppose him, and to keep 
you from him. 

" In the first place, you boast in your preface, of only ask- 
ing to be allowed to live according to the Gospel. But do you 
not yourselves confess that you are in rebellion ? And how, I 
ask you, have you the audacity to color such conduct with the 
holy name of the Gospel ? You cite the example of the chil- 
dren of Israel ; you say that God heard the cries they raised 
unto him, and delivered them. Why then not follow his 
boasted example 1 Call on God, as they did, and wait fill he 
send you also a Moses, who will prove his mission by his 
miracles. The children of Israel did not rebel against Pha- 
raoh ; they did not combine for mutual aid as you propose to 
do. This example then is directly adverse to you, and damns 
instead of saving you. No more is it true that your articles, 
as you proclaim in your preface, teach the Gospel, and are in 
conformity with it. Is tliere one out of the twelve which 
contains any point of evangelical doctrine 1 Have they not 
all the one single object of enfranchising your persons and 
your goods ? Do they not all treat of temporal things 1 You, 
you covet power and worldly goods, and will endure no wrong. 
The Gospel, on the contrary, takes no care of these maltera, 
and makes external life consist in suffering, in bearing injus- 
tice, tile cross, in patience, and contempt of life and of all 
worldly matters. You must either then renounce your enter- 
prise, and consent to suffer wrong, if you wish to bear the 
name of Christians ; or else, if you persist in your resolution, 
lay down this name and take another. Choose ; there is no 
alternative. You say that the Gospel is hindered from reach- 
ing you. I reply, that there is no power earthly or heavenly 
which can hinder it.. Public teaching marches free imder 
the heavens, and is as little bound to any place as the star 
which, traversing the clouds, announced to the wise men of 
the East the birth of Jesus Christ. . . If the Gospel be inter- . 
dieted the town or village in which you are, follow it where- 
soever it may be preached. . .' Jesus Christ has said (Mat- 
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fhew X.), ' But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye 
into another.' He does not say, ' If they persecute you, stay 
there, conspire against the lords in rfie name of the Gospel, and 
midte yourselves masters of the town.' What then are those 
Christians who, in the Gospel's name, turn robhers and 
thieves ? Have they the effrontery to" call themselves evan- 
gelical V 

Reply to first ai-ticle : — " If the authorities will not cheer- 
fully support the pastor desired by the commune, the latter," 
says Luther, " may charge itself with bis support. If the 
authorities will not tolerate the said pastor, let the faithful fol- 
low him into another commune." 

Reply to the second article ; — " You desire to dispose of a 
tithe which is not yours ; tliis would be a robbery. If you 
wish to do good, do it out of your own means, not those of 
others. God says through Isaiah, ' A stolen offering I de- 
Reply to tho third article : — " Tou wish to apply to the 
flesh the Christian liberty taught by the Glospel. Had not 
Abraham and the other patriarchs, as well as the prophets, 
slaves t Read St. Paul ; the empire of this world cannot 
subsist without inequality of pei'sons." 

Reply to the eight last articles ; — " As to your aiticles 
touching game, fuel, services, rent, &c., I refer tliem to the 
lawyers, it is not for me to judge of them ; but I repeat to you 
that the Christian is a martyr, and has no care for all these 
things. Cease, then, speaking of Christian law,, and rather 
say it is human law, the natural law which you claim ; for 
the Christian law commands you to suffer, as regards these 
matters, and to complain to trod alone," 

" Dear friends, such is my teaching in reply to your re- 
quest to me. May it be God's will that you faithfully keep 
your promise, and be guided according to Rcripture. Do not 
all cry out at once — Luther is a flatterer of princes ; he speaks 
contrary to the Gospel ; but read first, and consider whether 
what I say is not founded on God's word. 

" Exhorialion to both parties : — Since, then, my friends, you 
neither of you ate maintaining a Christian cause, but acting 
alike against God, forego, I beseech you, all violence. Other- 
wise, you will cover all Germany with horrible and endlesa 
carnage. For as yiL'U are both equally involved in injustice, 
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you will but rush to mutual destruction, and God will chas- 
tise one offender by the other. 

"You, lords, have Scripture and history against you, which 
teach you the punishment which has ever followed tyranny. 
You are yourselves tyrants and executioners, for you inteidiet 
the Gospel. There is no hope, then, that you will escape the 
fate which has hitherto visited your equals Consider the, 
empires of the Assyrians, the Persians, the Gieeki, the Ro- 
mans, how they all perished by the sword aiter having begun 
by the sword, God wished to prove that it is he who judges 
the earth, and that no injustice shall remain unpimished. 

"You, peasants, you, too, have Scriptuie and exppnence 
agamst you. Revolt has never ended well, and G!od has 
sternly cared that the text, ' They that talce the swoid, shall 
perish with the sword,' shall not be a deceitful one. Though 
you shall conquer all the nobles ; when conquerors of the 
nobles, you would turn upon and rend yourselvps like wild 
beasts. The Spirit not reigning over you, but flesh and blood 
only, it would not be long before God would send an evil apint, 
a destroying spirit, as he did to Sichem and its king. . . , 

" What fills me with grief and pity (and would to heaven 
that it could be redeemed with my life !) are the two irrepara- 
ble misfortunes which must iali upon both parties. In the 
first place, aa you all fight for injustice, it is inevitable that 
those who shall perish in the struggle will be everlastingly 
lost, body and soul ; for they will die in their sins, without 
repentance, and unsuccored by grace. The other misfortune 
is, that Germany will be laid waste;, such a carnage once 
begun, there will be no ceasing until the destruction is com- 
plete. It is easy to commence the battle, but beyond our 
power to stop it. Madmen, what have those children, women, 
and old men, done to you whom you are hurrying to ruin with 
you, that you should fill tlie country with blood and rapine, 
and make so many widows and orphans ? Oh ! Satan is re- 
joicing ! God has waxed into his most fearful wrath, and 
threatens to let him loose upon ua. Beware, dear friends; 
all are involved. What will it benefit you to damn yourselves 
gaily for ever, and to leave behind you a land ensanguined 
and desert 1 Wherefore, my advice would be to choose some 
counts and lords from the nobility, and an equal number of 
councillors frcro the towns, and to entrust them with the 



3d b, Google 



117 



amicable arrangement of the matters in dispute. You, lords, 
if you will listen tome, will renounce that outrageous pride of 
which you must at last diiest yourselves, and will relax your 
tyranny so that tho poor man also may enjoy a little ease, 
'iou, peasants, you will give way on your side, and will aban- 
don some of your articles, which go too far. On thia wise, 
matters will not, indeed, be treated according to the Gospel, 
but tliey will at least be arraoged conformably with human 
law. 

" If you do not (which may God forefend !) follow some such 
plan, I cannot hinder you from coming into collision ; but I 
shall he innocent of the loss of your souls, of your blood, of 
vour goods. Your sins will lie at your own door, I have 
told you this is no struggle of Christiana with Christians, but 
of tyrants and oppressor, with robbers and profaners of the 
name of the Gospel. Those who shall perish will be ever- 
lastingly damned. For me, I and mine will pray to God to 
reconcile you, and to restrain you from proceeding to the ex- 
tremes you contemplate. Nevertheless, I cannot conceal from 
you that the terrible signs which have been made manifest in 
these latter times sadden my soul, and fill me with fear lest 
God's wrath be too livelily kindled, and he may exclaim, as 
in Jeremiah : ' Though these three men, Noah, Job, and Da- 
niel, were m it, they only shall be delivered, but the land 
shall be desolate.' God grant that you may fear his wrath, 
and amend, that the calamity may at least be deferred ! Such 
are the counsels which, my conscience bears me witness, I 
tender you as a Christian and a brother ; God grant Ihey 
bring forth fruit. Amen !" 

The biographical character of this work, and the limits 
within which we must restrict it, do not allow us to enter into 
the history of this German jacquerie. (See, however, the 
Additions and Illustrations,) We must be contented here 
with citing the sanguinary proclamation issued by Dr. Thomas 
Monzer, the leader of the Thuringian peasants, which con- 
trasts strikingly with the mild and moderate to^e observable 
io the twelve articles given above : — 

" The true fear of God before aU. 

" Dear brethren — How long will you slumber ? Will you 

for ever disobey God's will, Because, in your limited corn- 
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prehension, you deem yourselves abandoned? How often 
have I repeated ray exhortations ! God cannot longer reveal 
himself. You must be firm; if not, sacrifice and griefs will 
ail have been in vain. I forewarn you, your sufferings will 
in audi case re-commence. We must either suffer ui God'f; 
cause, or become martyrs to the devil. Be firm, then ; givfi, 
not away to fear or slolh ; cease from flattering dreamers and 
impious wretches who have wandered from the path. Arise, 
and fight the Lord's fight. Time presses. Make your 
brethren respect God's testimony ; otherwise, all will perish. 
Germany, France, Italy, are wholly up in arms ; the Master 
•wishes to play his game j the hour of the evil-doera is come. 
At Pulda, during Passion week, four churches of tile bishopric 
were sacked : the peasants of Klegen In Hegau, and those of 
the Black Forest, have risen to the number of three hundred 
thousBfld. Their mass increases daily. All my fear is, that 
«iese silly ones may be ensnared into some deceitful compact, 
me disastrous consequences of which they cannot foresee. 
Though you should be but three, yet, confiding in God and 
seeking his honor and glory, a hundred thousand enemies 
would not affright you. Up, up, up {Bran, dran, drm) ! 'Tis 
time ; the wicked tremble. Be without pity, though even Esau 
^ouldspeak you fairly. (Gen.xxxiii.) Listen not to the groans 
of the impioua : they will supplicate you most tenderly ; they 
will weep like children ; be not moved by them ; God forbade 
Moses to be so (Deut. vii.), and has made a revelation to us of 
the same prohibition. Raise the towns and villages, above all, 
^the miners of the mountains. . . , Up, up, up, whilst the fire is 
heating ; let not the sword, warm with blood, have time to 
cbUl, Forge Nimrod on the anvil, fdnk pan/c. Slay all in the 
tower ; whilst they shall live, you will never be freed from the 
fear of men. One cannot speak of God to you, as long as they 
reign over you. Up, up, up, whilst it is day. God "goes be- 
fore you ; follow. The whole of this history is described and 
explained in St. Matthew, c. xxiv. Be not then afraid. God 
is with you, as it is said, c. ii., paragraph 2. God tells you 
to fear nothing. Fear not numbers. Tis not your battle, 'tia 
t!ie Lord's ; tis not yon who fight. Be bold, and you will 
experience the power of succors Tom on high. Amen. Given 
at Mulliausen, in 1535. Thoioas Mumzee, God's servan' 
against the wicked." 
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In a letter lo the elector Fredericl: and duke John, Luther 
draws a comparison between himself and Mtiiizer. " As to 
me, I am only a poor mau, and began my undertalsing with 
ear and trembling, like St. Paul, as he himself confesses (1 
vor. ii. 3 — 6), ha who, nevertheless, could boast of having 
heard a heavenly voice. I hear not such voices, and am not 
sustained by the Spirit. With what humble and apologetic 
frame of mind did I not begin to attack the pope ! What in- 
ternal struggles did I not go through I What supplications did 
I not address to God ! My first publication attests tMs, Yet, 
with this poor spirit of mine, I have done what this terrible 
worJd'Cracking {Weltfresaergdst) spirit has not yet dared to 
attempt.''' I have held dlsputatioua at Leipzig, in the midst 
of a hostile population. I have attended the summons of my 
greatest enemy to Augsburg. I have ishown myself at Worms, 
before Ctesar and the whole empire, although well aware that 
my safe-conduct was broken through, that craft and treachery 
were on the watch for me. However wealt and poor I then 
was, my heart, notwithstanding, assured me that I behoved to 
enter Worms, altliough I should find there as many devils as 
tUes on the roofe. ... I have been compelled, in my career, to 
meet in argument, without remissioD, one, two, three, no mat- 
ter how many, and upon their o^vn ground. Weal and poor 
in mind, I have been necessitated to stay by myself like the 
flower of the field ; 1 could select neither adversary, nor hour, 
nor place, nor mode of attack, nor distance to be observed, hut 
have been necessitated to hold myself ready to answer the 
whole world, as the apostle teaches {1 St. Peter iii. 15). 
And this spirit who has soared above us all as high as the sun 
above the earth, this spirit who barely regards us as insects 
and worms, requires an assembly of such as are favorable to 
him, and from whom he has nothing lo fear, and refuses to 
reply lo two or three challengers who would question htm 
apart. The reason is, that we have no other strength than 
that which Jesus Christ gives us ; if he leave us to ourselves, 
the rustling of a leaf will malte us tremble ; if he support us, 
our spirit is conscious within itself of the power and glory of 
the Lord. I am forced to vaunt myself, foolish though it be, 
and St. Paul wse forced as well (3 Cor. xi. 18) ; but would 
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willingly refrain, could I do so in the presence of these lying 
spirits." ' 

Immediately after tlie defeat of the peasants, Melancfhor 
published a brief account of Monzer ; of course, singulam 
mifavorable to the conquered. He assorts, that Mtlnzer fleq 
to Frankenhausen, where he concealed himself in a bed, an4 
feigned to be siefc, but was found out by a cavalier, and re- 
cognized through his portfolio. " Whilst he was being hand- 
cuffed, he kept crying out, and duke George saying to him, 
'You are in pain, Thomas; but those poor people who have 
been killed, pushed on to their death by you, have suffered 
more to-day;' 'They would not have it otherwise,' was hia 
reply, bursting out into laughter, as if possessed by the devil. 
Munzer confessed, on bis examination, that lie had long thought 
of reforming Christendom, and that the insurrection of the 
Suabian peasants had struck him as s favorable opportunity. 
He showed extreme pusillanimi^ in his last moments, and 
was so bewildei;ed, as to be unable to repeat the Credo of him- 
self. . Duke Henry of Brunswick repeated it, and he said it 
after him. He also publicly confessed that he had acted 
erroneously. With regard to the princes, lie exhorted them 
to be less hard to the poor, and to read the books of Kings, 
saying, that if they followed his advice, they would never 
have similar dangers to fear. He was then decapitated. His 
head was fixed upon a pike, and remained exposed as an ex- 
ample. Before his execution, he wrote to the inhabitants of 
Mfllbausen, recommending his wife to them, and praying them 
not to avenge themselves on her. He added, that " before ho 
quitted the world, he thought it hia duty earnestly to exhort 
them to discontiuuQ the revolt, and avoid all fresh effusion of 

Whatever may have been the atrocities that sullied Munzer 
and the peasants, one cannot but be surprised at the severity 
with which Luther speaks of their defeat. He could not par- 
don them, for having compromised the name of Reformation. 
" wretched spirits of troubles, where are now the words 
with which you excited and stirred up poor people to revolt-:- 
when you said that they were God's people, that God fought 
for them, that any one of them could beat down a hundred 
enemies, that with a hat they could kill five at a blow, and 
that t!ie stones fired from tjie arquebuss, instead of striking 
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(hose opposite, would turn, and kill those who fired them ? 
Where now is Miiiizer, with that sleeve in which he boasted 
iie could catch all the missiles directed against his people 1 
What is now that God, who for near a year has prophesied by 
the mouth Mflnzer 1 I am of opinion, tbat all the peasants 
ought to perish, i-ather than the princes and magistrates, since 
they take up the sword without divine authority. The peasants 
deserve no mercy, no tolerance, but the indignatioa of God and 
man." (May 30th, 1525.) " The peasants," he says else- 
where, " are under the ban both of God and the emperor, and 
may be treated as mad dogs," In a letter dated the 21st of 
June, he enumerates the horrible massacres committed upon 
them by ihe nobles, without displaying the least sign of interest 
or pity. 

He showed more generosity towards his enemy ■Carlstadt, 
who was, at the time, exposed to the greatest dangers, and had 
infinite difSculty in justifying himself for having taught doc- 
trines akin to those of Munzer. He returned to Wittemberg, 
and humbled himself before Luther, who interceded for him, 
and obtained the elector's permission for his settling as a 
husbandman at Kemberg, which he desired to do. " I am 
grieved about the poor man ; and your grace knows that we 
should have pity on the unfortunate, especially when they are 
innocent." (Sept. 12th, 1525.) On Nov. 22d, 1526, he again 
writes. ..." Doctor Carlstadt earnestly prays me to intercede 
with your. grace to allow him to inhabit the city of Kemberg, 
as the malice of the peasants renders living in a village irksome 
to liim. Now, aa he has kept himself quiet up to the present 
time, and as he will be under the eye of the provost of Kem- 
berg, I humbly beseech your electoral grace to grant his re- 
quest, although your grace have already done much for him, 
and have even drawn suspicion and calumnies on yourself on 
his account. But so much the more abundantly will Giod re- 
turn it to you. 'Tis for him to think of the safety of his soul — 
that is his concern ; to treat him well as regards his bodily 

" To all dear Christians into whose hands the present writing 
shall fall, the grace and peace of God our Father, and of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; Doctor Marlin Lwlher. — Doctor Andreas 
Carlstadt has just forwarded to me a small work, in which he 
clears himself of the charge of having been one of the leaderg 
11 
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of tho rebels, and earnestly entreats mo to get if printed, ill 
order to save the honor of his name, and, perhaps, even his life.j 
which is endangered through the haste with which they will hurr^ 
through the trial of the accused. Indeedit is reported that rapicS 
proceedings are about to be instituted against many poor per- 
sons, and the innocent to be executed along with the guilty, 
without hearing or proof, in the wantonness of rage ; and I 
much fear the' eowai'dly tyrants, who before trembled at the 
fall of a leaf, waxing now so bold in glutting their rage, that, 
oa the destined day, God will cast them down in their turn. 
Now, albeit doctor Carlstadt is my greatest enemy on ques- 
tions of doctrine, and there ia no hope of our agreeing on such 
paints, the confidence with which he applies to me in his hour 
of fear, rather than to those old friends of his who erst excited 
him gainst me, shall not be deceived, and I shall gladly do 
him this service, and others, if possible." Luther goes on to 
express his hopes that, by God's grace, all will yet turn out 
well for Carbtadt, and that he will at the last renounce his errors 
touching the sacrament. At the same time, he defends him- 
self against any chaise that may be brought on account of liis 
conduct on this occasion, of his yielding a jot on doctrinal 
points; whilst to any charge of excess of credulity, ho replies, 
" That it becomes neither him nor any one to judge another's 
heart. ' Charity suifereth long,' says St. Pau! ; and, else- 
where, ' Charily believeth all things, hopeth all things.' This, 
then, is my opinion. So long as doctor Carlstadf offers to take 
his trial, and to undergo fitting punishment should he be con- 
victed of having taken part in the rebellion, I am bound to 
credit both bis word and this writing of his, although previously 
inclined to consider himself and his friends animated with a 
seditious spirit, and am boimd to aid him to procure the inquiry 
whfch he solicits." 

Luther next proceeds to ascribe much of what has happened, 
to the violence with which princes and bishops have opposed 
the spread of religion, " Hence that popular fury which, 
naturally, will not be appeased until the tyrants he low in the 
mud ; since things canjiot last when a master can only inspire 
fear instead of love. No, let us leave our black-coats and 
country squires to shut their ears against warnings : let them 
go on, let them go on ; let them continue to accuse ths Gospel 
of thsevU which they have brought upon themselves; let them 
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al oya SB) 'What do I care for it?' Soon wil there come 
Anoli er 1 o will answer them, ' Yet a little wliile and tliere 
&I all be no prince nor bishop oa the face of the earth.' Let 
tlen tlen alone; they will soon find what they have been 
so lo g look ng for ; the thing is set a-going. God grant they 
ay yet lepent in time ! Amen. Therefore, I beseech nobles 
a d b si ops and every cne, to suffer doctor Garlstadt, on this 
solemn all gation of his ffoat he can clear himself from all im- 
pl at o m the rebellion, to enter on his defence, for fear of 
t pt g ttod more, and of the people's anger becoming more 
volent and justified, ... He has never lied, He who has 
piom sed to hearken to Ihe cries of the oppressed ; and He 
wanteth not power to punish. May God grant us his grace. 
A nen (A.r. 1535.)-^" Germany, I fear me, is lost. Perish 
she m Hf, s ice the princes will only employ the sword. Ah ! 
they think that they can thus pluck out, hair by hair, the good 
God's beard. He will smite them on the cheek therefore." 
(a.d.1536.) — " The spiritofthesetyrants is impotent, cowardly, 
foreign from every honest thought. They deserve to he slaves 
of the people. But, by the grace of Chrisl, I am sufficiently 
aven^'ed in the contempt 1 entertain fo»^them, and for Satan, 
their'^god." (The end of December, 1525.) 



CHAPTER IV. 

A. D. 1524—1527. 

Luiher attacked by the Rationalists.— Swjnglii.—Eucer, &C.— 
Erasmus. 

DujtiNG the whole of this terrible tragedy of the war of ihe 
peasants, the theological war was ragiiig against Luther, The 
Swiss and Rhenish reformers, Zwingle, Bucer, CEcolampadius, 
parUcipated in Carlstadt's theological principles, differing from 
him in little save in their submission to the civil power. Not 
one of them would remain within the limits to which Lmber 
desired to restrict the Reformation. Hard and frigid logicians. 
they daily effaced the traces of that antique Christian poesy 
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which he sought to preserve. Less daring, but more danger, 
ous still, the king of the literary world, the cold and ingenious 
Erasmus, rained fearful blows upon him. Zwingle and 
Buoer,* men of a political cast of mind, had long been striving 
to preserve, at any price, the apparent unity of Protestantism, 
Bueer, that grand arcJuteet rf subtleties (Bossuet), concealed 
his opinions for some time from Luther, and even translated 
his German works. " No one," says Luther, " no one has 
translated my works into Latin more ably or exactly than 
master Bucer, He foists info them none of his vagaries touch-, 
ing the sacrament. Did I seek to display my inmost heart and 
thought in words, I could not do better." At another time he 
seems to have detected the infidelity of the translation. On 
September 13th, 1527, he writes to a' printer, that Bucer, in 
translating hb works into Latin, had so altered certain pas- 
sages ag to pervert the sense ; " it is on this fashion that we 
have made the fathers heretics." And he begs him, should he 
reprint the volume, to prefix a preface from himself, warning 
the reader of the changes introduced by Bucer, In 1S27, he 
published a work against Zwingle and CEoolampadius, in 
which he styled them new Wicklifiites, and denounced their 
opinions as sacrilegious and heretical. At length, in 1528, he 
said, " I know enough, and more than enough, of Bucer'a 
iniquity to feel no suiprise at his perverting against me my 

own published sentiments oa the sacrament Christ keep 

you, you who are living in the midst of these ferocious beasts, 
these vipers, lionesses, panthers, with almost more danger than 
Daniel in the lions' den." "I believe Zwingle to be worthy 
of a holy hale for his rash and criminal handling of God's 
word." (October 27th, 1S27.) " What a fellow is that 
Zwingle, with his rank ignorance of grammar and dialectics, 
not to speak of other sciences!" (November 28th, 1527.) 

In a second publication against them, in 1528, he says, " I 
reject, and condemn as mere error, all doctrine which assumes 
the will to be free." This was the subject of his grand quar. 

■ Tfie learned of the sixteenth century generally translated their 

t roper namea into Greek. So, Euhhorn (Cowhorn) changed his name 
ilo thit of Bncer; Hausschein (House-light) into fficolampadius; 
Didier (Irom Deaiderimn, desire) into Erasmus ; Schwarz-Erde (Black- 
earth) into Melnacthon, &c. Luther and Zwingle, the two popular 
cefonners, are the only ones who detained their own proper ^qiell«- 
tloDH ill t}ii> vulgar tongue. 
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Letter to Erasmus. 125 

rel with Erasmus; which began in 1525, the year that Eras- 
mus publislied his De Libera ArUirio. Up to tliat lime they 
had been on friendly terms. Erasmus had frequently stood 
forth in defence of Luther ; and the latter, in return, consented 
to respect the neutrality of Erasmus. The followiag -letter 
proves that down to 1524 Lutber thought it expedient to 
observe some delicacy towards him : — " This has been a long 
silence, dear Erasmus ; and although I waited for you, as my 
superior, to break it, cbarity now seema to bid you malie a 
commencement. I do not reproach you with having kept 
aloof from us through fear of embarrassing the cause which 
ytm abetted against our enemies, the papists ; and, indeed, the 
only annoyance I feel is your having harassed us with some 
sharp stings and bites in various passages of the worlts which 
you have published, to catch their mvor or mitigate their 
anger. We see that the Lord has not yet granted you suf. 
ficient energy or understanding to attack these monsters freely 
and courageously, and wo are not the men who would exact 
from you what is above your strength. We have respected in 
you your weakness, and the measure of God's gifts. The 
whole world must bear witness to your successful culjivation 
of that literature by which we arrive at a true understanding 
of the Scriptures, and this gift rf God's has been magnificently 
and wonderfully displayed in you ; calling for all thanks. And 
so I have never desired to see you quit the distance which you 
keep, in order to enter our camp. Great, doubtless, would be 
the services you could render ua by your talent and eloquence; 
but, since your heart fails, better serve with what he has given 
you. There was a fear that you might suffer yourself to be 
led away by our adversaries to attack our doctrine publicly, 
when I should feel bound to oppose you to your face ; and I 
have quieted some of our friends who had written with the de. 
sign of forcing you ioto the arena : hence, I should have been 
glad that the Hutten's Expostulatio, and still more that thy 
xfirifen's Sponge bad not been published ; a circumstance 
which may have taught you to feel how easy it is to write 
about moderation, and to accuse Luther of intemperance, but 
how difSioult and impossible to practise those lessons except by 
a angular gift of grace. Believe it or not, Christ is my wit- 
ness that I pity you from the bottom of my soul when I see 
such passions and hates against you, to which it wore too x: uch 
11* 
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(w^ak and worldly as is your virtue to bear up against such 
storms) to suppose you insensible. Yet, perchance, our friends 
may be instigated by a lawful zeal, deeming themselves un- 
.worthily attacked by you. . . . For my own part, although 
irritable and often hurried away by anger lo write bitterly, it 
has been in the case of the obstinate only ; being merciful and 
mild to sinners generally, however insensate and iniquitous, as 
my conscience bears me witness, and numbers can tell. And 
thus 1 have restrained my pen, notwithstanding your goadings, 
and have resolved lo restrain it, until you declare yourself 
openly. For whatever be our points of disagreement, and 
with whatever impiety or dissimulation you express your dia- 
appiobation or your doubts on the most important points of re- 
ligion, I neither can nor will accuse you of obstinacy. What 
steps take now 1 On bpth sides there is exceeding esaspera- 
tion. Might I be mediator, I would have them forbear their 
furious attacks upon you, and suffer your declining years to 
sleep in peace in the Lord ; and they would do so, did they 
take into consideration your wealtnessaud the greatness of our 
cause, which has long exceeded your small measure. We 
have a<ivanced so fiir that we have scant need to fear for our 
cause, even though Erasmus should assemble all his forces 
against us. . , . However, there is some show of reason in our 
friends feeling so annoyed at y mf attacks ; for it is only hu- 
man weakness, to fidget and alarm itself about the name and 
authority of Erasmus. To be bitten by Erasmus but once, is 
a very diJferent thing from being a prey to the attacks of all 
the papists put together. I have written to you thus, dear 
Erasmus, to prove my candor, and because I yearn that the 
Lord may grant you grace befitting your name. Should 
this be delayed, yet I pray you to remain at least a spec- 
tator of our tragedy. Join not your forces to our adversa- 
ries; publish no books against me, and I will publish none 
against you. As for those who complain of being attacked in 
Luther's name, remember that they are men like you and me, 
to whom we must grant indulgence and pardon, and that, as 
St. Paul says, 'we must hear each other's hurden.' Biting is 
enough ; we must beware of devouring one another. . . ." 
(April, 1524.) 

To Bonier. "Erasmus knows less about predestination 
than even the sophists of the school. Erasmus is not formida- 



3d b, Google 



FREE WILL. 127 

ble on this any more than on any other Christian matter. I 
will not lungo at Erasmus, and shall let him lunge at me once 
or twice, without parrying and returning the thrust. It is not 
wise in him to be preparing the strength, of his eloquence 
against me. ... I shall present myself confidently before tho 
most eloquent Erasmus, stammerer as I may bo in comparison 
with him, and caring not for his credit, hia name, or his repu- 
tation. I ana not angry with Mosellanus's attaching himself 
to Erasmus rather th&n me. Tell him to he Erasmian with 
all his strength." (May 28th, 1523.) This forbearance could 
not last. The publication of the Ve Libero ArhUrio was a de- 
claration of war. Luther perceived that the true question was 
at last mooted, " What I esteem, what I laud in thee, is, that 
thou alone hast touched the root of the subject, the whole gist 
of the matter, I mean free will. Thou dost not plague me with 
disputes foreign to the question, with the papacy, purgatory, 
indulgences, and other fooleries with which they have paid me 
off. Alone ihou bast seized the knot, hast struck at the throat. 

Thanis, Erasmus ! It is irreligious, thou sayest, it is 

superfluous, a matter of pure curiosity, to inquire whether God 
be endowed with prescience, whether our will is operant as 
regards everlasting salvation, or is only acted upon by grace ; 
whether whatgood and evil we do, we do actively or passively! 
. . . Great God ! what then is religious, grave, useful 1 Eras, 
mus, Erasmus, it is difficult to accuse thee of ignorance ; a 
man of thy years, living in tho midst of Christian people, and 
who has so long meditated upon the Scriptures ! It is impos- 
sible to excuse, or to thinlt well of thee What ! you a 

theologian, you a Christian doctor, not satisfied to abide by 
your ordinary scepticism, you to decide that those things are 
unnecessary, without which there is ao longer God, nor Christ, 
nor Gospel, nor faith ; without which there remains nothing, 1 
will not aay of Christianity, but of Judaism V But all in vain 
is Luther powerful and eloquent ; he cannot break asunder the 
bonds which entwine him. "Why," asks Erasmus, "does 
not God correct the viciousccss of our wOl, since it is not in 
our power to control it ? or why does ho impute it to us, since 
this viciousness of will is inherent in man ? . . . The vessel 
says to the potter, ' Wherefore have you made roe for the ever- 
lasting fire J' . . . If man be not free, what is the meaning of 
precept, action, reioard, in short, of all language ? Why speak 
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128 THE LIFE OF LUTHER. 

of repentance, &c." Luther is exceedingly put to it to an 
swer all this. " God speaks to us on this fashion," he says, 
" solely to convict us of our powerleasness, if we do not im- 
plore lus assistance. Satan said, ' Thou art free to act.' Moses 
said ' Act ;' in order to convict us before Satan of our inability 
to act." A cruel and seemingly silly answer ; equivalent to 
tying our legs, and then bidding us walk, and punishing us 
every time we fall. Recoiling from the consequences which 
Erasmus either deduces or hints at, Luther rejects every sys- 
tem of interpretation for the Scripture, and yet finds himself 
obliged to have recourse to interpretation in order to escape 
the conclusions of liia adversary. For instance, he explains, 
the " X will harden Phta^oh's heart," as follows: " G!od does 
evil in us, that is to say,througli us, not through any defect in 
himself, but through the effect of our vices ; for we are sinners 
by nature, whilst God can only do good. By virtue of bis 
omnipotence, he carries ua along with him in his course of 
action, but, although good itself, he cannot prevent an evil 
instrument from producing evil." 

It must have been glorious for Erasmus to behold the 
triumpiiant enemy of papacy writhing under liis blows, and 
clutching to oppose him a weapon so dangerous to him who 
employs it. The more Luther struggles, the more be takes 
advantage ; the more he pushes his victory, the deeper he 
sinks into immorality and iatalism, even to being constrained 
to admit that Judas could do no other than betray Christ. 
Deep and lasting, therefore, was Luther's recollection of this 
quarrel. He did not deceive himself with regard to his tri- 
umph 1 he bad not discovered the solution of Uie terrible pro- 
blem ; be felt this in bis JDe Servo ArUtno (On the Bondage of 
the Will) ; and to his latest day, the name of him who had 
beaten him down to the most immoral consequences of the 
doctrine of grace, is mixed up in his writings and sermons, 
with curses upon the blasphemers of Christ. 

He was, most of all, angered by Erasmus's apparent mode, 
ration ; who, not daring to attack the foundations of the edi- 
fice of Christianity, seemed desirous of destroying it slowly, 
stone by stone. This shifting and equivocation did not suit 
Luther's energy. " Erasmus," he says, " that amphibolous 
king, who sits quietly on the throne of amphibology, mocks 
us with his ambiguous words, and claps his hands when he sees 
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lttther's anxiety and teoubie. 1^9 

us entangled in his insidious figures, like a quarry in ilie nels. 
Taking it as an opportunity for his rhetoric, he falls upon us 
with loud cries, tearing, flogging, crucifying, thi-owing all hell 
at our head, because, he says, we have understood in a slan- 
derous, infamous, and Satanic sense, words which he, never- 
theless, wished te-be-EO undei-stood. . . . See him advance, 
creeping like a viper, to tempt simple souls, like the serpent 
that beguiled Eve into doubt, and infused into her suspicion 
of God's commands." Whatever Luther may say, this dis- 
pute occasioned him so much anxiety and trouble, tiiat he at 
last declined battle, ajid prevented his friends from replying 
for him : " If I fight with dirt, conqueror or conquered, I am 
always defiled." "I would not," he writes to his son John, 
" &r a thousand florins find myself in God's presence in the 
danger in which Jerome will stand, still less in Erasmus's 

Elace. If I recover health and strength I will fully and freely 
aar witness to my God against Erasmus. I will not sell my 
dear little Jesus. I daily draw nearer to the grave ; and, be- 
fore I descend into it, wish to bear witness to my God with my 
lips, and without putting forth a single leaf as my shield. As 
yet I have hesitated, and have said to myself, ' Shonldst thou 
kill him what would be his fate V I killed Munzer, and his 
-death b a load round my neck. But I killed him because he 
sought to kill my Christ." Preaching on Trinity Sunday, 
doctor Martin Luther says : " 1 pray all of you who have se- 
riously at heart the honor of Christ and of the Gospel, to be 
the enemies of Erasmus. . . ." One day, doctor Luther ex- 
claimed to doctors Jonaa and Pomeranus, with energetic ear- 
nestness : " My dying prayers to you would be ' Scourge this 
serpent.' . . . When I shall recover, with God's aid, I will 
write against him, and kill him. We have endured liis mock- 
ery of us, and having taken us by the throat j but now, that 
he seeks to do the same by Christ, we will array ourselves 
against him. ... It is true, that crushing Erasmus is crushing 
a bug; but my Christ, whom he mocks, is nearer to me than 
Erasmus's being in danger." *' If I live, I will, with God's 
aid, purge the Church of his ordure. 'Tis Erasmus who has 
given birth to Crofus, Egranus, Wifzeln, CEcolampadius, Cam- 
panus, and other visionaries or Epicureans. I'e it thoroughly 
understood, I will no more recognize him as a member of the 
Church." Looking one day at a portrait of Erasmus, Luther 
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said : " Erasmus, as his countenance proves, is-a craily, de- 
signing man, who has laughed at God and religion ; lie uses 
fino words, as ' dear Lord Christ, the word of salvation, the 
holy sacraments,' but holds the truth to be a matter of indif- 
ference. When he preaches, it rings false like a cracked pot. 
He has attacked the papacy, and is now drawing his head out 
of the noose." 



CHAPTER V. 

A,ii, 153a— 1520. 



The firmest souls would have found it difBcnlt to bear up 
against such a succession of shocks ; and Luthei^'s visibly 
failed after the crisis of the year 1595. His part had been 
changed, and most distressingly. Erasmus's opposition waa 
the signal for the estrangement of men of letters, who, at the 
first, had so powerfully aided Luther's cause. He had al. 
lowed the De Lihero Arbitrio to remain without any .■jerious 
reply. The great innovator, the people's champion against 
Rome, saw himself outstripped by the people, and, in the war 
of the peasants, cursed by the people ; bo that one cannot be 
surprised at the discouragement which overwhelmed him at 
this period. In this prostration of his mind, the flesh regained 
its empire ; he married. The two or three succeeding years 
are a sort of eclipse for Luther ; in which we find him for the 
most part preoccupied with worldly cai-es, that cannot, how- 
ever, fill up the void he experiences. At last, he succumbs, 
A grand physical crisis marks tlie end of this period of atony. 
He is aroused from his lethargy by the dangers that threaten 
Germany ; which ia invaded by Soliman (a.b. 1529), and 
threatened in its liberty and its liiith at the diet of Augsburg, 
by Charles the Fifth, (a.b. 1530.) 

" Since God has created woman such as to requi' e of no- 
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ceasity to be near man, let us ask no more, God is on our side. 
So, let us honor maiTiage, as an honorable and divine institu- 
tion. This mode of life is the first which it pleased God to 
oi-dain, is that which he has constantly niaintained, is the last 
which he will glorify over every other. Where were Idag- 
doms and empires when Adam and tlie patriarchs lived in 
marriage 1 Out of what other kind of life do all states pro- 
ceed '! Albeit, man's wickedness has compelled the magis- 
tracy to wsurp it for the most part, so that marriage has become 
an empire of war, whilst, in its purity and simplicity, it is the 
empire of peace." {Jan. ITth, 1525.) "You tell me, my 
dear Spalatin, that you wish to renounce the court, and your 
office. My advice to you is, to remain, except you leave to 
marry. For my part, I am in God's hand, a being whose 
heart he can change and change back, whom he can slay, or 
call to life, at each moment, and at every hour. Neverthe- 
less, in the state in which my heart has ever been, and still is, 
I shall not take a wife : not that I do not feel my flesh and my 
sex ; I am neither wood nor stone, but my mind inclines not 
to marriage whilst I am daily expecting the heretic's death 
and punishment." (Nov, 80th, 1524.) "You need not be 
surprised that I, qtd sic famosus sum amator (who am so noto- 
rious a lover), do not marry. You should rather be surprised 
that I, who have written so much upon marrii^e, and have 
constantly had so much to do with women, have not long since 
been changed into a woman rather than marrying one. Still, 
if you will regulate yourself by my example, it shoul^d be all- 
powerful with you to learn that I have had three spouses at 
the same time, and have loved them so much as to lose two, 
who are about to take other husbands. The third, I hardly 
detain by the lefl hand, and she is slipping from me." (April 
leth, 1525.) 

To Aittsdorff. " Hoping to have my life spared for some 
time yet, I have not liked to refuse giving my fatlier the hope 
of posterity. Besides, I have chosen to practise what I have 
preached, since so many others have shown themselves ifraid 
to practise what is so clearly announced in the Giospel. I 
follow God's will ; and am not devoured with a burning, im- 
moderate love for my wife, but simply love her." (June 31st, 
1525.) 

His bride, Catherine von Bora, was a young girl of noblo 
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133 THE I.IFB OF HJTnER. 

birth, who had escaped from her convent ,■■ was twenty-foar 
yeara of age, and remarkably beautiful. It appears that she 
had been previously attached to a young student of Nurem- 
berg, Jerome Baumgartner ; and Luther wrote to him (Oct. 
12th, 1624). — " If you desire to obtain your Catherine von 
Bora, malte haste before she is given to another, whose she al- 
most is. Still, she has not yet overcome her love for yoii. 
For my part, I should be delighted to see you united." He 
writes to Stiefel, a year after hts marriage (Aug. 12th 1526). 
" Catharine, my dear rib, salutes you. She is, thanks to God, 
in the enjoyment of excellent health. She is gentle, obedient, 
and complying in all things, beyond my hopes. I would not 
exchange my poverty for Uie wealth of Crcesus." Luther, in 
truth, was at this time extremely poor. Preoccupied with 
'Ijousehold cares, and anxiety about his future family, he 
turned his thoughts to acquiring a handicraft. " If the world 
will no longer support us in return for preaching the word, let 
OS learn to live by the labor of our own hands." Could he 
have chosen, he would no doubt have preferred one of the arts 
which he loved — the art of Albert Durer, and of his friend 
Lucas Cranach — or music, which he called a science inferior 
to theology alone ; but he had no master. So ho became 
turner. " Sinco our barbarians here know nothing of art or 
science, my servant Wolfgang and I have taken lo turning." 
He commissioned Wenceslaus Link to buy him tools at Nu-' 
reuiberg. He also took to gardening and building. " I have 
planted a garden," he writes to Spalatin, " and have built a 
fountain, and have succeeded tolerably in both. Come, and 
be crowned with lilies and roses." (Dec, 1535.) In April, 
1527, on being made a present of a clock by an abbot of Nu. 
remberg, " I must," he says, in acknowledging its receipt, 
" I must become a student of mathematics in order to compre- 
hend all this mechanism, for I never saw anything like it." 
A month afterwards he writes, " The turning tools are come 
to hand, and the dial with the cylinder and the wooden clock. 
I have tools enough for the present, except you meet with 
some newly-i a vented ones, which can turn of themselves, 
wjiilst my servant snores or stares at the clouds. I have al- 
ready taken my degree in clockmaking, which is prized by 
me as enabling me to tell the hour to my drunkards of Saxons, 
who pay more attention to their glasses than the hours, and 
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care not whether sun, or clock, or whoso regulates the clocli, 
go wrong." (May 19th, 1537.) " You may absolutely see 
my melons, gourds, and pumpkins grow ; so 1 havo known 
how to employ the seeds you have sent me." (Ju'y 5th.) 

Gardening was no great resource, and Luther found him- 
self in a situatioQ equally strauge and distressing. This man, 
who govevaed kings, saw himself dependent on the elector 
for his daily food. The new church had only compassed her 
deliverance from the papacy, by subjecting herself to the 
civil power, which, at the outset, starved and neglected her. 
Luther had written to Spalatin in 1533, that he desired to re- 
sign the income which he drew from his convent, into the 
elector's hands. . . . "Since we read no more, bawl no more, 
Bay mass no more, and, indeed, do nothing for which the house 
was founded, we can no longer live on this money which is no 
longer oure," (Nov., 1533.) "As yet, Staupitz has paid no 
fraction ol' our income. . . . We are daily plunging deeper 
into debt ; and I know not whether to apply to the elector 
again, or to let things go on, and the worst come to the worst, 
until want drives me forth from Wittemberg into the tender 
hands of pope and emperor." (Nov., 1533.) " Are we here 
to pay every one, and yet no one to pay ua ? This is passing 
strange." (Feb. 1st, 1524.) " Each day burdens me with 
fresh debts ; 1 must seek alms by some other, means." (April 
24th, 1524.) " This life cannot last. Are not these delays 
of the prince justly calculated to arouse suspicion ? For my 
own part, I would long since have left my convent for some 
other abode, and have lived by my own labor (although I can. 
not now be said to live without labor), had I not feared to 
bring scandal on the Gospel, and even on the prince," (End 
of Dec, 1524.) 

" You ask me for eight florins ; but where shall I get them ? 
You know that I am obliged to use the strictest economy ; and 
I have imprudently contracted debts this year to the amount 
of above a hundred florins. I have been forced to leave three 
goblets in pledge' for fifty Borias. It is true, that my Lord, 
who has thus punished me for my improvidence, has at last 
set mo free. . . . Besides, Lucas and Christian will no longer 
take my security, finding that they either lose all, or else 
drain my purse to the bottom." (Feb. 3d, 1637.) "Tell 
Nicolas Endrissus to ask me for some copies of my works. 
12 
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Although very poor, I have yet made certain stipulations with 
my printers, asking them nothing for all my labor, except the 
power of taking occasionally a copy of my works. Tliis is 
not exacting, I think, since other writers, even translators, re- 
ceive a ducat ft sheet." (July Bth, 1537.) " What has hap- 
pened, my dear Spalatin, that you write fa me in so threaten- 
ing and imperious a tone ? Haa not Jonas experienced enough 
of your contempt and your prince's, Uiat you still rage so 
furiously against that excellent man ? I know the prince's 
character, and how lightly he treats men. , . , 'Tis thus, then, 
that the Gfospel is honored, by refusing a poor stipend to its 
ministers ! ... Is it not iniquitous and detestably perfidious to 
order him to leave, and yet to manage to malte it appear that 
no such order had been given him 1 And think you that 
Christ does not note the stratagem ? ... I do not conceive, 
however, that the prince has sustained any injury through us. 
... A tolerable proporUon of the good things of this world 
has found its way into his purse, and each day is adding to it, 
God will find the means of feeding us, if you withhold your 
alms and some accursed money. . ., . Dear Spalatin, treat us, 
I pray you, us, Christ's poor and exiles, more gently, or else 
explain yourself frankly, so that we may know what we are 
about, and no longer be forced to ruin ourselves by following 
an equivocal order, which, whilst it obliges us fo leave, does 
not allow of our naming those who compel us to the step." 
(Nov. 27tl], 1524.) " We have been gratiiied, my dear Ge- 
rard Lampadarius, by the receipt of the letter and the cioth, 
whicli you have sent us with such candor of doul and benevo- 
lence of heart. . . . Catherine and myself use your lamps 
every night, and we reprove each other with having made you 
no present, and having nothing to send you to keep us in your 
recollection. I feel much shame at not having made you a 
present of paper even, though easy for me so to do. . . . Ere 
long I will sead you a bundle of books, at the least. I would 
have forwarded to you, by this same conveyance, a German 
Isaiah, which has just seen the light, but I have been stripped 
of every copy, so that I have not one left." (Oct. 14th, 1528.) 
To Martin GorUtx, who had made him a present of beer : — ■ 
" Your Ceres of Toi^au has been happily and gloriously con- 
sumed. It had been reserved for myself and for visitors, who 
were never weary of praising it above all they had ever 
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tasted. Like a truo boor, I have not yet sufficiently thanked 
your Emilia and you for it. I am so careless a housekeeper 
(oijcDifmiirujl that 1 had utterly forgotten it was in my cellar, 
until reminded by my servant of it. Remember me to all 
our brethren, and, above all, to your Emilia and her son, the 
graceful hind and the young fawn. May the Lord bless you, 
and make you multiply by thousands, both according to the 
spirit and the flesh." (January 15, 1529.) Luther writes to 
Amsdorff, that he is about to extend his hospitality to a young 
wife: — "If my "Catherine should be brought to bed at the 
same time, thou wouldst be the poorer for it. Gird thee, then, 
not with sword and cuirass, but with gold and silver and a 

?ood purse, for I will not let thee off without a present." 
March 29th, 1539.)— To Jonas :—"l had got to the tenth 
line of this letter when they came to tell me that my Kate had 
given me a girl : ' All glory and praise to our Father who is in 
heaven!' My little John is safe. Augustin's wife is doing 
well ; and, lastly, Margaret Mochinn has escaped death, con- 
trary to all expectation. By way of set-off, we have lost fivo 
pigs, . . ■ May the plague be satisSed with this contribution! 
I am, as heretofore, an apostle truly, ' as dying, and leliold, we 
Uve !' " Luther's wife was pregnant ; his son ill, cutting his 
teeth ; his two women-servants (Hannah and Mai^aret Mo- 
chine) had been attacked by the plague, which was raging at 
the lime at Wittemberg. He writes to Amsdorff: " My house 
is turned into a hospital." {Nov. 1st, 1527.) " The wife of. 
Georges, the chaplain, is dead of a miscarriage and the 
plague. . . , Every one is seized with terror. I have taken 
the curate and his family into my house." (Nov. 4tb, i5S7.) 
" Your little John does not salute you, for he is ill, but bega 
your prayers, lie has not touched food for these twelve days. 
It is marvellous to see how the child would fain be gay and 
cheerful as usual, but is too weak for the effort. The chi- 
rurgeon opened Margaret Mocbinn'a abscess yesterday, and 
she is beginning to recover. I have given her our winter 
apartment; we occupy the large front parlor ; Hanschenisin 
my room, with the stove ; and Augustin's wife in hers. We 
are beginning to hope that the plague has run its course. 
Adieu. Embriice your daughter and her mother for us, and 
remember us in your prayers." (Nov. 10th, 1527.) 

" My poor son was dead, but has been resuBcitated. He 
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had not eaten for twelve days. The Lord has increased my 
family by a little girl. We are all well, save Luther him- 
self, who, sound in body and utterly isolated from the world, 
suffers inwardly from the attacks of the devil and his angels. 
I am writing for the second and last time against the Sacra- 
mentarians, and their vain words," &c. (December 31st, 
1527.) " My little daughter Elizabeth is dead. I am sur- 
prised how sick she has left me at hearf ; a woman's heart, 
so shaken I am. I could not have believed that a father's soul 
would have been ao fender towards his child." (August 5th, 
1538.) " I can teach you what it is to be a father, especially 
of one of that sex which has the power of awakening your soft- 
est emotions beyond the reach of sons (prisser&n seic&s gm 
uHrafUorum casum etiam liahtt misericorSiam valde moventem. )" 
(June 5th, 1530.) 

Towards the close of the year 1527, Luther himself was 
frequently seriously indisposed both in body and miad. Writ- 
ing to Melancthon, October 27th, he concludes his letter aa 
follows; — "I have aot yet read Erasmus's new work, and 
what should 1 read, I, a sick servant of J^us Christ's, I, who 
am scarcely alive ? What can I do ? What write ? Is it 
God's will thus to overwhelm me with all ocean's waves at 
once ? And it is they who ought to have compassion on mo 
who come to give me the final blow ailer so many sufferings ! 
May Grod enlighten them and their hearts ! Amen." Two 
of. Luther's intimate friends, doctors John Bugenhagen and 
Jonas, have left us the following account of a fainting fit with 
which Luther was seized about the end of 1527 ;— " On the 
Saturday of the Visitation of the Virgin Maiy (a.d. .1527), 
in the afternoon, doctor Luther complained of pains in the 
head and such inexpressibly violeat humming ia his ears, 
that he thought he must sink under it. In the course of the 
morning, he sent for doctor Bugenhagen to confess him ; when 
he spoke to him with affright of the temptations he had been 
going through, begged him to strengthen him, and to pray to 
God for him, and concluded by saying, ' Because I sometimes 
wear a gay and jovial air, many conclude that my path is on 
rosea ; and God knows how fer my heart is from any such 
feeiing. Often have I resolved, for the world's sake, to as. 
sume a more austere and hoHer demeanour (I do not explain 
myself well), but God has not favored my resolve.' lo the 
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afternoon of the same day he fell down senseless, lumed quite 
cold, and gave no sign ol' life. When recalled to himself by 
unceasing care, he began to pray with great fervor : — ' Thou 
knowest, my God!' he said, 'how cheerfully I would have 
poured out my blood for thy word, but thou hast willed it 
otherwise. Thy will be done ! No doubt I was unworthy of 
it. Death would be my happiness ; yet, O my God ! if it be 
thy -will, gladly would I slill live to spread tliyholy word, and 
comfort such of thy people as wax faint. Nevertheless, if 
my hour he come, thy will be done ! In thy hands are life 
and death. O my Lord Jesus Christ, I thank thee for thy 
grace in suffering me toKnowthy holy name. Thoultnowest 
that I' believe in thee, in the Father, and in the Holy Ghost; 
thou art my divine Mediator and Saviour. . . . Thou knowest, 

my Loi-d, that Salan has laid numerous snares for me, lo 
slay my body by tyrants and my soul by his fieiy arrows, his 
infernal temptations. Up to this time, thou hast marvellously 
protected mo against all his fury. Protect me still, O my 
steadfast Lord, if it be thy will.' 

" Then he turned to us both (Bugenhagen and Jonas), and 
said, ' The world is prone to lying, and there will be many 
who will say that I retracted before I died. I call on you, 
therefore, at .once to receive my profession of faith. I con- 
scientiously declare that I have taught the true word of God, 
even -as the Lord laid upon me and impelled me lo do. Yea ; 

1 declare that what I have preached upon faith, charity, the 
cross, the holy sacrament, and other articles of the Christian 
doctrine, is just, good, and conducive to salvation. I have 
been often accused of violence and harshness ; I acknowledge 
that I have sometimes been violent and harsh towards my 
enemies. Yet have I never sought to injure any one, still less 
the perdition of any soul. I had intended to write upon bap- 
tism, and against Zwingle ; but God, apparently, has willed 
the contrary.' Ho nest spoke of the sects that will arise to 
pervert God's word, and will not spare, he said, the ilock 
which the Lord has redeemed with his blood. He wept as he 
spoke of these things. ' As yet,' he said, ' God has suffered 
me to join you in the struggle against these spirits of disorder, 
and I would gladly continue so to do ; alone, you will he too 

'weak against them all. However, the thought of Jesus Christ 
re-assures me ; for he is stronger than Satan and all his arms ; 
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he is the Lord of Satan.' Some short time afier, when the 
vital heat had been a little revived hy frictions, and the appli- 
cation of liot pillows, he asked his wife, ' Where is my little 
heart, my well-beloved little John?' When the child was 
hrought, he smiled at his father, who began saying, with tears 
in iiis eyes, ' Poor dear little one, I commend you to God, you 
and your good mother, my dear Catherine. You are penni- 
less, but God will take cai-e of you. He is the father of or- 
phans and widows. Preserve them, O my God ; inform them, 
eveo as thou hast preserved and informed me up to this day.' 
He then spoke to his wife about some silver goblets, ' Thou 
knowest,' he added, 'they are all we have left.' He fell into 
a deep sleep, which recruited his strength; and on the next 
day, he was considerably better. He then said to doctor 
Jonas, ' Never shall I forget yesterday. The Lord takes man 
into hell, and draws him out of it. The tempest which beat 
yesterday morning on my soul, was much more terrible than 
that which my body underwent towards evening. God kills, 
and brings lo life. He is the master of life and death.' " 

"For nearly three montlis, I have been gi-owing weaker, 
not in body, but in mind ; to such a degree, tiat 1 can scarcely 
write tliese few lines. This is Satan's doing." (October Sth, 
1527.) "I want to reply to the Sacramentarians, but shall 
be able to do nothing except my soul be fortified," {Nov. 
1st, 1527.) "I have not yet read Erasmus, or the Sacra- 
mentarians, with the exception of some three sheets of Zwin. 
gle. It is well done of them to trample me so mercilessly under 
foot, so that I may say with Jesus Christ, ' He perseeuletk the 
poor and medy man, tluUJie might even slai/tTiehroienin heart.' 
I alone bear the weight of God's wrath, because I have sinned 
towards him. The pope and Ctesar, the princes, the bishops, 
the whole world, hates and' assails, but yet 'tis not enough 
without my very brother eome to torment me. My sins, 
death, Satan and his angels, rage incessantly against me. 
And who would keep or comfort me if Christ were to desert 
the ; for whose sake I have incurred their hate ? But he will 
not desert the wretched sinner when the end cometli ; for 1 
think I shall be the last of all men. Oh ! would to God that 
Erasmus and the Sacramentarians were to undergo for a quar- 
ter of an hour only the misery of my heart !'' (Nov. 10th, 1527.) 
" Satan tries me with marvellous temptations, but I am not 
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prince ol tins world." (August 21st, 1527.) " When I wish 
to write, my head is fdled as it were with tinlcliags, thunders, 
and if I did not stop at once, I should faint outright. I 
have now been three days, unable even to look at a letter. 
My head is wearing into a small chapter ; and if this goes 
on, it will sooa be no more than a paragraph, a period (caput 
tneum factum est capitulum, perget wrdfetque paragrcepliiis tan- 
dem periodus). The day I received your letter from Nurem- 
berg, Satan visited me. I was alone. Vitus and Cyriacus 
hod left me. This time he was the stronger. He drove me 
out of my bed, and forced me to go and seek the face of men." 
(May 13, 1530.) "Although well in bodily health, I am 
ever ill with Satan's persecutions; which limder me from 
writing or doing anything. The last day, I fully believe, ia 
not far from us. Farewell, cease not to pray for poor Lu- 
ther." (Feb. 30th, 1529.) " One may overcome the tempts- 
tious of the flesh, but how hard is it to struggle against the 
temptatioa of blasphemy and despair ! We neither compre- 
hend the sin, nor jinow the remedy." After a week of con- 
stant sulFeriag, he wrote: "Having all but lost my Christ, I 
was beaten by the waves and tempests of despair and blas- 
phemy." (Aug. 2d, 1527.) - 
Luther, far from receiving support and comfort from his 
friends, whilst undergoing these internal troubles, saw some 
lukewarm and timidly sceptical, others fairly embarked in the 
path of mysticism which he ha^ himself opened up for them, 
and wandering further from him daily. The first to declare 
himself was Agricola, the leader of the Antinomians. We 
shall hereafter see how Luther's last days were embittered by 
hia controversy with so dear a friend. " Some one has been 
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telling me a tale of you, my dear Agricoia, and with sueh 
urgency that I promised liim to write and malie inquiry of 
you. The tale is, that you are beginning to advance the doc- 
trine of faith without works, and that yoa profess yourself 
ready to raaintain this novelty against all and sundry, with a 
grand magazine of Greek words and rhetorical artifices. . . . 
I warn you to be on your guard against the snares of Satan. 
. . . Never did event come more unexpectedly upon me than 
the fall of tEcolampadius and of Regius, And what have I 
not now to fear for those who have been my intimate friends ! 
It is not surprising that I should tremble for you also, whom I 
would not see separated in opinion from mc for aught that the 
world can bestow." (Sept, 11th, 1526.) "Wherefore should 
I be provoked with tho papists 1 They malte open war upon 
me. Wo are declai-ed enemies. But they who do me most 
evil are my dearest children, _/raie7"CMiS mei, awei amicuU mei,- 
they who, if Luther had not written, would know nothing of 
Christ and the Gospel, and would never have thrown of! the 
papal yoke ; at least, who, if they had had the power, would 
have lacked the courage, I thought that I had by this time 
suffered and exhausted every calamity ; but, my Absalom, tho 
child of my heart, had not yet deserted his father, had not yet 
covered David with shame. My Judas, the terror of the dis- 
ciples of Christ, the traitor who delivered up his master, had 
not yet sold me : and now all this has beftillen me, 

" A clandestine, but most dangerous persecution is now 
going on against us. Our ministry is despised. We our- 
selves are hated, persecuted, and suffered to die of hunger. 
See what is now the fate of God's word. When offered to 
those who stand in need of it, they will not receive it. . , 
Christ would not have been crucified, had he left Jerusalem. 
But the prophet will not die out of Jei-usalem, and- yet it is 
only in his own country that the prophet is without honor. It 
is the same with us. . . . It will soon come to pass that the 
great of this duchy will have emptied it of ministers of the 
word ; who will bo driven from it by hunger, not to mention 
other wrongs." (Oct. 18th, 1531.) 

" There is nothing certain with regard to the apparitions 
about which so much noise has been made in Bohemia: many 
deny the fact. But as to the gulfs which opened here, before 
my own eyes, t!ie Sunday after Epiphany, at eight o'clock in 
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Ihe evening, it is a certainty, and has been nofioed "in many 
places as far as the sea-coast. Moreover, in December, doc- 
tor Hess writes me word, the heavens were seen in flames 
above the church of Breslaw ; and another day, he adds, two 
beams were in flames, and a lower of fire between. These 
signs, if 1 mistake not, announce the last day. The empire 
is falling, kings are falling, priests are falling, and the whole 
world totters ; just as small fissures announce the approaching 
fall of a large house. Nor will it be long before this happen, 
unless the Turk, as Ezeidei proyhesies of Gog and Magog, 
lose himself in his victoiy and his pride, with the pope, his 
ally," (March 7, 1529.) " Grace and peace in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, The world hastens to its end, and I often think 
that the day of judgment may well overtake me before I have 
fini.shed my translation of the Holy Scriptures, All temporal 
things predicted there are being fulfilled. The Roman empire 
inclines to its ruin, the Turk has reached the height of his 
power, the splendor of the papacy aulTers eclipse, the world is 
cracking in every comer, as if about to crumble to pieces. 
The empire, I grant, has recovered a little under our emperor 
■ Charles, but 't is, perhaps, for the last time ; may it not be like 
the light which, the moment before it goes out for ever, emits 
a livelier flash. . . .TheTurkisabouttofalluponua. Mark 
me ; he is a reformer sent in God's wrath." (March 15th,) 
" There is a man with me, just come from Venice, who 
asserts that the doge's son is at the court of the Turk : so that 
we have been only fighting against the latter until pope, Ve- 
netians, and French openly and impudently turn Turks. The 
same man states tliat thei-e were eight hundred Turks in the 
army of the Frenchmen at Pavia ; three hundred of whom, 
sick of the war, have returned safe and sound to their own 
country. As you have not mentioned these monstrosities to 
me, I conclude you to be ignorant of them ; but ihey have 
been told me both by letters and personal informants, with de- 
tails which do not allow r ^ to doubt of their truth. The hour 
of midnight approaches, when we snail hear the cry, " The 
hridegTOOJii comelh, go ye out to meet liim.' " (May 6th, 1529.) 
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A. D. 1529—1540. 



k. D. 1539—1532. 



Luther waa roused from his dejection, and lestored to active 
lifo, by the dangers which threatened the Reformation and 
Germany.^ When that scourge of God, whose coming he 
awaited with resignation, as the sign of the judgment, burst 
in reality on Germany, when the Turlts encamped before Vi- 
enna, Luther changed his mind, called on the people to take 
up arms, and published a hook against the Turks, which he 
dedicated to the landgrave of Hesse. On the 9th of October, 
152S, he wrote to this prince, explaining to him the motives 
which had induced him to compose it : — " I cannot," he says, 
" keep my peace. Tliere are, unfortunately, preachers among 
us who exhort the people to pay no attention to the invasion 
of the Turks ; and there are some extravagant enough to 
assert that Christians are forbidden to have recourse to tem- 
poral arms under any circumstances. Others, again, who 
regard the Germans as a nation of incorrigible brutes, go so 
far as to hope they may fall under tlie power of the Turlts. 
These mad and criminal notions are imputed to Luther aud 
the Gospel, just as, three years since, the revolt of the pea- 
sants was, and as, in fact, every ill which befalls the world 
invariably is ; so that I feel it incumbent on me to write upon 
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the subject, as well to confound calmnniatora, as to enllgliten 
innocent consciences on the course to be pursued against the 
Turks. . ." " We heard yesterday that, by God's miracu- 
lous grace, the Turk has left Vienna for Hungaiy, For, after 
having been repulsed in his twentieth assault, he sprang a 
mine, which opened a breach in three places, but nothing 
could induce his army to renew the attack. God had struck 
a panic into it, and hia soldiers preferred falling by the hands 
of their chiefs to advancing to another assault. Some believe 
that he has drawn off his forces through fear of bombarda and 
our future army ; others think otherwise. Giod manifestly has 
fought for IIS this year. The Turk has lost twenty-six thou- 
sand men ; three thousand of ours have fallen in sorties. I 
have written tliis news to you, in order that we may offer up 
thanks and prayer together ; for the Turk, now that he is our 
neighbor, will not leave us for ever in peace." (Oct. 27th, 
1529.) 

Germany ^vas saved, but German Protestantism was only 
the more endangered. The. exasperation of the two parties 
liad been brought to a climax, by a circumstance which oc- 
curred prior to Solyman's invasion. To believe Luther's 
iioman Catholic biographer, Cochlseus, whom we have before 
quoted, dulce George's chancellor, Otto Pack, feigned that the 
Roman Catholic princes had formed a league against the elec- 
tor of Saxony and the landgrave of Hesse, and showed forged 
documents with the duke's seal to them, to the landgrave ; 
who, believing himself to be menaced, levied an army, and 
antered into close alliance with the elector. The Catliolics, 
and, above all, duke George, vehemently repelled the charge 
of having ever thought of menacing the religious independence 
of the Lutheran princes, and disavowed the chancellor, who, 
perhaps, had only been guilty of divulging the secret designs 
of his master. "Doctor Pack, in my opinion a voluntary 
prisoner of the landgrave's, has hitherto borae the blame of 
having got up this dliance of the princes. He asserts that 
he can rebut the charge, and clear himself with honor ; and 
may God grant this plot to rebound on the head of the clown 
whom I believe to be its author, on that of our grand adver- 
sary ; you know whom I mean, duke George of Saxony." 
(July 14th, 1528.) " You Et:e tlie troubles this league of 
wjcked princes, which they deny however, has stirred up 
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For my part, I look upon duke George's cold exctise as a con- 
fession. God will confound this mad-headed fool ; tliis Moab, 
who exalts hia pride above Ms atrengtii. We will lift up our 
voice in prayer against tliese homicides ; enough indulgence 
has been shown. And, if they are etill pbttiag, we will iirst 
invoke God, then summon the princes to destroy tliem without 
pity." 

Although all the princes had declared the documents to be 
forgeries, the bisJiops of Mentz, Bamberg, &c., were called 
upon to pay a hundred thousand crowns of gold, by way of 
indemnity for the armaments which the Lutheran princes had 
prepared ; and who, indeed, asked no better than to begin war. 
They had computed, and they felt their strength. The grand- 
master of the Teutonic oi-der had secularised Prussia; and 
the dukes of Mecklenburg and of Brunswick, encouraged by 
this great event, had invited Lutheran preachers, (a. d. 1525.) 
The Reformation prevailed over the north of Germany. In 
Switzerland, and on the Rhine, tlie Zwinglians, who increased 
daily in numbers, were seeking to identify themselves with 
Luther. Finally, on the south and the cast, the Turks, masters 
of Buda and of Hungary, constantly menaced Austria, and 
held the emperor in check. In default of the latter, duke 
George of Saxony, and the powerful bishops of the north, had 
constituted themselves the opponents of the Reformation. A 
violent controversial war had long been going on between this 
prince and Luther. The duke wrote to the latter ; — " Thou 
fewest our having to do with hypocrites ; the present letter 
will show thee how far this is the case, in which, if thou iind. 
eat us dissemble, thou mayest speak as ill of us as thou likest ; 
if not, thou must look for hypocrites there, where thou art 
called a prophet, a Daniel, the apostle of Germany, the evan. 
gelist. . . . Thou imaginest, perchance, that thou art sent of 
trod to us, like those prophets whom God commissioned to 
convert princes and the powerful. Moses was sent to Pha- 
i-aoh ; Samuel to Saul ; Nathan to David ; Isaiah to Heze- 
kiah ; St. John the Baptist to Herod, as we well know. But, 
amongst all these prophets, we do not find a single apostate. 
They were consistent in doctrine, sincere and pious men, free 
from pride and avarice, and friends of chastity. . . . We reck 
little of thy prayers, or of those of thy associates. We know 
that God hates the assembly of thy apostates. . . . God pun- 
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ished Mtmaer for hia pervers y 1 u He m y well 

visit Luther likewise ; nor shall e f b , too, 

his unworthy instrument. . . No Lu 1 e a he re urn thy. 
self, and be no longer led astraj by the spint which seduced 
the apostate Sergius. The Christian cimrch closes not her 
bosom against the repentant sinner, . . . If it be pride which 
has lost thee, consider that haughty Ma.nichean, St. Augustin, 
thy master, whose rule thou hast sworn to observe : return, 
like him ; return to thy fidelity and thy oaths ; he, like him, 
a light to Christendom, . . . Such are our counsels to thoo for 
the new year. Conform lo them, thou wilt be eternally re- 
warded by God, and we will do our utmost to obtain thy par- 
don from the emperor." (Dec, 38th, 1535.) 

Luther's Protest against duke George, who had intercepted 
one of his letters, 1529: — "As to the fine names duke George 
showers on me — wretch, criminal, perjurer, I cannot but 
thank him. They are the emeralds, rubies, and diamonds, 
with which I ought to be adorned by princes in return for the 
honor and power which temporal authority receives from the 
restoration of tho Gospel. . . . Would not one say that dulte 
George knows no superior ? ' I, squire of squires,' he says, 
' am alone master and prince, am above all the princes in 
Germany, am above the empire, its laws and customs, I am 
the one to be feared, the one to be obeyed ; my will is law, 
despite what all others may think, or say.' Where, friends, 
will the pride of this Moab stop ? There ia only now left for 
him to scale heaven, to spy and punish letters and thoughts 
even in the sanctuary of God himself. See our little prince ; 
and withal, he will be glorified, respected, adored ! Mighty 
well, gramercy." 

In 1539, the year of the trea y f C nb a and of the siege 
of Vienna by Solyman, tho en p con n d a diet at Spire 
(Itfarch 15th), where it was se led I a 1 sta os of the em- 
pire were to continue to obey he dec e launched against 
Luther in 1534, and that every nnova o as to remain in. 
terdicted until the convocation of a ^ene al ouncil. It was 
on this that the party of the Refo na on b oke out, Tho 
elector of Saxony, the margrave of B audenburg, the land- 
grave of Hesse, die dukes of Lunebu g he p nee of Anhalt, 
and, in conjunction with them, he d p es of fourteen impe- 
rial cities, published a solemn protest against the decree of the 
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diet, declaring it to be impious and unjust ; and fron tliis they 
kept the name of Protestants. 

The landgrave of Hesse, feeling the necessity of combining 
all the dissideot sects so as to form a party which might be 
formidable to the Catholics of Germany, endeavored to bring 
about a reconciliation between Luther and the Sacramenta- 
rians ; but Luther foresaw the inutility of the attempt : — " The 
landgrave of Hesse baa summoned us to attend at Marburg on 
St. Michael's day, in the view of reconciling us and the 
.Sacramentarians. ... I augur no good from it ; it is all a 
snare ; and the victory, I fear, will be theirs, as in the age 
of Arius. Meetings of the kind are ever more injurious than 
useful. . . . This young man of Hesse is restless and full of 
ebullient ideas. The Lord has saved ua these two last years 
from two great conflagrations which would have set all Ger- 
many on fire." (August 2d, 1529.) " We have been most 
sumptuously entertained by the landgrave. CEcoIampadius, 
ZwiBgle, Bucer, &c., were there ; and all entreated for peace 
with extraordinary humility. The conference lasted two 
days, I opposed CEcoIampadius and Zwinglo with the text, 
' TMs is my body,' and reftited their objections. In short, 
they are ignorant persons, incapable of sustaining a discussion." 
(October 13th.) " I am delighted, my dear Amsdorff) that 
you are delighted with our synod of Marburg. The thing is 
apparently trifling ; but, in reality, of great importance.- The 
prayers of the pious have eonfouuded, paralyzed, humiliated 
them. The whole of Zwingle's argument is reducible to this, 
that there can be no body without place or dimension. CEco- 
Iampadius maintained that the Fathei-s called the bread a sign, 
and that therefore it was not very body. . . . They besought 
us to give them the name of brothers. Zwingle aslted it of 
the landgrave with tears. ' There is no spot on earth,' he 
said, ' where I would sooner pass my life than Wittemberg.' . 
. . . We only allowed them the name save as charity com- 
pels us to give it to our enemies. . . . They conducted them- 
selTCS in every way with incredible humility and candor ; in 
order, as is now clear to be seen, to beguile os into a ficti- 
tious agreement, so as to make us the partisans and pati ms of 
[ii_.. errors. . . . crafty Satan; but Christ, who has saved 
us; is abler than thou. I am .now no longer astonished at 
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their impudent lies, I see that they cannot act ofherwise, and 
glorify myself for their fall." (June 1st, 1530.) 

This theological war of Germany filled up the intervals of 
truce in the grand European war caiTied on by Charles tlie 
Fifth against Francis I. and against the Turks ; indeed, seldom 
slackened even in the most violent ciisis of Ihe latter. Ger- 
many, so ahsorbed at this moment in the consideration of 
religion as to be on the point of forgetting the impending ruin 
with which she was threatened by the most formidable enemies, 
presents an imposing spectacle. Whilst the Turks were over- 
leaping all the ancient barriei-s, and Solyman pushing on his 
Tartars beyond Vienna, Germany was disputing on transub- 
sfantiation and free-will, iund her most illustrious warriors sat 
in diets and interrogated doctors. Such was the phlegmatic 
intrepidity of the great nation ; such its confidence in its 
massive strength, Charles the Fifth and Ferdinand were so 
talren up with the Turkish and tJie French war, with the 
taking of Rome and defence of Vienna, tliat the Pi-otestanls 
were granted toleration until the nest council. But ia 1530, 
Charles, seeing Franco humbled, Italy subjected, and Solyman 
repulsed, undertook the grand trial of the Reformation. Both 
parties appeared at Augsburg. Luther's followers, designated 
by the general name of Protestants, .were anxious to distin- 
guish themselves from the other enemies of Rome whose 
excesses might injure their cause, from the republican Zwin- 
glians of Switzerland, who were odious to the princes and 
nobles, and especially from the Anabaptists, proscribed as 
enemies of order and society. Luther, still obnoxious to ihe 
sentence pronounced against him at Worms, by which he was 
declared a lieretio, could not be present. His place was filled 
by the mild and peaceful Melancthon, a gentle and timid 
being like Erasmus, whose friend he remained in despite of 
Luther, However, the elector brought him as near as possi- 
ble to Augsburg, lodging him in the fortress of Cobourg, where 
Luther could be in constant correspondence with the Protes- 
tant ministers, and whence he wrote to Melancthon on the 
22d of April : — " I have arrived at my Sinai, dear Philip, but 
will make it a Zion, and erect thereon three tabernacles, one 
to the Psalmist, one to the prophets, one to jEsop (whose fables 
fic was then translating). There is nothing wanting to render 
my solitude coiviple'e. I have a vast houso v hich commands 
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the castle and the keys of all the rooms. There are barely 
thirty persons in the fortress ; and twelve of these are watchers 
by night, and two others sentinels, always posted on thr 
towers." (April 22d.) 

2'o SpaJatm (May 9th) : — " You are going to Augsburg with, 
out having taken the auspices, and not knowing when tliey will 
allow you to begin. I, indeed, am already in the midst of the 
comilia, in the presence of magnanimous sovereigns, kings, 
dukes, princes, nobles, who confer gravely on affairs of state, and 
with indefatigable voice fill the air with their deci-ees and preach, 
iogs. They do not sit confined in tlie royal caves you call 
pdaces, but have the heavens for their tent, the verdure of the 
trees for their rich and variegated carpet, and the earth, to its 
remotest bounds, for their domain. They have a horror of 
the stupid luxury of gold and silk, and all wear the same 
colors and countenances ; they are all equally black ; all 
indulge in the same music; and this song of theirs, on a 
single note, is varied only by the agreeable dissonance of the 
younger voices blending with the older. I have never heard 
a word about their emperor ; and they have a sovereign con- 
tempt for that quadruped in which our knights delight, pos- 
sessing something Iietter with which they can laugh at the 
rage of cannons. As far as I can understand their decrees, 
they have unanimously determined upon making war the 
whole of this year on barley, wheat, and grain, and, in fact, on 
the choicest fruits and seeds. It is to be feared, too, that thoy 
will triumph in all directions, l>eing a race of skilful and 
craily warriors, equally skilled to seize their prey by force or 
by surprise, I, an idle spectator, have assisted with great 
satisfaction at their comitia. The hope I have conceived of 
the victories their courage will ensure them over the wheat 
and barley, or any other enemy, has made me the sincere 
friend of these paires patria, these saviors of the republic. 
And if I can aid them by vows, I ask of Heaven, that delivered 
from the odious name of crows, &c. All this is trifling ; but 
serious trifling, and necessary to chase the thoughts which 
oppress me, if chase them it can." (May 9th.) " The noble 
lorfi who form our comitia run, or rather sail, through the air. 
They sally forth early in the morning to war, armed with 
their invincible bfcaks, and while they pillage, ravage, and 
devour, I am freed for a time from their eternal songs of 
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victory. In the evening, they rotum in triumpli ; fatigue 
closes their eyes ; but their sleep is sweet and light, lilie a 
conqueror's. Same days since I made my way into their 
palace to view the pomp of their empire. The unfortunates 
were seized with terror, ima^ning that I came to destroy 
the results of their industry. When 1 saw that I alone made 
BO many Achilleses and Hectors tremble, I clapped my hands, 
threw my hat into the air, and thought myself sufficiently 
avenged to be able to laugh at them. All this is not mere 
trifling ; 'tis an allegory, a presage of what will come to pass. 
And, even thus, we shall .see all these harpies, who are now 
at Augsbui^ screeching and Romanising, trembling before 
God's word." (June J9th.) 

Melaocthon, transformed at Augsburg into a partisan 
leader, and forced to do battle daily with legates, princes, and 
emperor, was exceedingly discomposed with the active life 
with which he had been saddled, and often unbosomed his 
troubles to Luther, when all the comfort he got was rough 
rebuke : " You tell me of your labors, dangers, feai-s ; am I 
on roses ? Do not 1 share your burthen 1 Ah ! would to 
heaven my cause were such as to allow me to shed tears !'' 
(June 29th.) " May God reward the tyrant of Saltzburg, 
whoworlts thee so much ill, according to his works! He 
deserves another sort of answer from thee ; such as I would 
have made him, perchance ; such as has never struck his ear. 
They must, I fear, hear the saying of Julius Cffisar; ' Tltey 
would have it.' " ..." I write in vain, because, with thy 
philosophy, thou wishes! to set all these things right with thy 
reason, that is, to be unreasoning with reason. Go on ; con. 
tinue to kill thyself so, without seeing that neith^ thy hand 
nor thy muid can grasp this thing." {30th June, 1530.) 
" God has placed this cause in a certain spot, unknown to thy 
rhetoric and thy philosophy — that spot is faith ; there all 
things are inaccessible to the sight ; and whoever would ren- 
der them visible, apparent, and comprehensible, gets pains 
and tears as the price of his labor, as thou hast. God has 
said that his dwelling is in the clouds and thick darkness. 
Had Moses sought means of avoiding Pharaoh's army, Israel 
would, perhaps, still be in Egypt. ... If we have not'faith, 
why not seek consolation in the faith of others, for some must 
necessarily have it, though we have not 1 Or else, must wfl 
13" 
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say tliat Christ has abandoned ua before the fulfilment of time i 
If he be not with us, where is he in tliis world ? If we be not 
the church, or part of the church, where is the church 1 la 
Ferdinand the church, or the duke of Bavaria, or the pope or 
the Turk, or their fellows ? If we have not God's word, who 
has 1 These things are beyond thee, for Satan tornienta and 
weakens thee. That Christ may heal thee is my sincere and 
constant prayer!" (June S9th.) « I am in poor health. . . 
But I despise the angel of Satan, that is buffeting luy flesh. 
If 1 cannot read or write, I can at least think and pray, and 
even wrestle with the devil j and then sleep, id!e, play, sing. 
Fret not thyself ■awa;^. dear Philip, about a matter which is 
not m thy hand, but in that of One mightier than thou, and 
trom whom no one can snatch it." (July 3Ist.) 

Melancthon believes it possible to reconcile the two parties ; 
but Luther had early seen ils impracticability. At the com- 
mencement of the Reformation, he had often demanded public 
disputations, feeling bouod to fry every means before giving 
up the hope of preserving Christian unity ; but, towards the 
close of his life, in fact, from the holding of the diet of Augs- 
burg, he declared against all such word-combats, in which 
the conquered party will never own its defeat. " I am opposed 
to all attempts to bring the two doctrines inlo haimony, 
for the thing is impossible, except the pope consent to 
abolish the papacy. It is enough for us to have rendered an 
account of our belief, and asked for peace. Why hope to 
convert them to the truth J" (August 26th.) To Smlalin 
(August 26fh.) "I hear you have undeMaken a manelloua 
task, to reconcile Luther and the pope. ... If you aceom- 
plish it, I promise you to reconcile Christ and Belial." In a 
letter of the 21st of July, to Melancthon, he writes: "You 
Will see how true a prophet I am in reiterating the impossi- 
bilily of reconciling the two doctrines, and that it is enough 
for us to obtain the preservation of the public peace." His 
prophecies were unheeded ; conferences were held : and the 
Protestants were asked for a confession of faith; Melanc 
thon drew it up taking Luther's opinion o fl e most impor. 
tantpo ts ToMelanctlum 1 1 avo rec ved your apology, 
and am astonished it your asl ng vhat e a e to cede to the 
pap sts If the pr noe 1 ed I e n any danger, that is 
anot! er que t on But as f r I r ] more con. 
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made in this apology than aro becoming, if they 
reject them, I do not see how I can go further, except .their 
arguments strike me with much more force on reflection than 
now, I pass my days and aights pondering, interpreting, 
analysing, searching the Scriptures, and am only daily more 
confiiTtied in my doctrine. Our adversaries do not yield us a 
hair, and yet require us to yield them the canon, masses, com- 
munion in one kind, their customary jurisdiction, and, still 
more, to acknowledge that they are justified in the whole of 
their conduct to us, and that we have accused them wrong- 
fully ; in other words, they require us to justify them, and 
condemn ourselves out of our own lips, which would be not 
simply to retract, but to be trebly accursed by our own selves. 
... I do not like your supporting yourselves in such a cause 
by my opinions, I will neither be nor seem your chief. . . . 
If it be not your own cause, I will not have it called mine, and 
of my imposing. If I be its sole suppoitcr, I will be ite sole 
defender." (September 20th.) Two days previously he had 
written to him, " If I hear you are getting on badly, I shall 
hardly be able to refrain from facing this formidable row of 
Satan's teeth." And shortly after, " I would fain be the 
victim to be sacrificed by this last council, aa John Husa woa 
at Constance thatof the lastdayof the papal fortunes." {July 
21st.) 

The Protestant profession of faith was presented to the diet, 
" and read by order of CEesar before all the princes and states 
of the empire. 'Tis esceeding happiness for me to have lived 
to see Christ preached by his confessors before such an assem. 
bly, and in so fine a confession." (July 6th.) This cotifession 
was signed by five electors, thirty eoolesiastical princes, 
twenty-three secular princes, twenty-two abbots, thirty-two 
counts and barons, and thirty-nine free and imperial cities. 
" The prince elector of Saxony, the margrave George of Bran- 
denburg, John Frederick the younger, landgrave of Hesse, 
Ernest and Francis, dukes of Luneburg, prince WoI%ang of 
Anhalt, the cities of Nuremberg and of Eeutlingen have signed 
the confession. . , . Many bishops incline to peace, without 
caring about the sophisms of Eck and Faber. The archbishop 
of Mentz wishes for peace, as does duke Henry of Brunswick, 
who invited Melancthon familiarly to dinner, and assured 
wm that he could not deny the rea -^inableness of the articleH 
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touching communion in both kinds, the marriage of priests, 
and the inutility of making distinctions as to matters of food. 
All our people confiiss that no one has shown himself more 
conciliatory in all the conferences than the emperor, who re- 
ceived our prince not only with kindness, but with respect." 
(July 6th.) The bishop of Augsburg, and even Charles V.'s 
confessor were favorably disposed to the Lutherans ; and the 
Spaniard told Mclancthon that he was surprised at Luther's 
view of feith being disputed in Germany, and that he had 
always eatertained the same opinion. But whatever Luther 
may say of Charles V.'s graciousness, he closed the discussions 
by calling on the reformers to renounce their errors under pain 
of being put under the ban of the empire, seemed even inclined 
to use violence, and at one time closed the gates of Augsburg 
for a moment. " If the emperor chooses to publish an edict, 
let hira ; he published one after Worms. Let us listen to the 
emperor inasmuch as he is emperor, nothing more. What is 
that clown (he alludes to duke George) to us, who wishes to 
be thought emperor V {July 15th.) " Our cause can defend 
itself better from violence and threats than from the Satanic 
wiles which I dread, especially at the present moment. . . . 
Let them restore us Leonard Keiser, and the many whom they 
have unjustly put to death ; let them restore us the innumera- 
ble souls lost by their impious doctrine; let them restore all 
(he wealth which they have accumulated with their deceitful 
indulgences and frauds of every kind ; let them restore to God 
his glory violated by such innumerable blasphemies ; let them 
restore, in person and in manners, that ecclesiastical purity 
which they have so shamefully sullied. What then ? Then 
we, too, shall be able to speak de Fossessano." {July 13th.) 
" The emperor intends simply to order all things to be re. 
stored to their pristine state, and the reign of the pope to re- 
commence ; which, I much fear, will excite great troubles, to 
tbe ruin of priests and clerks. The most powerful cities, aa 
Nuremberg, Ulm, Augsburg, Frankibrt, Strasburg, and twelve 
others, openly j'eject the imperial decree, and make common 
cause with our princes.. You have heard of the inundations 
at Rome, and in Flanders and Brabant; signs sent of God, 
but not understood by the wicked. You are aware, too, of the 
vision of the monks of Spire. Erentius writes me word, that 
a numerous army has been seen in the air at Baden, and, on 
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its flanit, a soldier, triutiipliaiitly i randishing a lance, and who 

?assed by the adjoining mountain, and over the Rhine," 
Dec. 5th.) Hardly wiis the diet dissolved before the Protes- 
tant piincea assembled at Smalkalds, and concluded a defen- 
sive league, by which they agreed to form themselves ioto one 
body. (Dec. iilst.) They entered a protest against the elec- 
tion of Ferdinand to the title of king of the Romans ; prepared 
for war, fixed the contingents, and addressed the kings of 
France, England, and Denmark. Luther was accused of 
having instigated the Protestants to assume this hostile attitude. 
" I have not advised resistance to the emperor, as has been 
reported. My opinion, as a theologian, is, if the jurists can 
show by their laws that resistance is allowable, I would leave 
them to follow their laws. If the emperor have ruled in his 
laws, that in such a case he may be resisted, let him aulTer by 
the law of his own making. The prince is a political pereon- 
age ; in acting as prince, he does not act as Christian ; for 
the Christian is neither prince, nor man, nor woman, nor any 
one of this world. If then it be lawful for the prince, as prince, 
to resist Csesar, let him do as his judgment and his conscience 
dictate. To the Christian, nothing of the kind is lawful ; he 
is dead to the world." (Jan. 15th, 1531.) This year, (1581), 
Luther wrote an answer to a small work anonymously printed 
at Dresden, which accused the Protestants of secretly arming 
themselves, and wishing to surprise the Catholics, who were 
thinking solely of peace and concord. " No one is to know 
the author of this work. Well, I will remain in ignorance 
too, I will have a coJd for once, and not smell the awkward 
pedant. However, I will try my hand and strike boidly on 
the sack ; if the blows fall on the ass that carries it, it will 
not be my fault; they were intended of course for the sack. 
Whether the charge against the Lutherans be true or not, is 
no concern of mine. I did not advise them to such a course ; 
but, since the papists announce their belief in it, I can only 
rejoice in their illusions and alarms, and would willingly in- 
crease them if I could, were it only to kill them with fears. 
If Cain kills Abel, and Annas and Caiaphas pei-secute Jesus, 
'tis just that they should be punished for it. Let them live in 
transports of alarm, tremble at the sound of a leaf, see in 
every quarter the phantom of insurrection and death ; nothing 
juster. Is it not true, impostors, that when <: -'■ --^--- 
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of faith was presented at Augsburg, a papist said, ' Here they 
give us a book written with ink ; would they had to record 
their answer in blood t la it not true that the elector of Bran- 
denburg, and duke George of Saxony, have promised the em- 
peror a supply of five thousand horses against the Lutherans ? 
Is it not true, that numbers of priests and lords have betted 
that it would be all over with the Lutherans before St. 
IHichaeJ'a day ? Is it not true, that the elector of Branden- 
bui^ has publicly declared, that the emperor and all the em- 
pire would devote body and goods to this end ? Do you think 
your edict is not known ? that we are unaware that by that 
edict all the swords of the empire are unsheathed and 
sharpened, all its cavalry in saddle, to fall upon the elector 
of Saxony and his party, io order to put all to fire and sword, 
and spread far and wide tears and desolation ? Look at your 
edict; look at your murderous designs, sealed with your own 
seal and arms, and then dare accuse the Lutherans of troubling 
the general harmony ? O impudence, boundless hypocrisy ! 
. . . But I understand you. You would have us neglect to 
prepare for the war with which you have been so long threat- 
ening us, so that we may be slaughtered unresistingly, like 
sheep by the butcher. Your servant, my good friends, I, a 
preacherof the word, ought to endure all this, and all, to whom 
this grace is given, ought equally to endure it. But that all 
the rest will, I cannot answer for to the tyrants. Were I 
publicly to recommend our party so to do, the tyrants would 
take advantage of this, and I will not spare them the fear they 
entertain of our resistance. Do Ihey wisb to win their spurs 
by massaoreing us ? Let them win them with risk, as it be- 
comes brave knights. Cut-throats by trade, let them expect 
at least to be received like out-throats. 

. . . " I care not about being accused of violence ; it shall 
be my glory and honor henceforward to have it said how I 
rage and storm gainst the papists. For more than ten years 
I have been humiliating myself, and speaMng them fairly. 
To what end 1 Only to exasperate the evil. Those clowns 
are but the haughtier for it. Well ! since they are incorrigible, 
since there is no longer any hope of shaking their infemai 
resolutions by kindness, I break with them, and will leave 
them no rest from my curses until I sink into the grave. They 
shall never more have a good word from me j 1 would have 
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them buried to the sound of my thunders and iightninga. I 
can no longer pray without cursing. If I say, ' Hallowed be 
Ihy name,'! feel myself constrained to add, ' Accursed be the 
Bame of papists, and of all who blaspheme thee !' If I say, 
' Thy kingdom come,' I add, ' Cursed be the popedom, and all 
kingdoms opposed to thine.' If I say, ' Thy will be done,' I 
follow with, ' Cursed amd disappointed be the schemes of the 
papists, and of all who fight against thee!' . . . Such are my 
ardent prayers daily -ind tl e of all the truly faithful m 
Christ. ... Yet d I ke p w da all the world a kind and 
loving heart, and y g at s en mies themselves know i% 
well. Often in the n gh wh nable to sleep, I ponder m 
my bed, painfully and a ix ou ly 1 ow the papists may yet be 
won to repent, befoie a fea ful judg nent overtakes them. Bui 
it seems that it must n t b Tl y scorn repentance, and ask 
r r our blood with loud cries. The bishop of Saltzburg said 
Mis e Philip, at the diet of Augsburg : ' Wherefore so long 
1 puu 2 We are well aware that you are in the right?' 
and ano 1 er day : ' You will not yield, nor will we, so one 
I a y must esterminate the otlier; you are the little, we the 
at o Q ; we shall see which will gain the day.' Never 
could I have thought to hear of such words being spoken." 



AD 1334— 1530. 
Tlio Anabaplisfa of Miinsl-.r 

Whilst the two great leagues of the pnnces arc in presence, 
and seem to defy each other, a third starts up between them 
to their common dismay ;— the people, again, ea m the war 
of the peasants, but an organized people, in possession of a 
wealthy city. The jacquerie of the north, more systematic 
that, that of tlie south, pioduces the ideal of the German de. 
mocracy of the sixteenth century— a biblical royalty, a popular 
David, a handicraft Me&>>iali. The mystic German compani- 
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onsbip entlironises a tailor. His attempt was daring', not ab- 
surd. Aiiabaptism was in the ascendant, not in Munster only, 
but had spread into Westphalia, Brabant, Guelders, Holland, 
Frisia, and the whole littoral of the Baltic, as far as Livonia. 
The Anabaptists formalised the curse imprecated , by the con- 
quered peasants on Luther. They detested him as the friend 
of the nobles, the prop of civil authority, the remora. of the 
Reformation. " There are four prophets— two true, two false ; 
the true are David and John of Leyden, the false, the pope 
and Luther ; but Luther is worse than the pope." 

" How the Gospel first arose at Munster, and how it ended 
lAere after the deslrucHon of the Anabaptists. A veritable his- 
tory, and well woriky of being read and handed .down (for the 
spirit of the AnalapUsts of Munster still Uveth) ; narrated hy 
Henricus Dorpius of that cily." We shall confine ourselves 
to a summary of this prolix aarrative : — 

Rothmann {a Lutheran or Zwinglian) first preached the 
Reformation at Munster in 1532, with such success that the 
bishop, at the landgrave of Hesse's intercession, allowed the 
Gospellers the use of six of his churches. Shortly afterwards 
a journeyman tailor {John of Leyden) introduced the doctrine 
of the Anabaptists into several families. He was aided in his 
labors by Hei'maon Stapraeda, an A.nabaptist preacher of 
Mcersa ; and their secret meetings soon became so numerous 
that Catholics and Reformers equally took the alarm, and ex- 
pelled the Anabaptists from the city. But they boldly returned, 
intimidated the council, and compelled it to fix a day for a 
public discussion in the town-hall, on the baptism of children ; 
and Kothmann, himself became their convertite, and one of 
their leaders. . . . One day, one of their preachers runs through 
the streets, exclaiming, " Repent, repent ; reibrm and be 
baptized, or suffer God*s vengeance !" Whether through fear 
or religious zeal, many who heard him hurried to be baptized ; 
and on this the Anabaptists throng the market-place, crying 
out, " Down with the pagans who will not be baptized." They 
seize the cannon and ammunition, take possession of the town- 
hall, and maltreat all Catholics and Lutherans they fall in 
with. The latter, in their turn, coalesce, and attaclt tlie Ana- 
baptists. Afler various indecisive struggles, it was agreed that 
each party should be free to profess its own heliefl but the 
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3 broke the treaty, and secretly suminoned their 
brethren in the adjoining cities to Munster . — " Leave all you 
have," they wrote, " houses, wives, children ; leave all, and 
join ua; your losses shall he made up to you tenfold. . . ." 
When tiie richer citizens saw the city crowded with strangers, 
they quitted it as they could (in Lent, 1534), Emboldened 
by their departure and the reinforcements they were receiv- 
ing, the Anabaptists soon replaced the town council, which 
was Lutheran, with men of their own party. They next took 
to plundering the churches and convents, and scoured the city, 
armed with halberts, arquebussea, and clubs, exclaiming, " Re- 
pent, repent !" a cry which soon became, " Quit the city, ye 
wicked ! quit it, or be sacrificed !" and they pitilessly drove 
forth all who were not of their own sect, sparing neither aged 
men nor pregnant women. Many of these poor fugitives fell 
into the bishop's hands, who was preparing to lay siege to the 
city, and who, regardless of the fact that they were not Ana- 
baptists, threw some into prison, and executed others. 

The Anabaptists being now masters of, the city, their chief 
prophet, John Matthiescn, ordered all to bring their goods into 
one common stock, without any reservation under pain of death. 
The terrified people obeyed ; and the property of those they had 
expelled the city was also appropriated. The prophet nest pro- 
claimed it to be the will of the Father, that all books should be 
burnt save the Old and New Testament ; and twenty thousand 
florins' worth of books were accordingly burnt in the square be- 
fore the cathedral. The same prophet shoots a farrier dead, who 
has maligned the prophets; and, soon afterwards, runs through 
the streets, a balbert in his hand, crying out that the Father had 
ordered him to repulse the enemy. Hardly had he passed the 

files before he was killed. He was succeeded by John of 
leyden, who married hia widow, and who reanimated the 
people, dispirited by the death of his predecessor. The bishop 
ordered the assault to be delivered on Pentecost, hut was re- 
pulsed with great loss. John of Leyden named twelve of the 
faithful (among whom were three nobles) to be ancients in 
Israel. . . . He also announced new revelations from God 
concerning marriage; and the preachers, conviticel by his 
arguments, preached, for three days successively a plurality 
of wives. Many of the townsmen declared against the new 
doctrine, and even flung the preachers and one of the prophets 
14 
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into prison ; but were soon obliged to release them, witli a loss 
of forty-nine on their part. 

On St. John's day, 1534, a new prophet, a goldsmith of Wa- 
rendorff, assembled the people, and announced that it had been 
revealed to him that John of Leyden was to rule over the 
whole earth, and sit on the throne of David, until such time 

as G-od the Father should come and claim if The 

'.welve ancients were deposed, and John of Leyden proclaimed 

The more wives the Anabaptists fooli, the more the spirit of 
libortmism spread, and they committed fearful excesses on 
young girls of ten, twelve, and fourteen. These violences, 
and the distress consequent on the siege, alienated part of the 
inhabitants ; tmd many suspected John of Leyden of imposi- 
tion, and thought of giving him up to the bishop. The king 
redoubled his vigilance, and nominated twelve bisliops to mam- 
tain bis authority in the town (Twelfth-day, 1534), promising ' 
tbera the thrones of all the princes of the earth, and distn- 
buting beforehand among them, electorates and principalities, 
exempting from this proscription "the noble landgrave of - 
He^e aloiip, whom he hopes to have to call a brother in the 
taith. ... He named Easter-day as the time the town would 
be delivered. ... One of the queens, having observed that 
she could not think it to be God's will that the people should 
be left to die of raiseiy and hmager, the king led her to the 
market-place, made her kneel down in the midst of bis other 
wives m the same posture, and struck ofTher head, whilst they 
sang, " Ghry foGodmUte highest," and all the people danced 
around. Yet they were left with nothing to eat but bread and 
salt ; and, towards the close of the siege, regularly distr'b t d 
the flesli of the dead, with the exception of such a hid d d 
of contagious diseases. On St. John's day, 1535 a des t 
informed the bishop how he might attack the city ( th ad an 
tags ; and it was taken the self-same day, after a b t nat 
resistance and a general massacre of the Anabapt ts The 
king, with his vicar and his lieutenant, was borne ffpn n 
between two horaes, a double cham round his necl a d h 

head and his feet bare The bishop questioned h m st nly 

on the horrible calamity of which he bad been the c se wh n 
he replied,—" Francis of Waldeck (the bishop's n n ) f I 
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had had my way, they should have all died of hunger before 
I would have surrendered the city." 

Many other interesting details are given in a document, in- 
serted inthesecond volume of Luther's German works (Witt's 
edition), under the following title : News of the Anaba^iisls 
of Mmsfer. 

"... A week after the repulse of the first assault, the 
kmg began his reign by forming a complete court, appointing 
masters of ceremonies, and all the other offices usual in the 
courts of secular princes ; and he chose a queen out of his 
wives, who has her court likewise. She is a handsome Dutch 
woman, of noble birth, who was the wife of a prophet recently 
kUIed, and who left her in the family way. The king has 
one-and-thirty horses covered with housings of cloth of gold, 
and has had costly robes made for himself, adorned with the 
gold and silver ornaments taken from the churches. His 
squire is similarly arrayed ; and he wears, hesides, golden 
rings, as do the queen and, her virgins. When the king pa- 
rades tbe city in state, on horseback, he is accompanied by 
pages; one, on his right hand, bearing the crown and the 
Bible ; another, a naked sword. One of them js the bishop 
of Munster's son, who is a prisoner, and who is the king's valet. 
The king's triple crown is surmounted by a globe, transfixed 
with a golden an'd a silver sword; and in the middle of the 
pummels of the two swords, is a small cross on which is in- 
scribed, A king of justice over ths world. The queen wears 
the same. In this array, the king repairs thrice a week to the 
market-place, where he seals himself on a throne made on 
purpose. His lieutenaut, named Knipperdolling, stands a step 
lower, and then come the councillors. All who have business 
with the king, incline their.bodies twice before the king, and. 
prostrate themselves on the ground at the third inclination, 
before entering on their business. One Tuesday, they cele- 
brated the holy supper in the public square ; about four thou- 
sand two hundred sat down to table. There were three courses ; 
bouilli, ham, then roast meat. The king, his wives, and their 
servants waited on the guests. Afier the meal, tbe king and 
tbe queen took barley bread, broke it, and distributed it, 
saying, ' Take, eat, and proclaim the Lord's death.' They 
then handed a jug of wine, saying, ' Take, drink all of you, 
and proclaim the Lord's death.' In like manner, the guests 
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broke their cakes, and presented them to each other, saying, 
' Btotbers and sisters, talce and eat. Even as Jesna Christ 
offered himself up for me, so do I wish to offer myself up for 
thee ; and even as the grains of barley are joined in this cake, 
and the grapes in this wine, so are we united,' They also 
exhorted one another to use no idle words, or break the law 
of the Lord ; and concluded by returning thanks to God, end- 
ing with the oanticle, Gbry he to God in ike Idghesi. The 
king, his wives, and servants, then sat down with them at table. 
When all was over, the kii^ asked the assembly, whetlier they 
were ready to do and suffer God's will ? They all replied. 
Yea. Then the prophet, John of Warendorff, arose and said, 
' That God had bade him send forth some from among them 
to announce the nuracles which they had witnessed ;' add- 
ing, that those whom he should name were to repair to four 
towns of the empire, and preach there. , . . Each of these 
was presented with a piece of gold, of the value of nine florins, 
fogeflier with money for his expenses j and they set out that 

" They reached the appointed cities on the eve of St. Gall, 
and paraded the streets, crying out, ' Repent ye, for God's 
mercy is exhausted. The axe is already at the root of the 
tree. Your city must accept peace, or perish !' Taken before 
the council, they laid their cloaks on the ground, and casting 
into them the said pieces of gold, they said, ' We are sent by 
the Father to declare peace unto you. If you accept it, bring 
all your goods together in common : if you will not, we protest 
against you before God with this piece of gold, which shall 
be for a witness that you have rejected the peace which he 
sent you. Tiie time is now come foretold by the prophets, the 
time when God wills there to be only justice upon earth; and 
when the king shall have established the reign of justice all 
over the earfli, then Jesus Christ will remit the government 
into the hands of the Father.' They were then thrown into 
prison, and interrogated on their be!ief, way of life, &c. . . . 
They said that there were four prophets, two true, two false ; 
that the true were David and John of Leyden ; the false, the 
pope and Luther. ' Luther,' they said, ' is stili worse than 
the pope,' They consider all Anabaptists elsewhere as damned. 
... 'In Munster,' thoy said, ' we have in general from five 
to eight wives, or mom ; but each is obliged to confine himself 
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to ono tintil she is pregnant. All young girls, above twelve, 
must marry.' . . . They destroy churches and all buildings 
consecrated to God. . . . They are expecting, at Munster, 
|)eopIo from Groningen and other countries of Holland, and 
when they come, the king will arise with all his forces, and 
subjugate the whole earth. They hold it to be impossible to 
comprehend Scripture aright, without its being interpreted by 
prophets : and when it is objected to them that they cannot 
justify their enterprise by Scripture, some say that their Father 
does not allovr them to explain themselves thereupon ; others 
answer, ' The prophet has commanded it by God's order.' 
Not one of them would purchase mercy by retreating. They 
sang and returned thanks to God that they had been found 
worthy to suffer for his name's sake." 

The Anabaptists, who were called upon by the landgrave 
of- Hesse to justify themselves for having elected a king, re- 
plied (Jan., 1535), " That the time for the restoration mentioned 
by the holy books was come ; that the Gospel had thrown 
open to them the prison of Babylon ; and that it now behoved 
to render unto the Babylonians according to their works ; and 
that an attentive perusal of the prophets and the Apocalypse, 
&.C., would show the landgrave whether they had elected a 
king of themselves or by God's order, &c " 

Afler the convention entered into in 153}, betwten the 
bishop of Munster and the city, and which was brought about 
by the mediation of the landgrave of Hesse's councilloi'- 
the Anabaptists sent the lan(^rave theii book De Beslitultone 
He read it with indignation, and ordeied his theolognns to 
reply to it, and to oppose the Anabaptist? on nino points, which 
he particularly specified, and in which he objects to them, 
amongst other things, — 1st, The making ju^ification consist 
not in faith done, but in faith and works together 2d, Of 
unjustly accusing Luther of never having preached good works 
3d, Of defending free-will. In the De MesmuiMne, the Ana- 
baptists classified the whole history of the world into three 
prmcipal parts. " The firs world, which lasted until Noah, 
was sunk beneath the waters. The second, that in which we 
live, will be melted and purified by firp. The third will be a 
new heaven and a new earth, inhabited by justice. This is 
what God prefigured in the holy ark, in which there were the 
porch, the sanctuary, and the Holy of Holies The 
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coming of the third world will be preceded by univeresl res- 
titution and cbastisomcnt. The wicked will bo put to deatli, 
the reiga of justice prepared, Christ's enemies cast down, 
and all things restored. It is this time which is now be- 
ginning," 

"Discourse or Discussion, lield at Beverger, by AnUiimy 
Corvinus and John Kymem, with John of Zeyden, Mng tif 
Mttmter. — ^When the kiDg entered our room, with his gaoler, 
we gave him a friendly greeting, and invited him to take a 
seat by the fire. We inquired after his health, and how he 
felt in his prieon. He replied that he suffered from the cold 
there, and was ill at heart, but that since it was Giod's will, 
he ought to endure all patiently. By degrees, and conversing 
friendly with him, for we could get nothing out of him by any 
other means, we drew him on to speak of his kingdom and his 
doctrine as follows : — 

Opening' of the emmnation. Tlie ministers. " Dear John, 
we have heard extraordinary and horrible tlibgs of your 
government. If they are as told us, — and, unfortunately, 
the whole is only too true, — we cannot conceive how you can 
justify your undertaking from the Holy -Scripture." 

The king. " What we have done and taught, we have done 
and taught rightfully, and we can justify our undertaking, our 
actions, and our doctrine before God, and to whomsoever it 
belongs to judge us." 

The ministers object to him, that the spiritual kingdom of 
Jesus Christ is alone spoken of in Scripture ; " My kingdom 
is not of this world," are his own words. 

The king. " I cleariy comprehend your argument touching 
the spiritual kingdom of Jesu-? and do not contravene the 
texts you quote But you must diatinguish the spiritual king, 
dom of Jesus Christ which has refeience to the time of suf- 
feriug, and of which ailer all neither you nor Luther have 
any clear notion from that other kingdom, which, after the 
resurrection, will be established ra this world for a thousand 
years. All the texts which treat of the spiritual kingdom 
of Jesui, relate to the time of suffering ; but those which we 
find in the prophets and the Apocalypse, and which treat of 
the_ temporal kingdom refer to thfi tmie of glory and of power, 
which Jesus will enjoy in this woild with his followers. Our 
kingdom of Munster nos an imige of the temporal kin^^lom 
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of Christ's. You know that God announces many things by 
figuroa. We believed that our kingdom would last until the 
coining of the Lord ; but we now see our error on this point, 
and that of our prophets. However, since we have been in 
prison, God has revealed to us the true understanding, . . I 
am not io-noraat that you commonly refer those passages to 
Christ's spiritual kingdom, which ought to be understood of 
the temporal. But of what use are these spiritual interpreta- 
tions, if nothing is to be one d y eal z d ? . God'a chief 
objei'.t in creating the world, was 1 e pi asure in men, to 
whom he has given a refle f h ngth and his 

The minislers. " And how 1 u j f youi-self when 
(xod shall ask you on the day f ud Who made you 

king ? Who ordered you to d ffu^ u h f htful errors, to 
tlie great detriment of my word 

The king. " I shall answer, Th p j h ts f Muuster or- 
dered me so to do, as being you d n wll n proof whereof 
they pledged me their body and ^oul. 

Tlie ministers inquire what divine revelations he enjoyed 
touching his elevation to the throne. 

The king. " 1 was vouchsafed no revelation _; only thoughts 
came into my head, that there must be a king in Munster, and 
that I must be that king. These thoughts deeply agitated and 
afflicted mo. I prayed to God to deign to consider my inabil- 
ity, and not to load me with such a burden ; but if he willed 
otherwise, 1 besought him to grant that I should be designated 
as the chosen person by prophets worthy of faith, and in pos- 
session of his word, so held my peace, and communicated my 
thoughts to no one. But a fortnight afterwards, a prophet 
arose in the midst of the people, and proclaimed that God had 
made known to him that John of Leyden was to be king. He 
annotmced the same to the council, who immediately divested 
themselves of their power and proclaimed me king. He, like- 
wise, placed in my hand the sword of justice. On this wise 
it was that I Ijeoame king," 

Second Article. Tlie king. "We only resisted the autlior- 
ities because they forbade us our baptism and God's word, 
and we resisted to violence. You assert that we acted wrong- 
fully therein, hut does not St. Peter say, that we are to obey 
God rather than men t . . . You would not pass wholesale 
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condemnation, on what we have done, did you know liow those 
tilings tool; place." . . . 

Tlie ministers. " Set off and justify your acts as you may, 
you will not the less be rebels and guilty of high treason. 
The Christian is bound to suffer ; and though the whole coun. 
cil had been of your party (which was not the case), you 
ought to have borne with violence rather than have begun such 
a schism, sedition, and tyranny, in opposition alike to the word 
of God, the majesty of the emperor, the royal dignity, and 
that of the electorate, and princes and states of the empire," 
The king. " We know what we have done ; G!od be our 
ju^e." 

The jrdrdsl^TS. " We, too, kuow the foundation we have for 
what we say ; God be our judge, likewise !" 

Third Akticle. The king. " We have been besieged and 
destroyed on account of God's holy word ; for it, have suf. 
fered hunger and all evils, have lost our friends, and have 
fallen into this frightful calamity .' Those of us who still live 
will die unresistingly, and uncomplainingly, like the slaugh- 
tered lamb." , . . 

Fifth Article. The king said, that he had long been of 
Zwingie'a opinion ; but that he returned to the belief in tran- 
substantiation. Only he does not grant his interlocutors that 
it is operant iu him who is without faith. 

Sixth Asticle. "... What then do you make of Jesus 
Christ, if he did not receive flesh and blood from his mother 
Maiy ? Wiil you have him to have been a phantom, a spec- 
tre t Our Urbaaus Regiua must print a second book to teach 
to understand your native tongue, or your asses' heads will 
always be impervious to instruction." 

The king. " If you knew the infinite consolation contained 
in the knowledge that Jesus Christ, God and Son of tho living 
God, became man, and shed his blood, not Mary's, to redeem 
our sins (He who is without blemish), you would not speak as 
you do, and you would not entertain such contempt for our 
belief." 

Seventh Article. Ore Folygamy. The king objects to the 
ministers the examples of the patriarchs. The ministers en- 
trench themselves behind this generally established custom of 
modern times, and declare mairiage to be res poliiica. The 
king contends that it is better to have many wives than many 
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harlots, and concludes again ^^ith the words, " &-d Le our 

Although drawn up by the ministers themselves, the im. 
pression left by a perusal of this document is not favorable to 
them. One cannot help admiring the firmness, good sense, and 
modest simplicity of the king of Munster, which were mado 
more conspicuous still by the pedantic hai-shness of his inter- 
locutors. . , ,Tr 1 

Corviuus and Kymeus to the Christian reader: " We liave 
reported our conversation with the king, almost word for word, 
without omitting one of his argumects ; only we have put them 
into our own language, and stated them more scholarly. About 
a week after, he sent to beg us to confer again with him. We 
liad a fresh discussion, which lasted two days. We found him 
more docile than the first time, but only saw in this a desire 
to save his life. He voluntarily declared, that if pardonedj he 
would, with the help of Melcbior Hoffman, and his queens, 
exhort to silence and obedience all the Aoahaptists, who, ac 
cording to him, are very numerous in Holland, Brabant, Eng. 
land, and Frisia ; and even get them to baptize their chddren, 
until arrangements could be entered into with the civil power 
witli regard to their religion." . . . There follows a new pro- 
fession of faith, in which John tjf Leyden, whilst exhorting the 
Anabaptists to obedience, gives it to be understood that he 
means outward obedience only. He recants none of his pe- 
culiar doctrines, and desires liberty of conscience. With regard 
to the Eucharist, he declares all his brethren to be Zwinglians, 
but states that God has shown him his errar on this point whd^ 
in prison. This confession is signed in Dutch : /, John of 
Leyden, signed wiik m,y onm hand. _ 

On the 19th of January, 1538, John of Leyden, and Kmp- 
perdoHing and Kreehting, his vicar and his lieutenant, were 
removed from their dungeons ; and the next day the bishop 
sent his chaplain to confer with them separately on their 
belief and acts. The king testified repentance and retracted ; 
butthe two others justified all they had done. . . . The morn- 
ing of the 22d all the gates of Munster were closed ■ and about 
eight o'clock tl e kmg stnfped to the waist was led to a scaf. 
fold erected in the mirl et place wl ich was guaided by two 
hundred foot sold e and tliee hud d horse and crowded 
with spectator. H ,a h u 3 to i p t a d t % cution- 
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era tore off his flesh by turns with red-hot pincera, until at last 
one of them plunged a Itnife into his breast, and so finished the 
execution, which had lasted for an hour. " At the three fii-st 
wrenches of the pincera the Icing uttered no cry ; but, after- 
wards, kept incessantly exclaiming, with eyes raised to heaven, 
' my Fatlier, take pili/ on me!' and he prayed to God ear- 
nestly to forgive him liis sins. When he felt himself sinking, 
he exclaimed : < O my Father, I yield my spirit into thy Jtands,' 
and expired. His dead body was flung upon a hurdle, and 
dragged to the open place in front of St. Lambert's lower, 
•where three iron panniera were ready, into one of which it 
was put, and secured with chains, and then hoisted to the top 
of the tower, where it was suspended by a hook. Knipper- 
dolling and Krechting were executed in the same hon-ible man- 
ner ; and their bodies placed in the two other paoniers, and 
suspended on either side of John of Leyden's, only not so high." 
Luther's preface to ike News of the AnalapUsts of Mun- 
sier : — " Ah ! what and how ought I to write against or upon 
these poor people of Munster ! Is it not clear that the devil 
reigns there in person, or, rather, that there is a whole 
troop of devils ? Let us, however, recognize here the finite 
grace and merey of God. After Germany, by innume- 
rable blasphemies and the blood of so many innocents, has 
deserved so severe a rod, still the Father of all mercy with- 
holds the devil from striking his deadliest blow, and gives us 
paternal warning hy the gross game Satan is playing at Mun- 
ster, God's power constrains the spirit of a hundred wiles to 
set about his work awkwardly and unskilfully, in order to, 
allow us time to escape by repentance from the better-aimed 
blows reserved for us. In fact, for the spirit who seeks to de- 
ceive the world to begin by taking women, by stretching forth 
the hand to grasp honors and the kingly sword, or else by 
slaughtering people, is too gross. All can see that such a spi- 
rit only seeks its own elevation, and to crush all besides. To 
deceive, you should don a grey gown, assume a sad and pite- 
ous air, refuse money, eat no meat, fly women like poison, 
reject as damnable all temporal power, reftise the sword, then 
stoop gently down and stealthily pick up crown, sword, and 
keys. A show like this might deceive even the wise and spi. 
ritual. There were a fine devil, with feathers finer than pea- 
cock or pheasant ! Bui (o seize the croiin so impudently, to 
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take not only one wife, but as many as caprice and lust dic- 
tate ! Ah ! this is the act of a devilkin in his horn-boolt ; or 
else, of the tme Satan,.the learned and able Satan, but fagoted 
by God's bands with euch potent chains as to be unable to act 
moi-e cunningly. And so the Lord warns us to dread his 
clmstisoments, lest lie leave the field free to a learned devil, 
ivho will attack us, not with the A, B, C, but with the true 
text, the difficult text. If he does such things as a devilkin 
at school, what would he not do as a rational, wise, learned, 
liiwyer-like doctor of divinity devil ! 

"... When God, in his wrath, deprives us of his woi-d, 
uo deceit of the devil's is too gross. The first attempts of Ma- 
homet were gross ; yet, God interposing no obstacle in his 
way, a damnable and infamous empire has grown up, as all 
tlie world knows : and if God had not been our aid against 
Munxer, a Turkish empire would have arisen through him, 
like unto Mahomet's. In fine, no spark is bo small, but that, 
if God suffers the devil to blow at it, a fire may he kindled to 
consume the whole world. The best weapon against the devil 
is the sword of the Spirit, the word of God. The devil is a 
spirit, and laughs at cuirass, horse, and horseman. But our 
lords, bishops, and priaces will not allow the Gospel to be 
preached, and souls to be rescued from the devil by the divine 
word : they think throat-cutting sufficient, and so rob the devil 
of bodies whilst leaving him souls. They will succeed in like 
manner as the Jews, who thought to estermtoate Christ by 
crucifying him. . . . The Muosterites, among other blasphe- 
mies, speak of the birth of Jesus Christ as if he did not come 
(such is their language) of tlie seed of Mary, and yet was of 
the seed of David. But they do not explain themselves clearly. 
The devil, keeps the hot soup in his mouth, and only mut. 
tors mum, mum, meaning, probably, to infer worse. All that 
one can make out is, that according to them, Mary's seed or 
ilesh cannot redeem us. Well, devil ! mutter and spit as 
you list, that one little word horn overthrows all you say. In 
all tongues, and over all the earth, the child of flesh and blood, 
who issues from the entrails of woman, is said to be bom, and 
nothing else. Now, Scripture everywhere says, that Jesus 
Christ is bom of his mother Mary, and is her first-born. So 
speak Isaiah, Gabriel, &c. ' Thou shalt conceive, &c.' To 
rimceive, my duck, does not mcun to be a funnel through which 
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water flows (according to the Manichean blasphemy), but that 
a child is taken out of the flesh and blood of his mother, ia 
nourished in her, grows in her, and is at last brought into the 
world. The other tedet maintained by these folk, namely, 
that infMit baptism is a pagan rite, is similarly gross. And 
since they regard all that the wicked possess as unholy, why 
did they not reject the gold, silver, and other goods they look 
from the wicked in Munster 1 They ought to coin quite new 
gold and silver. . . . Their wicked kingdom is so visibly a 
kingdom of gross imposture and revolt, that it recks not to 
speaic of it, I have already said too much." 



Lafter years of Lulber's life.— Pol jgamy of (he Landgrave of llessc, &o. 

The momentary union of the Catholics and Protestants against 
the Anabaptists left them ODly the greater enemies. A general 
council waa talked of; but the pope dreaded it, and the Pro- 
testants rejected it beforehand. "I hear from the diet that 
the emperor urges a council on our friends, and is indignant 
at their refusal. I cannot understand these monstrosities. 
The pope asserts that heretics cannot sit in a council ; the 
emperor wishes us to consent to the council and its decrees. 
Perhaps God is turning them mad, , , . But their mad de- 
sign, no doubt, is, that since pope, emperor, church, and diets 
have failed, they will try to cry us down by representi.ig us 
as so lost and desperate, as to reject the council which we 
have so often nsked for. See Satan's cleverness against the 
poor fool of a God, wlio, undoubtedly, will be put to it to escape 
such well-laid snares ! . . . Now, it is the Lord who will 
make a mock of them who mock him. If we agree to a coun- 
cil so disposed towards us, why did we not five-and-twenty 
years since submit to the pope, the lord of councils, and to all 
his bulls ?" (July 9th, 1545.) 
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A council might have concentrated the catholic hierarchy, 
but could not have re-established the unity of the church. 
The question could be settled by arms only. The Protestants 
had already driven the Austrians out of Wirtemberg, had 
despoiled Henry of Brunswick, who waa turning the exocu. 
tion of the decrees of the Imperial Cbamber into a source of 
profit for himself, and were encouraging the archbishop of 
Cologne to follow the example of Albert of Brandenburg, and 
secularize his archbishopric, which would have given them a 
majoi-ity in the electoral council. However, .some attempts 
wore still made at reconciliation, and conferences uselessly 
opened at Worms and Ratisbon (a.d. 1540, 1541), at which 
Luther did not evea think it necessary to be present. He 
writes that he hears from Melancthon that the number of 
learned parsonages, from all quarters, in the synod at Worms, 
exceeds all precedent ; and, speaking of the strat^ems re- 
sorted to by the Catholic party, says, " One would fancy one 
saw Satan himself, with the break of day, running to and fro 
in a vaJa search for some den dark enough to shut out the 
iight which pursues him." (Jan. 9th, 1541.) Luther's 
opinion was desired upon ten articles, which had been agreed 
upon by the two parties, when the elector, hearing that they 
were about to be forwarded without being first submitted to 
him, drew up a reply himself; an interference which would 
liave aroused Luther's indignation some years before, but by 
this time he seems to have felt wearied and disgusted with the 
consciousness that hia labors to re-establish evangelical puriiy 
had only furnished the great of the earth with the means of 
satisfying their terrestrial ambition. " Our excellent prince 
has given me the conditions of ;>eace to read, which he intends 
to propose to the emperor and our adversaries. I see that they 
consider the whole affair as a comedy to be played amongst 
[hem, whilst it is a tragedy betwixt Gnad and Satan, in which 
Satan triumphs, and God is humiliated. But the catastrophe 
will come, when the Almighty, author of this tragedy, will 
give us the victory." (April 4th, 1541.) 

We noticed at an early period of this narrative, the melan- 
choly state of dependence in which the Reformation was 
placed on the princes that espoused the cause. Luther had 
tirao to foresee the results. These princes were men, with 
men's caprices and passions ; and hence t * ' ' ' 

15 
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without being contrary to the principles of the Reformation, 
seemed to redound little to the honor of the reformers. The 
most warlike of these princes, the hot-headed landgrave of 
Hease, submitted to Luther and the Protestant ministers, that 
hia health would not allow of his confining himself to one 
wife. Hia instructions to Bucer for the negotiation of this 
matter with the theol<^ians of Wittemberg, are a curioiis 
misture of sensuality, of religious fears, and of daring sim- 
plicity. - " Ever since I have been married," he writes, "I 
have lived in adultery and fornication ; and as I won't give 
up this way of living, I cannot present myself at the, holy- 
table ; for St. Paul has said, that the adulterer shall not enter 
the kingdom of heaven." He proceeds to state the reasons 
which drive him into this course : " My wife is neither good- 
looking nor gond-tempered ; she is not sweet ; she drinks, and 
my chamberlains can tell what she then does, &c. 1 am of a 
warm complexion, as the physicians can prove ; and as i 
often attend the imperial diets, where the body is pampered 
with high living, how am I to manage there without a wife, 
especially aa I can't be always taking a seraglio about with 
tnel . . , How can I punish fornication and other crimes, 
when all may turn round and say, ' Master, begin with your- 
self?" . . . Were I to take up arms for the Gospel's sake, I 
could only do so with a troubled conscience, for 1 should say 
to myself, ' If you die in this war, you go to the devil.' . . . 
I have read both the Old and New Testament carefully, and 
find no other help indicated than to take a second wife ; and I 
asJ: before God, why caanot I do what Abraham, Jacob, Da- 
vid, Lamech, and Solomon have done?" The question of 
polygamy had been agitated from the very beginning of Pro- 
testantism, which professed to restore the world to scriptural 
life ; and, whatever his repugnance, Luther durst not condemn 
the Old Testament. Besides, the Protestants held marriage to 
be respoMca, and subject to the regulations of the civil pow- 
er. Luther, too, had already held, liieoretically, and without 
advising it to be put in practice, the very doctrine advanced 
by the landgrave. He had written years before :..."! 
confess, I cannot say that polygamy is repugnant to Holy 
Scripture, yet would not have the practice introduced amongst 
Christians, who ought to abstain even from what is laivful, in 
order t» avoid scandal, o.nd in order to maintain that lumeslas 
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(decorum) which St. Paul rcquireth under all eireumstajices." 
(Jan. 13th, 1524.^ "Polygamy is not allowable amongst 
Christians, except in cases of absolute necessity, as when a 
man is forced to separate from a leprous wifcj &c." . , 
(March 21at, 1527.) Having one day put fho case to doctor 
Basilius, whether a man, whose wife was afflicted with some 
incurable malady, might take a concubine, and receiving an 
answer in the affirmative, Luther observed, « It would be of 
dangerous precedent, since excuses might be daily invented 
for procuring divorces." (a.d. 1539.) 

Luther was greatly embarrassed by the landgrave's mes- 
sage. All the theologians of Wiftemberg assembled to draw 
up an answer, and the result was a compromise. He was 
allowed a double marriage, on condition that his second wife 
should Bot be publicly recognized. " Your highness must he 
aware of the diflerence between establishing a universal and 
granting an exceptional law. ... Wo cannot publicly sane- 
tion a plurality of wives. ... We pray your highness to 
consider the dangers in which a man would stand who should 
introduce a law that would disunite families, and plunge them 
into endless law-suits. , . . Your bighness's constitution ia 
weak, you sleep badly, and your health requires every care. 
• • . The great Seanderbeg often exhorted his soldiers to 
chastity, saying that nothing was so injurious in their calling 
as incontinence. . . . We pray your highness seriously to 
take into consideration the scandals, cares, labors, griefe, and 
infirmities herein brought under your notice. ... If, never- 
theless, your highness is fully resolved to take a second wife, 
we are of opinion that the marriage should be secret. . . . 
Given at Wittembci^, after the festival of St. Nicholas, 1639.— 
Mahtin Lftheh, Philip Mblancthon, Martin Bdcee, 
Antony Cokvin, Adam, John Lenihg, Justin Wimtfebt, 
Dyonisius Mei,anthee." 

It was hard for Luther, who, both as theologian and as a 
father of a family, was identified with the sanctity of the mar- 
riage tie, to declare that in virtue of the Old Testament two 
wives might seat themselves, with their jealousies and their 
hates, at the same domestic hearth ; and he groaned under this 
cross. "As to the Macedonum business, grieve not over- 
much, since things are come to that pass, that neither joy nor 
sadness avQiloth. Why kill oureelvca 'i Why allow sorrow 
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tobanislilhe iJiouglits of hiin who lias o^eicjuir ill leith^ 
and all sorrows ? Did not he who conqueipd the d(=vil and 
judged the prince of this world, at the selfsame Ume judge 
and conquer this seaadal ? ... Let Satan triumph, and let 
us be neither chagrined nor gneved, but let us tejoice in 
Christ, who will discomfit all our enemiLS " (June 18th, 
1540.) He seems to have looked to the empeioi's mterfeung 
"If Ctesar and the empire will, as they peifoice must, put a 
atop to this scandal, an edict will soon stay it, and pievent its 
being hereafter used as either a right or an example " Fiom 
IJiis lime forward, Luther's letters, and those of Welancthon, 
are full of disgust and sadness. 

On Luther's being asked for a letter of leeommendition to 
the court of Dresden, he replies, that he has lo&t all ciedit and 
influence there ; in that " worldly court," as he sometimes 
calls it. To a friend (Lauterbach) he wntes "I will be 
present at your marriage in mind, not in body, being hindered, 
not only by pressure of business, but by the fear of oifending 
the Mamelukes and queen of the kingdom (the duchess Cathe- 
rine of Saxony ?) for who is not offended with Luther's folly f 
" You ask me, my dear Jonas, to w rite Tn occasional word of 
oomibi-t to you. But I stand much n 6re i need of your letters 
to revive me, who, like Lot, have so n uch to endure in the 
midst of this infamous and Satan c ngrat tude this horrible 
contempt for the Lord's word. . I must then, see Satan 
take possession of the hearts of those vho fanoj that the chief- 
est seats m the kingdom of Heave are eserved for tliem 
alone!" The Protestants were alieady beginning to relax 
from their severity of manners, and the bagnios were re. 
opened. " Better," exclaims Luther, " not to have driven out 
Satan, than to bring him back in greater force." (Sept. 13th, 
1540.) . „ ,. , 

" The pope, the empe ll e French nan, and Ferdinand, 
have despatched a raa^n fli'ent embassy to the Turks to de- 
mand peace . . . and, last of all for fear of offending the 
eyes of the Turks, the ambassadors have f ut themselves into 
Turkish robes. I trust these aie blessed signs of the ap- 
proaching end of all things ' (July 17tli, 1545.) 

To Jonas. " Hark in thy ears ! I shrewdly suspect that we 
Lutherans shall be packed off to fight the Turits single- 
handed. King Ferdinand has removed the war-chest from 
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Bohemia, and forbade a single soldier to stir, and the emperor 
does nothing ; as if it were settled that we should be extermi- 
nated by the Turks." (Dec. 39th, 1542.) " Nothing new 
here, except that the margrave of Brandenburg is getting evil 
spoken of by every one, with regard to the war in Hungary. 
They speak just the same of Ferdinand. I descry so many 
and such probable reasons for it, that I cannot help believing 
there is horrible and deadly treachery there." (Jan. 2flth, 
1542.) " I ask, what will be the end of this horrible treach- 
ery of the princes and kings V (Dec. 16th, 1543.) " May 
God avenge us on the incendiaries (Luther speaks, almost 
every month, of fires occurring at Wittemberg). Satan has 
devised a new plan for getting rid of us. Our wine is poi- 
soned, and lime mixed with our milk. Twelve persons have 
been killed by poisoned wine a' Jena. Perhaps they died of 
excess of drink ; but at all events, it is given out for certain 
that dealers have been detected selling poisoned milk at Magde- 
burg and Northusel" (April, 1541.) He writes to Amsdorf, 
on occasion of the plague at Magdeburg: "What you tell me 
of the alarm felt of the plague, reminds me of what I observed 
some years since j and I am surprised to see that the more 
life in Christ Jesus is preached, the stronger grows the fear of 
death ; whether this fear were lessened, during the reign of 
the pope, by a false hope of life, and that now the true hope 
of life is placed before the people, they feel how weak nature 
is to believe in the conqueror of death, or that God tempts us 
by these weaknesses, and allows Satan to grow bolder and 
stronger on account of this alarm ! Whilst we believed in 
Ihe pope, we were as drunkards, men asleep, or fools, mistak- 
ing death for life, that is, ignorant of the nature of death aed 
of God's wrath. Now that the light has shone upon us, and 
that God's wrath is better known, nature has shaken off sleep 
and folly, and hence greater fear than before. . . . Here 1 
apply the passage of the seventy-first Psalm, ' Casl me not 
(may in the lime of age ; forsake me nol when my strength fail 
■ e& me.' For I think that these are the latter days of Christ, 
and the time of casting down ; that is, the time of the last 
great assault of the devil, as David, in his latter days, weak- 
ened by years, would have fallen before the giant, had not 
Abishai come to his aid. ... I have learnt almost a!l_ this 
year to sing with St, Paul, ' As dying, and heltold, we live ;' 
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and, ' By your rmoicing, lehick I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
I die daily.' When he aays to the Corinthians, ' Iv deaths 
oft,' ' thb was not meditating or speculating on death, hot the 
seiisaUon of death itself, as if hope of life there were none.' " 
(Nov. 20th, 1538.) " I trust that with this rending of the 
world, Clirist will hasten his coming and crush the globe to 
atoms, uifractus iUdbalur orhis." (Feb. 12th, 1538.) 
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BOOK THE FOURTH. 



A.D. 1530— IM 



CHAPTER J. 



Let us pause in this sad history of the last years of his public 
life, and retire with Luther into his private life, seat ourselves 
at hia table, by the side of his wife, and in the midst of his 
children and friends, and listen to the grave words of the pious 
and tender father of a family. 

" The man who iasults preachers and women, will never 
succeed well. From women proceed children, the future 
heads of families and of the state. To despise them ia to de- 
spise Gcfd and man." " The Saxon law is too hard in giving 
ifie widow a chair and her distaff only. The first we should 
interpret to mean, a house ; the second, her maintenance. We 
pay our lacquey ; what do I say, we give move to a beggar t" 
" There can be no doubt that women who die in the faith in 
child-bearing, are saved, because they die fulfilling the end 
for which God created them." "In the Low Countries, the 
priest, on his induction, chooses some little girl as his betroth- 
ed, in sign of honoring the marriage state." . 

Luther being asked whether a Christian preacher, who is 
boiindtosuffer imprisonment and persecution for the word'ssake, 
ought not much more to do without marriage 1 replied r " It 
is easier to endure imprisonment than desire, as I know in my 
own person. The more I strove to macerate and subdue the 
flesh, the more I lusted. Even though gifted with chastiiy, 
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one ought to marry to spite the pope. . . . Had I been seizeci 
with a fatal illne^ I should have wished to summon some 
pious maid to my death-bed, and wed her, presenting her wilh 
two silver goblets as a wedding-gift atid morrow's present 
(morgengahe), in order to show how I honored marriage. To a 
friend he writes : " If yon Iwst, marn-. You want a wife at 
once beautiful, pious, and rich. Well, you can have one 
painted, with red cheeks and white limbs, and auoh are the 
most pious; but they are worth nothing for kitchen or couch. 
. . . No one will ever have to repent rising early and mar- 
rying young, ... It is no more possible to do without a wife 
tlian without eating and drinkmg. Conceived, nourished, 
borne within the body of woman, onr flesh is mainly hers, and 
it b impossible for us ever to separate wholly from her, , . , 
Had I wished to make love, 1 should have taken thirteen years 
ago to Ave Schonfelden, wlio is now the wife of doctor Basili- 
us, the Prussian physician. At that time I did not love my 
Catherine, whom I suspected of being proud and haughty ; hut 
it was God's will ; it was his will that I should take pity on 
her, and J have cause, God be praised, to he satisfied." 

" The greatest grace God can bestow is to have a good and 
pious husband, with whom you may live in peace, to whom 
you can trust everything, even your body and your life, and 
by whom you have little children. Calherino, thou hast a 
pious husband, who loves thee ; thou art an empress, Thanks 
be to God !" 

Alluding to immoralily in men, Luther observed : " Let 
them know that they are, after all, hut despisera of the sex, 
who are not created for their brutal pleasures. , . . 'Tia a 
great thing for a young girl to be always loved, and the devil 
but seldom allows it. . . .My hostess of Eisenach said well, 
when I was a student there : ' TItere is tu> sweeter pleasure up- 
on earik Utan to he loved by a looman.' " 

" On St. Martin's day (doctor Martin Luther's hirth-day), 
master Ambrosius Brend came to ask him his niece in mar- 
riage. . . . One day, surprising them in close conversation, 
he burst out laughing, and said: 'I am not surpiised at a 
lover having so much to say to his mistress ; can ,hey ever 
tire ? We must not put them out of the way ; they have a 
privilege above law and custom !' When he betrothed het 
to him, he addressed him a.s follows : ' Sir, and dear friend, 1 
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give you this young maid, sucli as God in his goodness gave 
oer unto me. I confide lier to your hands. May God bless 
you, sanctify your union, and make it happy !' " " Being 
present tft the marriage of John Lufile's daughter, he led her 
to her bed after supper, and said to the husband, that, accord- 
ing to common custom, he was to be master of the house . , . 
when the wife was not in it ; and, in tolten of this, he took 
one of the husband's shora, and put it on the top of the bed, 
showing that ha so assumed dominion and government." 

Being one day in very high spirits at table, " Be not scan- 
dalized," he said, " to see me so merry. I have heard a great 
deal of bad news to-day, and have just read a letter violently 
abusing me. Our affairs must be going on well, since the 
devil is storming so '." 
I " Were I to make love again, I would have an obedient wife 
carved for me in stone ; I should despair of getting one any 
I other way," " Strange thoughts come into one's head the 
' first year of marriage. When at fable, one says to oneself, 
'Just now thou wert alone, now thou art two' (selbander). 
On awaking, one sees another head by the side of one's own. 
The first year my Catherine used to sit by me whilst I was 
studying, and, not knowing what to say, she asked me, ' Sir 
doctor, in Prussia, is not the Ttiailre-d'kdtel the margrave's 
brother V " " There should he no delay between the betroth- 
als and the marriage. . . . Friends interpose obstacle. . . . 
All my best friends kept crying, 'Don't fake her, take 
another.' " " A sure sign that God is hostile to the papacy 
is, that he has refused it the blessing of corporeal fruit (chil- 
dren). . . . When Eve was brought before Adam, he was 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and gave her the most beautiful 
and glorious of names, calling her Eva, that is, mother of all 
living. He did not call her his wife, but mother, mother of 
all livmg. This is woman's glory, and most precious orna- 
ment. She is Fans oamiwn viventmm, the source of all human 
life ; a brief phrase, hot such as neither Demosthenes nor Ci- 
cero could have expressed. The Holy Ghost here speaks by 
our first tather, and having passed so noble a eulogy on mar- 
riage, it is but right in us to extenuate the weaknesses of wo- 
men. No more did Jesus Christ, the Son of God, despise 
marriage. He is himself born of woman, which is a high tes. 
timony to marriage." 
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" We find an image of marriage in all creatures, not only in 
birds, beasts and fishes, but in trees and stones too. Every 
one knows that there are trees, like the apple and the pear 
tree, which are, as it were, husband and wife, whieh deside- 
rate each other, and which thrive more when they are planted 
together. The same is observable of sloaes, especially pre- 
cious stones, such as the coral, emerald, and others. The sky, 
also, is the husband of the earth, vivifying it by the warmth 
of the sun, by the rain and the wind, and so leading it to bear 
all sorts of plants and fruits." 

The doctor's little children were standing ht "ore the table, 
anxiously watching the fishes that were being served up, when 
he remarked, — " If you wish to see the image of a soul in the 
fruition of hope, there it is. Ah ! would we could look for- 
ward to the life to como with the same delight." His little 
girl, Madeline, being brought in to sing to her cousin tho song 
beginning. The pope invokes fe emperor and ike kings, &c., 
and refusing, notwithstanding coaxing and threats, the doctor 
said, " Nothing good comes of force : without grace the works 
oflhelaware valueless," "I see nothing contradictory in 
the injunction, Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice Kith, trem- 

. hUng. • My little John does so with regard to me, but I cannot 
with regard to God. When writing, or otherwise busied, he 
will begin a little song, and if he sing too loud, and I check 
him, he will go on, but to himself, and with a touch of fear. 
So G!od wishes us to be always cheerful, yet with awe and re- 
serve." One new.year's day, he and his wife were exceed, 
ingly put out at being unable to still the baby, who kept 
on screaming more than an hour ; at last, he said, " These are 
the vexations of married life. . . . This is tho reason none of 
the Fathers has written anything remarkably good on the sub- 
ject. Jerome has spoken degradingly, I should almost say in 

. an anti-Christian spirit, of marriage. ... St. Augustin on 
the contrary." . . . His wife placing his youngest child in 
his arms, he observed, " Would I had died at this age ; wil- 
lingly would I forego any honor I may obtain in this world to 
die an infant !" The child dirtying him, he said, " Oh ! how 
much more must our Lord endure with us than'a mother with 
her child." He addressed his baby with, " Thou art our 
Lord's innocent little fool, living under grace and not under 
the law. Thou art without fear or anxiety, and all that thou 
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doest is well done." " Children are the happiest. We-old 
fools are ever distressing ourselves with disputes about the 
word, constantly asking ourselves, ' Is it true 1 Is it possible ? 
How can it be possible V Children, in their pure and guile- 
less faith, have no doubts on matters appertaining to salvation. 
, . . Like them, we ought to trust for salvation to the 8™ple" 
word; but the devil is ever throwing some stumbling-block 
in our way." Another time, as his wife was givmg the breast 
to hislitlle Martin, he said, " The pope and duke George hate 
this child, and all belonging to me, as do their paitizans and the 
devil. However, they give no uneasiness to the dear child, 
and he does not concern himself what such powerful enemies 
may do. He sticks to the teat, or crows laughingly aloud, 
and leaves them to grumble their fill." One day, _ that Spala- 
tin and Lenharl Beler, pastor of Zwickau, were with hii^ he 
pointed to his little Martin playing with a doll, and said, i-ven 
8uch were man'a thoughts in Paradise, simple, mnocent, and 
free from malice or hypocrisy ; he must have b^n like this 
child when he speaks of God and is so sure of him. What 
must have been Abraham's feelings when he consented to offer 
up his only son! He said nothing of it to Sarah; he could 
not ' Of a verity, I should dispute God's commands vi-ere he 
to order me such a thing." On this, the doctor's wife broke 
in with, " I will not believe that God can ask any one to kill 
his own child." , ^ , 

■ " Ah I how my hunt »gh«d .fter mine own, when I lay 
siok to denlh at SmalkaUo. I thought that I ahonW neyor 
more see my wife or littie ones ; and how agonizmg waa the 
tbouBht! . . . There i. no one who can .o oveteome the 
flesh, as not to feel tliis bent of nature. Great isjhe force oi 
the social tie which knits man and wife together. 

It is fouchmg to see how each thmg that attracted his no- 
tice led Luther to pious reflections on the goodness of God, on 
tho .late of man before the fall, and on the life to come ; as, 
on Dr. Jon., l.ytog »» kis tablo aflno l»»gh li«len with cher- 
ries, his wife's delight on serving up a dish of Bsh f™ Jhei. 
cwn pond, the mero^ight of a rose, &o. . . On tho «h of 
April, 15S9, as the doctor wmi m his garden, ganng alten- 
lively at the trees, resplendent with flowers and foliage, he 
eitolimed with admiration, » Glory bo to God, who thus o.ll. 
to life inanimate creation in the spring. Look at those grace- 
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ful branches, already big with, fruit. Fine image this of man's 
resurrection : winter is death ; summer the resurrection !" 
After a violent storm on the evening of the 18th of April, 
1539, followed by a kindly rain, which restored the verdure 
of the fields and frees, he exclaimed, looking up to heaven, 
" This is thy gift, O my God, and to us ingrates, full of wick- 
edness ahd covetousness. Thou art a God of goodness ! This 
waa no work of Satan's; no, 'twas a beneficent thunder, shak- 
ing the earth, and opeaing it to make it bear its fruiis and 
spread a perfiime similar to that diffused by the prayer of the 
pious Christian." Another day, walking on the Leipaic road, 
and seeing the whole plain covered with the finest wheat,, Lu- 
ther exclaimed, with exceeding fervor, " O God of goodness, 
this fruitful year is thy giil ! Not for our piety is this, but to 
glorify thy holy name. Gnmt, my God, ihax we may amend. 
our lives and increase in thy Word ! With thee all is mira- 
cle. Thy voice brings out of the earth, and even out of the 
arid sand, those plants and those beauteous eara of wheat which 
gladden the sight. 0, my Father, ^ive all thy children their 
daily bread !" One evening, noticing a little bird perched 
on a tree as if to take up its roost for the night, Ito said, " This 
little thing has chosen its shelter, and is going peacefully to 
sleep ; it does oot disturb itself with thoughts of where it shall 
rest to-morrow, but composes itself tranquilly on its little 
branch, and leaves God to think for it." Towards evening, 
two birds began to build their nest in the doctor's garden, but 
were frequently disturbed by the passers by : " Ah '." he ex- 
claimed, " dear little birds, don't fly away ; I wish you well 
with all my heart, if you would only believe mo ! Even so 
we refuse to trust in God, who, far from wishing our harm, 
lias given his own Son for us." 



CHAPTER II. 

The Bible.— The Fathers.— The Schoolmen.— The Po|j a, —Councils 

DocTOK Martin Luther had written with chalk on the wall, 
behind his stove, the following words : — " He tliat is faithful in 
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that which ia least faithful also in much : and he that ia un- 
just in the least is unjust also in iguch." (Luke xvi. 10.) 
" The little infant Jesus (he showed him painted on the wall) 
is sleeping in the arras of Mary, his mother. He will awake 
one day, and demand an accountof what we have done". One 
day that Dr. Jonas was by, whilst Luther was being shaved, 
the latter said to him : " Original sia is within us, like the 
beard. We take it otf to-day, and have a smooth face ; to- 
morrow, it is grown again, and it will not cease growing whilst 
we live. Just so, original sin cannot be extirpated in us ; but 
springs up our life long. Nevertheless, we ought to resist it 
with-all our strength, and cut ii off without delay." " Human 
nature is so corrupt as not even to feel a want of heavenly 
things. It is like a new-born child, lo whom one would pro- 
mise in vain all the treasures and pleasures the earth yields ; 
the child is without a thought, and knows but its mother's 
breast. In like manner, when the GJospel speaks to us of 
eternal life through Christ Jesus, we turn a deaf ear, harden 
ourselves in the flesh, and indulge in frivolous and perishable 
thoughts. Human nature does not cornprehend, does not even 
feel, the mortal ill which weighs it down." " In divine thiogs, 
the Father is the Grammar, for he imparts words, and is the 
source whence flow good, pure, and harmonious sayings. The 
Son is Logic, and suggests arrangement, order, and sequence 
of ideas. The Holy Ghost is Elietoric, states, presses home, 
enlarges, and gives life and strength, so as to impress and bold 
the hearers' hearts." " The Trinity occurs throughout crea. 
tion. In the sun are substance, light, and heat; in rivers, 
substance, current, and force. So, in the arts ; in astronomy 
are motion, light, and influence ; in music, the three notes, re, 
mi, fa, &c. The schoolmen have neglected these important 
signs for silly trifles." " The decalogue is the doctrine iff 
doctrines ; the creed, the history of histories ; the Lord's prayer, 
the prayer of prayers ; the sacraments, tlie cereimnies of cere- 
momes." 

On his being asked whether those who had lived in the 
darkness of popery, and had not known the blessing of tiie 
Gospel, could be saved ? Luther replied : " I know not, save, 
perhaps, through baptism. I have seen the cross held out to 
many monks, on their death-bed, as was then the custom, and 
they may have been saved by their faith in Christ's merits and 
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sufferings." " Cicero is far superior in liis moral doctrine to 
Aristotle, and was a wise and laborious man, who did and who 
suffered much. 1 hope that our Lord will be merciful unto 
him and all like unto him; albeit it belongs not to ua Co spfeak 
with certainty. That God should not maJte exceptions and 
establish distinctions between pagans, is what one cannot say. 
There will be a new heaven and a new earth much larger and 
vaster than those of our day." Being asked whether the 
offended party ought to seek pardon of the offender, Luther 
replied, " No ; Jesus Christ himself has set us no example, and 
has led us no command of the kind. It is enough to pardon 
offences in one's heart ; and publicly, if convenient, and prayed 
so to do. I, indeed, once went to aalc pardon of two persons 
who had offended me, but they happened to be fiom home ; 
and I now thank God that I was not allowed to execute my 
purpose." Sighing one day at the thought of the sectaries who 
despised God'? word, "Ah!" he exclaimed, "were I a great 
poet, I would write a magnifieent poem on the utility and 
efficacy of the divine word. "Without it. . , . For many years 
I have read the Bible twice a year ; 'tis a great and mighty 
tree, each word of which is a branch. I have shaken them all, 
, so curious was I to know what each branch bore, and. each 
time I have shaken off a couple of pears or apples." "Por- 
erly un lor papal rules, men used to goon pilgrimages to the 
sa n s, to Rome, to Jerusalem, to St. James of Compostella, to 
exp te tl e r sias. Now we may make Christian pilgrimages 
the fiitl When we read attentively the prophets, the 
psaln g and the gospels, we peregrinate, not through the holy 
ciy but hrough our thoughts and hearts, to God. That is 
VIS t ng the true promised land, and the paradise of life eter- 
nal." " What are the saints compared with Christ ? Notliing 
more than small drops of night-dow on the beard of the bride- 
groom and in the curls of his hair." 

Luther did not like the miracles to be dwelt upon, consider- 
ing this kind of 'proof as secondary. " The convincing proofs 
are in Gtod's word. Our opponents read the translated Bible 
much more than we. I believe that duke George has read it 
more carefully than all the nobles on our side together. ' Pro- 
vided,' I hear he has said, ' provided the monk have finished 
the translation of the Bible, he may be off when he likes.'" 
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He used to say that Melancthon had forced him to translate tho 
Now Testament. 

" Let our adversaries fome and rage. God has not opposed 
a wall of slone or a mountain of brass to the waves of tlie sea ; 
a barl: of sand has been enough." 

" In my early days, whilst a monk, I used to be fond of 
reading my Bible, but to no use ; I merely made Christ a 
Mosea. Now I have found my beloved Christ. May I be 
tbanltful and steadfast, and suffer for his sake what I may bo 
called upon to sulTer." Why do we teach and keep the ten 
commandments ? The reason is, that nowhere is the natural 
law so well arranged and laid down as in Moses. I wish we 
had borrowed from him in temporal things as well ; such as the 
laws with regard to the hill of divorcement, the jubilee, the year 
of release, tithes, &c. ; the world would be all the better 
governed. ... So, the Romans took the Twelve Tables from 
the Greeks. ... As regards the Sabbath or Sunday, there is 
no necessity for keeping it ; but if we do, it ought to be, not on 
account of Moaes' commandment, but because nature toachea 
us from time to time to take a day of rest, in order tliat men 
and animals may reeruit their strength, and that we may 
attend the preaching of God's word. Since there is now-a- 
days a.general movement towards restoring all thmgs as if the 
day of the universal restoration were come, it ha t 

my head to try whether Moses also cannot bo resto d 1 th 
rivers i-eoalled to their source. I have taken c t t t 
every subject in the simplest fashion, aJid to av d y t 1 
interpretations as they are called. ... I see no th so 

for God's choosing lo form the Jewish people by th 
nies, than his knowledge of their aptness to be oa ht by x 
tcrnals. To prevent Uiese being empty phanton d 
images, he added his word to give them weight and bstan 
and render them grave and serious matters. I ha bj d 
to each chapter brief allegories ; not that I set mu h t bj 
them, but to anticipate the mania many have for 11 g 1 
writing; as we perceive in Jerome, Origen, and oil t 

writers an unfortunate and sterile habit of devising U 
to recommend morality and works, whereas it is th d d 

faith that ought to be insisted on." (April, 1625.) 

" My prayer is the Paier Nosier j and I am in the habit of 
blending with it something from tho Psalms, in order to con- 
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found false teachers, aad cover Ihem with shame. There is no 
prayer comparable to the Pater ; I prefer it to any Psalm." * 
" I frankly owa that I know not whether or no I am master of 
the full meaning of the Psalms ; although 1 have no douljts 
about Ely giving their correct sense. One man will be mis- 
taken in some passages; another, in others. I see things 
which Augustin overlooked ; and others, I am aware, will see 
things which I miss. Who will dare to assert that he has 
completely understood a single Psalm ? Our life is a begin- 
ning and a progress ; not a consummation. He is the best, 
who comes nearest to tlio spirit. There are stages in life tmd 
action, why not in understanding ? The apostle says, that we 
proceed from knowledge to knowledge." 

Of the New Testament. "The Gospel of St. John is the true 
and pure Gospel, the principal Gospel, because it contains 
more of Jesus Christ's own words than the rest. In like man- 
ner, the Epistles of St. Paul and St. Peter are far above {1) the 
Gospels of St. Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Luke. In fine, St. 
John's Gospel and his First Epistle, St. Paul's Epistles, espe- 
cially those to the Romans, Galatians, and Ephesians, and St. 
Peter's First Epistle, are the books which show thee Jesus 
Christ, and which teach thee all that it is necessary and useful 
for thee to know, though thou wert never to see any other 
book." He did not consider either the Epistle to the Hebrews 
or the Epistle of St. James of apostolic authority. Ho says of 
that of St, Jude : " No one can deny that this Epistle is an 
extract from or copy of the Second of St. Peter ; the words are 
almost identical. Jude speaks of the apostles as if he had been 
their disciple, and that they were dead ; and he cites texts and 
events nowhere to be found in Scripture," 

Luther's opinion on the Apocalypse is remarkable : " Every 
one," he says, " must form his own judgment on this work 
according to his lights and gifts. I do not wish to force my 
opinion on any one, but simply speak as I think. I look upon 
it as being neither apostolic nor pn phetic." . . . And, in 
another passage, " Many of the fathers have rejected this book ; 
and it is free to all to think of it as they shall be moved. For 
my own part, I cannot take to this work. One reason alone 
would give me a distaste to it ; which is, that Jesus Christ is 
neither adored nor preached in it such as we know him." 

' So aaya Montaigne in hia Essays, 
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Of the Fathers. " You may read Jerome for ihe sako of the 
history ; of faith, good true religion, and doctrine, there ia not 
a word in his works. I have already proscribed Origen. 
Chrysostom is no authority with me. Basil is but a monk ; I 
would not give a straw for him. Melancthon's Apology is 
beyond the writings of al! the doctors of the Church, not 
excepting Augustin ; Hilary and Theophylact are good, Am- 
brose also ; he walks steadily as to the most essential article, 
Ihe pardon of sins. Bernard, as a preacher, eclipses all the 
doctors ; in argument, he ia quite another man, and grants too 
much to the law and to free-will. Bonaventura is the best of 
the scholastic theologians. Amongst the fathers, Augustin 
holds, incontestably, the first place ; Ambrose, the second ; 
Bernard the third, TertuUian is a true Carlstadt, Cyril has 
the finest sentences. Cyprian the martyr is a poor theologian. 
Theophylact is the best interpreter of St. Paul." — (Arguments 
to prove that antiquity does not add to authority) : " We see 
how bitterly St. Paul complains of the Corinthians and Gala- 
tJans ; even amongst the apostles, Christ found a traitor in Ju- 
das." " There is never anything conclusive in the writings 
of the Fathers on the Bible ; they leave the reader suspended 
betwixt heaven and earth. Read Chrysostom, the best rheto- 
rician, and apealcer of all." He observes, that the Fathers said 
nothing of justificadon by grace during their life, but believed 
in it at their death. " This was more prudent, in order not to 
encourage mysticism or discourage good works. The dear 
Fathers have lived better than they have written." He 
eulogises the history of St. Epiphanius, and the poems of Pru- 
dentius. " Of all, Augustin and Hilary have written witli 
most clearness and truth ; the rest must be read cum judicio 
(with allowance). Ambt-oae was mised up with worldly mat- 
ters, as I am now ; being obliged to busy myself in the con- 
sistory with marriage matters, more tlian with God's word. . . . 
Bonaventura has been called the seraphic ; Thomas, the 
angelic ; Scot, the subtle ; Martin I,uther will be named tho 
arbh-heretic." Observing a portrait of St. Augustin in a book, 
representing him with a monk's cowl, Luther remarked, 
" They do the holy man wrong, for he lived just as the world 
about him, and used silver spoons and cups, not even secluding 
himself like the monks." " Macarius, Antony, and Benedict 
have done the Church great and signal injury with their 
16* 
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monkery; and 1 think they will be placed much lower in hca. 
ven than a pious God-fearing citizen, father of a family. St. 
Angustin pleases me more than all tlie rest. The doctrine he 
teaches is pure, and regulated with Christian humility, hy 
Holy Scripture, Augustin is favorable to marriage. He 
speais well of the bishops who were the pastors of his day ; 
but years, and his disputes with the Pelagians, embittered and 
distressed him at the last. . . . Had he witnessed the scandals 
of the papacy, he certainly would not have allowed them. He 
is the first Father of the Church who wrote on the subject of 
original sin." After having spoken of St. Auguslln, Luther 
adds, " But since God has given me grace to understand Paul, 
I have not been able to relish any doctors ; they have all be- 
come dwarfe in my eyes." " I know none of the Fathers 
whom I so much dislike as St, Jerome. He writes only on 
fasting, diet, virginity, &e., not a word on faith. Dr. Staupitz 
was wont to say, ' I should like to know how Jerome could be 
saved.' " 

" The nominalists are a sect of the upper schools to whom I 
used ta belong ; they are opposed to the Thoroists, Seotisls, and 
Alberlists. The name they give themselves is Occamists. 
They are the newest sect of all, and, at present, the most 
powerful, especially at Paris." Luther thinks highly of Peter 
Lombai-d's Master of Sentences ; hut considers that the school, 
men in general laid too much stress on free-will and too little 
on grace. " Gerson alone, of all the doctors, has made mention 
of spiritual temptations. All the rest, Gregory of Nazianzen, 
Augustin, Scotus, Thomas, Eichard, Occam, were conscious 
of corporal temptations'only. Gerson alone has written of dis- 
couragement. The Church, in proportion to her advancing 
years, cannot but experience spiritual temptations of the kind ; 
and we live ia this age of the Church. William of Paris, too, 
felt such temptations in a degree ; bai the schoolmen never 
attained the knowledge of the catechism. Gerson is the only 
one who reassures and revives conscience. , , . He has saved 
many poor souls from despair by lessening and extenuating 
the law, yet so as that the law shall remain. But Christ does 
not tap the cask, he breaks it in. He Says, 'Thou must not 
trust in the law, nor rely upon it, but upon me, upon Christ. 
If thou art not good, I am.' " "Dr. Staupitz one day speak- 
ing to ma of Andrew Zachary, who is said to have overcome 
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John Huss in disputation, told me that Dr. Prolos of Gotha 
seeing a portrait of Zachary, in which he was represented with 
a rose in his bonnet, exclaimed, ' God defend ine from ever 
wearing such a rose, for he overcame Joho Huss hy a trick, 
by means of a falsified Bible. You will find in the thirty- 
fqurth of Ezokiel, BehoU, I myself will visU and punish my 
aliepherds ;" to which they had added, 'and. not the people.' 
The members of the council showed him the text in his own 
Bible, which had been falsified as well as the rest, and then 
drew the conclusion, it is not your busmesa to punish the pope, 
as God lakes it upon himself. And so the holy man was con- 
demned and burnt.' " " Master John Agricola reading one of 
John Huss's works, full of spirit, of resignation, and of fervor, 
in which you saw how in his prison he suffered martyrdom from 
the stone, and was exposed to the rebukes of the emperor 
Sigismund, Dr. Luther admired such spirit and courage. . . ■ 
It is most unjust," he exclaimed, "to call John Huss and me 
heretics. . . . John Huss died not as an anabaptist, but as a 
Christian. We- discern Christian weakness in hipi; but, at 
the same time, strength from God arouses his soul and buoys 
him up. It is sweet and touching to see the struggle betwixt 
the flesh and the spirit in Christ and in Huss. . . . Constance 
is at the present day a poor, wretched city. God, I opine, has 
chastised it. . , . Joho Huss was burnt ; and I, too, with God's 
will, believe that I shall be put to death. He rooted out some 
thorns from Christ's vineyard by only attacking the scandals 
of the papacy, Bui I, Dr. Martin Luther, coming into a 
richly-soiled and well-tilled field, have attacked the pope's 
doctrine and overthrown it. . . . John Huss was the seed which 
had to bo harrowed in the earth and die, to spring up afterwards 
and grow with renewed strength. ■. . ." 

One day Luther improvised at table the following verse : — 

" Pestla eram vivens, morieiis ero mora tua, Papa."t 

" The head of antichrist is at once the pope and the Turk. 
The pope is antichrist's spirit, the Turk the flesh." 

" It is my poor and humble state (not to speak of the justice 



IS thy pl^ie living ; dying, I shall be thy death." 
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of my cause) which has been the pope's misfortTine. ' if/ he 
said to himself, ' I have defended my doetnoe against so maiiv 
kings and emperors, why should I fear a simple monk i' Had 
he loolted upon me as a dangerous enemy, he might have 

crushed me at the outset I confess that I have been too 

violent, but not with regard to the papacy. One ought to have 
a language on purpose to use against it, every word of which 

should be a thunderbolt The papists are confounded and 

conquered by the fesUmoniea of Scripture. Thank God I 
know their errpr under its every aspect, fl-om the alpha to the 
mnega.^ Yet, even now, when they confess the Scriptures to 
be against them, the splendor and majesty of the pope some 
times dazzle me, and 1 attack him with trembling. . . The 
pope said to himself, 'Shall I give way \o a monk: who seeks 
to despoil me of my crown and my majesty ? A fool if I do !' 
1 wou^ give both my hands to believe as firmly, as surely in 
Jesus Chns^as the pope believes Jesus Christ to be nothing. . . . 
Others, as Erasmus and John Huss, have attacked the morals 
01 the popes. But I have pulled down the two pillars on which 
the popedom rested — vows an,d private masses." 

QfComcils. " Councils are not for the orderintr of faith 
but of discipline," 

_ Dr. Martin Luther raised his eyes one day to heaven, 
fflghed, and exclaimed, " Ah ! for a general, free, and trulv 
Christian council! God can do it; 'tis his business ; he knows 
and holds in his hand the inmost thoughts of men " 

"When Peter Paul Vergerius, the pope's legate, came to 
Wittemberg m the year 1533, and that I called upon him, he 
oiled and summoned me to appear at the council. 'I will ' I 
said, adding, ' As for you papists, you labor in vain. If you 
hold a council, you, do not take into consideration the sacra- 
'"^i"^-i'l'-^^^''^"°" ^'y ^^'"^' g<"^ '^^'■^s, but only babblina 
and childish matters, such as the length of robes, the width of 
pn^ts girdles, &c.' He turned away from me, leant his 
head on his hand, and said to a person with him, ' Of a truth 
this man goes to the root of tiie matter.' " It being asked 
when the pope would convene a council ? " There will be 
Done, said Luther, " before the last day, and then our Lord 
bwl will himself hold a council." Luther's advice was, not 
toretuse attending a council, but to require it to be free. '< If 
this be denied, we cannot have a better excuse." 
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Of EccksiasHcal Fn^erly. Luther wished it to be applied 
to the support of schools, and poor fheologiea! students. He 
deplores the spoliatioiiof the churches, and predicts that princes 
will soon quarrel for the spoil. " The pope is now lavishing 
ecclesiastical property on catholic princes, in order to buy 
friends and allies. ... It is not bo much our princes of the 
confession of Augsburg who pillage the church, as Ferdinand, 
the emperor, and tlie archbishop of Mentz. The Bavarians, 
who have rich abbeys, are the greatest robbei-s. My gracious 
lord and the landgrave have only poor monasteries of meodi- 
cant monks in their territories. At the diet, it was proposed 
to place the monasteries at the disposal of the emperor, who 
would have garrisoned them. I said, ' Tou musljksl bring all 
the monasteries together into one spot. Who would svffer ike 
emperor's oncers in his territories ?'■ The archbishop of Menta 
was the instigator of the proposition." In answer to a letter 
of the king of Denmark's, asking for his advice, Luther dis- 
approves of the annexation of church property to the crown. 
" Look," he says, " at our prince, John Frederick, how he 
applies the property of the church to the support of pastors and 
profe^ors." " The proverb is in the right, ' Priests' goods do 
no good.' (jifaffengui. rafferigut.) Burchaid Hund, councillor 
to John, elector of Saxony, was wont to say, ' We nobles have 
annexed church lands to our fiefs, and tlie church lands have 
devoured our fiefs, so that We now have neither the one nor 
the other.' " Luther adds the fable of the fox, who revenges 
the loss of his cubs by burning down the tree, with the 
eagle's nest and eaglets in it. An oW tutor of Ferdinand's 
son {king of the Romans), named Severas, was telling Luther 
the story of the dog that fought for his piece of meat, yet took 
his share of it, when the oilier dogs snatched it from him. 
" Exactly what the emperor is now doing," exclaimed Luther, 
" with the estates of the church." (Alluding to Utrecht and 
Liege.) 

Of Cardinals and Bishops. "In Italy, France, England, 
a;id Spain, the bishojjs are commonly the royal councillors, 
the reason being, that they are poor. But in Germany, where 
fliey are rich, powerful, and enjoy great consideration, the 
bishops govern in their own name. ... I shall strive to the 
utmost to preserve the canonries and small bishoprics, so as to 
endow out of their revenues preachers and pastors for the 
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towns. The largn bishojirics shall be secularised." Dining 
with the elector of Saxony on Ascension-day, and it having 
been settled that the bishupa were to preserve their authority, 
provided they abjured the pope, Luther said, " Our people 
shall examine them, and shall ordain them by imposition of 
hands. This is the way I am bishop." The origin of mooliS 
being started ia the disputations at Heidelberg, the reply was, 
" God having made priests, the devil wished to imitate him, 
but made the tonsure too great, and thence monks." " Monkery 
will never be re-established so long as the doctrine of justifica- 
tion shall be understood in its purity," Monies were formerly 
so highly esteemed, th^t the pope feared them more than kings 
and bishops ; for they had the comraoa people in their hands. 
The monks were the pope's best fowlers. The king of Eng- 
land gains nothing by no longer recognizing the pope as (he 
head of Christendom ; he only torments 3ie body, whilst 
strengthening the soul of the papacy." (Henry VIII. had not 
yet suppressed the monasteries.) 



CHAPTER ill. 

Of Schools, Universities, and the liberal arts, 

" Sciioots ought to supply pastors, for edification and the sup- 
port of the church. Schools and pastors are better than 
councils." 

" I hope, if the world goes on, that tho universities of 
Erfurth and Lcipsic will revive and flourish, provided they 
adopt sound views of theology, as they seem disposed to do ; 
but some will have to go to slepp first I was at first surprised 
that a university should have been established heie, at Wit- 
tembetg Erfurth is excellently situated for the purpose. 
There must be a town on the spot, even though the present, 
which God ibibid, •should be burnt down This university 
was formerly so renowned, that ali others were considered 
only small srhnols m comparihin But inw its !;liiie=! have 
disapppaied and il is iln^rthtei lead " Mi'^ttrs w le for- 
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merly put forward and honored ; torches used to be borne 
before them. Never was joy in the world comparable to that. 
Taking a doctor's degree was also made a high festival of; 
one paraded round the town on horsebacli, and dressed oneself 
more carefully and ostentatiously than usual. All that ia 
over; but I. wish those good customs were revived." "Wo 
to Germany, who neglects schools, despises thetn, and allows 
them to go to decay ! Wo to the archbishop of Mentz and 
hcfurth, who might with a word resuscitate the universities 
of those two cities, and who leaves them desolate and deserted ' 
"One nook of Germany, that in which we are, still, thanks to 
God, flourishes in purity of doctrine and culture of the liberal 
arts. The papisla will be for rebuilding the fold, when the 
^olf shall have eaten the sheep. It is the bishop of Mentz's 
fault, who is a scourge to schools, and all Germany ; and so 
is he justly punished for it. His face is the hue of death, like 
clay tempered with blood." 

*' The most celebrated and best school is at Paris, in Franco. 
It has twenty thousand students and upwards. The theolo- 
gians there have the pleasantest spot in the whole city ; being 
a street to themselves, with gates at each end ; it is called the 
Sorbmne, a name derived, I fiincy, from the fruit of the 
service tree (Sorhus), which grows by the Dead Sea, ani 
which, beautiful without, are only ashes within. Even so the 
University of Paris shows a goodly multitude, but is the mother 
of many errore. In disputing, they bawl like drunken 
peasants, in Latin and in French; so that' the auditors are 
obliged to stamp with their leet to silence them. Before one 
can take one's degree as doctor of theology one 's obl^ed to 
have bee a s udent of the r soph st cal and fut le log c for te 
yea The respondent must s t a wl ole day and d p e 

V h every co er fron s x m the morn gtosx ntlee e 
n ng \t Bou ges n F ance at tl e publ c crea f 

doctors m Ihetloo-y wh ch takes place n the me ojyl n 
chur i fl e e eacl doctor has a et p, ven 1 n a^ a 
seem ngly th t tl e r bus ness is to oa c en W 

thanks to God have n vers t es vh h have e nbrac d he 
word of Cod and many excellent pr va e scho h b s des 
vh ch d splay good d s o ons as tl ose at Z v 1 au To sau 
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education is insufficient. The magistracy ought to superin. 
tend the education of tho young, and the establishment of 
schools is one of their chief duties. Public of&ces, too, should 
only be entrusted to the most learned. So important is the 
study of tongues, that the devil feara it, and seeks to extin- 
guish it. Is it not through this study that we have re-dis- 
covered the true doctrine 1 The first thing Christ gave to his 
apostles was the gift of tongues." LuSier complains thai 
Latin is no longer known in the monasteries, and hardly Ger- 
man. " For my own part, if I ever have children, and my 
fortune permits it, I wUl make them masters of tongues, and 
of histoiy, and have them taught music and mathematics as 
well ;" on this he branches forth into a eulogium on poets and 
historians, " Children should at least be sent an hour or two 
daily to school ; and the rest of their time be employed in the 
house, or in learning some trade." " There ought to be 
schools for girls likewise." " Public libraries ought to be 
establislied, and furnished at first with theological works, in 
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, and German ; next, with books to 
form the style, as the orators and poela, it matters not whether 
they be Christian or pagan ; then works on the liberal and 
mechanical arts; legal and medical works; then, annals, 
chronicles, and histories, in the languages in which they were 
written ; these ai'e the works which should hold the first place 
in a library." 

Of Languages. " The Greeks, compared with the He- 
brews, have a number of good and pleasing words, but have 
no sentences. The Hebrew language is the richer ; it does 
not beg, as Greek, Latin, and German do ; and it is not forced 
to recur to compound words. The Hebrews drink at the 
source ; the Greeks from the stream ; the Latins from the 
bog." " I have little facility in Latin, brought up as I was 
in the barbai'ism of scholastic teaching." (Nov. 13th, 1544.) 
" I follow no particular dialect of German ; but use the com. 
mon tongue, so as to be understood in Upper ajid Lower Gof- 
many. I model myself on the usage of the chancery court 
of Saxony, which is followed by all in GSermany, in their pub- 
lic acts, whether kings, princes, or imperial cities, so that it 
has become the general tongue. Thus the emperor Maxi- 
milian and the elector Frederic of Sasony have reduced the 
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German dialects to one fixed tongue. The language of the 
Marches is still sweeter than that of Saxony." 

Of Grammars. " Grammar ia one thing, the Hebrew lan- 
guage another. The Jews have, for the most part, lost the 
Hebrew language and positive grammar, which have declined 
with their state itself and with their understanding, as Isaiah 
eays (ch. xxix.). The rabbia are no authority iu sacred mat- 
ters ; they torture and do violence to etymology and construc- 
tion, because they desire to force the matter by the words, to 
subject it to the words ; whereas it is the matter which ought 
to command them. You see similar disputes between the 
Ciceronians and other Latinists, For my part, I am neither 
Latinist nor grammarian, still less Ciceronian; yet side with 
those who lay claim to the latter title. And so, in sacred 
literature, I would prefer being simply Mosaic, Davidic, or 
Isaiahic, to being a Hebrew Kimchi, or like any other rabbi." 
(a.d. 1537.) "I regret not having more time to devote to the 
study of poets and rhetoricians ; I had bought a Homer in 
order to become Greek." (March 29th, 1523.) "If I were 
to write a treatise on logic, I would reject every foreign word, 
asp'opo^io, syllogismas, eitiliyTnema, exeinplum, &c., and give 
them German synonyms. . , . They who introduce new 
words ought also to introduce new things, as Scot with his 
reaUijf, his hiccUy ; and as the Anabaptists and preachers of 
sedition with their Besprengung, En^ohung, Gelassenheii. 
Let us beware, then, of all who study to devise new and un- 
usual words." Luther cited the fable of the lion's court, and 
said, " That after the Bible, he knew no better books than 
.SIsop's fables and Cafo's works, and that Donatus seemed to 
him the best grammarian. These fables are not the work of 
any one man ; many great minds have devoted themselves to 
their composition at each epoch of the world. 

Of Mm of Learaing. "In a few years, they will not be 
to be found. You may dig to unearth them, but to no pur- 
pose ; Grod is too much sinned against." 

To a Friend. " Do not give in to the fear of Germany's 
becoming more barban us than ever, by the discredit into 
which letters will be brought by our theology." (March 29th, 
1523.) 

17 
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CHAPTER IV. 

TlieDrama.— Music— Asti-olcgy.— Printing.— Banking. 

Of Tkealrical Eepresentaiions. Luther does not blame a 
schoolmaster for getting up Terence's plays. He recapitu- 
lates the various advantages derivable from the drama. If 
you keep away from plays because they treat of love, you 
must on the same principle fear reading the Bible. " Our 
dear Joachim has asked me for wiy opinion on those plays from 
aacred story, which many of our ministers blame. Briefly, 
then, here it is. The command is, that all men are to spread 
and propagate God's word, by all means ; not by preaching 
only, but by writings, paintings, sculpture, psalms, songs, mu- 
sic ; for, as the Psalm says, ' Praise him leith the tiinlrel and 
dance : 'praise Aim jeii/t stringed wMruments tmd organs.' And 
Moses says, , . . 'and ye shall bind them for a sign upon your 
hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes. . . . and 
thou skalt write them ujmi the door-posts of thine house, and 
upon % gales.'- Moses wishes the word to be a fronllet be- 
tween the eyes, and how can that be done better and more 
clearly than by representations of the kmd, grave and modest 
ones, and not by farces, as formerly, under the papacy? 
Spectacles of this nature take the eyes of the people, and 
work upon them frequently much more than pub p eaci 
ings. I know that in Lower Germany, where the pub c p o- 
fession of the Gospel is prohibited, dramas, draim f om e 
Law HJid the Gospel, have converted numbers." (An I 5 h 
1543.) ^ ^ 

Of Music. " Music is one of tho finest and m n gn fi 
cent of God's gills. Satan hates it. It dispels e Tip ons 
and evil thoughts ; the devil cannot hold out agains 
Some of the nobility and of the courtiers think tha my 
cious lord might spare three thousand florins a yea f n u e 
thirty thousand are expended on useless maltei-s Duke 

George, the landgrave of Hesse, and John Frederick, elector' 
of Saxony, used to keep singers and musicians ; now it is the 
duke of Bavaria, the emperor Ferdicaad, and (he emperor 
Charles who do so." Luther being entertained (Dec. 17th, 
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1538) in theliouse of a musical family, who played to him to 
his great delight, he bursts out with, " If oar Lord grants us 
such noble gifts in this life, which is but filth and misery, 
what will it be in the life everlasting ? This is a foretaste." 
"Singing is the best exercise; it has do concern with the 
word. . . . Therefore do I rejoice that God haa refused to 
the peasants {aUuding, no doubt, lo the peasants in revolt) so 
great a gift and comfort. They do not understand music, and 
listen not to the word." He one day said to a harp-player, 
" My friend, play me such an air as David used to play. 
Were he to return to earth, I think he would be surprised to 
find such sliilful players." " How happens it that we have 
uow-a-days so many fine things of a worldly kind, and nothing 
but what is cold and indifferent of a spiritual (and he repeated 
some German songs) ? I cannot agree with those who despise 
music, as do all dreamera and mystics." "... I will ask 
the prince to devote this money to tlie establishment of a mu- 
sical academy." (April, 1541.) 

On Uie 4th of October, 1530, he writes to Ludovic Senfel, 
a mcsician of the court of Bavaria, to ask him to set tlie In 
pace m id ipsum to music : " The love of music overpowers 
my fear of being refused, when you shall see a name which, 
no doubt, you hate. This same love also gives me the hope 
that my letters will involve you in no disagreeables. Who 
could reproach you on their account, even were he a Tui'k 1 

. . . After theology, no art ca ' . . . - -.■> ^ " 

Luther, introducing a painter i 

Amsdorf, says : " I know not whether you want his si 

I sliould like, however, to see your dwelling more tasteful and 

ornamented, on a unt f tb flesh whi h is the better for 

some recreation, p d d be aleo and u bj lonable." 

(Feb. 6th, 1542.) 

Of Faintmg. — Lu h s pan pi 1 s a^ n 1 e pope were 
seldom published w th ymlxil o n a ng "As for 

these three furies 1 ays n plan n f e of these 
satirical engravin I had n h n Ise n nay n nd, when I 

applied them to the pope, than to express the atrocity of the 
papa! abomination by these, the most forcible and most revolt- 
ing figure known to the Latin tongue; for the Latins. know 
not what Satan or the devil is, any more than the Greeks and 
other nations." (May 8th, 1545.) Lucas Cranach was the de- 
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signer of these figures. Luther says :, " Master Lucas has 
little delicacy of feeling; he might have spared the other 
sex, in consideration of our mothers and of God's work ; and 
he might have painted other forms, worthier of the pope, I 
mean more diabolical." , (June 3d, 1545.) I will do my uU 
moat, if I live, to make Lucas substitute a more decent paint- 
ing for this ohscene one." (June 15th.) Luther professed 
great admiration for Albert Diirer; and, on hearing of his 
death, wrote : " It is painful, no doubt, to have lost him. Let 
us rejoice, however, that Christ has released him by so happy 
an end from this world of misery and of trouble, whicJi soon, 
perhaps, wilt be desolated by greater troubles still. Giod has 
been unwilling to suffer him, who was born for happiness, to 
see such calamities. May he rest in peace with his fathers !" 
(April, 1538.) 

Of Astronomy and Astrology. " It is true that astrologers 
may predict the future to the ungodly, and announce the death 
which awaits them, for the devil knows the thoughts of the 
ungodly, and has them in his power." Mention being made 
of a new astronomer, who was for proving that it is the earth 
that revolves, and not the firmament, the sun, and the moon ; 
it being the same, he said, with us as with men in a carriage 
or a ship, who think they see the shore and the trees moving 
past them,* Luther observed :" So it is with the world now- 
a-days; men, to be thought clever, won't content themselves 
with what others do and know. The fool wishes to change 
the whole art of astronomy ; but, as holy Scripture saith, 
Joshua commanded the sua, not the earth, to stand still." 
" Astrologers are in the wrong in attributing to stars the evil 
influences which proceed from comets." "Master Philip 
(Melancthon) has often tried, but could never make me a be- 
liever in the art. He maintains it to be a real art ; but that no 
professor of it is an adept." A nativity being shown'him, 
L th d It a beautiful and pleasing fancy, and flat- 

t nf, t th und tanding. You proceed regularly from 

n lin t b th .... It is with astrology as with the 
a f th pb ts de decern prcedicamentis reaUier dislinclis } 

11 f 1 ad t fieia! : but, in this vain and factitious 
t! admirable unity, and, notwithstanding the 

• Alluding, no doubt, lo Copernicus. 
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lapse of ages, and the diversity of sects that have arisen — 
Thomists, Albcrtisls, Scotists — its followers have remained 
faithful to the same rules." " Sciences which Isave matter 
for their object are uncertain ; for matter is mthout form, and 
is without qualities and properties. Now, astrology has mat- 
ter for its object," &c. " The astrologers had predicted that 
there would bo a deluge in 1534, and It did not take place 
until the following year, the epoch of the revolt of the pea- 
sants. Burgomaster Hendorf, however, had a quart of beer 
taken up to the top of his house, to wait for the deluge there," 
Master Philip said that the emperor Charles would live to 
be eighty-four. Dr. Luther replied ; " The world will not 
last so long. Kzekiel is against it. If we drive outthe Turk 
the prophecy of Daniel is fulfilled; and, of a certainty, the 
day of judgment is then at hand." A large red star, which 
had appeared in the sky, and which subsequently took the 
shape of a cross in 1516, appeared again, " but this time," 
says Luther, " t!ie cross seemed to be broken, for the Gospel 
was obscured by seels and revolts. I see nothing certain in 
such signs ; they are commonly diabolical and deceitful. We 
have seen many in these latter fifteen years." 

CfFrinting. "Printing is the best and highest gift, the 
summuffl. et postremwn donum, by which God advanceth the 
Gospel. It is the last flame which shines before the extinc- 
tion of the world. Thanks to God that it hath come at last. 
Holy fathers, now at rest, have desired to see this day of tlie 
revealed Gospel." Being shown a writing of the Fuggers, in 
letters of fantastical shape, so that no one could read it, he 
said, " This is invented by able men, arJ men of forethought ; 
but such an invention is the sign of a most corrupt age. We 
read that Julius Cfesar employed similar letters. It is said 
that the emperor, instructing his secretaries, makes them 
write, on matters of importance, in two contradictory man- 
ners, and that they know not to which of the two he shall affix 
his seal." 

Of Banking, " A cardinal, bishop of Brixen, reputed very 
wesJthy, having died at Rome, no money was found upon 
him, but only a small note in hia sleeve. Pope Julius II., 
suspecting it to be a letter of change, sent instantly for the 
agent of Uie Fuggers at Rome, and inquired whether he knew 
the hand f ' Yes,' ho replied, ' it is the acknowledgment of 
17* 
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Fugger and Cki. for three liundred tliousand florins.' The pope 
asked him whether he could pay all iliis money ! ' Direetly,' 
was the reply. The pope then Bent for the French and Eng. 
iish cardinals, and asked them whether their kings could raise 
three tons of gold in an hour 1 They answered, ' No.' ' Well,' 
he said, ' a burgess of Augsburg can.' " " Fugger having 
one day fo give in a return of his property to the council of 
Augsburg, told tbem that he could not say what he was worth, 
for that his money was out all over the world, in TuTkey, 
Greece, Alexandria, France, Portugal, England, Poland, &c. ; 
but that ho could tell them what he had in Augsburg if they 
liked." 



CHAPTER V. 



"Oh! how I trembled when I had to ascend the pulpit for 
the first time ! But I was forced to preach, and to the brothers 
first of all, . . , Under this very pear-tree where we are now 
standing, I adduced fifteen arguments to Dr. Staupitz against 
my vocation for the pulpit: at last I said, ' Dr. Staupiiz, you 
wish to kill me ; I shall not live three months.' He answered 
me, ' Well, our Lord has great business on hand above, and 
wants able men.' " " I set about collecting my works into 
volumes, with but little zeal and ardor ; I feel Saturn's hun. 
ger, and wish to devour ali, for there are none of my books 
which please me, if I except the Treatise on the Bondage of 
the WiU, and the Catechism." (July 9th, 1537.) " I do not 
like Philip to be present at my lectui-es or sermons ; but I place 
the cross before me and say, ' Philip, Jonas, Pomer, and iha 
rest, have nothing to do with the matter ;' and tlien I endeavor 
to fancy that no one has sat in the pulpit abler than myself." 
JDr. Jonaa said to him, " Sir doctor, I cannot at all follow you 
in your preachmg." Luther replied, " I cannot myself; for 
my subject is often suggested either by sometliing personal. 
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or some private rtiiittcr, according !o times, circumstances, and 
hearers. Were 1 young, I siiouliJ like to retrench many 
!hings in my sermons, for I have been too woi-dy." " I wish 
the people to be taught the Catechism well. 1 found myself 
upon it in all my sermons, and I preach as simply as possible. 
I want the common people, and children, and servants, to un- 
derstand me. I do not enter the pulpit for the sake of the 
learned ; they have ray boolts." 

Dr. Erasmus Alberus, being about to leave for the March, 
asked Luther how he should preach before the prince. "Your 
sermons," said he, " ought to be addressed, not to princes, but 
to the rude and simple people. If, in mine, I was thinking of 
Melancthon and the other doctors, I should do no good ; but 
I preach solely for the ignorant, and that pleases all. Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin, I spare until we learned ones come together ; 
and, then, ' we make it so curled and finical that God himself 
wondereth at us.' " " Albert Barer, the famous painter of 
Nuremberg, used to say that he took no pleasure in paintings 
ciiai^ed with colors, but in those of a less ambitious kind. I 
say the same of sermons." " Oh ! how happy should I have 
been when I was in the monastery of Erfurth, if I could once, 
but once, have heard but one poor little word preached on the 
Gospel, or on the least of the Psalms." "Nothing is more 
acceptable or more useful to the general run of hearers, than 
to preach the law and examples. Sermons on gi'ace and on 
justification are cold to their eai-s." Amongst the qualities 
which Luther desiderates in a preacher, ia a fine person, and 
tliat he be such as to make himself loved by good women and 
maidens,. In his Treatise on Mmastic Voms, Luther asks 
pardon of the reader for saying many things, which are usually 
passed over in silence. " Why not dare to say what the Holy 
Ghost, for the instruction of men, has dictated to Moses ? 
But we wish our ears to be purer than the mouth of the Holy 
Ghost." 

To J. Brentius. " I seek not to flatter or to deceive thee, 
and I do not deceive myself when I say, that I prefer thy 
writings to my own. It is not Brentius whom I praise, but 
the Hdy Ghost, who is gentler and easier in thee, _ Thy words 
flow pure and limpid. My style, rude and unskilful, vomits 
forth a deluge, a chaos of words, boisterous and impetuous as 
a wrestler contending with a thousand successive monstei-a ; 
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and, if I may presume to compare small tilings with great, 
methinks there has been vouchsafed me a portion of the four, 
fold spirit of Elijah, rapid as the wind and devouriog as fire, 
which roots up mountains and dashes rocka to pieces ■ and to 
thee, on the contrary, the mild m n f th 1 ht d 

freshing breeze. I feel, howeve mf f h d 

alion that our common Father hath d tl h m se 
family, of each servant ; of the h d a^ t h h d 1 
rough against the rough, to be used 1 p dg a^ai t 

hard knots. To clear the air and f rt 1 th 1 tl n 

which falls and sinks as the dew t h — tl th d 

storm is still required." (Augu t ^Ut! 1530) I f 

from believing myself without fa 1 b I t h 1 

glorify myself with St. Paul, tha I t b d f by 

pocrisy, and that I have always spoken the tiuth, perhaps, it 
is true, a little too harshly. But I wouldrather sin in dissem. 
inating the truth with hard words, than shamefully retain it 
captive. If great lords are hurt by them, they can go about 
their own business, without thinking of mine or of my doc- 
trines. Have I done them any wrong or injustice 1 If I sin, 
it will be for God to pardon me." (Feb. 6th, 1522.) 

STs Spdlatin. "I cannot deny that I was more violent than 
I need have been ; but they knew it, and should not have pro. 
voked the dog. You can judge by yourself how difficult it 
is to moderate one's fire, and restrain one's pen. And henee 
I liave always hated appearing in public ; but the more I hate, 
the more I am forced to it in my own despite." (Feb., 1520.) 
He often said, " I keep three savage dogs, IngrcUiiude, Fride, 
and Envy j he whom they bite is well-bitten." " When 1 die, 
the papists will discover the kind of adversary they have had 
in me. Other preachers will not observe the same measure, 
the same moderation. They have found this out with Manzer, 
Carlstadt, Zwingle, and the Anabaptists." " When roused to 
anger, I become firmer, and keener witted. . All my tempta- 
tions and enemies are put to flight. I never write or speak 
better than when in anger." 

To Michael Marx. " Thou canst not think how I love to 
see my adversaries daily rising up more against oie. 1 am 
never haughtier or bolder than when I hear I have offended 
them. Doctors, bishops, princes, what are they to me ? It is 
written : ' Wlty do the heathen rage, and tJie people imagine a 
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vain ihijig ? The kings of the earth set themselves, and ike 
rulers take coansel together against the Lord, and against Ids 
anointed /' 1 have such a contempt for these Satans, that if I 
were not retained here, I would straight to Eome in my hate 
of the devil and all thoao furies. But I must have patience 
with the pope, with my disciples, with my servants, with 
Catherine von Bora, with every one ; and my life is nothing 
else than patience." 
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Dealll of Luther's Falhot. of his Daughter, &c. 

" There is no union or society so sweet and liappy as a well- 
assorted marriage. It is delightful to soe a husband and wife 
hviDg in unity and peace. But then nothing can be more 
bitter or more pamful than the dissolution of the tie. Next in 
bilterneaa is the doatb of obildren; and this last sorrow, alas' 
1 hove experienced." " I am writing in a melancholy mood, 
tor I have just hoard of my father's death; that old Luthep 
so good md so beloved. And though, through me, he has 
had so peaceable and pious a death in Christ, and though de- 
hvered from the terrors of this world, he rests in everfastins 
peace, nevorlheless, my bowels yearn, and I am moved to thS 
soul— for was it not to him that, by God's will, I owed my 
being ? In a letter the same day, to Melancthon ; " I succeed 
to his name, and now I am to my family the old Luther. It 
IS now my turn and my right to follow him thtouKh death to 
that liingdom promised us by Christ, as we, with him are 
miserable and despised among men. . . . How I Pojoioe that 
he lived in these times, and that he was enabled to see the 
lightof the truth ! To God be blessmg and praise, and thanks 
„ wJ" ","' "^ "" '■"' 'i««e™ '■" (61h June, 1530.) 
When the news came from Freyberg, that MaMor Hans, 
mann was dead, wo kept it from doctor Luther, and told him 

fi, i . 1° "■ '"' "■" ''■' l" '■" "-'■"■l to lii> hod, and 
then that he was sweetly asleep in leans. The doctor began 
to weep loudly, and said, ' Theso are perilous times : God is 

^'yif.J"' °"" "^ "= S»™'i I P'T M" lliat my wife 
and children may not live long .(fer me.' Ho remained sit 
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ling all the day, weeping and bemoaning himself. Tliere were 
with hiin, doctor Jonas, Master Philip (Melancthon), Master 
Joachim Camerarius, and Gaspard von Keckeritz, and he sat 
amongst them, weeping piteously," (A. d. 1538.) 

When ha lost his daugliter Madeleine, aged fourteen, hia 
wife cried and lamented, but he said to her, " My dear Cathe- 
rine, think where she is gone ; to a certainty she has made a 
happy exchange. The flesh bleeds, indeed ; that is our na- 
ture; but the spirit exults and finds all as it should be. 
Young people think not of disputing ; as we tell them, so they 
believe ; with them all is natural. They pass away without 
regret or anguish, without the trials and temptations even of 
death itself, almost without bodily pain ; just as if they fell 
asleep.". . ■ As his daughter lay veiy ill, he exclaimed, 'I 
love her much ! but, O my God ! if it be thy will to take her 
hence, I would give her up to Ihee without one selfish mur- 
mur." And when she was on her death-bed, he said to her, 
" My dearest child, my own Madeleine, I know you would 
gladly stay with your father here, and you will equally be 
ready to go to your Father which is in heaven ! will you not V 
And she replied, " Oh yes, my dear father, as God wills." 
" Dear little girl," he continued, " the spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak." He walked to and fro perturhedly, and said, 
" Ah yes ! I have loved this dear child too much. ■ If the flesh 
is so strong, what becomes of the spirit V 

He said, amongst other things, " God has not given such 
good gifts these thousand years to any bishop as he has to me. 
We may glorify ourselves in the gifts of G!od. Alas ! I hate 
myself that I cannot rejoice now as I ought to do, nor render 
sufficient thanks to God. I try to lift up my heart from time 
to time to our Lord in some little hymn, and to feel as I ought 
to do." " Well ! whether we live or die, dondni swmus, in the 
genitive or the nominative.* Come, sir doctor, be firm," 

" The night before Madeleine's death, her mother had a 
dream. She dreamed that she saw two fair youths beauti- 
fully attired, who came as if they wished to take Madeleine 
away with them, and conduct her to be married. When Philip 
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Melanctlion came the nest morning and asked the lady how it 
was with her daughter? she related her dream, at which he 
seemed frightened, and remarked to others, ' that the young 
men were two holy angels, sent to carry the maiden to the 
true nuptials of a heavenly kingdom.' She died that same 
day. When she was in the agony of death, her father threw 
himself on his knees by her bedside, and weeping bitterly, 
prayed io God that he would spare her. She breathed her 
last in her father's arms. Her mother was in the room, but 
not by the bed, on account of the violence of her grief. The 
doctor continued to repeat, ' God's will be done ! My child 
has another Father in heaven !' Then master Philip observed, 
that the love of parents for their children was an image of the 
Divine love impressed on the hearts of men. God loves man- 
kind no less than parents do their children. When they 
placed her on the bier, the ikther exclaimed, ' My poor, dear 
little Madeleine, you are at rest now.' Then, looking long 
and fixedly at her, he said, ' Yes ! dear child, thou shalt rise 
again, shalt shine like a star ! Yes! like the sun! . , . lam 
joyful in spirit ; but oh ! how sad in the fl^h ! It is a strange 
feeling this, to know she is so certainly at rest, that she is 
happy, and yet to be eo sad.' " 

" And when the people came who were to help to carry the 
body, and said to him, as usual, how much they sympathized 
in his grief, ho said to them, ' Ah ! grieve no more for her, 
she is now a saint in heaven. Oh ! that we may each experi- 
ence such a death : such a death I would willingly die this 
moment.' While they were singing — ' Lord, remember not 
our sins of old,' he added, ' not only our old sins, but those of 
to-day, this day ; for we are greedy, covetous, &c. The 
scandal of the mass still exists.' On returning from the burial, 
he said, amongst other things, — ' The fate of our children, and 
above all of girls, is ever a cause of uneasiness. I do not fear 
so much for boys; they can find a living anywhere, provided 
they know how to work. But it is different with girls ; they, 
poor things, must search for employment staff in hand. A boy 
can enter the schools, and become a shining character {em 
feiner jrtan), but a girl cannot do much to advance herself, 
and she is easily led away by bad example, and is lost. . . . 
Therefore, I gjve up without regret this dear one to our 
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To Jonas. " Report has, no doubt, infovmed you of the 
transplanting of my daughter Madeleine to the kingdom of 
Christ; and although my wife and I ought only to think of 
offering up joyful thanics to the Almighty tor her happy de- 
liverance and end, by which she has escaped from all the 
snares of the world, the flesh, the Turks, and the devil ; never- 
theless the force of instinct (rft "opj-Dsj is so great, that I cannot 
forbear from tears, sighs, and groans, — say rather, my very 
heart dies within me. I feel engraven on my inmost soul her 
features, her words, and actions ; all that she was to me ia 
life and 1 eal ! and o her sick bed, my dear, my dutiful 
child. The dead of Christ himself (and oh .' what are all 
deaths i co j a ison ?) cannot tear her from my thoughts, as 
it should Si e V , as you know, so sweet, so amiable, 

so full of end ess (September 23d, 1542.) 



CHAPTER II. 
Of Equity ; of Law.— Opposition of tlia Theologians to tiie Jurists. 

" It is better to direct one's conduct by natural reason than ly 
the wnttert law, for reason is ll»e soul and queen of law. But 
wiiere are they who are endowed with such an understanding ? 
You can scarcely meet with one in a century. Our gracious 
lord, the elector Frederick, was suoh a man. Tiiere was his 
councillor, too, Fabian von Peilitsch, a layman, who had not 
studied, and who yet argued better on the points and the mar- 
row of the \0.vf {super trices et meduUam. juris) than the jurists 
from their books. Master Philip Molanethon so teaches the 
liheral arts, as to lend them more light than he derives from 
them. I myself, too, take my art into books, and do not draw 
it from them. He who should seek to imitate the four men 
of whom I have just spoken, would do well to abandon the 
idea, and content himself with learning and listening. Suoh 
prodigies are rare. The written law is for the people and the 
common herd of men. Natural reason and al. -piercing 
thought for such men aa those I have mentioned." " An 
IS 
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eternal combat goes on between the jurists and theologians ; 
there is the same opposition betwixt the law and grace." 
" The law is a lovely bride, aa long as she remains in -her 
nuptial bed. If she goes to another bed, and wishes to domi- 
neer over theology, she is a great — . Law should dofF her 
cap to theology." 

To MelancOion. " I am of- the same opinion that I always 
was with regard to the right of the sword. I think with you, 
that the Gospel has taught and counselled nothing with i-egard 
to this right, and that it could not possibly do ao, because the 
Gospel is the law of wO! and liberties, which have nothing to 
do with the sword or the right of the sword. But this right is 
aot abolished by the Gospel, but is even confirmed and recom- 
mended ; which is not the case with respect to things that are 
simply permitted." " Before me, tliere has been no jurist who 
has known what the law is, in relation to God j what they 
know, they have from me. We do not find in the Gospel that 
we are to adore jurists. If our Lord God will be our judge, 
what are jurists to him ? As to the concerns of this world, I 
kave them masters. But in the things which concern God, 
they must be under me. My psalm, my own psalm is. Be 
viisew)w,ilierefore, OyeUngsj if one of the two must perish, 
perish the law, reign Christ ! 

" ' The kings <f ike earth set themsehes togetlter.' David 
himself says, ' Against his Son there will array themselves 
the power, the wisdom, the multitude of the world, and he 
will be alone against many, foolish against the wise, powerless 
against the powerful ;' of a verity, a marvellous ordering of 
things. Our Lord Grod lias all and everything except the wise ; 
but beyond this, there peala tlie terrible, ' Be wise now, there- 
fore, O ye kings ; be instructed, ye judges of the earth.' " 
" If the jurists will not pray for pardon for their sins, and re- 
ceive the Gospel, I will so confound them that they, shall not 
be able to extricate themselves. I understand nothing of law, 
but I am lord of the law in things touching the conscience. 
We are indebted to the jurists for having taught and for teach- 
ing to the world such countless equivocations, tricks, and 
calumnies, that their language has become more confused than ■ 
in Babel ; here, no one can comprehend the other; there, no 
one will understand the other. O sycophants, O sophists, 
pests of mankind, I write to you, boiling over with passion, 
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and I doubt whether I could teach you better wej-e ! cool and 
collected.". (Feb. 6th, 1546.) 

Alluding to a student's being admitted the following day as 
Doctor of Law, Luther said, " To-morrow a fresh viper will 
be created to sting the theologians,". 

" The saying is right, A good jurist is a iad Christian. lo 
fact, the jurist esteems and vaunts the justice of works, as if 
we were justified hy them befoie God. If he turn Christian, 
he is looked upon hy his biother jurists as a monster, and has 
to beg his bread, being lepudiated as seditious." " Strike at 
the conscience of the jurists, and they know not what to do. 
Munzer attacked them with the sword.; he was a madman," 
" Were I to study law foi tno years, I should become more 
learned than Dr. C , for I should speak of things just as they 
are, as being just or unjust, whilst he quibbles on words." 
" The doctrine of the juiists is nothing but a Tad, an except. 
Theology does not proceed on this wise, but has a firm foun- 
dation. 

" The authority of theologians consists in their power of ob- 
scuring unirersals, and all connected with them. They can 
raise and lower. As soon as the word makes Itself heard, 
Moses and the emperor must yield." " The law and laws of 
the Greelta and Persians are fallen into desuetude. The Ro- 
man or imperial law only holds by a thread. For if an em- 
pire or a kingdom fall, its laws and ordinances must likewise 
fall." "I leave cobbler, tailor, and jurists to their several 
callings. Biit let them not attack my pulpit?" . . . "Many 
believe that the theology which has been declared of our time, 
is naught. If this be the case whilst 1 live, what will it be 
atler my death ? As a set off, many amongst us are big with 
this thought of which they will by and by bo bi-ooght to bed, 
namely, that the law is naught." 

Sermon against the Jurists, preached on Twelfth Bay. 
" Look at our haughty jurists and knights tk. Vw of Wittem- 
berg. . ,'. They, do not read our books, ca\, them catonic 
(for canonic), take no heed of our Lord, and , • not attend 
church. Well ! since they do not recognize Dr. > -mer to be 
bishop of Wittemberg, or me to be preacher to this hurch, I 
no longer reckon them anving my flock. But, say tin^y, you 
go against the imperial law. I— this law which wrongs the 
poor." There follows a dialogue between a jurist and a Uli. 
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gant, in which the formor promises for Jen thalcrs to protract 
a law-suit for ten years. ..." Good and pious folk like 
Reinicko Fuchs, in the poem of the Fox." ..." Good peo- 
ple, these are the reasons that make me pursue the jurists so 
relentlessly. . . . They vaunt the canon law, the — of the 
pope, and represent it to be a magnificent thing, after our hav- 
ing with such trouble expelled it from our churches. ... I 
warn you, jurist, to let the old dog sleep. Once awakened, 
you will not easily get him baok to his kennel ! The jurists 
are full of complaints and bitterness against me. What can 
I do ? Had I not to render an account of their souls, 1 would 
not chastise them," He subsequently states, that he excepts 
pious jurists. 



CHAPTER III. 

Faith; the Law, 

To GerheUius. " In this tumult of scandals, fall not off from 
yourself. To sustain ypu, I render back the spouse (faith) 
that you formerly gave mo; I return her to you a spotless 
virgin. But what is most strange and admirable in her is, 
that she desires and attracts an infinity of rivals, and that she 
ia all the more chaste for being the spouse of many. . . . Our 
rival, Philip Melancthon, salutes you. Adieu, be happy with 
the affianced bride of your youth." (January 23d, 1523.) 

To Melanctlum. " Be a sinner, and be thy sins never so 
great, let thy faith be still greater, and rejoice thee in Christ, 
who is the conqueror of sin, of death, and of the world. We 
must sin, as long as we are here. This life is not the abode 
of righteousness ; no, ' we look,' as says St. Peter, ' for a new 
heaven, and anew earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.' , . . 
Pray earnestly, for thou art a great sinner." " I am just now 
deep in the doctrine of the remission of sins. I set at naught 
the law and all the devils. Whosoever can believe from his 
heart in the remission of sins, he shall be saved." " Just as 
it is impossible to meet in nature with the mathematical, iiuU- 
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uirfSfe point, so the rigliteousness demanded by the law is no- 
where to be found. No man can entirely satisfy the law ; 
even lawyers themselves, spite of all their cunning, are very 
frequently obliged to have recourse to the remission of sins, 
for they cannot always hit the mark, and when they have 
given a wrong judgment, and tho devil troubles their eon- 
Boieneea, neither Bartolus nor Baldus, nor all their other doc- 
tors, are of any use to them. To bear up, tihey ar& forced to 
protect themselves with the l^i^iaia, that is, with the remission 
of sbs. They do their best to judge aright, and after that, all 
lliat remains for them, is to say : ' If I have given a wrong 
judgment, O my God, pardon me..' It is theology alone which 
possesses the mathematical point. She does not grope in the 
dark. Sho has the word, even God's word. She says, ' Josus 
Christ is all righteousness; whosoever lives in him, he is 
righteous.'" 

" The law is, without doubt, necessary, but not for salva^ 
tioa ; for no man can fulfil it : but Ibe pardon of sins consum- 
mates and fulfils it." " The law is a true labyrinth which 
does but perplex the conscience, and the righteousness of the 
law is a minotaur, that is to say, a pure fiction, whibh, instead 
of conducting us to heaven, leads us to hell." 

Addiliim hy LuUter U> a letter qfMelanctiwn upon grace and 
ihelavi. . , . "To set myself entirely out of sight of the law 
and works, I do not content myself with seeing in Jesus Christ 
my master, my lord, my benefactor, I would see in him my 
doctrine, my gift, so that in him I possess all things. He says, 
'I am the way, the truth, and the life;' not 'I show you, or 
give you the way,. the truth, and the life;' as if he only 
wrought this within me, and was himself nevertheless apart 
from me," . . , " Theology ia summed up in one only point: 
true faith and trust in Jesus Christ. This article embraces all 
the rest. Our feith is ' a groan w.iich cannot be uttered;' 
and elsewhere, 'that we are in bondage under the .aw' (which 
means, that we imprison ourselves in our own works, instead 
of mounting on the wings of laith," « The devil desires active 
righteousness only, a righteousness which we work out for 
ourselves, and in ouraelve^ whereas we have really only a 
passive and extrinsic one, which he takes from us. If we were 
limited to active righteousness, we should be lost, for it is de- 
fective in all men." Au English doctor, Antony Barns, asked 
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Doctor Luther, if Christians, justified by faith in Chi'istj had 
any merit in the good works which followed, for tiiat this ques- 
tion was often debated in England- Answer. "Ist. We are 
stUl sionei-s after justification. 2d. God promisea rewards t» 
those who do well. Works do not merit heaven, but they 
adorn the faith which justifies us. It is his own gift to us, 
which God crowns." 

" FideUs ormitB vox ad CUrulum. Ego sum iuuin peccalum, 
tu mea justUm ; triumpho igitur securus* (ac. To bear up 
against despair, it is not sufficient to have vain words upon the 
lips, or barren and languishing faith ; but we must stand erect, 
confirm our soul, and rely on Christ against sin, death, hell, 
the law, and an evil conscience. When the law accuses thee 
and reproaches thee willi thy faults, thy conscience says to 
tliee, ' Yea, God has given the law and commanded it to be 
kept, under pain of eternal damnation ; thou must therefore be 
damned.' To which thou shalt reply, ' I well know that God 
has given the law ; but he has also given us the Gospel, by 
his Son, wMch says, " He that belteveth and is baptized, shall 
bo saved." This Gospel is above the whole law ; for the law 
is of the earth, and has been transmitted to us by man ; the 
Gospel is from Heaven, and has been brought to us by the 
Son of God.' 'It matters Dot,' says conscience, 'thou hast 
sinned and transgressed the commandment of God; therefore 
thou shait be damned.' Answer. ' I know very well that i 
have sinned, but the Gospel frees me from my sins, because I 
believe in Jesus ; and this Gospel is as high above the law at, 
tlie heavens are high above the earth. This is the reason that 
the body must remain upon earth, to bear the burden of the 
law ; but the soul ascends to the mountain with Isaac, and 
clings to the Gospel, which promises life eternal to all who be- 
lieve in Christ Jesus.' 'It matters not,' again says conscience, 
' thou shalt go to hell j thou hast not Icept the law.' An^teer. 
' Yes, if Heaven had not come to my succor; but it has come 
to my succor, has been opened to me ; our Saviour has said, 
'■' He that believeth and is baptized, ^all be saved." ' God 
said to Moses, ' Thou shalt see my back, but thou shalt not 
see my face.' The back was the law, the face is the Gospel. 
" The law does not endure grace, and, in its turn, grace 

' " The cry of a Taithful soul to Christ. 1 am thy afn, thou mv 
righteousness : I rejoice, !hen in safety," &c. 
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doea not endure the !aw. The law as only given for the 
haughty, the arrogant, nobles or peasants, for hypocrites, and 
those wlio delight in a multitude of laws. But grace is pro- 
mised to poor suffering hearts, to the humble, to the afflicted, 
And for the pardon of sins. Master Nicholas Hausmann, Cor- 
datus, Philip Melancthon, and I look for grace." " There is 
no wi-iter, save St. Paul, who has written fully and unanswer- 
ably on the law, because reason is inadequate to judge of the 
law J it can only be judged by the Spirit." (August 15, 1530.) 

" Good and true divinity (theology) consists in practice, use, 
and exercise. Its foundation is Christ, whose passion, death, 
and resurrection are to be comprehended throi%h faith. Some, 
in the present day, have devised a speculative theology, in ac- 
cordance with reason. This belongs to the devil iii hell. 
Thus, Zwingle and the sacramentarians speculate that the 
body of Christ is in the bread, but only in a spiritual sense. 
This is also the theology of Origen. David did not think 
thus; but he acknowledged his sins, and said, 'Have mercy 
upon me, O Lord.' " 

" I saw lately two signs in the hcaveps. I looked from my 
window in the middle of the night, and I saw the stars and all 
the majeslio vault of God, sustaining itself without my being 
able to perceive the pillars upon which the Creator had propped 
it. Nevertheless, it crumbled not away. There are tliose, 
however, who search for these pillars, and who would fain 
touch them with their hands ; but, not being able to find them, 
they tremble, lament, and fear the heavens will fall. They 
might touch them, the heavens, would never be moved. Again, 
I saw great and heavy clouds, floating over my head like an 
ocean. I perceived no prop which could sustain them, and 
still they fell not, but saluted us sadly, and passed on. And 
as they passed, I distinguished the arch which upheld them — a 
splendid rainbow. Slight it was, without doubt, and delicate; 
one could not but tremble for it under such a mass of clouds. 
Nevertheless, this aery line sufficed to support the load, and to 
protect us. There are those, however, who are alarmed at 
the weight of the clouds, and have no confidence in their frail 
prop. They would prove its strength, and not being able, they 
dread the clouds will dissolve and drown us with their floods. 
. . . Our rainbow is weak, their clouds are heavy ; but the 
end WJI! toll the stretiglh of niir bo\v." I \ugust, ISilO.) 
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CHAPTER. IV. 



Of Innovatots.— Tho Mystics, & 



" Cdriositt is our bane ; it was the cause of Adam's fall. I 
fear two things — epicurism and enthusiasm, two sects which 
have still to reign. Take away the decalogue and heresy 
vanishes. The Holy Scriptures are the manual of all he- 
retics." 

Luther called seditious and presumptuous-minded men, "pre- 
cocioUiS saints, who, attacked by the worm before arriving at 
maturity, were blown by the slightest gust from the tree. 
Dreamers {Schioermer) are like butterflies. At first, a grub 
which attaches itself to a wall, or builds itself a little house, 
is hatched by the warmth of the sun, and flies off a butterfly. 
The butterfly dies on a tree, and leaves a long train of eggs." 
Dr, Martin Luther said of false brothers and heretics, who laJl 
away from us, that we ought to let them alone, and not be 
vexed about them. If they will not listen to us, we can send 
them, with all their fine bravado, to hell. 

" When I began to write against indulgences, I lived for 
three years alone, without any holding forth their hand lo me. 
Now they are all for claiming a share in the triumph. I suf- 
fer enough from my enemies, without the pain my good little 
brothers give me. But who can bear up against all ? Here 
am I attacked by young men, all fresh and unworked, whilst 
I am old and worn with great sufferings and great labors. 
Osiander may well hector, he has on easy time of it ; he has 
only two sennons to deliver a week, and has four hundred 
florms a-year." "In 1521, 1 had a visit from one Marcus, one 
of the religionists of Zwickau, an agreeable-mannered man 
enough, but of empty opinions and life, in the view of con- 
ferring with me on the doctrine they profess. As he kept 
talking to me of things quite foreign frpm Scripture, I told 
him that I recognized the word of God alone, and that if he 
sought to establish anything else, he must at least prove his 
mission by miracles. His reply was, ' Miracles ! Ah ! you 
will see miracles, indeed, in seven years. God himself can- 
not take mj faith from me.' He ilso said, 'I can see at once 
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whether any one is of the elect or not,' After ialldng a long 
time about the talent which must not be hid, and shavApurUl- 
cation, weariness, expectatimt, I asked him who understood hia 
language ! He answered that he preached only before believ- 
ing and able disciples. ' How do you know that they are 
able V I asked, ' I have only to look at them,' he replied, 'to 
see tlieir talejU.' ' What talent, now, my friend, do you see in 
me?' 'You are still,' he answered, 'in the first stage of mo-, 
bility, but a time will come when you will be in the first of 
immobility like myself.' On this, I adduced to him several 
texts of Scripture, and we parted. Shortly ailer, he wrote me 
a very friendly letter, full of exhortations ; to which my sole 
answer was, ' Adieu, dear Marcus.' " 

" Some' time afterwards a turner came to rae, who also 
called himself a prophet. He met me just as I was going out 
of my house, and said to me in a confident tone, ' Sir doctor, 
I bi-ing you a message froin my Father.' ' Who is thy Fa- 
ther V I said. 'Jesus Christ,' he replied. ' He is our com- 
mon Father ; what halii he oi-dered thee to announce to me ?' 
* That God's anger is kindled against the world.' ' Who told 
ihee this V ' Yesterday, just as I had passed through the gate 
of Koswick, I saw a smal! cloud of fire in the air ; which_ is a 
clear sign of God's wrath.' He then mentioned another sign ; 
' In the midst of a deep sleep,' he said, ' I saw drunkards 
seated at a table, who said, Drink, drink, and God's hand was 
over them. Suddenly one of them poured some beer on my 
head, and I awoke.' ' Listen, my friend,' I then said to him, 
' do not make free in this manner with God's name and orders,' 
and I gave him a severe reprimand. When he found what I 
thought of him, he went off in a passion, muttering, ' Of 
course, all who don't think with Luther are fools.' " " Another 
time, again, I had to do with a man from the Low Countries, 
who wished to argue with me, to use his own terms, up to hell 
fire mchidvely. When I saw his ignorance, I said, ' Would 
It not be better to dbpute over some cans of beer V He was 
nettled at this, and took himself off. The devil is a proud 
spirit, and can't bear contempt," 

Master Stiefel came to Wittemberg lo confer privOy with 
Dr. Luther,' and showed him his opinion on the Day of Judg- 
ment, in twenty articles. He believed that it would take 
place on St. Luke's day. He was bade to remain quiet, and 
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to keep his opinions to himself, which annoyed him exceedingly. 
" Dear sir doctor," he said, " I am surprised at your forbidding 
me to preach this, and at your not believing me. Still, I must 
speak, albeit unwillingly." Luther replied, " Dear master, 
you have managed to hold your tongue for ten years on this 
matter, during the reign of the papacy ; keep quiet the little 
time that remains." " But this very moraing, as I was setting 
out early, I. saw a beautiful rainbow, and thought of the com. 
mg of Christ." " There will be no rainbow when that day 
Cometh ; the thunderbolt will destroy every living creature 
instantaneously. A atmng and powerful blast of the trumpet 
will arouse us all. They who are in the grave are not to be 
awakened by the piping of the shepherd's reed." (a.d. 1533.) 
" Michael Stiefel believes himself to be the seventii anu-el an- 
nouncing the last day, and is giving away hia books and bis 
chattels, as he will soon have no more use for them." " Ei- 
leas is certainly damned, although he has bad astounding reve- 
lations, no less than those of Daniel, for they embrace four 
empires too. 'Tis a fearful warning for llie proud. Oh ! let 
us humble ourselves !" 

Duke Henry of Saxony having come to Wilteraberg, Dr. 
Martin Luther spoke twice to him against Dr. Jeckel, exhort- 
ing .the prince to think of the evil days upon which the church 
had fallen. Jeckel had preached the following doctrine ; — 
" Do what thou wilt, believe only, thou shall be saved." He 
ought to have said : " When thou shalt be lorn again, and 
have become a new man, do then as tbou art moved to do." . . 
A^pastor of Torgau having complained to Luther of Dr. Jeck- 
el's insolence and hypocrisy, and of hia having won over the 
nobility, the councO, and even the prince himself, by his wiles, 
the doctor shuddered, sighed, spoke not, but he took himself 
to prayer. That very day he ordered that Eisleben (Agricola) 
should be required to make a public retraction, or that he 
should be publicly put down. " Dr. Luther, reproaching 
Jeckel for daring, with his limited experience and scanty skill 
in logic and rhetoric, to oppose his former masters and teach- 
ers, the latter replied: ' I ought to fear God more than my 
teachers. I have a God aa well as you. ... Dr. Jeckel af- 
terwards sat down at table to supper, but with a gloomy air. 
Dr. Luther eat heartily, as did the guests who liad come from 
Freyberg. Tlien Luther broke out with, 'If I had made fhe 
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court as pious as you the world, 1 should have labored to isome 
purpose,' &c. Jeckel still kept his eyes cast gloomily down, 
showing by hia looks what was passing in his mind. At, last 
Luther got up to take his leave, when Jeckel tried to detain 
him, and engage him in discussiou ; but the doctor would have 
nothing more to say to him." " Dr. Jeckel is one of tlie !Ksle- 
bea kind. He was courting my niece Anna ; but I said to 
him, ' Never to all eternity/ And to the little gir! ; ' If diou 
wilt have him, talte thyself from my sight for ever ; for never 
will I see or listen to tiiee more;' " 

Of the AnlinojruaTis, and, in particular, of Eisl&ben. " Ah ! 
how painful it is to lose a good and dearly-loved friend ! This 
man used to be my guest, my companion, and would laugh 
and make merry with me. . ; . And now, he turns against 
me! , . . Suchdocfrine,however,mustnoibeendured. Re- 
ject the law, without which there can be nor Church nor go- 
vernment ! This is not tapping the cask, but breaking it in. 
. . . Now is the time to i-esist. . . . Can I bear to hear him 
puffing himself up whilst I live, and seeking to be the master? 
... It is no excuse for him to aay that he has only spoken of 
Dr. Creuziger and of master Roerer. The Catechism, the 
Explanation of the Decalogue, and the Confession of Augs- 
burg are mine, and not Creuziger's or Roerer's. . , . He 
would base repentance on the love of justice, and ao preaches 
the revelation of the divine wrath to the just and pious only. 
He does not preach for the wicked. Yet St. Paul says the 
law is for the wigodly. In short, by taking away the law, he 
takes away the Gospel, and he withdraws our belief from the 
firm support of conscience to subject it to the caprices of the 
flesh. Who could have dreamt of this sect of the Antino- 
miaos! . . . I have got over three cruel stomis — Mllnzer,the 
Sacramentarians, and the Anabaptists. There is to be no end 
of writing, then. I do not wish to live long, for there is no 
peace to be hoped for." (a.d. I5S8.) 

Dr. Luther ordered master Ambrose Bemd to instruct the 
professors at the university to abstain from fiiction, and from 
paving the way for schism, and at the same time prohibited 
their electing master Eisleben dean. . . , " Tell tliat to youj 
professors of faculties, and if they disregai'd it, I will denounce 
them from the pulpit." (a.d. 1539.) On the last day of No- 
vember (a.d. 1538), as Luther was enjoying himself with hi» 
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cousins, his brother and sister, and some friends from tt 
mention was made of master Grickcl, and they intyceded for 
him. The doctor replied, " I held that man to he my most 
faithful fi-iend, hut he has grossly deceived me. Let him be- 
ware; I shall soon write against him: there is no repentance 
in Him." " Such was my confidence in that man (Eisleben), 
that, when I went to Smalkalde in 1687, 1 entrusted my pulpit 
to him, my church, my wife, my children, my house, and all 
that was dearest to me." Dr. Luther was reading over, in 
the evening of the last day of January, 1539, the propositions 
which Eisleben was going la maintain against him, and in 
which there were some ateurdities about Saul and Jonathan, 
and there occurred the expression, " I have eat a little honey, 
and therefore I die." " Jonathan," said Luther, " is master 
Eisleben, who eats honey and preaches the Gospel ; Saul is 
Luther, ... Ah ! Eisleben, art thou such a . . . Oh ! God 
forgive thee thy rancor." " If the law be thus transferred 
from the church to the council, to the civil power, the latter 
will say in its turn, ' We, too, are faithful Christians ; the law 
concerns not us ;' and the executioners, at last, will say the 
same. All will be grace and sweetness, and then unbridled 
passions and crimes will follow. Mlinzer began on this 

In 1540, towards the close of an entertainment which Lu- 
ther gave to some of the principal members of the university, 
and nhi-n all were in good humor, a goblet was produced, 
stamed in rings of various cobra. Luther filled it with wine, 
and empUed it to tho health of his gueata ; and, in their turn, 
they severally drained it to his health, until it came round to 
master Eisleben, when Luther'said, as he held the glass out . 
to him, " My friend, all in this glass above the first ring, is 
the ten commandments ; the credo (belief) comes next ; then 
ihe pater nobler ; the catechism is at the, bottom;" and then 
he quaffed it off, filled it again, and presented it to master 
Eisleben, who would not go beyond the first ring, but put the 
glass back on the table, and could not look at it without a kind 
of horror. Luther noticed this, and remarked to his guests, 
" I knew that master Eisleben would only drink ofi" the com. 
mandments, and would leave the credo, the jiater nosier, and 
the catechism." Master Jobst, dining one day with Luther, 
showed him some propositions, according to which the law 
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ought not to be preached, since we are not justified by it. 
Luther got angry, and exclaimed, " What, will my brethren 
propose such intiovations even while I live ! Ah ! how ought not 
master Philip to be honored, who teaches with clearness and 
truth the use and utility of the law ! Cousia Albert von 
Mansfeld's propiiecy is being realized. He wrote 1o me : 
' There is a M^lmser lurking hehmd, thai doctrine;' and, indeed, 
he who pulls down the law, pulls down at the same time the 
whole framework of human polity and society (^poUtiam et 
ceconomiam). If the law be thrust out of the churcli, there 
will no longer be anything recognized as a sin in the world, 
since the Gospel defines and punishes sin only by recurring to 
the law." (a.d. 1541.) 

" If, at the outset, 1 inveighed against the law, both from 
the pulpit and in my writings, the reason was, that the Christian 
Church was at the time overladen with superstitions, under 
which Christ was altogether buried and hidden, and that I 
yearned to save and liberate pious Giod-fearing souls from this 
tyranny over fce conscience. But I have never rejected tha 
law." 



CHAPTER V. 



ind his wife. — Lu- 



Mastee Philip Melancthon ono day told the following fable at 
Dr. Martin Luther's table ; — " A man bad caught a little 
bird, and the bird desiring its liberty, said to him, '0 my good 
friend, let me go, and I will show you a beautiful pearl, worth 
thousands of florins.' ' Thou art fooling me,' said the man. 
' Oh, no, place confidence in me — come with me, and I will 
show it thee.' The man lets the bird go, and it perches itself 
on a tree, and begins to sing, ' Trust little, keep what iirm 
iiast, trouble not thyself about what is irrecoverably lo4.' 
{Crede parmtm, tua aerea, et qnce peHere, relinque.) Now, was 
not that a bgautifiil pearl V " Philip onoe asked me tc glean 
19 
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B. motto oul of the Bible, which he would never be tired of. 
There is nothing you can give to man, which he will not grow 
tired of." " Had not Philip been so afflicted by teniptnliona, 
he would have had strange ideas and opinions." 

Luther's idea of Paradise is gross and material. He be- 
lieves that in the new heaven and in the new earth, there will 
be uaeful animals as well as men. " I often ponder upon the 
life everlasting and its delights, but I cannot comprehend how 
we shall pass our time, for there will be no changes, no work, 
no drinJcing, no eating, cor business ; but I conclude we shall 
have objects enough to contemplate. On this, Philip Me- 
iancthon said, very pnaperly, ' Master, show us the Father ; 
that is enough.' " " The peasants do not deserve the fruits 
which the earth so lavishly brings forth. I return more thanks 
to our Lord for a tree, than all the peasants for all the produce 
of their fields. 'Ah! JDomine Doctor,' said Melancthon, 'except 
a few, as Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac' " 

" Dr. Jonas said at supper, ' Ah ! how magnificently St. 
Paul speaks of his death. I cannot, however, believe him !' 
' It strikes me too,' said Dr. Ltither, 'that St. Paul could not 
think on this subject as firmly as he spoke. I myself, un- 
happily, cannot make my faith equal to what I preach, speak, 
and write of the matter, or to what others suppose of me. 
And, perhaps, it were not good that we should be able to per- 
form to the height of God's commands, or there would be an 
end of his divinity ; he would be found a liar and his words 
woiild no more be believed.' " "A wicked and horrible book 
against the holy Trinity waa published Jn 1532, speaking of 
which Dr. Luther said, ' Men of this chimerical turn of mind, 
do not think that others may have had temptations on this 
matter as well. But how oppose my own poor thoughts to 
the word of Got! and to the Holy Ghost ? (opponere mean 
cogtiationem verba Dei el Spiritui Sofieto ?) Such an opposition 
will not bear examination." 

The doctor's wife said to him, "Sir doctor, how happens it 
that, under the papacy, we prayed so often and so fervently, 
whilst now we pray so coldly and so seldom V The doctor 
replied, " The devil is ever at his sen-ants to make them dili- 
gent in their worship of him." Once, exhorting his wife to 
read and to learn carefully Giod's word, and particularly the 
Psalter, she answered, that she heard and read quite enough 
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of it every day, and could even repeat many things out of it 
The doctor siglied, and said, "Even so begins a dislike of 
God's word ; 'tis the sign of an evil future. New boolis witl 
appear, and the Holy Scriptures will be despised, cast into a 
comer, and be, as the phrase runs, thrown under the table." 
Luther, asking hia wife if she believed herself to be holy, she 
was all surprised, and said, " How can I be holy ? I am a 
great sinner !" On which, he remarked, " You see, then, the 
horrid consequences of the papal doctrine ; how it has injured 
men's hearts, and pre-occupied the whole inward man, so that 
they can no longer see anything except the piety, and the 
pei-sonal and outward sanctity of ihe worlis one does, even for 

" The Paler Nosier and faith give me confidence against 
the devil. My little Madeleine, and my little John loo, pray 

for mo, as well as many other Christians I love my 

Catherine, I love her more than myself, for I would die sooner 
than see any harm happen to her or her children. I love my 
loi-d Jesus Christ, too, who, through pure pity, has shed his 
blood for me. But my faith ought to be mucli greater and 
livelier than it ia. O, my God ! judge not thy servant !" 
" What contributes not a little lo aiHict and tempt me, is that 
God seems to he capricious and changeable. He gave Adam 
promises and coremoaies j and that came to an end with tiie 
rainbow and Noah's ark. To Abraham he gave circumcision, 
to Moses miraculous signs, to his people the law ; but to Christ, 
and through Christ, the Gospel, which we look upon as annul- 
ling all this. And here come the Turks to efface the Divine 
promise, and to say, 'Tour law shall last yet a little, but 
shall be changed at last.' " (Luther subjoins m reflection.) 



CHAPTER VI. 

The Devil.— Temp tatioM 

" Once, in our monastery at Wittemberg, I distinctly heard 
the devil making a Boise. As I was bc^imimg to read the 
Psalter, after singing matins, and hid sat dow n, and was about 
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to study and write for my lecture, the devil came, and thrice 
made a noise behind my stove, as if he would have diag-ged 
it away. At last, as he would not give over, I put my little 
books by, and went to bed. ... I heard him anoOier night, 
in the room above my head, bat, perceiving it was the devil, 
1 paid no attention, and went to sleep again." " A young 
girl, who was the mi;jtress of the old miser at Wiltemberg, 
falling ill, saw a vision — a fine and magnificent figure, thai 
she took to be the Christ, and to which she accordingly address- 
ed her prayers. They sent in all haste to the monastery for 
Dr. Luther. When he saw the figure, and that it was only 
a trick of the devil's, he exhorted the girl not to allow herself 
to be so cozened ; and, indeed, as sooa as she had spat in the 
phantom's face, the devil disappeared, and the figure changed 
into a great serpent, which suddenly bit the girl's ear, so that 
the blood flowed, aad tlien- disappeared. Dr. Luther saw this 
with his own eyes, tt^ether with many other persons," (The 
editor of Luther's conversations does not say that he had this 
anecdote from Luther himself.) A minister of Torgau com- 
plained to Luther that the devil made an extraordinary tumult 
and clatter in his house of a night, breaking his pots and pans, 
and then throwing them at his head, and laughing. This 
racket had gone on for a year, so that his wife and children 
insisted on leaving the house. Luther said to him : " Dear 
brother, be strong in the Lord ; be not overcome by this mur- 
derous devil. If you have not invited this guest by your sins, 
you can say to him, 'I am here by divine authority, father of 
a family, and, by a heavenly call, pastor of the church ; but 
thou, thou devil, giidest into this house as a thief and mur- 
derer. Why dost thou not stay in heaven ? Who has asked 
thee here V " 

On a young ^rl possessed h/ an evil spirit. " Since this 
devil is a merry spirit, and makes a mock of us, we must fii-st 
pray seriously for this young girl, who is a sufferer on account 
of our sins, and then flout the spirit, and treat it contemptuous- 
ly, but not try it by exorcisms and other grave forms, because 
the devil's pride laughs at all that. Let us persevere in 
prayer for the maiden, and in scorn for the devil, until, with 
the grace of Christ, it withdraws. It would be well for the 
princes, too. So reform their vices, through which this evil 
spirit plainly triumphs. I pray thee, «ince the tiling is worthj 
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to be made public, to make diligent inquiry into ail the cir. 
cumstances; and, to guard against imposition, ascertain wlie- 
tiier the coins which this girl swallows be really gold, and 
sterling money. For I have been made the prey of so. many 
cheats, tricks, plots, lies, and artifices, as to incline me to withhold 
my belief from anytiiing I have not seen or heard." {August 
6th, 1536.) " Let the pastor not be troubled in conscience at 
having busied the woman who killed herself, if, indeed, she 
did kill herself. I know many siniiiar instances, but have 
commonly supposed the sufferers to have been killed simply 
and immediately by the devil, as a traveller is slain by a rob. 
ber. For when it is evident that the suicide could not have 
taken place naturally ; when we hear of a string, or a girdle, 
or (as in the case under consideration) of a loose veil, without 
any knot to be seen in it, and which would not be strong 
enough to kill a fly, we ought, in my opinion, to conclude it to 
be some fascination of the devil's, binding the sufferers to 
suppose they are doing something else, for instance, praying, 
— and then he kills them. Nevertheless, the civil power acts 
rightly in visiting such things severely, or Satan would grow 
bolder. The world deserves warnings of tlie kind, for it is 
growing epicurean, and thinks the devil nothing." (Dec. 1st, 
1544.) "Satan has attempted our prior's life, by throwing 
down . a large slip of wall upon him ; but God miraculously 
preserved him." {July 4th, 1524.) 

" The crazed, the hall, the blind, and the dumb, are all 
possessed with demons. Physicians who treat these infirmities 
as arising from natural causes, are fools, who know not the 
mighty power of the devil." {July 14tb, 15S8.) "There 
are places in many countries where devils have talcen up their 
abode. Evil spirits abound in Prussia. In Switzerland, on a 
lofty mountain not far from Lucerne, is a lake, called Pilate's 
pool, where the devil has made a fearful settlement. There 
is a like pool in my country, into which if yon cast a stone, a 
sudden tempest arises, and the whole surrounding country 
shakes. 'Tis the dwelling of imprisoned devils." " On Good 
Friday, at Sussen, the devil bote off three squires, who had 
sold themselves to him." (a.D. 1538.) On the occasion of a 
tempest, Luther said, " This is the devil's work ; winds are 
nothing else than good and bad spirits. The devil puffs and 
blows." "Two noblemen had sworn to kill one another. 
19* 
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The devil hav' I'll d f hem in his bed, with the other's 

sword, the eu b ght forth into the market-place, 

where they di p d off the ground covered by his 

shadow, and tl b i& d m. This is called civil death. 
Dr. Gregory B u k h n lor of Saxony, told Luther 
this." Then m w s of persons who were warned 

beforehand th h y w d be borne off by the devil, and who, 
fiotunthslanding they had recpved Hie holy sacrament, and tliat 
their friends watched ly ikem vnili, wan tapers, and in prayer, 
were borne off on the day and hour indicated. " The devil 
tormented our Lord himself. Buf, provided he bear not off 
the soul, all is well." 

" The devil leads people about in their sleep, in such sort 
that they act exactly as if they were awake. The papists, 
formerly in their superstition, said that such persons could not 
have been "japtized, or that they must have been so by a 
drunken priest." " In the Low Countries, and in Saxony, 
there is a monstrous dog which smells out the dying, and 
prowls around the house. . . ." " Some monks were taking . 
to their monastery one possessed. The devil that was in him 
said to the monks, ' my brothers, wltat have I doTie to you !' " 
They were talking at Luther's table one day how one of a 
party of gentlemen, who were riding out, exclaimed, clappiag 
spurs to his horse, " The devil take the hindmost !" He was 
left the last, and the devil snatched up horse and all, aiid bore 
them off. Luther observed, " We should not ask Satan to our 
table. He comes without invitation. Devils swarm around 
us; and we ourselves, who are daily watching and praying, 
have enough to do with him." "An aged priest, at his 
prayers one day, heard the devil behind him, trying to hinder 
him, and grunting as loud as a whole drove of pigs. He 
turned round without manifesting the least alarm, and said, 
' Master devil, you have caught what you deserved ; you 
were a fine angel, anj now you are a filthy hog.' The grunt- 
ing stopped at once, (or the devil cannot bear to be mocked. . 
. . . Faith makes him weak as a child." " The devil dreads 
God's word. He cannot bite it; it breaks his teeth." 

" A young, ill-conditioned scapegrace was carousing in a 
tavern one day with some friends. Having drunk out his 
money, he said that he would sell his soul tu any who would 
pay a good roui d score for him. Shortly after, a man entered 
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the tavern, and sitting down to drink with him, asked if he 
really meant that he would sell his sou! f lie answered 
boldly, 'Yes;' and the man paid for his drink the whole day. 
In the evening, when his victim was drunk, the unknown said 
to the otliers present, ' Gentlemen, what think you now ; if 1 
buy a horse, have I not a right to the saddle and bridle as 
well V They were exceed inglynl armed at these words ; hut, 
as the stranger pressed tliem, at last stammered out in the 
affirmative ; upon which the devil (for it was he) seized the 
unfortunate wretch, and bore him off with him through the 
ceiling." "Another time, Luther told of a soldier who had 
entrusted his money to his landloi-d in the Brandenburg ; but 
when be asked for it back, the latter denied ever having had 
it. The soldier in his r^ge assaulted him violently, and the 
knave had him talten up on a charge of having violated the 
domestic peace (Haiisfriede). Whilst the soldier was ia 
prison, the devil appeared to him and said, ' To-morrow, thou 
wilt be condemned to death, and executed. If thou wilt sell 
me thy soul and body, I will set thee free.' The soldier refus- 
thd d hmlfhu wilt not, at any rate take 

d I T ow, when thou shalt be 

b gh p I b n you in a blue cap with a 

h ii A h d to How me to plead for thee, 

h pe.' The soldier did w; 

d m h d d persisted in denying all 

k d hdp b p aid to him, ' Friend, how 

up h T soldier's ney 's ' thy 

b d und bo S d n one to se ch my lo d 

d d t3 hi will be nade mamf s 

Accordmgly the m y w d there, and huh no 

court. On this, blue cap said with a grin, I 1 n n ha I 
should have either the one or the other,' and e a h ay 
tivisted the landlord's neck, and bore him off. Afte ^ 

this story, Luther added, that he disapproved of all sweaiing 
by the devil, as many were in the habit of doing : " For," he 
said, " the varlef ia never far off; there is no need of painting 
him when he is always present." 

" There were two students at Erfurtli ; one of whom was 
so passionately fond of a girl as to be like to lose his wits; 
The other, who was a sorcerer, though his companion knew 
nothing of it, said, ' If you will promise not to kisa her or take 
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her in your arms, I will get her to come ti you,' and the 
mterview took place. The lover, who was a fine younc man 
received her with so much passion, and spoke to her so ten 

f ^^*''^V "^'^ ^^''^^^^ ™^^ ''^P' ^" "■ f^^^ "f fear lest he 
should emhrace her, wliich, at last, unable to contdn himself, 
he did : on the moment, she fell down dead. They were 
greaOy alarmed ; but the sorcerer said, ' Let us try our last 
resource,' and then the devil, through his agency, roconveyed 
her home, where she continued to go about her usual oeeiipa- 
tioiis, but was deadly pale, and never uttered a word After 
three days had passed thus, her parents sent for some eodiy 
ministers, who had no sooner interrojrated the maid than the 
devil came out of her, and she fell down a stiff and oiTensive 
corpse. "Doctor Luke Gauric, the sorcerer you sent for 
Irom Italy, has often acknowledged to me that his master used 
to hold coQversation with the devil." " The devil can take 
the form of either man or woman ; so as to make a man think 
that he is lying with a woman of flesh and blood, when it is a 
vain form; &r, as St. Paul says, the devil is on good terms 
With the sons of perdilion. As children or devHs are fre- 
quently the issue of such unions, commerbe of the kind is 
revolting and horrible. Thus what we call the mm, lures 
women and viigins into the wafers to procreate littie devils. 
ihe devil, likewise, steals away children, durin<^ the first mx 
weeks after their birth, and substitutes others in their place 
called suppositilii, and, by the Saxons, kilkropf." ' 

" Eight years ago, I myself saw and touched a child at 
Uessau, that had no parents and had come of the devil. He 
was twelve years old, and altogether like any other child. He 
did nothing but eat ; and would eat as much as any four worklna 
men. If any one touched him, he cried out as one possessed 
11 anything went wrong m the house, he would laugh and be 
merry ; but, when all went on well, he was always mopintr 
and in tears. I observed to the prince of Anhalt, ' Were I in 
authority here, I would have that child thrown into the 
Moldau, and run the risk of committing murder.' But the 
elector of Saxony and the princes thought dfferently. I then 
recommended them to Uve prayei-s offered up in the church, 
imploring the Lord to Jake away the demon; and prayers 
were daily put for a year, at the end of which lime the child 
died. After the doctor had told this story, some one asked 
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him, why he wished to have the child thrown into the river." 
" Because," he replied, " I bejieve children of thia kind to be 
nothing else than a soulless lump of flesh. The devil is able to 
produce such things, just as he can deprive mea of iheir senses 
by taking possession of their bodies ; in the same manner 
that he eaters men and makes them deaf and dumb for a time, 
so does he enter and animate these lumps of flesh. The devil 
must bo very powerful to keep our spirits prisoners on this 
wise. Origen, as 1 conceive, has not thoroughly compre- 
hended this power ; othenvise, he would not have thought that 
the devil miglit obtain pardon on the last day. What a deadly 
sin to have rebelled, knowingly, as he did, against his God, 
his Creator J" There was a man in Saxony, near Halher- 
stadf, who had a kiJkra^. This child could drain its mother 
and five other women of their milk, and would devour what- 
ever was given it besides. The man was advised to make a . 
pilgrimage to Holckelatadt to vow his lilkropff to the Virgin 
Mary, and to have it nursed ,there. So he bore off" his child 
in a basket ; but, as he crossed a bridge, another devil that 
WHS in the river began crying out, 'Kilkropff! kilkropff!' 
The child in the baslcet, who had never been known to utter a 
single word, answered, ' Oh ! Oh ! Oli !' The devil in the river 
then asked, ' Where are you going V The child in the basket, 
who had never yet spoken a single word, answered, ' I am 
going to Holckelstadt, to our dearest mother, to nurse.' The 
man, in his alarm, tossed child and basket into the river ; on 
which Uie two devils made off together, crying out, ' Oh ! Oh ! 
Oh !' and tumbling one over the other." 

One Sunday as Luther was going out of church he was- 
acctsted by a landsknecht, who complained of being constantly 
tempted of the devil, and told how he oiten came to him, and 
threatened to bear him away. Whilst he was tolling his tale. 
Dr. Pomer, who was passing by, joined Luther in giving him 
words of comfort. " Despair not," they said ; " for despite 
the temptations of the devil, you are not his. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ was tempted of him as well, but by God's grace over- 
came him. Defend yourself, in like manner, by God's word 
and by prayer." Luther added, " When the devil torments 
you, and threatens to hear you off, answer, ' I am Jesus 
.Christ's, my Lord's ; ia him 1 believe, and I shall one day be 
near him. He has himself said that no power can sake Chria 
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tians from his caro,' Think more on God, who is in heaven, 
tlian on tlie devil ; and be no longer alarmed by his wiles. I 
know that ho would be glad to bear you nlT, but he cannot. 
He is like a thief who longs to lay his hand on a rich man's 
strong box ; the wil! is not ladiing, but the power. And even 
so, God will not allow the devil to do you any harm. Attend 
faithfully on the preaching of the divine word, pray fervently, 
work, avoid too much solitude, and you will see that God will 
deliver you from Satan, and preserve you of his fold." A 
faiTier, a young man, asserted that a spectre constantly pur. 
Bued him through the streets. Luther sent for him, and ques. 
tioned him before many learned persons. The young man 
said that the spectre had reproached him with committing 
aaorilege, in having partaken the communion in both kinds, 
and had told him, " If you go back to your master's house, I 
will break your neck," and that he had therefore kept away 
for several days. The doctor, after much questioning, said, 
"Beware of lying, my friend; fear God, attend the preaching 
of his word; return to your master's ; apply yourself to your 
work; and if Satan troubles you again, say to him, 'I will 
not obey you, I will only obey God, who has called me fo thia 
way of life ; I will stick close to my work, and were an angel 
to come, be should not tempt me from it.' " 

Dr. Luther, as be advanced in life, experienced few tempia. 
tiona from men ; but, as he himself states, the devil would 
walk with him in the dormitory of the cloister, vex and tempt 
him. There were one or two devils who used lo watch him, 
and when they could not reach bis heart, they would clutch 
, his head and torment it. . . " These things happened to me 
often. If I happened to have a knife in my hand, evil thoughts 
would enter my mind. Frequently I could not pray ; the 
devil would drive me out of the room. For we have to do with 
great devils, who are doctors of divinity. The Turks and the 
pap sts ha e dev Ik ns wh are no doctors, but only lawyers." 
I I no V tl anks o God that my cause is good and 
h Iv IfCh sn a he en, and is not Lord of the world, 
la nabdj nn The devil often presses me so 

hdndpu alb eak out into a sweat, I am kept 

cons u h s e n an an mosity. He lies closer to me 
than my Ca he ad ubl s me more than she joys me. 

A es he u ges The Law is also God's word j 
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why always oppose the Gosepl lo it ?' ' Yes,' say I in 
my turn, ' biit it is as far from the Gospel as earth from 
heaven.' " " The devil, in truth, has not graduated fuli 
doctor, still he is very learned and deeply experienced ; for' he 
has boen practising hia trade these six thousand years. If the 
devil have sometimes come out of those possessed when con- 
jured by monks and popish priests, leaving some sign after 
him, as a broken pane of glass, or a atrip of wall thrown 
down, it was only to make people suppose that he had quitted 
the body, but, in reality, to take possession of the mind, and to 
confirm men in their superstitions." 

la January, 1632, Luther fell dangerously ill ; and the 
physician feared it would end in apoplectic seizure. Melanc- 
thon and Eozei', who were near hia bed, happening to allude 
lo the joy which tlia news of his death would occasion the pa. 
pists, he said lo them with an assured tone, " I . know for a 
surety I shall not die yet. Giod will not at present confirm Ihe 
abomination of papistry by my death. He will not, after those 
of Zwingle and CEcolampadius, grant the papists fresh cause 
for triumph. Satan's whole thought, it is true, is to make 
away with me ; he never quits me. But it is not his will 
which will be fulfilled, but the Lord's!" "My illness — verti- 
goes and other attacks of the kind — is not natural. Whatever 
I take does me no good, although I am careful to observe my 
physician's advice." In 1536, he officiated at the marriage 
of duke Philip of Pomerania with the elector's sister at Toi;- 
gau. In the middle of the ceremony, the wedding-ring slipped 
from liis hand and rolled on the ground. He was terror-struck 
for a moment, but recovered, saying, " Hearken, devil, this is 
no "business of thine, 'tis trouble lost," and he went on with 
Ihe service. " Whilst Dr. Luther was talking at table with 
some friends, his wife, who bad gone out, fell into a swoon. 
When she came to herself, the doctor inquired wjiat her 
thoughts had boen like ; and she related how she had experi- 
enced those peculiar temptations which are the certain signs 
of death, and which strike at the heart more surely than ball 
or arrow. . . , ' I advise,' he said, ' all who feel such temp- 
tations, to encourage lively thoughts, to take a cheerful draught, 
to take recreation, or else apply themselves to some honorable 
study ; but the best remedy is, to believe m Jesus Christ.' " 
" When the devil finds me idle and inattentive to God's word, 
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he ihen vexes me by suggesting scruples as lo the lawfulness 
of my doctrine, as to my having humbled and reduced author- 
ity, and been the cause of so many scandals and disturbances. 
But when I lay hold on God's word again, then 1 win the 
match. I battle with tlie devil, and say, ' What is all the 
world to God, however great it may be ! He has made his 
Son its lord and king. If the world seek to depose him, God 
will reduce it to ashes. Kiss iiie Son, lest he be angry. . . . 
lie wise, now, ikerefore, O ye kings, take yourselves to task, ye 
judges of the earth " (the erudindrd, he instructed, of the Vul- 
gate, is less forcible) , , . . " Above all, the devil strives io de- 
prive me of my doctrine on the remi^ion of sins. ' Whii !' 
he suggests, * preach what no (me has taught for aU these cen- 
turies ! Should it le offensioe to God/' " ..." Of a night, 
when I awake, the devil soon comes and begins arguing with 
me, and putting strange thoughts into my head, until I fly into 

a passion, and say, ' Kiss my ; God is not as vexed with 

me as thou sayest !' " This morning when I awoke, the devil 
said to me, ' Thou art a sinner.' I answered, ' Tell me 
something new, demon — I knew that before. . . . I have enow 
rea! sins to answer without thy inventing others for me.' . . . 
He went on with, ' What iiast thou done with the monaste- 
ries V To which I replied, " What's that to thee ? Thou 
seest that thy accursed worsliip goes on as ever V " 

The conversation turning one evening at supper on the sor- 
cerer Fauslus, Luther said, in a serious manner, " The devil 
does not use enchanters against me. If he could injure me 
by their means, he would long since. He has often laid hold 
of me by the head, hut has been forced to let me go. I have 
had ample experience what kind of compaQion the devil is. 
He has often squeezed me so hard, that I have not known 
whether I was dead or alive. At times, he has cast me into 
such despair, that I have not known whether there was a God, 
and have utterly doubted our dear Lord, But, with the aid 
of God's word," tSse. " The devil sets the law, sin, and death, 
before my eyes, compels me to ponder on this trinity, and 
makes use of it to torment me." " The devil has sworn my 
death ; but he will crack a hollow nut." " The temptation of 
the flesh is little ; the remedy at hand. Eustochia would have 
cured St. Jerome. But God shield us from the great tempta- 
tions which involve eterni y ! Tried by them, one knows not 
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whether God be the devil, or the devil God. Such trials are 
not passing onc3." " When I incline to think on worldly or 
family matters, I recur to a psalm, or some comfortable saying 
of St. Paul's, and sleep ihereoa. But the thoughts suggested 
by the devil are harder to be overcome ; and I can only escape 
from them by some buffoonery or other," « The barleycorn 
auSers much from man. It is first cast into the earth to rot ; 
then, when it is ripe, it is cut, threshed, dried, and steeped, in 
order to turn it into beer, for drunkards to swill. Flax is, also, 
a martyr in its way. When ripe, it ia plucked up, steeped, 
dried, beaten, heckled, carded, spun, woven, and made up into 
cloth for shirts and shifts, &c. When these are worn out, the 
rags are used for lint, or for spreading plasters for sores, or for 
tinder, or are sold to the paper-maker, who bruises, dissolves, 
and then converts them into paper, which ia devoted to writing, 
or to printing, or to make playing cards, and lastly, is torn up 
and applied to the vilest uses. These plants, as well as other 
creatures, which are very useful to us, have much to suffer. 
Even so, good and pious Christians have much to endure from 
the wicked and impious." 

" When the devit comes to me of a night, I give him these 
and the like answers, and say, ' Devil ! I must now sleep, for 
the same is God's command and ordinance, to labor by day, 
and to rest and sleep by night.' ' Then, if he charge me with 
being a sinner, I say to spite him, ' Holy Satan, fray for me ! 
or else, ' Physician, cure ihyse&'f' " " If you would comfort 
one who is tempted, you must kill Mosea and atone him ; if, on 
the contrary, he becomes himself again, and forgets his temp- 
tation, you must preach the law to him ; for 'affliction is not 
to he added to the afflicted.' " " The best way to espel the 
devil, if he will not depart for texts from Holy Scripture, is to 
jeer and flout him." "Those tried by temptations maybe 
comforted by generous living ; but this will not do for all, es- 
pecially not for the young- As for myself, who am now in 
years, a cheerful cup will drive away my temptations, and 
give me a sound sleep," " The best cure for temptations is 
to begin talking about other matters, as of Marcolphus, the 
Eulenspiegel, and other drolleries of the kind, &c. The devil 
is 8 melancholy spirit, and cheerful music soon puts him to 
flight." 

The following important document is in a manner the bis- 
20 
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lory of the obstinate war which Satan waged upon Luther the 
whole of his life : 

Preface written by Doctor- Martin Luther before Jds death. 
" Whoever reads with attention ecelesiastieal history, the 
books of the holy fathers, and particularly the Bible, will see 
clearly, that ever since the commencement of the Church 
events have always taJcen the same turn. Wherever the 
word of God has made itself heard, and God has brought 
together a band of the faithful, the devil has quickly per- 
ceived the divine ray, aiid has begun to chafe, and blow, 
and raise tempeste from every quarter, trying, with all hia 
might, to extinguish the same. In vain we slop up one or 
two rents ; he will find another and another ; sill! noise and 
ever mischief. There never yet has been an end to this, and 
there never will, til! the day of judgment. I hold that I my- 
self (^let alone the ancients) have undergone more than twenty 
hurricanes, twenty different assaults of the devil. First, I had 
the papists against me. Every one knows, I suppose (pretty 
nearly), how many tempests of hooka and of bulls the devil 
has, through them, hui'led against me, and in what a terrible 
manner they have devoured and lorn me to pieces. It is true 
that I also sometimes blew, gently though, against them ; but 
it was no good ; they were \ho more irritated, and blew again 
more violently, vomiting forth flames and fii-e. It has been 
so, without inteiTuptioo, to this present hour. J had begun to 
hope for a calm from these outbreaks of the devil, when he 
made a fresh attack through Munzer and his revolt, which 
failed though to extinguish the light. Christ himself healed 
that breach ; when, !o ! in the person of Carlstadt, he came 
and broke my window-panes. There he was, bellowing and 
storming, so that I thought he was come to put out light, wax, 
and tinder at once. But God was at hand to aid his poor little 
light, nor would he permit it to be extinguished. Then came 
the Sacramentarians and the Anabaptists, who broke open 
doora and windows to put out this liglit. Again it was in great 
danger, but, thanks be to God, their spite was again disap. 
pointed. Others, again, have raged agaiast the old masters, 
against the pope, and Luther, all at once, as Servetus, Oampa- 
nu3. . . . As to those who have not assailed me publicly in 
prmted books, but from whom I have hoi-fle in private letters 
and discourses filled with indignities, I shall not attempt to 
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enumerate them here. It is enough to sny that I have bow 
learned, by experience (I would not believe the accounts from 
hisiorj ), that the Chu] cb, for the love of the word and of the 
blessed light must nevei e\pcct ifposc, but be ever on the 
look out ior fiesh outiages from the de\il , for so it has been 
from the begmmng 

' And though I should live i huodicd years longer, and 
quiet all these atoims past, piesent and to come, I see clearly 
that thi9 would not secure rest for those who come after me, 
BO long as the deiil lives ind teigns Therefore it is that L 
pray &od to grant me to live one 'ihort hour in a state of 
giace , I ask no loii^ej life You who com© ailer us pray lo 
God with fervor, and dili^nl!^ naJk in his comraandmenls. 
Guard well the poor caadle of the Lord, fti the devil neither 
sleeps, lest'!, and will not die until the final judgment. You 
and I shall die, and, ailei ne ate gone, he will be the same 
that he has always been, ever raging against the Gospel. . . . 
I see him from afar, blowing, puffing, and swelling out hia 
cheeks, till he becomes red in the face ; but our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ, who, at the beginning, emote him on his 
audacious visage, still maintains the combat with him, and will 
for ever. He whacaonot lie has said : ' I will be with you lo 
the end of the world ; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against thee.' And in St. Jobn he says ; ' My sheep shall 
lever perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand-' 
And again, in St. Matthew x. : ' AU the haira of your head 
are counted.' , . . ' Fear not, then, for those who can kill the 
body,' Nevertheless, it is commanded us to watch and keep 
this light as long as it is in use. It is said, ' Vifflaie ; the 
devil is as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.' 
Such was he when St. Peter pronounced this of him, and such 
he is and will be to the end of the world, . . ■" 

(Luther then reverts to the subject of succor from God, 
without which all our eiforts are vain, and he continues thus ;) 
"You and I were nothing a thousand years ago, and yet the 
Church has been saved without us. It has been so through 
the power of him. of whom it is said : Heri ut liodie. It is the 
same now ; il is not we who preserve the Church, for we could 
not reach the devil who is in the pope, and in seditious and all 
wicked people. The Church would perish before our eyes, 
and we with her, was it not for some higher power that protects 
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it. ^ We must leave Him to act of whom it ia said, Qui erit 
hen, vt hodil. (The same yesterday, and to-day, and for 
ever.) It ig a lamentable thing to see our pride and our auda- 
city, after the terrible and shameful examples of those, who, 
in their vanity, have believed that tlie Church was built upon 
themselves. . . . To speak only of these times, how did Mun- 
zer end ? he who thought the Church would fall if he were 
not here to support and govern it ? And more recently still, 
have not the Anabaptists been a terrible and sufScient warn- 
ing to us, to remind us how subtle a devii is at our elbow, how 
dangerous are our high thoughts, and how needful it is (as 
Isaiah says), that we look well into our hands when we pick 
up anything, to see if it be God or an idol, gold or clay 1 But 
all these warnings are lost upon us ; we go on in full security. 
Yes, without doubt, the devil is far from us ; we have none of 
the same flesh which was even in St. Paul, and from which he 
could notseparate himself, spite of all his efforts. (Rom, vii.) 
But we, we are heroes ; we need not trouble ourselves about 
the flesh, and carnal thoughta ; we are pure spirits, we hold 
captives at onco the flesh and the devil, and whatever eoraes 
into our heads, is the immaculate inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost. And this all ends so well, that horse and rider" both 
break their necks. 

" The Papists, I know, will here tell me, ' Well ! thou 
seest ; it is thou that complainest of troubles and seditions ! 
Who has caused them, if not thou and thy doctrine !' Behold 
the cunning artifice by which they think to overthrow Luther's 
doctrine from top to bottom. It matters not ! let them calum- 
niate ; let them lie as much as they will ; they must, at last, 
hold their peace. According to this grand argument, all the 
prophets also were heretical and seditious, for they were held 
as such by their own people ; as such, they were persecuted, 
and mostly put to death. Jesus Christ, our Lord, was himself 
obliged to hear it said by the Jews, and in particular by the 
high priests, the phariaees, and scribes, &c., by those highest 
in power, that he had a devil, that he cast out devils by other 
devils, that he was a Samaritan, the companion of publicans 
and sinners. He was also, in the end, condemned to die upon 
the cross for blasphemy and sedition. ' Which of the prophets,' 
said St. Stephen to the Jews, who were about to stone him, 
' which have not your fathers persecuted md slain ? and you. 
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their childrei), ye have sold and killed that Just One, whose 
coming those prophets foretold.' The apostles and the disci- 
ples have not fared better than their Master ; and his predic- 
tions were fulfilled in them. ... If thus it must so, and 
Scripture assures us it must, why be astonished if we also, 
who in these terrible times preach Jesus, and declare ourselves 
his followers, are, like him, persecuted and condemned as 
heretics, and disturbers of the public peace ! What are we 
compared with these sublime spints, enlightened by the Holy 
Ghost, endowed with so many admirable gifts, and with so 
fervent a faith ? . . . Let us, then, not be ashamed of the 
calumnies and injuries with which our enemies pursue us. 
Let all this be without terror for us. But let us regard it as 
our highest glory to receive from the world the same reward 
which the saints have had from the beginning, for their faithful 
services. Let us rejoice in God thatwe also, poor sinners, 
and despised of men, have been thought worthy to sulTer igno- 
miny for Christ's name's sake ! . . . 

" The papists, with their grand ai^ument, are like a man 
who should say that if God had not created good angels, there 
would have been no devils ; because it waa from among the 
good angels that Ihey came. In like manner, Adam accused 
God of having given him the woman ; as if, had God not cre- 
ated Adam and Eve, they would not have sinned. It would 
follow, from this fine reasoning, that God alone was the sinner, 
and then Adam and hiSjChildren were all pure, and pious, and 
holy. From Luther's doctrine there have arisen many trou- 
blesome and rebellious spirits ; therefore, they say Luther's 
doctrine isofthe devil. But St. John says also (1 Ep. ii.) : 
' They went out from us, but are not of us.' Judas was one 
of Christ's disciples ; then, according to their argument, Jesus 
Christ is a devil. No heretic has ever gone out from the pa- 
gans ; they have gone out from the Holy Christian Church ; 
the Church, therefore, must be the work of the devil ! It was 
the same with the Bible under the pope ; it was publicly de- 
nounced as an heretical book, and accused of giving counte- 
nance to the most damnable errors. And now the cry is, ' The 
Church ! the Church ! against and above the Bible ! ' Emser, 
the wise Emser, did not know well what to say about the Bible 
being translated into German ; perhaps he had not made up 
his mind whether it were right it should ever have been writ. 
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ten m Hebrew, Greek, or Latin. T)ie Bible and the Church 
do not agree too well together. If then, the Bible, the book 
and the word of the Holy Ghost, has so much to endure from 
them, what have we to complain of their imputing to us the 
heresies and seditions which break out 1 The spider draws 
its poison from the sweet and lovely rose, where the bee finds 
only hooey. Is it the fault of the flower, if ifs honey turns to 
poison in the spider 1 

" It is, aa the proverb says, ' The dog we wart to punish has 
stolen some meat;' or, as Msop finely says, ' The sheep that 
the wolf would eat has troubled the waters, although stand- 
ing at the bottom of the stream.' They who have filled the 
Church with errors, bloodshed, lies and murder, are not the 
troublers of the waters ; but we — we who have withstood 
sedition and heresy. Wolf, eat ; eat, my friend, and may a 
bone stick in thy throat, . . . They cannot act differently ; 
such is the world and its god. If they have called the master 
of the house Beelzebub, will they treat his servants better ? 
And if the Holy Scriptures have been called heretical, bow 
can we expect our books to be honored ? The living God ia 
the judge of all ; he will one day make it clear whether we 
are to believe the witness of this heretical hook called the Holy 
Scriptures. 

" May Jesus Christ, our beloved Saviour and keeper of our 
souls, bought by his precious blood, keep bis little flock faith- 
ful to liis holy word ; fo the end that it may increase, and 
grow in grace, in knowledge, and ia faitli. May he vouchsafe 
to support it against the temptations of Satan and this world, 
and to take pity on the profound lamentations and the agonizing 
longing witli which it sighs for the happy day of the glorious 
coming of our Saviour, when the fury and murderous bites of 
the serpents shall cease at last ; and for the children of God 
shall begin that revelation of liberty and heavenly bliss for 
which we hope at d for which we wait with longsuffering and 
pitienee. Amen Amen." 
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CHAPTER VII. 
Hia Ailments. — Longings for Death and Judgment — Death, A,D. 1546. 

"Both tootli-aehe and ear-ache ai-e cruel ailments; I would 

rather have the plague or the . When I was at Coburg, 

in 1530, 1 suffered much from a noise and whizzing in my 
ears, as if wind was escaping from my head, . . . The devil 
had a hand in it." "When ill, one should eat well, and drink 
wine." He treated himself on this plan at Smalkalde, in 1537. 
A man complaining to him one day of the itch, Luther said, 
" I would give ten florins to change with you ; you know not 
how distressing vertigo is. At this very moment, I am unable 
to read a letter through at once, indeed, I cannot read more 
than two or three lines of my Psalter ; for when I malte the 
aitempt, such a buzzing comes on in my ears, that I am often 
on the point of falling Irom my seat. The itch, on tlie con- 
trary, is a usefiil thing," &c. 

At dinner, after preaching at Smalkalde, he was attacked 
by a violent fit of the stone, and prayed fervently : " my God, 
my Lord Jesus, thou knowest how zealously I have taught 
thy word, ^it he for tite glory (^ iky name, com& to my aid; 
if not, deign to close my eyes. I shall die the enemy of iky 
enetiiies, and hating the accursed one, the pope, who has set 
hitoself above Christ." He then improvised four Latin verses 
01) the subject. " My head swims so, and ia so weak, that I 
can no longer read or write, especially fasting." (Feb. Stli, 
1543.) " I am weak, and weary of life, and think of bidding 
farewell to the world, which is now wholly the devil's. May 
the Lord grant me favorable weather and a happy passage. 
Amen !" (March 14th.) 

To Amsdorff. " I am writing to thee after supper ; for fast- 
ing, I cannot even look at a book without danger. I am much 
surprised at this illness of mine, and know not whether it be 
a buffet of Satan's, or a natural weakness." (August 18th.) 
" I believe my true malady to be old age ; and, nest to this, 
my overpowering labora and thoughts, but, mainly, the buf- 
fets of Satan ; and all the physic in the world cannot cure me 
oftiese." (Nov. 7th, 1543.) 
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To Spalalin.' " I must say, that ia all my life, cind all my 
cares about the Gospel, I have never gone through so troubled 
a year as that which has just ended. I have a tremendous 
quarrel on hand with the lawyers on the subject of private 
marriages ; in those whom I had believed to be steadfast friends 
of the Gospel, I find cruel enemies. Dost thou think that this 
is no pain to me, dear Spalatin ?" (Jan. 30th, 1544.) " I am 
idle, worn out, eold ; that is to say, old and useless. I have 
finished my journey ; it only remains for the Lord to gather 
me to my fathers, and to render unto corruption and the worms 
their share in me. I am satiated with life, if tliis be life. 
Pray for me, that my last moments may be salutary to myself 
and acceptahle unto God. My only thoughts about the empe- 
ror and the empire are commending them to God in my 
prayers. The word seems to me to have arrived at its last 
hour, and, to use the psalmist's expression, to have grown old 
like a garment ; and now is the time come that we must change 
it." (Deo. 5th, 1544.) "Had i known at the beginning 
what enemies men are to God' d I h Id ' d' tahly 

have been silent, and held my p I d 1 y only 

sinned through ignorance." 

He once said, " Nobles, citiz n p I m 1 id al- 

most all meo, think they know h G p 1 b 1 D Lu- 

ther or St. Pan! himself; and look d wi a pas her on 

the Lord and Master of pastors Th n bl 1 gov- 

ern, and yet know not how. The pope knows how to govern, 
and does govern. The least papist is more capable of govera- 
ing than-;— I cry them mercy — ten of our court nobles." Lu- 
ther was one day told that there were six hundred rich cures 
vacant in the bishopric of Wurtzburg. "No good will come 
of this," he said, " it will be the same with us if we go on 
despising God's word and his servants. If I desired to become 
rich, all I should have to do would be not to preach. . . . The 
ecclesiastical visitors asked the peasants wherefore they would 
not support their pastors, when they kept cowherds and swine- 
herds ? ' Oh !' they said, ' we want these ; we cannot do 
without thorn.' They thought they could do without pastors." 

For sis months LuLher preached in his house to his own 
family every Sunday, but not in the church. " I do this,"' he 
said to Dr. Jouas, " to clear my conscience, and discharge my 
duty as thcfathcrofa family. But " know and see that God's 
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word will not be more minded here than in church." "You 
will have to succeed me as preacher, Dr. Jonas ; think on it, 
and acquit yourself well." He wallced out of church one day, 
in anger at the people's talking (a.d. 1545). On the 16th of 
February, 1546, Luther remarked that Aristotle had written 
no better book than the fifth of his Emca, where he gives this 
beautiful definition, "The virtue of justice consists in modera- 
tion, as regulated by wisdom." (This eulogium on moderation 
in the last year of Luther's life is very remarkable.) 

The count von Mansfeld's chancellor, on his return from 
the diet of Frankfort, said at Luther's table, at Eisleben, that 
the emperor and the pope were sudden in their proceedings 
against the bishop of Cologne, Herman, and were thinking of 
expelling him from bis electorate. On this, Luther said, 
" They have lost the game. Unable to do aught against ua 
with God's word and Holy Scripture, they are attacking us 
with wisdom, violence, craft, practisings, deceit, force and 
arms (ergo volunt sapieniid, violentia, astutid, practicd, dolo, vi ei 
arvds pvgnare). What says our Lord to this ? He sees tliat 
he is only a poor scholar, and be says, ' What will become of 
ray son and IV . . . For me, when they shall kill me, they 
must first eat. ... I enjoy a great advantage ; ray lord is. 
called Schlejlemmi ; it is he who said, I will call you up ou 
the last day {ego suscitabo vos in novissmo die) ; and he will 
then say, Dr. Martin, Dr. Jonas, S'r Michael Cceliua, come to 
me, and he will call each of you by your own name, as the 
Lord Christ says in St. John, And lie calk litem by iheir names. 
Be ye, then, without fear. , . . God holds a fine band of 
cards, which is composed only of kings, princes, &o. He 
shuffles the cards, for instance, the pope with Luther ; and 
then he does as children, who, after having held the cards for 
a time in vain, tire of the game and throw them under the table," 
" The world is like a drunken peasant : put him up on his 
saddle on one side, he tumbles over on tlie other. No matter 
what way you set about it, you can't help him. The world 
will be the devil's." 

Luther often said that it vould be a great disgrace to the 
pope were he to die in his bed. " All of you, thou pope, thou 
devil, ye kings, princes, and lords, are Luther's enemies, and 
yet you can do him no harm. It was not so with John Huss. 
I take it that there has not been a man sn bated as I for these 
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hundred years. I, too, hate the world. In the whole round 
of life, there is nothing which gives mo pleasure ; I am sjcit 
of living. May our Lord then come quickly, and take me with 
him. May he, above all, come with his day of judgment. I 
would stretch forth my neck ... so that he hurled his tlmn- 
derbolt and I were at rest. , . ." He proceeds to console 
himself for the ingratitude of the world, by reflecting on the 
fates of Moses, Samuel, St. Paul, and of Christ. A guest of 
his said, that if the world were to last fifty years, many things 
might yet turn up. " God forbid," exclaimed Luther, " it would 
be worse than all the past. There would arise many other 
sects, which are now hidden within the hearts of men. May 
the Lord come, and cut all this short, for there is no hope of 
improvement!" "Life will be such a burthen, that there 
will be one universal ciy from all the corners of the earth. 
' Good God ! come with tho day of judgment !' And, hap- 
pening to have in his hand a chaplet of white agates, he add- 
ed, ' God grant that day may soon come. I would eat this 
chapiet to have it be to-morrow.' " 

Speaking at hia table of eclipses, and the little influence they 
appeared to haveon the death of kings and other great people, 
the doctor replied, " You are right ; eclipses no longer produce 
any sensible efiects ; and I think myself that our Saviour will 
come soon to veritable effects; and thai ere long the judgment 
will put an end to all our cogitations, and all things else. 1 
dreamt it was so the other day while 1 lay asleep in the after- 
noon, and I said then in pace in id ijisam reqmescam sea dor- 
miam. The day of judgment mus soon come ; for that the 
papal Church should reform is an impossibUity, neither will 
the Turks and Jews. ... In fact, there is no real improvement 
in the state of the empire ; and see, for thirty years now have 
they assembled diets without deciding on anything. ... I often 
think when ruminating in my walks of what I ought to ask in 
my prayers for the diet. The bishop of Mentz is naught ; the 
pope is lost for ever. I see nothing else to he done but to say, 
* Lord, thy kingdom come !' " 

"Poor, helpless creatures that we are, we eat our bread but 
in sin. Our first seven years of life we do nothing but eat, 
drink, sleep, and play. Thence to one-and-twenty, we go to 
?chool three or four Iiours a day j then follojv as our passions 
h'tid — -We or drink. After, only, we begin seriously to work. 
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Towards fifly, we have done, and turn children again ! Add 
to all this that we sleep away half of our lives ! Oh ! out upon 
ua ! Out of our lives we do not give even a tithe to God ; and 
do we thiak to merit Heaven by our good works ? Wliat have 
I been doing now ? I have been prating for two hours, have 
been eating for three, and have been idle for four ! Ah/ Do- 
mine, ne itOrRs in judicium cum servo tuo." (Oh ! Lord, enter 
not ioto judgment with thy servant.) After detailing all his 
sufferings to Melancthon, he exclaims, " Please God to take 
my soul ia the peace of Christ, by the grace of God I am ready 
to go; yea, desirous. I have lived and have finished the 

course marked out for me by God Oh may my soul, 

which ia weary of its long pilgrimage, now be suffered to 
mount to heaven." (April 18tii, 1541.) 

" I have not much time, my dear Probst, to write, for I am 
overcome by fatigue and old ^e : ah, kail, ungesUiU (old, cold, 
mouldy), as they say. Nevertheless, rest I cannot have, beset 
as I am by BO many reasons and obligations to write. I know 
more than you can of the fatalities that await this age. The 
world is threatened with ruin ; it is inevitable ; the more the 
devil is allowed to roam, the more brutish the world becomes.' 
There is but one consolation left us; it is that this day is nigh. 
The world has been sated with God's word, and taken a strange 
antipathy to it. Fewer false prophets arise. Why raise up 
new heresies when there is an epicurean disdain of the world ! 
Germany is dead ; she will never again be what she has been. 
The nobles only think of extorting ; the towns think but of 
themselves (and with reason) : so that the kingdom is divided 
aoainst itself, just when it ought to be confronting the legion 
of unchained devils which compose the Turkish army, we 



, i little if God be for or against us, and think \ 

shall triumph by our own strength over Turks, the devils, God, 
and everything : such are the overweening confidence and 
stupid security of expiring Germany ! And we, what can we 
do in the matter ? Complaints and tears are equally fruitless. 
All that is left for us to do is to reiterate the prayer, ' Thy will 
be done !" * (March Seth, 1542.) " I see, in every one, an 

' These Had and desponding reflections may almost be traced in ths 
beautiful portrait of Luther, in the collection of Zimmer.the publisliev 
of Heidelberg, Thia painting also cspresses the atiain produced by the 
continuation of Mg and animus esertiona. 
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indomitable cupidity, which to me seems one sign of the ap- 
proach of the last day. It is as if the world in its old oge and 
at its last gasp, became delirious ; as so often happens with the 
dying." (March 8th, 1544.) "I do believe that I am that 
great trumpet which prefaces and announces the coming of 
our Lord. Therefore, weak and failing as I may be, and 
small as may be the sound that I can make this world hear, 
my voice rings in the ears of the angels in heaven, who will 
take up the strain after us and complete the solemn call ! 
Amen, and Amen." (August 6th, 1545.) 

Duriag the last years of Luther's life, his enemies often 
spread reports of his death ; with the addition of the most sin- 
gular and tragic circumstances. To refute these, Luther had 
printed in 1545, in German and Italian, a pamphlet, entitled 
Lies of the Golhs touching the Deaik of Br. Martin Luther. 
" I lell Dr. Bueer beforehand, that whoever, after my death, 
shall despise the authority of this school and this church, will 
be a heretic and unbeliever ; for it was here first that God pu.- 
rified his word and again made it known. . . . Who could do 
anything twenty-five years since? Who was on my side 
twenty-one years ago ?" " I often count and find that I ap. 
proach nearer and nearer to the forty years, at the end of 
which I believe all this will end. St. Paul only preached for 
foi-ty yeai-s ; and so the prophet Jeremiah and St. Auguslin. 
And when each of these forty years had come to an end, in 
which they had preached the word of God, it was no longer 
listened to, and great calamities followed," 

The aged eleetress, when he was last at her table, wished 
him forty years more of life. " I would not have Heaven," 
said he, " on condition that I must live forty years longer. , . , 
I have nothing to do with doctors now. It seems they have 
settled that I am to live one year longer ; so that I won't maJte 
my life a torment, but, in God's name, eat and drink what I 
please." — " I would my adversaries would put an end to me , 
for my death now would be of more service to the C hurch than 
my life." (February 16th, 1546.) The conveisation lun 
ning much on death and sickness, during jiis last iisjt ti 
Eisleben, he said, " If I return to Wittemberg, I shall soon bo 
in my coffin, and then I shall give the worms a good meal on 
a fat doctor." Two days after this he died, at Lislebcn 
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Luilier's imprompiu on thefraiUy of life : — 

" Dat vjtram vitra Jonre (vltruia ipse) Lutherus, 

We leave these verses in Latin, as tliey would lose all theii 
merit in translation, 

A Note wriUett at Eisleben two days before his death : — 

" No one can comprehend Virgil's Bucolics who has not 
been five years a shepherd." 

" No one can understand Virgil'a Georgics, who has not 
been five years a husbandman." 

" No one can comprehend Cieero's letters, if he has not 
lived twenty years a politician and statesman." 

"Let no one imagine that he has mastered Holy Scripture, 
who has not, for a hundred years, governed the affairs of the 
Church, with Elias and Elisha, with John the Baptist, with 
Christ and his apostles." 

" Hanc tu ne diyinam Oneida tenta, 
Sed vestigia pi-onus adoi-a." 

" We are all poor mendicants Hoc est verum. 

16 Februarii, anno 1B46." 

FredwUon of Ute reverend father. Doctor Mardn Luther, 
wHUen m his own liand, and found after his death, in his library, 
hy those whom the most illustrious elector of Saxony, John Frede- 
rick I., had entrusted to search it. 

" The time is arrived, at which, according to ancient pre- 
dictions, there rnust arise, after the appearing of Antichrist, 
men who will live without God in the world, every one after 
his own deviceiB, The pope has long considered himself a god 
above God ; and now all wish to do without God, and espe- 
cially the Papists. Even we, now that we are free from the 
law of the pope, seek to deliver ourselves from the law of God, 
and follow only fiokle politicians, and this only so far as our 
own caprice dictates. We imagine the times far oiTof which 
such things are predicted ; but I say they are now at hand ; 
these godless men are ourselves. There are amongst us some, 
who so impatiently desire the day of Man, as to have begun to 
exclude from the Church the decalogue and tlie law ; of these 
ai'e Mastef Eisleben (Agricola), &,o. I am not uneasy about 
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the papists, they flatter the pope out of Intrcd to y> , and 
thereby to gain power until they will hceume a terror to the 
poor pope. ... I feel great satisfaction when I see those flat 
terers layiog snares for the pope, more to be dreaded by him 
than I myself, who am his detlaied enemy It is the same 
with us; my own people give me iai moie care and tiouble 
than all the whole papacy together which henceforth is pow 
erless against us. So true it is, that when an empire is about 
to fall to ruin, it is chiefly through its own pieponderaling 
weight. Rome, for instance, 

Mole ruit aua . . . 

. . . Corpus magonm populumque potentem 
In sua Tictrici converslim viscera, dextia." 

Towards the latter end of his life, Luther took a dislike to 
Wittemberg. He wrote to his wife, in July, 1545, from 
Leipzig, where he was staying : " Grace and peace to you, 
my dear Catherine ! our John will tell yon of our journey 
hither; Ernest von Schonfeldt received us veiy kindly at 
Lobnitz, and our friend Scherle still more warmly hero. I 
would fain so manage as never to return to Wittemberg. 
I have BO longer any affection for that town, and I do not like 
to live there any longer. 1 wish you to sell the cottage with 
the court and garden ; I will give back to my gracious lord the 
large house he was so good as to give me, and we will settle 
ourselves atZeilsdorf. We can put our land in good order by 
laying out my stipend upon it, aa I think my lord will not fail 
to continue it at least for one year ; the which, I firmly believe, 
will be the last I shall live. Wittemberg is become an actual 
Sodom, and I will not return thither. The day after to-mor- 
row I am going to Mersebui^, on count George's pressing 
invitation. I would rather pass my life on the high i-oads, or 
in begging my bread, than have my last moments tormented 
by the sight of the depravity of Wittemberg, where all my 
pains and labor are thrown away. You can communicate this 
to Philip and to Pomer, whom I beg to bless the town in my 
name. For my part, i can no longer live there." It required 
the most earnest entreaties of hia friends, of the whole univer- 
sity, and of the elector, to make him renounce this resolution ; 
he returned to Wittemberg on the 19th of August. 

Luther was nit allowed to die in peace ; his last days were 
painfully emplo; 5d in the endeavor to reconcile the two C6unt8 
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von Mansfeld, whose subject he w^s born. He writes to 
count Albert) promising him to be at Bisleben : " Eight days 
itiore or less will not stop me, although I am much occupied 
elsewhere. I should rest in peace in my grave if 1 could first 
see my dear masters reconciled and made friends. (Decemlier 
6th, 1545.) 

(From Eisleben.) " To tlie very learned and very profound 
lady Catherine LuHier, my gracious wife. Dear Catherine r we 
are much torrnented here, and should not be soiTy to get. home; 
however, we must, I think, remain another eight days. You 
can say to Master Philip, that he will not do amiss lo correct 
his commentary on the Goapel, for in writing it, he did not 
Jknow why our Lord, in the Gospel, calls riches thonis. This 
is the setiool where such things are learnt. The Holy Scrip- 
ture threatens everywhere the thorns of eternal fire ; this ter. 
riCes me, and teaches me patience, for I must, with the help 
of God, make every effort to end well. . . ." (February Cth, 
1545J 

" To the gracious lady CaUterine LuOter, my hehved wife, who 
torments Iterself iy far too much. Grace and peace iti tjie 
Lord, dear Catlierine ! You must read St, John, and what is 
said in the catechism of the trust we ought to put in God. You 
alarm yourself as if (jod was not all powerful, and as if he 
could not make doctora Martin by dozens, if the first sliould be 
drowned ia the Saal, or perish in any other manner, 1 have 
One that takes care of me better than thou, or any of the 
angels could do, One who is seated at the right hand of God 
Almighty. Be comforted, then, Amen. ... 1 intended set- 
ting out yesterday, in ird med : but the misery in which I 
find my native country detains me. Would you believe it ? 
I am become a lawyer. However, it wiH not answer any 
great end ; it would have been better had they left me a theo- 
logian. They stand in singular need of having their pride 
humbled ; they talk and act as if they were gods ; but if they 
go on SO; I fear they will become devils. Lucifer was lost by 
his pride, &c. . . . Show this letter to Philip ; I have not time 
to write to him separately." (February 7th, 1546.) 

" To my gmtle and dear vnfe, Catherine Luilier von Bora. 
Grace and peace in our Lord, Dear Catherine, God willing, 
we hope to return to you this week. He has shown the power 
of his grace in this aflUii'. The lords arc agreed upon all 
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points, with the exception of one or two ; amon;; other?, upon 
the reconciliation of the two brothere, counts Gebhard and 
Albert. I am to dine witli them to-diiy, and i shall pndeavor 
to make them truly brothers again. They have written 
against each otiier with great bittcrne^, and have not, 
exchanged a word during the conferences. However, our 
young lords are very gay, going about in sledges witli the 
ladies, with bells tinkling at their horees' heads. God has 
heard our prayers ! I send you some trouf, a present from 
the countess Albert. This lady is well pleased to see peace 
restored in her family. . . . The rumor runs here that the 
emperor is advancing towards Westphalia, and that the 
French are enlisting landsknechts, as well as the landgrave, &o. 
Let tliem talk, and invent news, we will wait God's will. 
I recommend you to his protection. — Maetin Ldther." 
(February 14th, 1646.) 

Luther had arrived, the 28th January, at Eisleben, and 
though already ill, he joined in all the conferences until the 
17th Februaiy. He preached also four times, and revised 
the ecclesiastical statutes for the earldom of Mansfeld. The 
nth, he was so ill that the counts prayed him not to go out. 
At supper he spoke much of his appi-oaching end, and some 
one askmg him if he thought we should recognize each other 
iQ the other world, he replied that he thought so. On return- 
ing to his chamber with master Ctelius aad his two sons, he 
drew near the vfindow, and remained there a long time in 
prayer. After that he said to Aurifaber, who had just arrived, 
" I feel very weak, and my pains seem to increase :" on which 
they administered some medicine to him, and endeavored to 
■warm him by friction. He spoke a few words to count Albert, 
who had come to see him, and then laid himself down on the 
bed, saying, " If I could only sleep for half an hour, 1 think 
it would refresh me," He did sleep without waking for an 
hour and a half. This was about eleven o'clock. When he 
awoke, he said to those in attendance, " What, still sitting up 
by me : why do you not go to rest yourselves V Ho then 
commenced praying, and said with fervor, " In manus tuas 
commendo spiriium meum ; redemisU me, Dmrdne, Deus verUeUis. 
(Into thy hands I commend my spirit ; thou art my redeemer, 
O God of truth.)" He also said to those about him, " All of 
you pray, mj- friends, for the Gospel of our Loi-d, that bis reign 



3d b, Google 



HIS DEATH. 345 

may be extended, for the eouncil of Trent and the pope threaten 
it greatly." He then slept again for about an hour, and when 
he awoke, doctor Jonas asked him Iww be felt, " O my God," 
he replied, ," I feel myself very bad. I thinlc, my dear Jonas, 
that I shall remain here at Eisleben, where I was born." He 
then took a few steps about the room, and laid himself down 
again on the bed, where they covered him with soft cushions. 
Two doctors, and the count with his wife then arrived. Luther 
said to them, " I am dying ; I shall remain at Eisleben." And 
doctor Jonas expressing a hope that the perspiration would per- 
liaps relieve hira : " Ho, dear Jonas," replied he, " it is a cold 
and dry sweat, and the pain is woree." He then applied him- 
self to prayer, and said, " O my God ! Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, thou the God of all consolation, I thank thee for 
having revealed to me thy well-beloved Son, in whom I believe ; 
whom I have preached and acknowledged ; whom I have loved 
and honored ; and whom Hie pope and the ungodly persecute. 
I comraend my soul to iSiee, O my Saviour Jesus Christ ! I 
shall leave this terrestrial body ; I shall be taken from this 
life ; but I know tliat I shall rest eternally with thee." He 
repeated three times following, "In luanus tuiu 
spiritim, mewm.; redemsti me, Domine veniaAs." 
his eyes closed and he fainted. Count Albert and his wiic, 
as well as the doctors, used their utmost efforts to restore him 
to life, in which they with difficulty, succeeded. Dr. Jonas 
then Eoid to him, « Reverend father, do you Jie in constant 
reliance on the faith you have taught V He replied distinctly, 
" Yes," and fell asleep again. Soon ailer he became alarm- 
ingly pale, then cold, and drawing one deep breath, he expired. 

Mis body was borne to Wittemberg in a leaden coffin, where 
he was buried the 32d of February, 1546, with the highest 
honors. His mortal remains lie in the church of the castle, 
at the foot of the pulpit. (Ukert, i., p. 337, sqq. Extract 
from the accotml drawn wp hy Jonas and CteUus.) 

WUl of LuHier, doled January^ 6<ft, 1542. " I the under, 
signed, Martin Luther, doctor, acknowledge by these presents, 
to have given as jointure to my dear and faithful wife Catherine, 
to enjoy for the whole of her life as seems good to her, the 
estate of Zeilsdorf, sueh as I bought it, and have since made 
it ; the house Brun, which I bought under the name of Wolf; 
my goblets, and other valuable things, such as rings, chains, 
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medals iii gold and silver, to ihe vftlue of about a Ihousand 
florins. I have made this disposition, first, because she has 
ever been to me a pious and faitliful wife, who has tenderly 
loved me, and, by the blessing of God, has given me and 
reared up five children happily, still living. Secondly, that 
she may take upon herself my debts, amounting to about 
four hundred and fifty florins, supposing that I do not dis- 
charge them before I die. Thirdly, and above all, because 
I would not that she should be dependent on her children, but 
rather that her children should depend upon her, honor her, 
and be subjected unto her, as God has commanded ; for I 
have often seen children, even pious children, e'^cited by the 
devil to disobey this commandment, especially when the 
mothers were widows, and the sons had wivc!, the daughters 
husbands. Besides, I think that the mother will be the best 
manager of her children, and that slie will not make use of 
this settlement to tlie detiiment of her own flesh and blood, 
those whom she has cairied at her breast. Whatever may 
become of her after my death (for I cannot limit the will of 
God), I have this confidence in her, that she will always con- 
duct herself as a good mother to her children, and will share 
with them conscientiously whatever she possesses. At the 
same time, I pray all my friends to he witnesses of the truth, 
and to defend my dear Catherine, if it should happen, as is 
possible, that she should be acou'^ed by evil persons of keeping 
money back for herself, and net shaving it with her children, 
I certify that we have neither ready money nor treasure of any 
kind. This need surprise no one, when it is considered that 
we have had no other income than my stipend and a few 
presents, and that we have, nevertheless, gone to the charge 
of building, and have borne the expenses of a large household. 
I look on it also as a particular mercy from God, which I thank 
him for without ceasing, that we have had sufficient for our 
wants, and that our debts are not greater. . . , 

" I also pray my gracious master, duke John Frederick, 
elector, to coTifirm and ratify this present deed, although it 
may not he in the form required by the lawyers. 

Martin Luther. 
Witnesses — Melancthon, Ceitzigee, and BuGBNiiAfi£N." 
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additioj\s and illustrations.* 



Page 17. " and there I was lorn.'" — Cochlwus asserts that 
LuthoT was engendered by an incubus. When he was a 
monk, adds this writer, he was suspeoted of having dealings 
with the devil. One day while the Gospel was being read, at 
the part where it is said that Jesus forced a demon to come out 
of the body of one deaf and dumb, Luther feO on the ground, 
exclaiming, Non sum, non sum (It is not I, it is not I). Some 
Spaniards who were at the diet of Augsburg (a.d. 1530), 
seriously believed that Luther and his wife were to give birth 
to Antichrist. (Luth. Werke, t. i., p. 415.) 

Julius-Cesar Vamni, Cerdan, and Francis Junctmus, dis- 
covered in the constellations that had accompanied the birth 
of Luther, that he was to be an arch-heretic and an arch- 
villain ; Tycho-Brahe and Nicholas Pi-Uclter, on the contrary, 
declared he was bom under a happy sign. 

Page 18. "MarHn Irtd/ier."— Lotharius, iut-lier, leute-lierr? 
Chief of Men, Head of the People ? - „ „ 

Pago 31. " LtUlier describes how these templatioru, ^c. — 
" :When I was young, it happened that at Eisleben, on Corpus- 
Cliristi day, I was walking with the procession, in my priest's 
robes, when suddenly the sight of the holy sacrament, which 
was carried by doctor Staupitz, so terrified me (thinking m my 
blindness that it was Jesus Christ himself the vicar-geaeral 
was carrying, that Jesus Christ in person was there before 
me), that a cold sweat covered my body, and I believed my- 

* The " Life of Lnthei" iios been given entire ; but with tegai'd to 
the somewhat heterogeneous " Additions,'' the translator iiaa eKercised 
hia discretion in coulenaing and rettenchi-^ ; scrupulously, howaver, 
retainiog every ^a^3 ^e illusti'ativa of the great Reformer's life and 
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self (3ylng of terror. The procession finisiied, I confessedto 
doctor Staupitz, and related to him what had happened to me. 
He replied : ' Your thoughts are not of Christ ;~ Christ never 
alarms ; He comforts.' These words filled me with joy, and 
were a great consolation to mo." (Tischreden, p, 133, verso.) 

Doctor Martin Luther used to tell, that when he was in the 
monastery at ErfurtJi, ho said once to doctor Staupilz : " Ah ! 
dear sir doctor, our Lord GJod deals with us in a manner so 
terrible: who can serve him, if he humbles us thus to the 
dust 1 To which he answered me, ' Young man, learn better 
how to judge God ; if he did not act thus, how could proud 
hearts be humbled ? Lofty trees must be watched, lest they 
reach the skies.' " (Tischreden, p. 150, verso.) 

Luther had great difficulty in bearing the obligations imposed 
on him by monastic life ; he tells how, in the commencement 
of the Reformation, he tried in vain to read his prayer-book 
regularly ; " Though I shall have done no more than deliver 
men from this tyranny, they will owe me some gratitude." 
(Tischreden, p. 150.) This constant repetition, at fixed times, 
of the same meditations, this materialism of prayer, which 
weighed so much on the impatient spirit of Lulher, Ignatius 
Loyola, the contemporary of the German reformer, laid the 
greatest stre^ upon, in his singular Religious Exercises. 

At Erfurlh, Luther read the greatest part of the works left 
us by the ancient Romans, Cicero, Virgil, Livy. ... At the 
age of twenty he was honored with the title of Master of A rts ; 
and at the desire of his parents, he began the study of juris, 
prudence. ... At the coovent of Erfurth he escited admiration 
by his public exercises, and by the ease with which he ex- 
tricated himself from the meshes of logic. ... He read with 
avidity the prophets, and the apostles, the books of Saint 
Augustin, his Ex^lanaUon of the Psalms, and his book On the 
Spirit and the Letter, and learnt almost by heart the treatises 
of Gabriel Biel and of Pierre d'Ailly, bishop of Cambray, and 
was a diligent student of the writings of Occam, wliose logic 
he' preferred to that of Thomas or Scot. He was likewise a 
great reader of Gerson's writings, and above all, of those of Saint 
Augustin." (Life of Luther, by Melanethon.) 

Page 37. " The Dominican, Tettel, an impudent mounts- 
hank." — He preached, that if any otie had violated the holy 
virgin, his sin would be pardoned by virtue of the indulgences; 
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that the Ted cross which he had set up in churches had as 
much effieaey as tliat of Jesus Christ ; tliat lie had saved more 
souls by his indulgences than St. Peter by his discourses ; and 
that the Saxons had only to give money, and their mountains 
would become mines of alver, &c. {Lutlier adv. Brunsvic., 
Seckondorf, Hist, Lutheranismi, 1, i., § 16, &c.) 

By way of indirect concession, the Catholics gave up Telzel ; 
and MiltiSz relates, in a letter to Pfeffinger (Seckendorf,!. i., p. 
63), that he can prove, through an agent of the Fuggers, the 
great bankers of Augsburg, that he (Tetzel) made free with 
the money he received from the sale of indulgences. " I will 
write the pope a full account," he says, " and await his sen- 
Page 28. " he was seized wUh indignation." — " When I 
undertook to write against the gross error of indulgences, doc- 
tor Jerome Schurff slopped me and said : ' Would you then 
write against the pope t What are you about? It will not 
be allowed.' ' What,' replied I, ' what, if they must allow 
it?'" (Tischreden,. 384, verso.) 

Page 31. "ffte sermon in the vulgar limgue,v}'hich Luilier de- 
livered." He states in a clear, forcible manner, the doctrine 
of St. Thomas in the five first paragraphs, and especially in 
the sixth, which is very mystical. He then proceeds to show, 
from Scripture, in opposition to this doctrine, that the sinner's 
repentance and conversion can alone secure him pardon for 
his sins — (§ ix.) " Though the church were to declare that 
indulgences efface sins better than works of atonement, it 
would be a thousand times better for a Christian not to buy 
them, but rather to do the works and suifer the penalties ; for 
indulgences are, and only can be, dispensations from good 
works and salutary pains,"— {§ sv.) "Jt is better and safer 
to give towards the building of St, Peter's, than to buy the 
indulgences sold for this end. You ought, above all, to give 
to your poor neighbor; and if there should be none in your 
town who need your assistance, you ought to give towards 
your own churches. , . . My counsel to all is, Buy not these 
indulgences ; leave them to be purchased by bad Christians. 
Let each follow his own path, . . ."— (§ sviii.) "Iknow 
nothing about souls being drawn out of purgatory by ihe 
efficacy of indulgences ; I don't believe they can. Thesafer 
way is to have recoirse to prayer. . . . Leave the schoolmen 
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to bo schoolmen. All put together, they cannot stamp a doc- 
trine with authority." 

These would seem to be rather notes, to serve as heads of a 
discourse, than the eermoQ itsslf. (Luther, Werke, vii., p. 1.) 

Page 33. " It is said that Leo X. believed the whole to he a 
matter of frafesdoivd jealotisy." — " The pope was formeriy 
extr&mely proud, and despised every one. Th& cardinal-le- 
gate Caietano said to me at Augsburg, ' What ? do you think 
that the pope cares about Germany ? The pope's little finger 
is more powerful than all your princes.' When my first pro- 
positions upon indulgences were presented to the pope ' This 
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himself the Italian character. Tl ese pi Ijsiphers will be- 
lieve nothing without experience For n y p'irt tl ere is not 
one Italian I would trust any longer not even the empe or's 
confessor. My dear Caietano loved me with so true a fiiend- 
sliip, that he would have shed for me every drop of blood in 
... my own veins. They are queer fellows. The Italian, 
if good, ia really good ; but is a prodigy, a black swan." 
(July 21st, 1530.) 

" I want Sadolet to believe that God is the Father of al! 
men, even out of Italy ; but this is beyond an Italian's mind," 
(October I4th, 1539.) " The Italians," says Hutten, " who 
accused us of being unable to produce any work of genius, 
are now forced to admire our Alliert Durer ; and so strong is 
this admiration, that they even put his name on their own 
works in oi ier to sell them." (Hutten, iii., 76.) 

Page 34 " Either out of regard for lus university." — The 
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university of Wittemberg wrate to the elector, praying that 
he would estend his protection to the most illustrious of her 
members (p. 55, Seckendorf ). Luther's increasing celebrity 
attracted an immense concourse of students to Wittemberg. 
Luther himself says, " Studinm nostrum more formicarum 
fervet" (Our study is as busy as an ant's nest). A writer, 
almost contemporary with him, says, " I have heard my tutors 
say that students flocked to Wittemberg from all countries to 
hear Luther and Melancthon ; and that, as oou as h y d 
cried the city from a distance, they used h n to 

God with upliiied hands, for that from W b 
merly from Jerusalem, there came out h Go p 

truth, to be spreeid unto the furthest co ha 

(Scultetus in Annalibus, anno 1517, pp. 6 q d by 

Seckendorf, p. 59.) 

From a letter of Luther's, bearing date N 1 15 4 h 
elector would appear to have been but p n u w d 

his favorite univei'sity, "I bog you,' h da 

Spalatin, to ask the prince whethe^^ he m h 

academy to crumble away and perish V 

Page 34, "(/(i« prince had always talien u d p 

cial protection." The elector himself Sp 

" Our Martin's affair goes oa well ; Pfeffingei is full oi hope. 
(Seckendorf, p. 53.) 

Page 34, " tluit Holy Scriptwe speaks with such majesty." 
— Schenk had been charged to buy relics for the church cf 
Wittemberg; but, in 1520, the commission was recalled, and 
the relics were sent back to Italy, to be sold at any price they 
could fetch. "For here," writes Spalatin, " the lowest orders 
despise them, ia the firm and true persuasion, that it suffices 
to learn from Holy Scripture to have faith and confidence in 
God, and to love one's neighbor,^' (Maccr^e, p. 37, from 
Schlegel's Life of Spalatin, p. 59. Seckendorf, i,, p. 223.) 

■ Page 36, " Caieiano de Via, the legate, was certainly a judge 
not much to he feared." — Extract from an account of the confer- 
ences between cardinal Caietano and Luther : — Luther having 
declared that the pope had no power but salva Scriptvra, the 
cardinal laughed at hia words, and said to him, " Dost thou 
know that the pope is alxive councils? has he not recently 
condemned and punished the council of Bale ?" Luther. 
" But the Paris university has appealed from him." The Car- 
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dintd. "And Paris shall be equally punished." Again, L«. 
ther having quoted Gerson, tho cardinal answered him 
"What are the Gersonites to me?" Upon which Luiher 
asked him ia return, " And wbo then .are the Gersonites ?" ' 
" Oh, let us quit this subject," said the cardinal, and began to 
talk of other things. The cardinal sent Luther's answers to 
the pope, by an extraordinary express. Ho also sent word to 
Luther, by doctor Wenceslaus, that, provided he was willing 
to revoke what he had advanced on the subject of indulgences, 
all might be arranged. " For," added he, " the article on the 
mifh necessary Ibr the Holy Sacrament may very well bear a 
twist into a different sense." 

Luther said, oa his return from Augsburg, "that if he had 
four hundred heads, he would rather lose them all, than re- 
voke his article on faith." "No man in Germany," says 
Hutten, "despises death more than Luther." 

He offered Caietano to submit his opinions to the judgment 
of the three universities of Bale, of Friburg (in Biisgau), 
and of Louvain, and, if required, to that of the university of 
Paris, " esteemed of all time the most Christian and most 
learned." 

In a letter of Luther's to the elector of Saxony (Nov. 19th, 
1518), he expressly rebuts Caietano's charge, that his attack 
on indulgences had been instigated by the elector, and states 
that none among his dearest friends were privy to his design, 
"save my lords the archbishop of Magdeburg, and the bishop 
of Brandenburg," 

Page40, "required an iiiqub-yinU) ikemaUer hy disinterested 
judges."— The legates, nevertheless, confined their demands 
to requiring that Luther's works should he burnt. " The 

E-pe," they said, " will not soil his hands with the blood of 
uther." (Luther, Opera, ii.) 

Page 41. "MHUtz changed his (o»e."— In 1530, Luther's 
opponents were divided into two parties, represented by Eck 
and Miltitz. Eck, having held a public disputation against 
Luther, conceived that his repute as a theologian would be 
compromised unless he could either reduce him to retract, or 
procure his formal condemnation from the pope, and therefore 
he resorted to violent measures; whilst Miltitz, on the con- 
trary, as the direct agent of the Holy See, sought only to hush 
up matters, admitting everything that Luther advanced, spoke 



3d b, Google 



AND ILLUSTKATIOPTS. 



as freely as himself of the popedom, and oaly requii-ed him 
to promise silence. 

On the 20th of Octoher, 152.0, he writes to the elector to 
suggest the feasibility of the latter's sending two or three 
golden pieces, bearing his effigy, and as maoy silver ones, to 
the young cardinals, the pope's relatives, in order to propitiate 
them, and begs for himself as well. He had written on the 
i4th, to say, that Luther had promised to be silent, on con- 
dition that his adversaries woald be silent too ; and assures 
tbe elector that he will baulk Eck and his faction, 

Miltitz seems to have been a boon companion. He writes 
to the elector, that spending his evening joyously at Stolpa, 
with the bishop of Misnia, a pamphlet of Luther's was brought 
in, in which the official of Stolpa was attacked ; and that 
while the bishop fumed, and the official swore, he and duke 
George did nothing but laugh, (a.d. 1530. Seckendorf, 1, 
i., p. 98.) He and Luther passed some time together, making 
good cheer at Lichtenberg. (Ibid., p 99.) 

Miltitz met with a fitting end ; having tumbled into the 
Rhine, near Mentz, after copious libations, and being drowned. 
He had five hundred gold pieces about him. (Id. ibid., p. 
117.) 

Page 41. " ovmed that he had got ike whole world with him 
avsayfrom, dte pope." — Luther's works were already highly 
popular. John Frohen, the celebrated printer of Bale, wrote 
to him, oa the 14th of February, 1519, that his books were 
read and approved, even at Paris, and even in the Sorbonne ; 
that he had not a single copy left of all those he had reprinted, 
and that they were dispersed over Italy, Spain, and elsewhere 
and everywhere approved by the doctors. (Seckendorf, 1. i., 
p. 68.) 

Page 42. "not content with repairing to Leipsic, to plead in 
his own defence." — Luther's journey to Leipsic : " First there 
was Carlstadt, alone in a chariot, preceding all the others ; 
but a wheel coming off" near to the church of Saint Paul, he 
fell, and this fall was considered a had omen for him. Next 
came the chariot of Barnim, prince Df Pomerania, who was 
then studying at Wittemberg, and bore the title of honorary 
rector. By his side were Luther and Melancthon. A great 
number of armed scholars from Wittemberg accompanied the 
carriage." (June 19, 1519.) (Seckendorf, 1. i., p. 93.) 
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Pago 43, " with tlte auOiority of the prince, his protector." 
— Luther needed not any longer doubt the protection of the 
elector, when Spalatin, that prince's confidential adviser, trans- 
lated and published in Germany his book, entitled CoTisolation 
to all Chisliam." (Febmary, 1520.) 

Page 42. " to issue a solemn sumnwns . . . to a disputation." 
— At this period Luther, still somewhat unsettled in his ideas 
of reform, sought to clear up his doubts by argument, and de- 
manded and prayed for public conferences. On the 15th 
January, 1520, he writes to the emperor ; " It will now soon 
be three years since I have had to endure anger without end 
and outrageous wrongs, since 1 have been exposed to a thou- 
sand perils, and a prey to all the calumnies my enemies could 
devise against me. In vain have I asked pardon for what 1 
have said ; in vain have I offered to keep silence ; in vain 
have I proposed conditions of peace ; in vain have I entreated 
to be enlightened, if in error. Not a word has been listened 
to : one only object has been kept in view — my ruin and that 
of the Gospel. Since I have, up to this present moment, tried 
everything in vain, I will, after the example of Saint Alhana- 
sius, invoke the imperial majesty. I humbly, then, implore 
your majesty, Charles, prince of the kings of the earth, to 
take pity, not on me, but on >the cause of truth, for which 
alone it has been given you to bear the sword. Let me be 
allowed to prove my- doctrine. Either I shall conquer or 1 
shall be conquered ; and if I am found impious or heretical, 
I ask neither protection nor mercy." (Opera Latina Lutheri, ■ 
Wittera., ii,, 43,) 

Page 44. " Wlien (/te hull of condamnaii(m reached Ger- 
many." — The universities of Louvain and Cologne approved 
the pope's bull, and, consequently, drew down the attacks of 
Luther. He accused them of having unjustly condemned 
Occam, Pico de la Mirandola, La urentius Valla, John Reuch- 
lin. And to weaken (says CochlEBUs) the authority of these 
universities, he attacked them unceasingly in his books, putting 
in the margin, whenever he met with a barbarism, or anything 
badly written, as they say at Louvain, as tJiey say at Cohgne, 
' LovamaUter, CohmuUter,' &c. (CochlEeus, p. 22.) At Co- 
logne and Menfz, and in all the hereditary states of Charles 
v., Luther's works were burnt from the year 1530, (Cooh- 
Iteus, p. 25.) 
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Page 45. " Not one of them lias said it more eloquently i/inn 
Ae himself." — He wrote on the 29th November, 1521, to the 
Austm friars of Wittemberg : " I daily feel how difficult it js 
to divest oneself of scruples long entertained. Oh ! the pain 
it has cost me, though wiUi the Scriptures before me, to justify 
myself to myself, for daring singly to set myself up against 
the pope and hold him as Antichrist ! What tribulations have 
I not suffered ! How often have I not addressed to myself in 
bitterness of spirit the argument of the papists, ' Art thou 
alone wise ? are all others in error 1 can they have been so 
many years deceived ! Wliat if thou deceivest thyself, and 
draggest along with thee in thy error so many souls to ever- 
lasting damnation ?' Thus I used to argue within myself until 
Jesus Christ with his own, his infallible word, fortified me, and 
strengthened my soul against such arguments, as a rock raised 
above the waves, laughs their fury to scorn." . . . (Luth. 
Briefe, t. ii., p. 107.) c- r i .» 

Page 47. "He took Ids stand at this time on St. John. — 
" it is necessary to fake the Gospel of St. John in a very di^ 
ferent point of view from the other evangelists. The idea of 
this evangelist is, that man caa do nothing, has nothing of 
himself; that he owes everythmg to the divine mercy. . . . 
I repeat, and I will repeat, whoever would raise his thoughts 
to a salutary consideratioa of the Almighty, ought to make 
eveiything subordinate to the humanity of Christ ; ought to 
keep it ever before him, both in his life and in his Passion, till 
his heart is softened. Then let him not rest there, but let him 
develope and extend the thought still further. It is not of his 
own will, but of the will of God the Father, that Jesus did and 
suffered tliis or that. It is then that he will begin to taste the 
infinite sweetness of the will of the Father revealed in the 
humanity of Christ." , , 

Page 49. " His smallest pamphlets were emulously caught 
jtp."— The celebrated pamter, Lucas Cranach, made designs 
for Luther's smaller works.— (Seckendorf, p. 148.) ^^ 

Page49. " if any prinler more amsci^ntiom than tlie rest. — 
The same at Augsburg. The confession of Augsburg was 
printed and spread all over Germany before even the end of 
the diet; the refutation of the catholics, which the emperor 
had ordered to be printed, was sent to the printers, but never 
appeared. Luther, ridiculing the catholiea for not daring to 



3d b, Google 



publish this refutation, calls it a night-bird, an owl, a bat (noc. 
tua et vesperiUio). — (CochlEeus, p. 203.) 

Page 49. " it was to iJie nobles that Luther had ehiejly op- 
pealed." — " To his imperial majesty and to the Christian no- 
bles of the German nation. — Dr. Martin Luther (a.d. 1520). 

" To the grace and glory of our Lord Jesus. . . . The Ro- 
manists have cleverly surrounded themselves with three walls, 
by means of which they have up to this lime shut out the 
Reformation to the great prejudice of Christianity. First, 
they pretend that spiritual power is above temporal power; 
next, that it belongs to the pope alone to interpret the Bible ; 
and thirdly, that the pope only has the right to call a council. 

" May it please God to come to our aid here, and to give us 
those trumpets which formerly overthrew the walls of Jericho, 
that we may blow down these walls of paper and rubbish, 
bring to light the artifices and lies of the devil, and win back, 
by repentance and amendment, the grace of God, Let us 
begin with the first wall. 

" First Wall. . . . AU Christians are spiritually of the same 
condition, and there is no difference between them, but that 
which results from their different functions, according to the 
words of the Apostle (I Cor, xii.), who says that we 'be many 
members, yet but one body ;' but that each member has an 
office peculiar to itself, by which it is useful to others. We 
have all the same baptism, the same Gospel, the same faith, 
and as Christians we are all equal. ... It is with the priest 
as with the bailli, whilst in office he Is above the rest ; bul 
when he has laid it down, he becomes that which be was — a 
mere citizen. Indelible characters are but a chimera. . . The 
secular power being instituted of God, in order that the wicked 
may be punished, the good protected, its ministry ought to ex- 
tend to all Christiana, without consideration of person, pope, 
bishop, monk, nun, or others, it matters not. . . . Has a priest 
been killed, all the country is laid under interdict. Why is 
it not so when a peasant iias been murdered ? Whence this 
difference between Christians whom Jesus Christ calls equal 1 
Simply from the laws and inventions of men. . . . 

" Second Wall. . . . We are priests — does not the apostle 
say it (1 Cor, ii.) : 'He that is spiri^ifai judgeth oil things, yet 
he himself is judged of no man V We have all, by fiiith, the 
same Spirit, says also the apostle ; wherefore should we not 



3d b, Google 



3 ILLUSTHATiOHH. 257 



be sensible as well as popes, who are often infidels, of what is 
conformable to the faith, what contrary to it ? 

" Third WaU. . . . The first councils were not convened by 
the popes ; the council of Nice, itself, was convoked by the 
emperor Constontine. ... If enemies surprised a town, the 
honor would be to liim who should first cry ' to arms,' let him 
be burgomaster or not. Why should it not be the same for 
him who stands sentinel against our enemies, the powers of 
darkness, and who, seeing them advance, should be first to 
assemble the band of Christians against them 1 Must he 
be pope to do this ? . . ." 

The following is the summary of the Reformation proposed 
by Luther : — That the pope shall retrench the luxury of his 
court, and approximate more to the poverty of Christ. His 
court absorbs immense sums ; it is calculated that more than 
three hundred thousand florins leave Germany every year for 
Rome. Twelve cardinals would be sufficient, and they should 
be maintained by the pope. Why do the Germans allow 
themselves to be despoiled by the cardinals, who seize all their 
rich foundations, and spend the revenues at Rome ? The 
French do not suffer this. That no more contributions be 
levied to be employed against the Turks ; which is but a lure, 
a miserable pretest for getting our money. That the pope's 
rigjit of investiture be no longer acknowledged. Romedraws all 
to itself by the most impudent practices. There is in this city 
a simple courtier, who is possessed of twenty-two curacies, 
seven priories, forty-four prebends, &c. That the secular 
authorities send no more emnaU to Rome — as has been the cus- 
tom for a century past. That if suffice for the iostailation of 
bishops, that they be confirmed by the two nearest bishops, or 
by their archbishop, conformably to the council of Nice. " In 
proposing these changes, my object is to induce reflection in 
such as are disposed to aid Germany in becoming Christian, 
and to free herself from the deplorable government or the 
pope, a government which is Antichristian." 

That there be fewer pilgrimages to Italy. The orders of 
mendicants to be allowed to die away ; they are degenerated, 
and do not fulfil the intention of their founders. The tnar- 
riage of priests to be permitted. Many of the holidays to be 
suppressed, or made to fall on Sundays. Fetes of patrons, so 
nrejudicial \a morals, to be abolished. Fasts to be suppressed. 
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" Many thioga, formerly useful, are not so now." Begging 
to be put down. Each community to be Jield responsible for 
the care of its poor. The founding of private masses to be 
forbidden. Further inquiry fo be made into the doctrine of 
the Bohemians, and to join them in resisting the court of Rome. 
The Decretals to be abolished. Houses of ill-fame to be sup- 
pressed. 

" I JiQow yet another song fo sing fo the court of Rome and 
the Romanists ; and if their ears itch for it, they shall have 
It, and to the last stave (highest octave ?). You understand, 
Rome ? {Luther, Werlte, vi., 544—568.) 

Page 50, "Ivxmid not have violence and murder employed 
in ike cause of Hie Gospel." — He wished Germany to sepoi-afe 
itself peaceably from the holy see : it was with this view tJiat 
he wrote m 1530 to Charles V. and to the German nobles, to 
mduce them to renounce obedience to Rome. " The emperor," 
said he, " has equal power over the clergy and over the laity; 
the difference between these two classes is but fictitious, since 
by baptism we all bRcome priests." (Lutheri Opera, ii., p. 20.) 
Nevertheless, if one can believe the authority, suspicious 
enough we must allow, of Cochlffius, he was at this very time 
preaching war against Rome. Cochljeus mokes him say, " If 
we have gibbets for thieves, axes for brigands, fires for heretics, 
wherefore not arms against these masters of sedition, these 
cardinals, these popes, against all tliis slime of the Roman 
Sodom, which is corrupting the Church of Christ ? Why not 
wash our hands in their blood ?" I am not aware from what 
work of Luther's Cochlsus takes-these words. (Cocblseus, p. 22.) 
Page 51. " HiUten. . , . in order to strike a league heiween 
them and the nobles of Oie RUne."—Fmm the opening of the 
diet inquiries were made of Spalatin, as to the course the 
elector would pursue in case of war; there was reason to be- 
lieve that he would support his theologian, the glory of his 
university. " Who does not know," writes Luther to him, 
"that prince Frederick has become an example fo princes for 
his patronage of litei-ature ?" ycur Wittemberg Hebraizes and 
Helknines successfully ; there Minei-va governs the arts ; 
there the ti-ue theology of Christ triumphs." He writes to 
Spalatin (October 8d, 1520) : ■ « Many think that I ought to 
ask our good prince to obtain for me an edict from the empe. 
rcr forbidding any sentence against mcj unless I am convicted 
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of error out of Scripture.: consider whether thia be advisa- 
ble." It appeare by what follows that Luther thought he 
could couat on the sympathy of the Italians. " Instead of 
books, I would rather living books could he multiplied, tiiat is 
to say, preachers. I send you what has been written to me 
fron* Italy on this subject." " If our prince were so inclined, 
I do not believe that he could undertake any work worthier of 
hira ; were the commonalty of Italy to join us our cause 
would be mightily strengthened : who knows t God perhaps 
will raise them up. He preserves our prince to ua in order 
to make him the medium of spreading the divine word. Con- 
sider then what you can do in this quarter, for the cause of 
Christ." Luther had not neglected to win the affection of 
the towns. We find him at the close of the year 1530, soli- 
citing the elector to lower the taxes imposed on the town of 
Kemberg. " The people," he writes, " are drained even to 
misery by this detestable usury. , . . Fat livings a e de fa 
ter, religious ceremonies kept up, anil even son fa n es 
enriched by this usury, rather by this sacrileg us ax n 
this impious theft." 

Page 51. SudiscAitft (shoe of alliance). — The sabo a r dy 
served as a distinctive sign in the twelfth centu y Saba aU 
was a name of the Vaudois. {See Dufresne, & sa a he 
woi-d Sahatati.') 

Page 53. " AU this greatly added to my cons lera <m — 
Spalatin relates in his amials (p. 60) that the second da Lu 
ther appeared, the elector of Saxony, on retumtng from the 
town-hall, sent for Spalatin to his chamber, and expressed to 
him the surprise he felt ; " Doctor Mariia has spoken nobly 
before the emperor, and to the princes and states of the em- 
pire, only he was a little too bold." (Marheinecke, History 
of the Reformation, i. 264.) 

Page 59, "In the last conference ffie Archbishop ofTr&ves," 
^c. — Luther ended this conference by saying, "In all that 
concerns the word of God and faith, every Christian can judge 
as well for himself as the pope ; each must live and die ac- 
cording to his faith. The word of God is tlie peculiar property 
of each individual of the comraunity ; and each member must 
interpret it for himself, t cited in confirmation of this," con- 
tinues Luther, " the passage of St. Paul, 1st Corinthians xiv., 
where he says, ' Jf anylhing ie revealed to another that is sii- 
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ting hy, let the jirst hold Ids peace.' This text clearly proves 
that the master should follow his disciple, if the latter under, 
stand G*3's word hetter. They could not refute this testi- 
mony, and we broke up." Luth. Werke, ix, p. 117.) 

Page 64. " Lutlier found few hooks at Wartlurg. — He 
set ardmUly ahota tite study of Greek and Hebrew." It was 
here he began his translation of the Bible. Several ver- 
sions in German bad been already published at Nuremberg. 
in 1477, 1483, 1490, and at Augsburg, in 1518 ; but none of 
them were made for the people, being forbidden to be read, 
and also infamously printed." (Nee legi permittebantur, nee 
ob styli typorum hovriditatem satisfaoere poterant.) Secken- 
dorf, lib. i., 204. 

Before the end of the fifteenth century, Gtermany possessed 
at least twelve editions of the Bible in the vulgar tongue, while 
Italy had but two, and France only oae. {Jung, Hist, de la 
Reforme, a Strasharg.) 

The adversaries of the Reformation themselves contributed 
to increase thenumberof Bibles in the vulgar tongue. Thus, 
Jerome Emser published a translation of the Scriptures to op- 
pose that of Luiher, (Cochlteua, 50.) Luther's did not appear 
complete until 1534. 

Canstein'a printing-office at Halle alone printed, in the space 
of a century, two millions of Bibles, one million of New Tes- 
taments, and as many Psalters. {(Jfcert, t. ii., p. 339.) 

" I was twenty years of age," says Lutber himself, " before 
I had ever seen the Bible. I believed that no other Gospels 
or Epistles existed than tlioae in the sermon boolcs. At last, 
I found a Bible in the library of Erfurth, and I often read out 
of it to Staupitz with great wonder," (Tischroden, p. 255.) 

Under the papacy, (he Bible was all but unknown. Carl- 
etadt began to read it after he had taken his doctor's degree 
eight years. (Tiscbreden, p. 6, verso.) 

At the diet of Augsburg (a.d. 1530), as the bishop of Mentz 
was looking over the Bible one day, one of his counsellors 
happened to come in, who said to him, " Gracious lord, what 
does your electoral grace make of this book 1" To which he 
replied, "I know not what to make of it, save that all I find 
in it is against us." " Doctor Usingen, an Augustin monk, 
who was my preceptor at the convent of Erfurth, used to say 
to me when he saw mo reading Iho EIMo with such devotioc, 
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' Ah ! brother Martin, what is there in the Bible 1 It is belter 
to read the ancient doctors, who liavc sucked the honey of the 
truth. The Bible is the cause of all troubles.'" (Tisch., 
p. 7.) 

Selneeeer, a contemporary of Luther's, relates liiat the 
monlts would murmur at seeing Luther read thS Holy Scrip- 
tures so assiduously, and tell huh it was not in ' study of that 
kind, but by begging and collecting bread, meat, fish, eggs, 
and money, that he could he of any service to the community. 
.... His noviciate was extremely bad ; inside the monaa- 
teiy, the lowest and most laborious offices were given to him ; 
and outside, the begging with the sack. (Almanach des Pro- 
testants pour Nov., 1610, p. 43.) 

Luther states that, when he was first a student, " the pagan 
Aristotle was held in such honor, that whoever had disputed 
his authority, would have been condemned at Cologne as a 
rank heretic ;" but that ho was so little understood, that a 
rnonk, preaching on the Passion, favored his hearers with a 
two honi-s' discussion of the question, ' Whether quaEly were 
really distinct Jrom sabstance,' stating, as an instance, ' I couM 
pass my 'head through thai hole, but not the size of mi/ head.' " 
{Tischred., p. 15, verso.) 

" My brothers of the convent would say to me when I was 
studying, ' Sie tibi, «c rniU, saccum per nackvm ' (Come, we 
are all alike here, put the bag round your neck). ( Pischred,, 
p. 273.) 

Page 64. "He transJaUd into German MelanclMn's Apo- 
hgy." — He says, " Tuam in asinos Parisienses apologiam cum 
illoi-um insania statul vernacule dare ajectis annotationibus." 
(I am going to translate into German, with notes of my own, 
your Apology to the Paris asses, and to prove their insanity.) 

Page 73. " This reason v>as, iJie alarming character assumed 
iy tlie Reformation." — Before quitting his retreat, be often 
tried by letters to prevent his followers from going too far. 
To the inhabitants of Wittemberg. . . . "You attack masses, 
images, and other trifles, while you overlook faith and charity, 
of which you have so much need. You have, by your scan, 
dais, afflicted many pious souls, perhaps better than your- 
selves. You have forgotten what was due to the weak. If 
the strong run as fast as they are able, must not the weak, left 
behind, faint by the way f 
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" God has granted you great grace, has given you the word 
ill all its purity. Nevertheless, I see not a grajn of charity in 
you ; you do not even bear with those who have never heard 
the word. You have no care for our brothers ajid sisters of 
Leipsic, and of Meissen, and of so many other countries, whom 
we ought to save with ourselve-s. , . . You have thrown your- 
selves headlong into this business, neither looking to the right 
nor to the left. Do not count therefore upon me ; I shall deny 
you. You have begun without me, you must end the same, . . " 
(December, 1521.) 

Page 70, " ike confaswn that had arisen in his fack." — 
On his return to Wittemberg, he preached eight days running. 
These sermons effectually restored order in the town. 

Page 77. "I myself no longer kruno iMther." — " A chari. 
table exhortation of doctor Martin Luther to all Christians, to 
keep them from the spirit of revolt and disturbance." ("a.d, 
1524,) ^ 

" Iq the first place, I pray you to leave my name alone, and 
not to call yourselves Lutherans, but Christians. Who k 
Luther 1 My doctrine is not mine I I have not been cruci- 
fied for any one. St. Paul {1 Corinthians iii.) would not thai 
any one should call themselves of Paul, nor of Peter, but of 
Christ. How then does it befit me, a miserable bag of dust 
and ashes, to give my name to the children of Christ ? Cease, 
my dear friends, to cling to these party names and distinctions ; 
away with them all ; and let us call ourselves only Christians, 
after him from whom our doctrine comes. 

'' It is quite just that the papists should bear the name of 
th ■ party because they are hot content with the name and 
1 t f Jesus Christ, they will be papists besides. Well, 

1 t th n wn the Pope, as he is their master. For me, 1 
n th a nor wish to he master of any one. I and mine 
11 nf d for the sole and whole doctrine of Christ, who Ls 
u sol M ster." (Luth. Werte, ii., p, 4,) 
Pa 78 " Never had any priTiate man, before him, address- 
ed a monarch. . , " — .At this very time he was exceeding all 
bounds in his attacks on the holy see. In his reply to pope 
Adrian's briefe, he says, " I grieve to be obliged to write such 
good German in reply to this pitiful kitchen Latin. But God 
wills to confound Antichrist in all things. . . . It is a disgrace 
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to offer reasonable beings so stupid and absurd m interpreta- 
tion of Scripture." 

" I would make one bundle of pope and cardinals, and fling 
the whole into our little ditch of the Tuscan Sea. ^ Such a 
bath, I pledge my woi-d, and back it with Jesus Christ as se- 
curity, would cure them," 

" My little Pau\, my little pope, my little donkey, trot gently ; 
it is slippery, you will break a leg, you will injure youi-self, 
and folk will cry out, ' What the devil 's this 1 How our 
little popeling is injured V " {a.d. 1542. Bossuet s transla- 
tioninhis Variations, i. 45, 46.) ., , r 

Interpretation of the MoJiachoviluJ^ (monk calfWnd of tioo 
horrible popeUng monasters found in tlte Tiber, at Borne, m the 
year 1496 ; published at Fnlmrg, in Misma, in 1523, &y Pktkp 
Melancthon and Martin Luiker,—" In all times God has mam- 
fested by evident signs his wrath or his mercy. Even so his 
prophet Daniel foretold the coming of Antichrist, in order that 
the faithful, being warned, might be on their guard against 
his blasphemies and idolatry, 

" During this reign of tyranny, God has given many signs, 
and, lately, the horrible popeling monster, found dead in the 
Tiber in the year 1496. . . . Fii-st, the ass's htad sigmfieth 
the pope : for the Church is a spiritual body, which neither 
ouoht nor can have any visibfe head. Christ alone la loi-d 
and head of the Church. The pope has sought, in opposition 
to God, to make himself the visible head of the Church ; 
tlierefore this ass's head, attached to a human body, can sig- 
nify none but he. Indeed, an ass's head fits the human body 
better than the Pope tiie Church ! As great as is the differ- 
ence between an ass's brain and human intellect and reason, 
so great is the difference between the papal doctriae and the 
doctrine of Christ. ... . , 

"He has not only an ass's head as regards Scripture, but 
as regards natural law and human judgment. The jurists 
of the empire say that a true canonist is a true ass. 

" The monster's right hand, like to an elephant's foot, signi- 
fieth that he crushes the timid and fearful. And so he crushes 
and bruises souls by his decrees, which, without cause or 
reason, terrify consciences with a thousand sins of his inven- 
tion, and the names of which even are not understood, 

" The left hand signifieth the pope's temporal power ; who, 
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ill opposition to Christ's word, has become tiie lord of kinga 
and princes. Not one of tiiem h'ls e\citi,d or entered info so 
many wars; not one lias shed so mucli blood. Busjcd witii 
worldly matters, he neglects the pieaehingoi the word, and 
deserts the Churcli, 

" The right foot, like to an ox's hoof, ^ignifieth the mmisteia 
of spiritual authority, who support and defend this tyrannical 
power to the oppression of souls, to w it, pontilical doctoii, 
confessors, the swarms of monks and nuns, and, above all, the 
school divines, — all ol whom go on estending the pope'^ m 
tolerable laws, and so holding consciences pusoneis undei the 
elephant's foot. 

"The left foot, which ends in a guffin's claws, signiheth 
the Oiinistei-a of the civil power Just as the giiflin's clawo 
do not readily let go what they have once seized, so the pope's 
satellites have seized by the books of the canons the goods of 
ail Europe, and retain them so stubbornly that one cannot 
force them back. 

" The belly and the woman's breast signify the pope's body, 
that is, the cardinals, bishops, priests, monks, all the sacro- 
sanct martyrs, all the pampered hogs of Epieurus'a sty, who 
think only of eating, drinkiug, and voluptuous pleasures of 
every kind, and all this, not only freely, but with a reserve 
of peculiar privileges, . . . 

" Their eyes full of adultery, their hearts of avarice, these 
sons of perdition have abandoned the right road to follow 
Balaam, seeking the reward of his iniquity." 

Page 79. " They have not had tlie courage to face Lutlier 
aime." — According to Luther's own confession, this violent 
answer scandalized numbers of his own party. King Chris- 
tiem got him to write a letter of apology to Heniy VlII,, as- 
suring him that that monarch was about to introduce the Re- 
formation into England, in which he states, by way of excuse, 
that he had been informed that the work was not his, and 
offers " to sing a palinode " {palinodiam caviare). Sept. 1st., 
1535, Plis letter had no effect on the irritated Henry ; so, 
some months after, he breaks out with, " These womanly- 
hearted tyrants have but an impotent and sordid mind 

But, by God's grace, I am sufficiently avenged by the contempt 
I feel for them, and for Satan, their God." {Dec, 1525.) 

Page 82, " Allempls at organhalwn."^-When Lutli^sr felt 
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die necessity of introducing some order and regularity into 
the new Cliurcli, fiading himself called upon every day to 
judge matrimonial causes, and to decide on all the relations 
between the church and tlie laity, lie set hiLiiself to study the 
canon laws. 

" In this matter of marriage which has been submitted to 
me, I have decided according to the decrees of the popes. I 
have begun to read the regulations of the papists, and 1 find 
that they do not by any means follow them." {March 30th, 
1539.) 

" I would give my lefl hand for the papists to be obliged to 
observe their own canons. They would cry out more loudly 
against them than against Luther." 

" The Decretals are like the monster ; the head, a woman's ; 
the body, that of a devouring lion ; the fail, a serpent's ; no- 
thing but falsehoods and deceit. Behold the image of the 
popedom." — (Tisehreden, p. 277, foUo et verso.,) 

Page 82, " T/te answers lie re.lums to the muJUlude that 
»?ne toconsuU Um." — (October 11th, 1533.) Tq the commu- 
mty ofEssBigen : — " It is true, that I have said confession is 
good ; in the same way that I forbid no one to fast, to keep 
holy days, to go on pilgrimages, &c. But I wish all these 
things to be done freely, and at every person's choice ; not as 
if it was a mortal sin to omit them. . . . But, as there are 
many consciences captive to the laws of the pope, you will do 
well not to eat meat in the presence of those men still weak in 
the faith. This abstinence on your part becomes a work of 
charity ; in that it spares the conscience of your neighbor. . ." 

(October 16th, 1523,) To Mlcliael Yonder Slrassen, tax- 
gatherer, at Borna (concerning a preacher of Oelsnitz, who 
exaggerated Luther's principles) : — " You have seen what my 
opinion is by my book On Confessim and on Mass, where I 
show that confession is good when a matter of choice, ajid that 
the mass, though neither a sacrifice nor a good work, is yet a 
testimony of religion, A;c, Your preacher's fault is that he 
flies too high, and throws away his old shoes before he has 
new ones. He should begin by instructing the people in faith 
and charity. In a year or so, when they shall thoroughly 
understand Jesus Christ, it will be time to approach the points 
that he is now mooting. ... 1 preached three years at Wit- 
TRUiborg before comin;T to these questions, and men of this 
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stamp wish to do all in an hour. These hasty spirits work 
much harm, . . Let him refrain from prohibitiag and punish- 
ing confession. . . ." 

Page 84. " As to mass." — " Please God, 1 will try to do 
away with these masses. I can no longer hear the tricks and 
plots of these three demi-canons agaiast the unity of the 
Church." {November 27th, 1534.) 

" 1 have at last stirred up our canons to consent to the ahm- 
gation of masses." (December 2d, 1544.) 

" These two words, ' mass and sacrament,' are as far from 
each other as light and darkness, as heaven and hell, as God 
and devil. . . ." 

" Questions were frequently put to him with regard to the 
baptism of children before delivery: — " I have often hindered 
our mid wives from baptizing children before tliey were brought 
into the woild They used to baptize the ftetus as soon as the 
head appeared Why not baptize over the mother's belly, or, 
bettei still, baptize the belly itseJfl" (March 18th, 1531.) 

Page 86 " Be Mirmtris Ecdesue Instituendis." (Instruc- 
tions to the Ministeis of Wittembei^) : — " To dismiss unwor. 
thy mioisferg, to ablegate all masses and purchased vigils; 
in the morning, instead of mass, Te Beam, lecture and exhor- 
tation; in the evening, lecture and exposition; complines 
after supper. One mess only to be said on Sundays and holi- 
days."— (Briefe, August 19th, 1533.) 

In 1520, he published a catechism ; and ten years after- 
wards, another; in which he only kept baptism and tlie com- ■ 
munion, and did away entirely with confession ; at the same 
time exiiortmg to a frequent recurrence to tlie pastor's advice. 
He wished to preserve tithes in order to render ministers 
independent of the civil power. " Tithes seem to me the just- 
est thing m the world. Would to God that all taxes were 
abolished, save tithes, or ninths, or eighths ; what do I say 1 
The Egyptians gave the fifth, and yet could live ]" {June 
15th, 1534.) ^ 

Page 86. " fftat the priest is invested with an indestructible 
character." — " Pastors and preachers who give cause for scan- 
dal, ought to be suspended and imprisoned; and the elector 
has resolved to erect a prison for this purpose." ..." The 
doctor then alluded lo John Sturm, whom he had often visited 
ii: the castle of Wiltomberg iiiid who, persisting in iiolding the 
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opinion that Christ had only died for the exajuple's ^alte, was 
imprisoned in the tower of Schwrinitz, where he died." — ■ 
(Tischred., p. 190.) 

" Luther said tliat the Anabaptists were to he punished only 
ioasmuch as they were seditious." — (Tischred., p. 298.) 

Page 88, " lie yet exercised a sort of supreTitacy and coairol." 
—He decides tliat canons are obliged to share the public 
charges with the citizens. {Lelier to ilte Council of Stettin, 
January 12ik, 1523.) Applications were oilen made to him 
for church livings : 

" Put your miod at rest about having a parish. There is 
everywhere a great dearth of faithful pastors; so mucli so, 
that we are forced to institute and ordain ministers with a rite 
of our own, without tonsure, without unction, without mitre, 
or staff, without gloves or censer, in fine, without bishops." 
{December 16th, 1530.) 

{a.d. 1531.) The inhabitants of Riga, and the prince Al- 
bert of Prussia, ask Luther to send them ministers. 

The king of Sweden, Gustavus the First, asks him also for 
a preceptor for hia son. (April, 1539.) 

Page 88, " ilte aboUlion of ffte monastic vov>s." — In his trea- 
tise Be VUanda Hominum. Doelrina he says of the bishops and 
dignitaries of the church, " Let these hardened and impure 
ones, who have incessantly in their mouths, ' Christianity, 
Christianity,' learn that it is not for them tliat I have written on 
tbe necessity of eatmg meat, of abstaining from confession, and 
breaking images ; not for them, who are lifce the unclean that 
polluted the camp of Israel. If I have taught these things, it 
is to deliver the captive consciences of tliose unhappy monk.?, 
who doubt if they can break such vows without sin." (Seck- 
endorf, lib. i., sect. 60, p. 202.) 

Page 90. " Nhie nuns came to me yesterday," — Nine nuns 
had been carried off from their convent, and brought to Wit- 
temberg, " They call me a ravisher," says Luther ; » yes, 
and a thrice happy one like Christ, who also was^ a ravisher 
on earth, when, by his death, he took from the prince of this 
world his weapons and his power, and carried him away cap- 
tive." (CochlEeus, p. 73.) 

Page 93. " His old friend CarfaiaiM. "—Carlstadt was canon 
and archdeacon of the 0~llegiate church of All Saints, and 
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was its dean when Luiher entered as doctor in 1.jI2. (Scok- 
endorf, 1. i., p. 73.) 

Page 94. " Beyond Carhiadt, glimpses might he seen of 
Mitnxer." — Letter of doctor Martin to the Christiana of Ant- 
werp. " We believed, dui-ing the reigo of the pope, that the 
apints which malte a noise and disturbance in the night, were 
those of the souls of men, who, after death, return and wander 
about in expiation of tlieir sins. This error, thank God, haa 
been discovered by the Gospel, and it is known at present, that 
they are not the eouls of men, but nothing else than those ma- 
licious devils who used to deceive men by false answers. It 
is they that have brought so mnch idolatry into the world. 

" The devil seeing that this sort of disturbances could not 
last, has devised a new one ; and begins to rage in his mem- 
bers, I mean in the ungodly, through whom he malces his way 
in all sorts of chimerical follies and extravagant doctrines. 
This won't have baptism, that denies the efficacy of the Lord's 
supper; a third puts a world between this and the last judg-' 
ment; others teach that Jesus Christ is not God; some say 
this, othei-s that; and thei'e are almost as many sects and be- 
liefs aa there are heads. 

" I must cite one instance, by way of exemplification, for I 
Jiave plenty to do with these sort of spirits. There is not one 
of them that does not think himself more learned than Luther ; 
they all try to win their spurs against me ; and would to 
heaven that they were all such as they think themselves, and 
that I were nothing ! The one of whom I speak assured me, 
amongst other things, that he was sent to me by the God of 
heaven and earth, and talked most magnificently, but the clown 
peeped through all. At last, he ordered me to read the books 
of Moses. Tasked for a sign in confirmation of this order, 
' It is,' said he, ' written in the gospel of St. John.' By this 
time I had heard enough, and I told him to come again, for 
that we should not have time, just now, to read the books of 



" I have plenty to do in the course of the year with these 
poor people : the devil could not have found a better pretext 
for tormenting me. As yet the world had been full of those 
clamorous spieils without bodies, who oppressed the souls of 
men ; now they have bodies, and give thenselves out for livinjf 
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" When the pope reigned we heard nothing of these trou- 
bles. The strong one (the devil) was in peace in liis fortress ; 
but now that a stronger ooe than he is como, and prevails 
against him and drives him out, as the Gospel says, he storms 
and comes fortji with noise and fury. 

" Dear friends, one of these spirits of disorder has come 
amongst you in flesh and blood ; he would lead you astray 
with the inventioD? of his pride : beware of him. 

« First, he tells you that ail men have the Holy Ghost. 
Secondly, that the Holy Ghost is nothing more than our reason 
and our understanding. Thirdly, that all men have faith. 
Fourthly, that there is no hell, that at least the flesh only will 
be damned. Fifthly, that all souls will enjoy eternal life. 
Sixthly, that nature itself teaches us to do. to our neighbor what 
we would he should do to us ; this he calls faith. Seventhly, 
that the law is not violated by concupiscence, so long as we 
are not consenting to the pleasure. Eighthly, that he that 
has not the Holy Ghost, is also without sin, for he hi destitute 
of reason. 

" All these are audacious propositions, vain imaginations ; 
if we except the seventh, the others are not worthy of re- 

"' It is sufficient for us to know that God wills no sin. As 
to his sufferance of sin, we ought not to approach the question. 
The servant is not to know his master's secrets, simply his 
master's orders : how much less should a poor creature attempt 
to scrutinize or sound the mysteries and the majesty of the 
Creator? ... , ^. ■ 

" To learn the law of God, and to know his son Jesus Christ, 
is sufficient to absorb the whole of life. . . . a.d. 1535.' 
{Luth. Werke, torn, ii., p. 61, sqq.) . , , j- 

Page96. " Lulher obtained an order from Uie elector for 
CarkCadi's expulsion."—" As to Carlstadt's reproach, that I 
have driven him away, I should not much trouble myself i! 
the complaint were well founded ; but with God's help I hope 
I can justify myself in the matter. At all events I am very 
glad that he is no longer in our country, and I would wish he 
were not in yours." ,, . , 

" Basing himself on one of his writings, he would have al- 
most persuaded me not to confound the spint that animated 
him, with the seditious and homicidal one of Allstct (Mimzer s 
23* 
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residence) ; but when at my sovereign's comman I wf nt my- 
self among Carlstadt's good Christiana, I found tut too surely 
wliat seeds he had been sowing; and I thank God I was not 
stoned or pelted with mud. there, for the common form of bene- 
diction with which they greeted me was this : " Get you gone, 
in the name of a thousand devils, and may you brealt your 
neck before you get out of the town.' " (Letter to the Stras- 
burghers, Luther, Werke, t. ii., p. 58.) 

" la the disputations at Leipsig Carlstadt insisted on speak- 
ing before me ; he left me though to combat Eck's proposi- 
tions on the supremacy of the pope, and on John Huss. . . . 
He is a poor dispnter, with a dull and opinionated head of liis 
own, . . . but he had, however, a very merry Mary. . 

" These subjects of scandal do much harm to tiie cause of 
the gospel. A French spy once fold me that his king knew 
all about us; for he had heard that we no longer respected 
either religion or laws, or even marriage itself, but that, with us, 
it was like the beasts that perish, (Tischreden, p. 417, 422.) 
Carlstadt's DeaiJi. " I wish to know whether Carlstadt died 
repentant or not. . . ." 

" They tell a story of Carlstadt's having been killed by the 
devil. A man ol^ gigantic stature is said to have entered the 
church where Carlstadt was preaching, and to have afterwards 
gone to Carlstadt's house, where he caught up his son as if to 
dash out his brains against the floor, but set him down, and 
bade him tell his father that he would return in three days to 
bear him oif. Carlstadt died the third day. ... I tliink it 
likely that he was seized with sudden terrors, and that he was 
killed by the fear of death alone; for he had always the 
greatest dread of dying." (April 7th, 1542.) 

Page 102. " Tlie feasants first rosewpin tlie Black Forest." 
— An important circumstance in the war of the peasants is, 
that it broke out while the troops of the empire were in Italy ; 
otherwise the insurrection would have been more quickly sup- 

gessed. The peasants of count Sigismond von LupfFen, ia 
egovia (a.d. 1524), began the revolt, on account of the bur. 
dens laid on tliem (not for the cause of Lutheranism). TJiey 
declared this to William von Furstemberg, who was sent to 
reduce them. . . . This first insun-ection was apparently 
suppressed, when MuPficr roused the peasants of Thuringia to 
revolt. 
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The pious, the erudite, the peaceable Melanctlion showed 
how accordant the demands of the peasants were to the word 
of God and to justice; and exhorted the princes to clemency. 
Luther thundered against both parties. (Sec the text.) 

A Franconian song, composed afierthe warof the peasants, 
had for its burthen the verse — 

« Look out, peasant, or mj hoi-ae will bo over thee." 
This was tho counterpart of the war-song of the Dithniarsen, 
after they had defeated the Hack guard,— 

" Look out, horseman, the peasani^s upon thee." 

The common badge of tlie insurgent peasants was a white 
cross. Some bodies had the wheel of fortune on their bannera ; 
others seals, on which were engraved a ploughshare, with a 
flail, a ralte, or a pitchfork, and a sabot placed cross-wise. 
(Gropp. Chronique de Wurtzburg, i. 97, Wachsmuth,, p. 3fi.) 

A violent pamphlet appeared anonymously, m 1525, m- 
scribed " To tlie Assembly of all the Peasants." It bears a 
wheel of fortune on the title-p^e, with this inscription in 
German verses : 

" Now is the time (ov the nheel of fortune, 
God knows bcforehana who will keep uppermost— 
Peasants, I Romanists, 

Good Christiana, j Sophists. 

And lower down — 

"Who makes us sweat go? 
The avarice of tlie nobles " 

And at the bottom — 

" Turn, tnrn, turn, 
Will ye, nill ye, thou must turn." 

(Strobel, Memoirs on the Literature of the Sixteenth Cen- 
tury, ii., p. 44. Wachsmuth, p. 55.) 

After the taking of Weinsberg, the peasants passed a reso- 
liition in their general council, that no quarter was to be 
granted to any prince, count, barijn, noble, knight, priest or 
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monk, ' in a wori to no men who li „..^^^ „„„ ^u„,. 

mittcil the most frightful excesses of every kind. In Franco- 
nia alone, tliey laid in ruins, two hundred and ninety-three 
raonasteiies or castles They used to drain the contents of 
the wmecelHri, and divide amongst themselves the churcii 
ornaments and the clerical vestments. One of their amuse- 
ments was miking the nobles take off their hats to them. . . . 
The peasant women boro their share in the war, and marched 
under a banner of their own (JiBger, History of Heilbronn, 
n., p 34 ) 

When the insurrection had been put down in Snabia, num- 
bers of the peasants were crucified, others beheaded, &c. In 
Alsace, where the spirit of revolt had made great progress 
dulce Antony of Lorraine collected a body of troops, chiefly 
out of the scattered remains of tlie battle of Pavia, defeated 
the peasants in three encounters (a.l. 1525), and is said to 
kave slam more than thirty thousand. He had three hundred 
prisoners beheaded. (D. Calmet, Histoire de la Lorraine, i., 
p. 595, &c. ; Hottinger, Hist, de la Suisse, ii., p. 28 : Sleidan 
p. 115.) 
_ Page 106. "JExhoriation to Peace."— "Dr. Mmin Luther' 



"The man of the people, tempted beyond all measure, and 
crushed by intolerable burthens, neither will nor can endure 
any longer, and has good reasons for striking with flail and 
mace, as John of ilie Mattock threatens to do. ... I am re 
joioed to see the tyrants trembling. . . . 

" It belongs to the secular power and the nobles to complete 
the work (the work of Reformation). What is <3one by the 
regular authorities cannot be set down as sedition." 

After pointing out that .a spiritual, not a temporal insur- 
rection is required, he goes on to say ■ " Spread, then, spread 
the Holy Gospel; teach, wute, pieach that all human esta- 
blishments are nothing ; dissuade all from becoming priests, 
papists, monks, nuns : exhort all who are such to renounce 
their way of life and to make their escape , cease to give 
money fot bulls, tapers, bells, pictures, churches ; fell them 
that Christian life consists m faith and charity. Go on two 
years on this wise, and you will see what w ill become of pope, 
bishops, cardinals, priesthood, monks, nuns, bells, church- 
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towers, masses, vigils, surplices, copes, tonsures, rules, statutes, 
and tJie wliolo of thi.'i vermin, this buzzing swarm of the papal 
reign. The whole will have disappeared like smoke," 

Page 117. " Tltomas Mmxer, iJie leader of the Tliurmpan 
peasants." — Miiuzer laid down certain stages in the Christian's 
state. First, purification {Enigrobung), or the state of re- 
nouncing the grosser sins ; as gluttony, drunkenness, de- 
bauchery. Second, the studious state, or that in which the 
mind dwells on another life and labors to improve. Third, 
contemplation ; that is, on sin and on grace. Fourth, weari- 
ness ; that is, the state in which fear of the law makes us hate 
ourselves and inspires us with regret at our sins. Fifth, sus- 
pension of grace ; that is, either profound dejection, profound 
incredulity, and despair like that of Judas, or, on the contrary, 
the throwing oui-seJf through faith on God, and leaving all to 
his disposal. ..." He once wrote to me and Melancthon, ' I 
like you of Wittemberg attacking the pope ; hut your prosti- 
tutions, which you call marriages, like me not,' " Ho taught 
that a man ought not to sleep with his wife except assured 
beforehand, by a divine revelation, that their oifsprmg would 
be holy ; that else it was adultery.— (Tischred., pp. 298, 
293-) ,. . 

Munzer professed to have received his doctrine by divme 
Tevelations, and to teach nothing but what was directly com- 
municated by God. He had been expelled from Prague, and 
many other towns, when he took up his final residence at 
Alstet in Saxony, where he declaimed against the pope, and, 
what was more dangerous still, against Luther himself. 

Scripture, said MUnzer, promises that God will grant to 
him who asketh. Now, he cannot refuse a sign to him who 
seeks a true knowledge of his will. ... He said that God 
manifested his will by dreams.— (Gnod alius, ap. Ker. Germ. 
Scr., ii., p. 151 ; History of Mdnzer, hy Melancthon, Luth. 
Werke, t ii., p. 405.) . 

Page 120. " Ow cannot but le surprised at the seventy lom 
iohich Luther speaks of thdr defeat."—" The. reason of my 
writing so violently against the peasants is my horror at seeing 
them forcing the timid into their ranks, and^so draggmg mno- 
cent sufferers under God's visitation. . . .' 

To John Ruhel Us irother-m-Iaw.—" It is piteous to see 
the vengeance which has overthrown these poor people, but 
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what waa to Le done 1 It is God's will to sfrike terror into 
them ; otherwise, Satan would be doing worse than the princes 
are now doing. The lesser evil must be preferred to the 
greater. . . /' (May 23d, 1525.) 

Page 132. « The violence with toMck princes and bishops. " — 
" Good princes and lords, you are in too great a hurry to see 
me die, me, who am only a poor man ; with my death you feel 
assured of victory. But if you had ears to hear, I would 
tell you strange things ; and one is, that if Lutlier died, not a 
man of you would be sure of his life and dominions. ... Go 
on merrily, kill, burn ■ but with God's grace, I yield not an 
inch. I pray you, ho ve when you have killed me, not to 
call me to life in orde to 1 11 ne a^a n. . . . I have not to 
do, I see, with rational h n All the wild beasts of Ger- 

many are let loose upon m 1 ke n 1 a or bears, to tear me 
ia pieces. ... I write t wa n y but to no purpose. God 
has strucit you with bl biess (C ehlasus, p. 87.) 

Page 124. " Bucer . , . concealed las opinions for some time 
from Luther." — On the 14th of October, 1539, he wrote to 
Bucer, "Give my respectful regards to J. Sturm, and J. 
CaJvin, whose iwoks I have perused with singular gratifica- 
tion." 

Page 124. "Zmj^Ie and (EcoIampadius."—r"CEeo\!itn^a(lms 
and Zwingle said, ' We have Luther in peace, because he is 
the first through whom God has vouchsafed us his Gospel ; 
but after the death of Luther we will push our own opinions!' 
They Isoew not that they would die before Lutlier." (Tischred., 
p. 283.) 

" At first, (Ecolampadius was a fine-hearted being ; but he 
subsequently became sour and embittered. Zwingle, too, was 
at first full of vivacity and agree ability ; and he, too, turned 
morose and melancholy," (Ibid.) 

"After hearing Zwingle at the conference of Marburg, I 
considered that he was an excellent man, and (Ecolampadius 
as well. ... I have been much annoyed at seeing you pub- 
lish Zwlngle's book to the tnost Christian king, with a host of 
favorable testimonies prefixed to it, although you were aware 
tliat it contained matter offensive to myself and to all pious 
persona. Not that I envy the honors paid to Zwingle, at whose 
death I grieve"; but no conside:ation whatever should tempt 
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any one to do augiit prejudicial to purity of doctrine." (May 
14th, 153S.) 

Page 124. "Ihtois enaiigh, and more than enov^hof Bucer's 
tniquily." — " Master Bueec formerly thougtii himself exceed- 
ingly learned. He never was ; for he puhiishea that all 
people have but one and the same religion, and are eo saved. 
This is madness with a vengeance." (Tischreden, p. 184.) 

" Dr. Luther was shown a large book, written by one Wil- 
liam Postel, a Frenchman, on Utdti/ m tlie World, where he 
labored to prove the articya of faith from reason and nature, 
in the view of converting the Turks and Jews, and bringing 
all men to one same belief. The doctor observes, ' We have 
had similar works on natural theology ; and this writer 
proves the proverb — The French are lack-brains. We 
shall have visionaries arising who will undertake to reconcile 
all kinds of idolatry with a show of faith, and so extenuate 
idolatry.'" (Ibid., 68, verso.) 

Bucer made many attempts to be on good terms again with 
Luther. The latter writes (a.d. 1533), " As far as 1 am per- 
sonally concerned, I could easily forbear you ; but there are 
crowds of men here (as you may have seen at Smalkalde) 
ready to rebel against my authority, I can in no wise allow 
you to pretend that you have not erred, or to say that we have 
mistaken each other. The best plan for you is to acknowledge 
the whole frankly, or to keep your peace, and teach hence- 
forward sound doctrine only. There are some among us, as 
Amsdorf, Osiander, and others, who cannot away with your 



: the revolt of the Anabaptists (a.d, 1535), fresh at- 
tempts were made to unite the reformed churches of Switzer- 
land, Alsace, and Saxony, under one common confession of 
faith, Luther writes to Capito (Kcepstein), Bucer's friend, 
attd minister at Strasburg, " My Catherine thanks you for the 
gold ring you sent her;" then, after mentioning that it had 
been either lost or stolen, he says, " The poor woman is greatly 
distressed, because I had told her the present was a happy 
gago of the future concoi-d of your church and ouvs." (July 
9th, 1537.) 

Pagel27, " This forhearancecovM not last. The publication 
De Libera Arhitrio" (Of the Freedom of the Wili), — " You 
say less, but you grant more to freedom o 'he will than any 
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one fclse ; for you do not define free-will, and yet grant it 
everything. I would prefer receiving the doctrine of the 
sophists acd of their master, Peter Lombard ; who tell us that 
fiee-will is no more thaa the faculty of distinguishing and 
choosing between good and evil, according as we are directed 
by grace or not. PeJer Lombani believes with Augustin, thai 
if free-wil! have nothing to direct it, it can only lead man 
to sin. So Augustin, in iiis-second book against Julian, calls 
it the slave-will, rather than free will." (De Servo Arbitrio, p. 
477, verso.) 

Page ]27. " There is no longer God, nor Christ, nor Gospel." 
— " If God has lore-knowledge ; if Satan is (be prince of this 
world ; if original sin has lost na ; if the Jews, seeking right- 
eousness, have fallen into unrighteousness; whist the GentQes, 
seeking unrighteousness, have found righteousness (freely 
offered unto them) ; if Christ has redeemed us hy his blood ; 
there can be no free-will for men or for angels. Either Christ 
is superfluous ; or we must admit that he has only redeemed 
the vilest part of man." (De Servo Arbitrio, p. 525, verso.) 

Page 138. " The more Luther struggles." — Pushed hard by 
contradictions, Luther is reduced to mainfam ihe following 
propositions : — " Grace is gratuitously given to the most 
unworthy and least deserving; it is not to be obtained by 
. study, work, by any efforts, great or little ; it is not even 
granted to the ardent zeal of the best and most virtuous of 
men, whose sole pursuit is righteousness." (De Servo Arbitrio, 
p. 530.) 

Page 128. "And to his latest day, the name of him." — 
" What you tell me of Erasmus's foaming against mo, I can 
see in his letters. . . , He is a most trifling man, who laughs 
at all religions like his Lucian, and only writes seriously when 
he wishes to retort and annoy." (May 3Sth, 1539.) 

" Erasmus shows a spirit worthy of himself by thus perse- 
cuting the name of Lutheran, which constitutes his safety. 
Why is he not oS" to his Hollanders, his Frenchmen, his 
Italians, his Englishmen, &c.? ... He seeks by these flat- 
terers to secure himself an asylum ; but he will find none, 
and, betwixt two stools, wiir come to the ground. Had the 
Lutherans hated him as his own countrymen do, he would 
live at BSJe at the risk of his life. But let Christ judge this 
atheist, this Epicurus." (March Tlh, 1529.) 
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" Hoc acio pro certo, quod, si cum atercorc certo, 
Vinco vel vincor, semper ego maculor." 

Page 131. " I have chosen to practise wliat I preaclted." — 
Luther, in preaching tiie marriage of priests, thought 
only of putting an end to the shameful lie Ihey daily gave to 
their monastic vows. It never occurred to him at this time 
that a married priest would be led to prefer his family accord- 
iag to the flesh, to that entrusted to him by God and the 
Church. Yet he himself could not always withdraw himself 
from the selfish feelings of a father ; and expressions some- 
times escaped him, lamentably at variance with charity and 
devotion, as they are understood and frequently practised by 
Catholic priests. 

" It is quite sufficient," ho says, in one of his charges to a 
pastor," if the people communicate three or four times in the 
year, and that publicly. To administer the communion in pri- 
vate would become too heavy a burthen on ministers, especi- 
ally in seasons of pestilence. Besides, the Church ought not 
to be rendered in this mamier, as regards her sacraments, the 
slave of individuals, above all, of those who despise her, yet 
would, nevertheless, have the Church ia all cases ever ready 
to administer to them, although theydo nothing for theChurch." 
(November 26th, 1539.) 

He himself, however, acted upon very diiFerent maxims ; 
displaying on serious emei^encies all the heroism of charity, 

" I have turned my house into a hospital, as all others were 
frightened. I have received the pastor into my house (liis wife 
has just fallen a victim), and all his family," (November 4th, 
1527,) 

Doctor Luther, speaking of the death of Dr. Sebald and his 
wife, whom he had visited in tlieir sickness and touched, said, 
" They died of sorrow and distress more than of the plague." 
He took their children into his house, and being told that he 
was tempting God's providence ; " Ah !" said he, " mine has 
been a good schooling, wliich has taught me to tempt God in 
this way." 

The plague being in two houses, they wanted to sequester a 
dcacor who had entered them ; Luther would not allow it, 
24 
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both from trust in God, and unwillingae^ to create alarm. 
(Decembev, 1538. Tischreden, p. 356.) 

Page 132. " Pre-occwpied leiUi hmselmld cares."—" We 
have excellent wine from the prince's cellar, and we should 
become perfect evangelists, if the Gospel fattened us equally." 
(March 8th, 1523.) 

Luther usually concludes his letters, at this period, with 
such words as these : Mea casta, Dotidnus mem, imperatria: mea 
KetJuf, te sajulat. My dear rib, my niB.ster, my Empress Ke- 
tfia salutes thee. 

" My loi-d Ketha was at her new kingdom at Zielsdorf (a 
.small property belonging to Luther) when thy letters ar- 

He writes to Spalatin : " My Eve wishes for thy prayers to 
God to preserve to her her two infants, and to help her happily 
to conceive and become the mother of a third," (May 15th, 
1528.) 

Luther had three sons, John, Martm, Paul; and three 
daughters, Elizabeth, Madeleine, and Maraaret ; the two first 
daughters died young, one at the age of e^ht months, the other 
at thirteen years of age; on the tomb of the first is written, 
Bic dormit EUsaheiha, jiliola Ltdheri. The male line of Lu- 
ther became extinct in 1759. (Ukert, i., p. 92.) 

There is, in the church of kieritzch ^a Saxon village), a 
likeness of Luther's wife, in plaster, bearing the following in- 
scription : Catarina LuUisr, gehojtren vm Bohrau, 1549. This 
likeness had belonged to Luther, (Ukert, i., 364.) 

Page 139. " Marks ike end of Has period if atony." He 
was exceedingly wrath with too vehement preachers. If 
N * * * cannot be more moderate, he writes to Hausmann, I 
shall get the prince to eject him. 

"I have already begged ,you," he writes to this same 
preacher, " to preach more peaceably the word of God, ab- 
staining from all personalities, and from whatever gives annoy- 
ance to the people without adequate results. ... At the same 
time, you are too lukewarm about tlie sacrament, and are too 
long witiout communicating. (February 19th, 1538.) 

" We have a preacher from Kcenigsberg, who wants to in- 
troduce I know not how many regulations, touching bells, wax 
tapers, and other things of the like sort. ... It is not needful 
K preach so often. I hear that they give three sermons every 
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Sunday, at Kosnigsberg. Where is the use of that ? two are 
quite enough ; and for the whole week, two or three. Daily 
pi'eaching lakes one into the pulpit without sufficient medita- 
tion, and we preach whatever conies uppermost, whether to 
the purpose or beside it. For God's sake, moderate the tem- 
per and the zeal of our preachers. This Kcenigsberg preacher 
is too vehement, and tragedises, and glooms and discourses 
about trifles." (July 16th, 162S.) 

" Did I want to grow rich, I would give up preaching, and 
turn raountebanlt. I should find more ready to pay for seeing 
me, than I have hearers gratis now." (Tischred., p. 186.) 

Page 181. " So let us htfiior marriage." As early as the 
3.5th of May, 1524, he wrote to Capiton and Bucer : " I re- 
joice in the marriages you are contracting between the priests, 
monks, and nuns ; I love this array of husbands against the 
bishops of Satan, and approve the choice you have made for 
the different parishes ; in fact, there is nothing that you tell me 
but gives me the liveliest satisfaction : go on and prosper, , , . 
I will say yet more, we have of late years made concessions 
enough to the weak. Besides, since they harden themselves 

daily, we must speak and act with all freedom I am 

thinking myself of giving up the cowl, which I have woni so 
long for the support of the weak, and in mockery of tlie pope." 
(May 25th, 1524.) 

Page 131. "I have not liked to rejvse ghnng my father llie 
hope, ofposlerily." — " The affair of the peasants has emboldened 
the papists, and much injured the cause of the gospel ; and so 
we Christians must now lift up the head higher. It is to this 
end, and that it may not be said we preach the gospel without 
practising it, that 1 am going to maiTy a nun ; my enemies 
were triumphing ; they cried, lo ! lo ! I have wished to prove 
to them that I am not disposed to beat a retreat, thougii some- 
thing old and infirm. And perhaps I may do yet something 
else, at least I hope so, to damp their joy and to strengthen my 
own words." (August 16th, 1525.) 

Hardly was Luther married before his enemies spread the 
report that his wife was about to be confined. Erasmus 
caught at the report with great eagerness, and hastened to 
spread it among all his correspondents, but he was compelled, 
at a subsequent period, to eat his words. (Ukert, i, 189-192.) 

Eck and others attacked him. with n 
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occasion of bis marriage, to which ho replied in. various pieces 
whicii were collected under the title of the Fable of the Lion 
and tjte Ass. 

Page 133, " We are daily plunging deeper into debt." — 
In 1527, he was obliged to pledge three of his goblets for fifty 
florins, and at last sold one for twelve florins. His ordinary 
income never exceeded two hundred Misnia florins a year. . , . 
The publishers made him an offer of four hundred florins 
yearly, but ho could not resolve oa accepting it. la spite of 
his straitened means, his liberality was profuse ; he gave to the 
poor the presents made to his children at tbeir baptism, A 
poor scholar once asking him for a little money, he begged his 
wife to give him some ; but she, replying that there was none 
in the house, Luther then took up a silver vase, and putting it 
into his hands, desired him to go and sell it to some goldsrfiith 
for his own use. (Ukert, ii., p, 7.) 

" Doctor Pomer brought Luther one day a hundred florins, 
of which some nobleman had just made him a present, but he 
would not accept them ; he instantly gave half of it to Philip, 
and wished Dr. Pome/ to take back the rest, but he would 
not, (Tiachr., p. 59.) " I have never asked a single farthing 
of my gracious lord." (Tischr., p, 53-60.) 

Page 134. " Asking them nothing for all my labor." — " A 
lawful gain has God's blessing, as when one gains one farthing 
out of twenty, but a dishonest profit will be accursed. Thus 
it shall be with the printer of * * * who gains one farthing out 
of every two ... on the books he has had to print for me. 
The printer, John Grunenberger, said to me conscientiously, 
' Sir doctor, this brings me in too much ; I cannot supply 
copies enough,' This was a man fearing God, and he haa 
been blessed." (Tischr., p. 63, verso.) 

" You know, my dear Amsdorf, that I alone cannot supply 
all the presses, and yet they all come to me for this food ; 
there are here nearly six hundred printera." (April 11th. 
1525.) 

Page 140. " Wlierefore should I he provoked zeith the pa- 
pists ?" It seems, however, that they attempted to majce away 
with him by poison, (See letters written by him in Jan. and 
Feb., 1535 ; Cochlfeus, p. 25 ; Mischreden, p. 416, and p. 
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To the Christians of Holland, of Brabant, and of Flanders (on 
the pccBsioti of the torture of two Austin friars, who were burnt 
to death at Brussels). 

" Oh ! how shocking a deatli have these two poor men suf- 
fered. But what glory are they now enjoying in God's pre- 
sence ! It is a small thing to be despised and killed by this 
world, when we know that, as the Psalmist says (cxvi. 15.), 
' Predous.in the sight of the Lord, is the death of Ms saints.' 
And what is the world compared to God ? . . . What joy, what 
deli<fht must the angels have felt when they welcomed these 
two°souls ! GoA be praised and blessed to all eternity, who 
has permitted us, even us, to hear and to see true saints and 
real martyrs. We, who have aforetime honored so many 
false saints !" (July, 1523.) _ 

" The noble lady Argula von Stanfen passes her life in 
continual suffering and peril. She is filled with the spirit, the 
word, and the knowledge of Christ. She has atiacked the 
academy of Ingolstadt with her writings, because of their forc- 
ine a young man, named Arsacius, into a shameful revocation 
of his faith. Her husband, who is himself a tyrant, and who 
has just lost a post through her, is at a loss what to do. . . . 
As for her, though surrounded by so many dangers, she 
maintains a firm faith, although, -when writing to me, she con- 
fesses her courao^ is sometimes shaken. She is a precious 
instrument in the°hands of Christ. I mention her to you, that 
you may see how God can confound by this weak vessel the 
mighty of this world, and those who glorify themselves in their 
wiSlom." (a. D. 1534.) . ' , ■ . -. 

Luther's translation of the Bible inspired a general itch ot 
disputation. Even women challenged theologians, and averred 
that all the doctors were in darkness. Some of them were 
for mounting the pulpits, and teaching in the churches. Had 
not Luther declared that by baptism we are all teachers, 
preachers, bishops, popes, &c. ? (Cochlsus, p. 51.) 

Page 140. "And suffered to die of hunger."— Oae day, when 
some observations were made at Luther's table, on the little 
generosity shown to preachers, he said, " The worid is incapa- 
ble of giving anything with hearty will ; it requires to be dealt 
with by clamor and importunity ; and such impudence is bro. 
ther Matthew's, who, by dint of begging, got the elector to 
promise that he would buy him a fur robe ; but, as the prince s 
24" 
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treasurer took no notice of it, brother Matthew called but in 
the middle of his sermon, as he was preaching hefore the 
elector, ' Where is my fur robe V The order was repeated to 
;he treasurer, but he again forgot it ; so the preacher again 
referred to the gown in ihe elector's presence, saying this time, 
' Alas ! I have not yet seen my fur robe : where is it V And 
upon this hefinaHy obtained the promised boon." {Tischredea, 
p. 189, verso.) 

Nevertheless, Luther constantly complains of tho miserable 
state of iJie ministers generally. 

" Their salaries," he says, " are oilen grudged them ; and 
those who formerly would squander millions of florins on a set 
of rogues and impostors,- are unwilling iu these days to spare ' 
one hundred to a preacher." (March 1st, 1531.) 

" There is now establbhed here (at Wittemberg) a consis- 
torial court for questions relating to marriage, and to oblige 
the peasants to better discipline in regard to the payments of 
their pastors ; a regulation which, perhaps, would be of equal 
benefit if observed towards some of the nobility and the magis- 
(racy. (January 12th, 1541.) 

Page 140. " Tkere is noHdng certain with regard to ihe appa- 
rilions." — "Joachim writes me word, that a child has been 
born at Bambei^, with a lion's head .' but that it died almost 
instantly ; and iJiat there had also appeared the sign of the 
cross over the city ; but the priests have taken care that these 
things should not be noised abroad." (January 22d, 1525.) 
" Princes die in great numbers this year, which perhaps may 
aeeomit for this number of signs." (September 6tb, 1525.) 

Page 143. " when Hie Turks encamped." — Luther's first idea 
seemed to have been that the Turks were a succor sent him 
■rom God, " They are," says he, " the instruments of divine 
vengeance." A. D. 1526. (J'riEfiart adversus Turcos est re- 
pugnare Deo vidianii imquitates rmslraa per ilhs.) Ho did 
not wish the Protestants to arm themselves against them in de- 
fence of Papists; for "these (he said) are no better than tho 
Turks." 

He says, in a preface which he prefixed to a Iwok of doctor 
Jonas's, that the Turks equal tlie Papists, or I'ather surpass 
them, in those very things which the latter think so essential 
to salvation ; such as alms.giving, fasts, macerations, pilgri- 
mages, the monastic life, ceremonials, and all other pxtcmal 
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works ; and that }■ is for this rfeason that the Papists are re- 
served touching tlie worship of the Mahomcdans. He takes 
occasion from this to laud and elevate over these Mahomedaa 
and Romanist practices, " that pure religion of the aoul and 
spirit taught by the Holy Gospel." 

Elsewhere he draws a parallel between the Turk and the 
pope, concluding thus; " If we must needs oppose llie Turk, 
so must we in like manoer oppose the pope." Nevertheless, 
when he found the Turks seriously menacing the independ- 
ence and peace of Germany, he repeatedly recommended the 
maintenance of a permanent army upon the frontiers of Tur- 
key, and often repeated that all who bore the name of Chris- 
tians ought to be fervent in prayer to God for the success of the 
emperor's arms against the infidels. 

Luther exhorted tlie elector, in a letter of the 39th of May, 
1538, to take part in the war that was prepating against the 
Turks; and begged of him to forget the intestine quarrels of 
Germany, in oiSer to turn all his forces against the common 
enemy. 

A former ambassador in Turkey told Luther, one day, that 
the sultan had asked him, " Who is this Luther ? and what 
is his age V And that when he learnt he wa? forty-eight, he 
said, " I wish he was not so old ; tell him, that in me he has 
a gracious lord." " May God preserve me from all such gra- 
cious lords!" said Luther, crossing himself. (Tischreden, p. 
432, verso.) 

Page 143. " llie landgrave believing himself to he me- 
naced." — Luther, in a letter to chancellor BrUek, speaking of 
the landgrave's preparations for war, says, " A similar ag- 
gression on our part would be ^ great reproach to the Gospel, 
it would not be a revolt of the peasants, but a revolt of princes, 
which would bring the most fearful evils on Germany, It is 
what Satan desires above all things." (May, 1538.) 

Page 143. " dv&e George of Saxony." — " Pray with me, that 
it may please the God of mercy to convert duke George to his 
Gospel, or that, if he be not worthy of it, he may be taken 
out of the world." {March 27th, 1526.) 

Luther writes to the elector, on the subject of his quarrels 
with duke George. (December 31st, 1528.) ..." I pray your 
graco to abandon me entirely to the decision of the judges, 
8upp0B=ng that duke George should insist upon it;. for tt be. 
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comes my duty to expose my own life, rather than that your 
grace should incur the least detriment. Jesus Christ will, i 
feel sure, arm me with sufficient strength to resist Satan, 
singly." 

Page 144. " Oiis Moab,wlio exalts his pride." — Duke George 
was, after all, a good-tempered persecutor enough, 'Having 
expelled eighty-four Lutherans from Leipsic, he allowed them 
permission to retain their houses, 1o leave there their wives 
and children, aad to viisit them at the time of the yearly fair. 
In another instance, Luther having advised the Protestants 
of Leipsic to resist the orders of their duke, he (the duke) con- 
tented himself with praying the elector of Saxony to interdict 
all communication between Luther aud his subjects. (Coeh- 
lieus, p. 230.) 

'Page 145. " the "party of the BeformaHon Iroke out." — Luther 
still tried to restrain his favorers. On the 22d of May, 1529, 
he wrote to the elector to dissuade him from entering into any 
league against the emperor, and to exhort him to put himself 
entirely in the hands of God. 

Page 147. " the elector brought Mm as Tiear as possible to Augs- 
httrg." — He left Torgauthe-Sd of April, and arrived at Augs- 
burg the 2d of May, His suite was composed of one hundred 
and sixty horsemen. The theologians who accompanied him 
were Luther, Melancfhon, Joiies, Agricola, Spalatiii, and Osi- 
ander. Luther, excommunicated and proscribed the empire, 
remained at Coburg. (Ukert, t. i., p. 333.) 

Pagel49. " all the comfort he got was rough rebuke. "—Some. 
times, however, he sympathized with him in his trials : — " You 
have confessed Christ, made peace-offerings, obeyed Csesar, 
suffered injuries, endured blasphemies ; you have never ren- 
dered evil for evil ; in fact, you have been a worthy laborer 
in the Lord's vineyard, as becometh the godly. Rejoice, then, 
and be comforted in the Saviour. Man of long-suffering, look 
up, and raise your drooping head, for your redemption draw, 
eth nigh. I will canonfze you as a faithful member of Christ ; 
what more of glory would you seek 1" (September 15th, 
1530.) ^ 

Page 150. "The Protestant profession of faith."— " At 
the diet of iug'ibmg duke William of Bavaria, who 
was strongly oppj^ed to the rttnrmLJs, having said to Dr. 
Eck, 'Ca-dotwp 1 ful llcfae p anus bv the Holy Scrip. 
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turcs?' 'No/ said he, 'but by the Fathers.' The bishop 
of Menlz then said, ' Mark ! how famously our tlieologians 
defend us ! The Lutherans show us their belief in Scripture, 
and we ours out of Scripture.' The same bishop then added, 
' The Laibei-ans have one article which we cannot confute, 
whatever may be the ease with the rest, — the one on mar- 
riage.' " (Tischred., p. 99.) 

Page 153. " If the emperor chooses to publish an edict." — 
Luther, conscious of his power, says, " If I were killed by 
the Papists, my death would protect those I leave behind ; and 
these wild beasts would perhaps be more cruelly punished for 
it ihBJi even I could wish. For there is One who will say 
someday, Where is iky brother Abel? And He shall mark 
them OD the forehead, and they shall be wanderers on the face 
of the earth. . . . Ourraee is nowunderthe protection of our 
Lord God, who has written, ' I will show mercy unto thousands 
in them that love me and keep my commandments.' And I 
believe in these words !" (June 30th, 1530.) 

" If I were to be killed in any disturbance of the Papists, I 
should -bear off with me such numbers of bishops, priests, and 
monks, that all would say, ' Dr. Martin Luther is followed to 
the tomb by a grand procession indeed. He must have been 
a great doctor, learned and good, beyond all bishops, priests, 
and monks ; Oierefore ihey must all be at his interment, and, 
like him, on their backs.' , So we should take our last journey 
together." (a. b. 1631.) Cochlseus, p. 211. Extract from 
the book of Luther, entitled, " Advice to the (lermans." 

The Catholics, he was told, reproached him with many false 
interpretations in his translation of the Scriptures ; he replied, 
" They have much too long ears ! and their U-liau ! U-htu ! 
is too weali to be able to judge of a translation from Latin into 
German. . . . Tell them that it is Dr. Martin Luther's plea- 
sure that an ass and a Papist should be one and the same 
thing." 

" Sic vclo, sic juboo, sit pro ratione voluntas." 

—{Passage cited bv CochlEeus, 201, verso.) 

Page 152. "Leilheinreslweta us Leonard KeiserT — "Not 
only the title of king, but also that of emperor is due to him, 
since Vc has conquered him who has no equal upon earth. He 
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is not a priest only, — but a sovereign pontiff, and a true pope, 
who has just offered up his own body as a sacrifice nnto God. 
With good reason was he called Leonliard, — that is to say, 
' the strength of a lion,' He was a lion for forco and intre- 
pidity." (October 22d, 1527.) 

" If we were to believe Coclilffius, Luther was a persecutor 
in his turn. In 1532, a Lutheran having recanted, Luther 
had him taJsen up and carried to Wittembei^, where he vias 
imprisoned, and a process commenced against him. The 
charge against him being insufficient, he wag released, but 
was ever after persecuted in an underhand way by the Lu- 
theraoa," (Cochlieus, p. 218.) 

P^e 153. " They entered aprotest . . . prepared Jor tear." — 
Nevertheless, the issue of the struggle was so much feared on 
all hands, that, contrary to all expectation, peace was pre- 
■ served. {June, iriSl.) 

-The fear of a fresh rising of the .peasants greatly contri- 
buted to keep the princes in their pacific intentions. (July 
19th, 1530 ) 

Page 153. " Luilter was accused of having instigated the 
FrotesUmts." — So far from it, he had ever since 1529 dis- 
suaded the elector from entering into any league whatever 
against the emperor. ..." We cannot approve of any such 
alliance. Should any evil result from it, say open war, all 
would fall upon our conscience ; and we would prefer death 
a hundred times to the reproach of having shed blood for the 
Gospel's sake." (November 18th, 1529.) 

Page 153. " I have not advised resist-ance to tJie emperor." — 
In the Book of the Table Talk (p. 397, vei-so,) Luther speaks 
more explicitly. " There will be no fighting for religion's 
sake. The emperor has talten the bishoprics of Utrecht and 
of Liege, and has offered to allow the duke of Brunswick to 
seize that of Hildesheim. He hungers and thirsts for eccle- 
siastical property ; he absolutely devours it. Our princes will 
not suffer this ; they will want to eat with him ; on this they 
will come to buffets." (a. d. 1530.) 

" I have often been asked by my gracious master, what I 
should do were a highwayman oi muiderer to attack me ^ I 
should resist, out of loyalty to the prince whose subjeci and 
servant I am, I might slay the thief, even with the sword, 
and still afturwards receive tho --ai i miLjit But if it wci. 
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for the word of God, and as a preacliei-, that I was atlacked, 
I ought to suffer, and leave vengeance to God. I do not take 
a sword with me into the pulpit, only on the road. The Ana. 
baptists are knaves in despair ■ they cirry no arm? and hoast 
oftheirpatience." {1539 ) Lu a w q n 

of right of resistanc Taacod^ pb 
law of nature aud un ati h y 

pwrmissible : tiiere is dfl b puhg d 

" Tbe question wo d n h b n d fliou 
the time of the apostles, for then all the authorities were pa- 
gans, not Christians. But now that all the princes are Chris- 
tians, or pretend to be sucli, it is difficult to decide ; for a 
prince and a Chiistian are near of kin. Whether a Christian 
may resist the powers that be, is a question pregnant with 
matter. . . ; In fine, it is from tJie pope I wrest the sword, not 
fram tlie emperor," 

He thus sums up himself the arguments he might have ad- 
dressed to tbe Germans, if he had esiiorted them to resist. 

"1. The emperor has neither the right nor the power to 
give sueh orders ; certain it is, if he docs so order, we ought 
not to obey him. 

" 2. It is not I who excite disturbance ; I prevent it,~I am 
opposed to it. Let them consider whether they are not the 
beginners, who command that which is contrary to God. 

" 3. Do not make a jest of the matter ; if you will make 
the fool drunk {narr&a tmprian) talie care that he dues not 
spit in your face ; besides he is thirsty enough, and only de- 
sires to drink his fill. 

" 4. Well, tiien, you will fight ? bend your heads then for 
a blessing : success attend you ! may God give you the vir'- 
tory ! I, doctor Martin Luther, your apostle, I have spoken, 
I have warned you as was my duty.". . . 

" To kill tyrants is a thing not permitted to any man who 
is not in some public capacity ; for the fiftli commandment 
says: 'Thou shalt not kill.' But if I surprise a man with my 
wife or my daughter, although he be not a tyrant, I am justi- 
fied in killing him. So, if he were to take by force such a 
man's wife, anotber man's daughter, or another's goods and 
estates, his citizens and Bub]i«ls, sick of his violence and 
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tyranny, might assemble and slay him as they would any 
other murderer or highway robber." (Tiscbredcn, p. 397, 
verso, S(iq.) 

" The good and truly noble lord, Gaspard von Eokrilz, has 
desired me, my dear John, to write to thee my opinion, in the 
event of Cassar's malstng war on our princes on account of 
the Gospel, whether it be lawful for ua to resist and defend 
ourselves. I had already written my opinion on this subject 
in the lifetime of duke John. It is now a little late to ask 
my a<lvioe, since the princes have decided that they may and 
will both resist «id defend themselves, and that they will not 
abide by what I shall y D not strengthen the arms 

of the ungodly agains u p ave all to the wrath and 

judgment of God ; ^ h h h y 1 a up to this day, sought 
with fury, with laugh nd joy. Nevertheless mo- 

derate our side by th ampl f he Maccabees who would 
not follow those that f 1 a Aotiochus, but, in their 

simplicity of heart 1 d ler." (8th February, 

1539.) 

In hia hook De %eculan Fjtestaie, dedicated to the duke of 
Saxony, he sajs In Mian a, in Bavaria, and other places, 
the tyrants have issued an edict, commanding all to de- 
liver up the New Testament to the magistrates. If their 
subjects obey this edict, it is not a book which at the peril of 
their souls they deliver up ; it is Christ himself whom they 
give into the hands of Herod. However, if they are taken 
away by violence, it must be endured. Princes are of this 
world, and tliis world is the enemy of God." 

" We must not obey Cffisar if he makes war against our 
party, Tfie Turk does not attack his Alcoran, neither must 
the emperor attack his Gospel." (Cocblaus, p. 210.) 

Page 153. " My <^mion, as a tlieologian, is . . ." — The elect- 
or had asked Lutlier if he might resist the emperor sword in 
hand. Luther replied in the negative, only adding: "If, 
however, the emperor, not content with being the master of the 
states of princes, should go so far as lo require of them to per- 
secute, put lo death, or banish their subjects on account of the 
Gospel, the princes, knowing that this would be acting in op- 
position to the will of God, ought to refuse obedience; other- 
wise, they would be doing violence to their faith, and render- 
ing ilicmaC'lves the accomplices of crime. Il is sulhcient tor 
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them to suffer the emperor to take the matter into his own 
hands, — he will have to answer for it,— and to refraia from 
supporting their subjects against him." (March 6th, 1530.) 

Page 154. " I care not about being accused, of violence." — 
The elector had reprimanded Luther on account of two of his 
writings ( Warning to his ieloved Germans, and, Glosses on the 
pretended Imperial Edict), which he thought too violent. Lu- 
ther replied to oim (April 16th, 1631), " It was impossible for 
me to keep silence any longer in this aifair, which concerns 
me more than any one else. If I were silent under such a 
public condemnation of my doctrine, would it not be equivalent 
to abandoning, to denying it 1 Rather than this, 1 would brave 
the anger of all the devils, and of the whole woHd, not to 
mention that of the imperial councillors." 

Page 156. " Anabaptism v>as in &te ascendant." — The Ana- 
baptists had been for a long lime spreading in Germany. 
" We have here a new kind of prophets, come from Antwerp, 
who pretend that the Holy Ghost is nothing more than the 
mind and natural reason." (March 37th, 1525.) 

" There is nothing new, save that they say the Anabaptists 
are increasing and spreading in every direction." (Decem- 
ber 28th, 1527.) 

He writes to Link (May 12th, 1528) : " Thou hast, I think, 
seen my Antischwermenem, and my dissertation on the bigamy 
of the bishops. The courage of these Anabaptists, _wh en they 
die, is like that of the Donatists, of whom Saint Augustin 
speaks, or the fury of the Jews in wasted Jerusalem. Holy 
martyrs, such as our Leonard Reiser, die in fear and humility, 
praying for their executioners. The obstinacy of these peo- 
ple, on the contrary, when they are borne to execution, seems 
to increase with the indignation of their enemie^." 

Page 166. " were executed in ike same horrible manner." — 
Extract from an old book of hymna used by the Anabaptists. 

" The words of Algorius are miracles. • Here,' ho says, 
' others groan and weep, but I am full of joy. In my prison 
the army of heaven appears to me; thousands of martyrs are 
with me daily. In all the joy, all the delight, all the ecstasy 
of grace, I am shown ray Lord upon his throne.' 

" But thy country, thy friends, thy relatives, thy profession, 
canst thou voluntarily abandon tbem ? He answered those 
sent to him : • No man jan banish me from my country ; my 
35 
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country lies at the foot of the celestial tliroue ; there, my ene- 
mies shall be my friends, and shatl join in tlie same song.' 

" ' Nor doctors, nor artists, nor workmen can succeed here ; 
he that has not strength from on high, has no strength.' The 
angry judges threatened him with the flames. ' In the might 
of the flames,' said Algerius, ' you shall acknowledge mine.'" 
(WanderhorQ, t. i.) 

Page 163. Adbitiohs to Chapter II. Boos III. 
The following extracts from Ruchart (History of the Refor- 
mation in Switzerland) will s&rve to show the singular enthu- 
siasm of the Anabaptists : — " In tlie year 1529, nine Anabap- 
tists were apprehended and thrown into piison at Bale. They 
were brought before the senate, which summoned the minis- 
ters to confer with tliem. CEcoIampadius fii-st briefly ex- 
plained to them the Apostles' Creed and St, Athanasius's 
Creed, and showed them that the belief therein expounded was 
the true and indisputable Christian faith (doctrine) which Je- 
sus Christ and his apostles had preached. Then the burgo. 
master, Adelbert Meyer, told the Anabaptists that they had just 
heard a sound exposition of theiChristian faith, and that, since 
thBy complained of (he ministers, they ought to speak out 
frankly and freely, atid boldly explain in what they fcit ag- 
grieved I But no one answered a word, and they stood look, 
iDg at each other. Then the clerk of the chamber said to 
one of them, wlio was by trade a turner, ' How comes it that 
you do not speak now, after having prated so much elsewhere, 
in the streets, in the shops, and in prison V As they still re- 
mained silent, Mark Hedelin, the head tribesman, addi-cssed 
their leader, asking, ' What answer, my brother, dost fhou 
make to this proposition V The Anabaptist replied, ' I do not 
recognize you as my brother.' ' Why ?' said this nobleman 
to him. ' Because you are not a Christian. Repent fii-st, re- 
form, and quit the magistracy.' ' In what, then, do you think 
I sin so heavily V said Hedelin. ' You know well enough,' 
replied the Anabaptist. 

" The burgomaster then look up the word, exhorted h.'m to 
reply in a modest and becoming manner, and earnestly pressed 
him to apeak to the question prcposed. On this he repiied, 
* That no Christian conld belong to a worldly magistracy," be- 
cause he who fights with (he sword will perish with the sword ; 
that the baptism of ciiildren procpriicili from tlv: devil, and ia 
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«1 invention of the pope's; adults ought to be baptized, and 
not infants, according to Jesus Christ's commands.' 

" tEcolaJnpadius undertook to refute him with all possible 
peBtleness, and to show him that the passages which he had 
((uotcd bore a very different interpretation, as all the ancient 
doctors testified. ' My dear friends,' he said, 'you do not un- 
derstand Holy Scripture, and you handle it in a rude and 
insufficient manner.' And as he was proceeding to show them 
the sense of these passages, one of them, a miller by trade, 
interrupted him, accusing him o-f being a tempter, and an 
empty talker, saying that his arguments had nothing to do 
with the subject ; that they had in their hands God's pure 
and very word, that they would not forsake it their life long, 
and that the Holy Ghost spoke at the present day through it. 
At the same time, he apologized" for his want of eloquence, 
saying, that he had not studied, that he had not belonged to 
any university, and that from his youth he hated human wis- 
dom, which is full of deceit; and that he was well aware of 
the tricks of the scribes who were for ever seeking to throw 
dust in the eyes of the simple. Whereupon he began crying 
and weeping, saying, that after he had heard the word of God, 
he had forsaken his irregular course of life ; and that now 
that, through baptism, he had received pardon for his sins, he 
was persecuted of all, whereas, whilst he was sunk in vice of 
every kmd, no one had rebuked or imprisoned him, as was 
mw the ease. He had been confined in the gaol, like a mur- 
derer; but what wss his crime? &c. The conference- having 
lasted to tlie hour of dinner, the senate broke up. 

" The senate meeting again after dinner, the ministers be- 
gan to question the Anabaptists on the subject of the magis- 
tracy ; and when one of them had given very fair and satis- 
factory answers, the Brest evidenced their discontent, declaring 
that he was a waverer, and interrupted him. ' Leave us to 
speak,' said they to. him ; ' we who understand Scripture bet- 
ter than thou, who art still a novice, and incapable of defend- 
ing our doctrine against fosea.' Then the turner, beginning 
on argument, mamtained that St. Paul (Rom, xiii.), when 
speaking of the superior powei^, does not refer to the magia. 
trocy, but to the higher ecclesiastical authorities. This (Eco. 
lampadius denied, and asked in what pait of the Bible he 
found it. The other said, ' Turn over the leaves of your Old 
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and New Testament, and you will find that yoa are entitled 
to a salary. You aro better off than I, who have to support 
myself with the labor of my hands, so as to he a huithen to 
na one.' This sally made the bystandei's laugh, (Ecolam. 
padius remarked to them, ' Gentlemen, this is not a time for 
laughing ; if I receive from the Church my means of support 
and existence, I can prove the reasonableness of this from 
Scripture. Langua^ of the sort is seditious. Pray rather 
for the glory of the Cord that God may soften their hardened 
hearts, aod illuminate their hearts with his grace.' 

"After several other arguments, as the time of breaking up the 
sitting approached, one of them, who had said nothing the whole 
day, began howling and weeping- ' The last day is at hand,' 
he shouted forth ; ' reform ; the axe is already laid to the tree ; 
do not, then, calumniate our doctrine on baptism. I pray you, 
for the love of Jesus Christj persecute not honest folk. Of a 
verity, the just Judge will soon come, and will cause all the 
ungodly to perish.' 

" The burgomaster interrupted him, to tell him there was 
no need of all this outcry, but that he should confine himself 
fo reasoning on the points in question. Nevertheless, he at- 
tempted to- persevere in the same Btrain, but was prevented. 
At last, the burgomaster undertook to justify the conduct of 
the senate towards the Anabaptists, and staled that they had 
been arrested, not on account of the Gospel, or on account of 
their good conduct, but on account of their irregularities, their 
perjuries, and their sedition ; that one of them had committed 
murder, another had preached that tithes were unlawful, a 
third had excited disturbances, &c, ; that it was for these 
crimes they had been arrested, until it had been settled what 
course should be pursued with them, &c. 

" Hereupon, one of them began crying out, " Brothers, re- 
sist not the ungodly ; though the enemy should be at your 
gate, shut it not. Let them approach ; they cannot harm us 
without the will of our Father, since the hairs of our head are 
numbered. More than this, I say, you must not even resist a 
robber in a wood. Think you not that God watches over 
you?' They forced him to desist from this outcry," (Sa- 
ckart, Riforme Suisse, p. 493) 

Anotlter disputatim. — "Tlie Zwinglian ministers spoke to 
Aem amicably and ge'itly, proving to them that if fh^ taught 
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the tnith, Ihey were in the wrong to set arale from the Church, 
and to preach in the woods and other solitary places. Then 
ho briefly expounded to them the doctrine of the Church. 
One of the Anabaptists interrupted him with, ' We have re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost by baptism ; we have no need of in- 
structioii !' One of the lords deputies then said, ' We are 
commissioned to tell you that the magistrates are pleased to 
allow you to depart without further punishment, provided you 
quit the country, and promise never to return, except you are 
minded io alter your way of life !' One of the Anabaptists 
exclaimed, ' What orders are these * The magistrates are 
not masters of the land, to order us to quit it, or go elsewhere. 
God has said, Dwell in the land. I choose to obey this com- 
mandment,"and to remain in the country where I was born, 
where I was brought up, and no one has a right to hinder me !' 
He was now, however, taaght the contrary." (Idem, t. iii., 
p. 103.) ^ , 

" At Bale, an Anabaptist named Conradin Gassen used to 
utter strange blasphemies ; for instance, ' That Jesus Christ 
was not our Redeemer, that he was not God, and that he was 
not born of a Virgin !' He made no account of prayer, and 
when it was pointed out to him that Jesus Christ had prayed 
on the Mount of Olives, he answered with brutal insolence, 
' Who heard him V Being found to be incorrigible, he was 
condemned to be beheaded. This impious fanatic remmda 
me of another of our own day, who persuaded certain of our 
neighbors, some years ago, that it behoved to use neither 
bread nor wine. And when it was objected to him one day 
at Geneva, that Christ's first miracle was changing water into 
wine, he answered,' That Jeaus Christ was still young at that 
time; andthat it was a venial fault, which ought to be for- 
given him.' ", {Idem, t. iii., p. 104.) 

The Reformation, born in Saxony, soon gamed the banka 
of the Rhine, and proceeded up that stream to mmgle, m 
Switzerland, with the rationalism of the Vaudois ; it even 
dared to cross into Catholic Italy. Melancthon, who kept up 
a correspondence with Bembo and Sadolet, both secretaries to 
the apostolic chamber, was at first better known than Luther 
to the Italian literati ; and the glory of the first attacks on 
llome was attributed to him. But Luther's reputation spread- 
ing with the importance of his reformation, the Italians soon 
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learned to eoosider him the head of the Protestant party; and 
it is as such that Altiori addressed him, in 1543, in the name 
of the Protestant churches of the north-east of Italy (the 
eliurchea of Venice, Vicenza, and Trevisa). ..." Engage 
the most aerene princes of Germany to intercede for us with 
the Venetian Senate to relax the violent measures instituted 
against the Lord's flock, at the suggestion of the papal minis, 
ters. . . . You know the addition made here to your churches, 
and how wide is the gate open to the Gospel. . . Aid then the 
common cause." (Seckendorf, c, iii., p. 401.) 

Charles the Fifth himself contrihuted to spread (he name 
and doctrines of Luther in the Italian peninsula, by constantly 
pouring into it from Germany new bands of irndsknects, 
among whom were many Protestants, It is well known that 
George Voo Frundsberg, the leader of the Constable de Bour- 
bon's German troops, swore that he would strangle the pope 
with the gold chain that hung round his neok, ... 

Luther himself was solemnly proclaimed : " A number of 
German soldiers assembled one day in the streets of Rome, 
mounted on horsesand mules. One of them, named Grund- 
wald, of remarkable stature, dressed himself up like the pope, 
placed a triple crown on his head, and mounted on a mule 
richly caparisoned. Others tricked themselves out as cardi- 
nals, with mitres on their heads, and in either scarlet or white 
lobes, according to the personages Ihey represented. They 
then set out in procession, with drums and fifes, followed by 
an immense crowd, and with all the pomp customary in pon- 
tifical processions. Whenever they passed a cardinal's house, 
Grundwald gave his benediction to the people. He at last 
alighted from his mule ; and the soldiers, setting him in a 
chair, bore him on their shoulders. On reaching the castle 
of St. Angelo he takes a large cup, and drinks to Clement's 
health, and his comrades follow his example. He then ten- 
ders the oath to his cardinals, adding that he binds them to do 
h^mage to the emperor, as their lawful and only sovereign, 
and makes them promise that they will no more trouble 5ie 
peaco of tJie empire by their intrigues, but that, foi'owing the 
commands of Scripture, and the example of Jesus Christ and 
the apostles, they will be submissive to the civil power. AAbf 
an harangue, in which he recapitulated the wars, parricides, 
und sacrileges of the popes, the mock pontiff volunteers a 



3d b, Google 



ADDITIONS AND ILLITSTEATIONS. S95 

solemn promise to transfer, in form of a will, his pcwera and 
authority to Martin Luthor, who alone, he said, could abolish 
all abuses of the kind, and repair the bark of St. Peter, bo 
that it should no longer be the sport of wind and waves. 
Thea raisiag his voice, he esclaimed : ' Let all who think 
with me lift up their hands.' The whole of the soldiery at 
once lifted «p their hands, with shouts of ' Long live Pope 
Luther !' All this took place before the eyes of Cicment 
VIL" (Macree, Ref. in Italy, pp. 68, 67.) 

Zwingle's works, being written in Latin, had a wider cir- 
culation in Italy than those of the reformers of the north of 
Germany, who did not always use the universal and learned 
language. No doubt this is one of the reasons for the pecu- 
liar bias taken by the reformation in Italy, particularly in the 
academy of Vicenza — where Socinianism had its birth. On 
February 14tb, 1519, the chief magistrate of that city writes 
to him : — " Blaise Salmonius, bookseller of Leipsic, has sent 
me some of your treatises. ... I have had them printed, and 
have seat six hundred copies to France and Spain. . . . My 
friends assure me that even in the Sorbonne there are those 
who read and approve of them. The learned of this country 
have long desired to see theology treated ia an independent 
spirit. Calvi, bookseller of Pavia, has undertaken to dis- 
tribute great part of the edition through Italy. He also pro- 
mises to collect and send al! the epigrams composed in your 
honor by the learned of this country. Such is the favor your 
courage and zeal have won for you and for the cause of 
Christ." 

On September 19th, 1520, Burchard Schenk writes from 
Venice to Spalatin : — " Luther has long been known to us by 
reputation ; we say here, he must beware of the pope ! Two 
months since, ten of his books were brought here and at once 
sold. . . . BJay God keep bim in the path of truth and charity !" 
{Seckendorf, p. 115.) 

Some of Luther's works found their way to Rome, and 
even into the Vatican, under the safeguard of some pious 
personage, whoso name was substituted on the title-page for 
that of the heretical author. In this manner, , many cardi- 
nals, to their great mortification, were entrapped into loud en- 
is on the commentary Upon (he Epistle to the Romans 
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and tho TreaUse on Jmt^aUono? a. certain cardinal Fresoso' 
who was no other thun Luther. 

Page 168. " The momentary union oftlie Catholics and Fro- 
leslarUs against the AnabapHsis."— To rebut the reproaches of 
the Catholics, who attributed the revolt of the Anabaptists to 
11^ Protestant preachers, the reformers of all sects made an 
effort at amalgamation. A conference took place at Wittem- 
berg (a.d. 1536), to which Bucer, Capito, and others re- 
paired in the month of May, to confer with the Saxon theo- 
logians. The conference lasted from the 22d to the 25th ■ 
on which day the Formula of Concord, which had been drawn 
up by Melancthon, was agreed to and signed. Both Luther 
and Bucer preached, and proclaimed the union which had 
just been concluded between the parties. (Ukert, i., p. 307 ) 
Page 171. " Gii,enat Wittemherg."~-'We findin the Table- 
talk (p. 320), " The secret marriage of princes and of great 
lords 18 a true marriage before God ; it is not without analosy 
to the goncubineship of the patriarchs." (This may serve to 
explam the exception in favor of the landgrave.) 

Page 173. " Our wine is poisoned."— In 1514, a ciUaen of 
Witlemberg, named Cl^mann Schober, followed Luther, ar- 
quebuss in hand, with the evident intention of killing him ■ 
he was arrested and punished. (Ukert, i., p. 323.) ' 

Page 175, "Leius . . . seat ourselves at his table." — Here 
h| was always surrounded by his children and his friends 
Melancthon, Jonas, Aurifaber, &c., who had supported him 
under his labors. A place at this table was an enviable 
pnvUege. " I would willingly," he writes to Gaspard Mul- 
ler, " have received K6gcl as one of my boarders, for many 
reasons ; but, young Porse Ton Jena being about to return 
soon, ray table will be full, and I cannot well dismiss my old 
and faithful companions. If, however, a place shall become 
vacant, which may occur after Easter, I will comply with 
your request with pleasure, unless my lord Catherine, which I 
cannot think, should refuse us her consent. (January Iflth, 
1536.) He often calls his wife, Dominus Ketlia. He begins 
a letter thus, which he wrote on the 26fh July, 1540 : " To 
the rich and noble lady of Zeilsdorf,* Madam, the docUiress 
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Calherino Luther, residing at Wittemberg, sometimes taking 
her pleasure at Zeilsdorf, my well-beloved spouse.' , . . 

Page 173. "father of a family. "—To Mark Cordel—" ka 
we have agreed upon, my dear Mark, I send you my son John, 
that you may employ him in teaching children grammar and 
music, and, at the same time, that you may watch over him, 
and improve his manners. If your care succeeds with this 
one, you shall have, if I live, two others, I am in travail 
with theologians. I would also brine ioto the world gram- 
marians and musicians." (August 36th, 1542.) 

Doctor Jonas remarked, one day, that the curse of God on 
disobedient cliildren was accomplished in the family of Luther, 
the young man of whom he spoke being always ill and a con- 
stant sifflerer. Doctor Luther added, " It is the punishment 
of his disobedience. lie almost killed me at one time, ever 
since which my strength has utterly failed mc. Thaaks to 
him, I now comprehend the passage where St. Paul speaks of 
children who kill their parents, not by the sword, but by dis- 
obedience. They do not live long, and have no real happi- 
ness. ... O my God ! how wicked tiiis world is, and in what 
times we live ! They are the times of which Jesus Christ 
has spoken : ' When the Son of man comes, thinkest thou He 
will find faith and charity V Happy are they who die before 
such times." (Tischreden, p. 48.) 

Page 175. " From women proceed children." — " Woman is 
the most precious of all gifts ; she is full of charms and vir- 
tues ; she is the guardian of the faith. 

" Our first love is violent ; it intoxicates us, and deprives 
us of reason. The madness passed away, the good retain & 
sober love, the ungodly retain none. 

" My gracious Lord, if it be thy holy will that I live with- 
out a wife, sustain me against temptations ; if otherwise, grant 
me a. good and piotia maiden, with whom I may pass my life 
sweetly and calmly, whom I may love, and of whom I may 
be loved in return." (Tischreden, p. 329-331.) 

Page 177, " Take another." — Lucas Cranach, the elder, 
had made a portrait of Luther's wife. When the picture was 
hung up, the doctor said, on seeing it, " I will have the por- 
trait of a man painted. I will send both portraits to the coun- 
cil at Mantua, and ask the holy fathers whether they would 
not prefer the marriage state to the celibacy of the priests." 



3d b, Google 



398 THE LIFE OF J 

Page 178. " We fmd an image of v 
riage which the authorities approve of, and which i 
ftgainst the word of God, is a good marriage, whatever may 
be tlie degree of consanguinity.". (Tischreden, p. 321.) 

He was loud ia his blame of those lawyers wlio, " against 
their own consciences, against natural law, and the divine and 
imperial, maintained aa valid secret promises of marriage. 
Every one ought to be left to settle the matter with his own 
conscience r one cannot force love. 

"Questions of dowry, nuptial presents, property, inherit, 
ance, &c,. belong to the civil power ; and I will refer all such 
to it. . . . We are pastors of consciences, not of bodies and 
goods." (Tischreden, p. 315.) 

Consulted in a case of adultery, he says, " You shall sum- 
mon them, and then separate them. Such cases belong ex- 
clusively to the civil power, for marriage is a temporal affair ; 
and the Church is interested no further than the conscience ia 
eoDcemed." (Tischreden, p. 322.) 

Page 179. " Ah ! Iioio my heart sighed after mine oion !" — 
During the diet of Augsburg he wrote to his son John. . . . 
" I know a lovely garden, full of children with golden robes, 
who wander about, playing under the trees, having plenty of 
fine apples, pears, cherries, nuts, and plums. They sing, and 
frisk, and are ail merriment. They have pretty little horses, 
with golden bridles and silver saddles. Passing before this 
garden, I asked the owner who those children were. He 
answered, ' Those who love to pray, to leam, and who are 
good.' Then I said, ' Dear friend, I, loo, have a child, little 
John Luther May not he oome into this garden to eat these 
beautiful apples and pears, to ride these pretty little horses, 
and play with tiie other children V The owner answered, 
' if he IS very good, and says his prayers, and attends to his 
lessons, he can come, and little Philip and little James with 
hira. They will find here fifes, cymbals, and other fine in- 
struments to play upon ; and can dance, and shoot with little 
crossbows.' As he spake thus, the owner showed me, in the 
middle of the garden, a beautiful meadow for dancing, where 
were hung fifes, timbrels, and little crossbrows. But as it was 
morning, and tlie children had not had their dinner, I could 
not wait to see the dancing. I then said to the owner, ' Dear 
sir, I shall write directly to my dear little John, to tell him lo 
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be good, to pray, and to learn, that he, too, may come into 
this garden ; but he has an aunt Madeleine, whom he doarlv 
loves, may he bring her with him V The owner replied, 
'Yes; they may come together.' Be, then, very good, my 
dear child, and tell Philip'aod James to be so, too, and you 
shall all come together to play in this fine garden. — I commend 
you to the care of God. Give my love and a Idss for me to 
auat Madeleine, Your loving father, Mahtin Luthee." 
(June ]9th, 1530.) 

Page 179. " li is tottching to see how each thing tfiai attracted 
his Tiotice." — " Philip and I are overwhelmed with business 
and troubles. I, who am old and emeritus, would prefer now 
to take an old man's pleasure in gardening, and in contemplat- 
ing the wonders of God in trees, flowers, herbs, birds, &c. ; 
and these pleasures, and this life of ease, would be mine, had 
I not deserved by my sins to be debarred them by these im- 
portunate and oiien useless matters." (April Sth, 1533.) 

" Let us endure the difficulties which accompany our call- 
ing with equanimity, and hope for succor Irom Christ, See 
an emblem of our lot in these violets and daisies which you 
trample under foot, as you walk on your grassplots. We 
comfort the people (?) when we fill the church ; here we find 
the robe of purple, the coloi of afflictions, but in the back- 
ground the golden flower recalls the faith which never fades. 

" God knows all trades better than any one else. As 
tailor, he makes the deer a robe which lasts nine hundred 



cooks and ripens everything by the fire of the sun? If. our 
Iiord were to sell the goods which be gives, he would turn a 
decent penny ; but, because he sives them gratis, we set no 
store by them." (Tischr., p. 27.) 

Page 181, " The decalogue is Oie doctrine of doctrines." — 
" I begin to understand that the decalogue is the logic of the 
Gospel, and the Gospel the rhetoric of the decalogue, Cbrist 
has all which is of Moses, but Moses has not all which is of 
Christ." (June 30th, 1530.) 

Page 182. " There wiU he a new Iteaven and a neto earth." 
— " The gnashing of teeth, spoken of in Scripture, is the last 
punishment which will fall off an evil conscience, the desolat. 
ing certainly of being for ever cut olT fram God." (Tischr., 
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p. 366.) Luther would thus seem to have entertained a more 
spiritual idea of hell than of paradise. 

Page 183. " Me'n, used, lo go on pUgrimages to the saints." 
— " The saints have often sinned and gone astray. What 
madness to be ever setting up their words and acts as infalli- 
ble jules ! JM these insensate sophists, ignorant pontiffs, 
impious priests, sacrilegious monks, and the pope with ail his 
train Itnow . . . that we were not b^tized in the name of 
Augustin, of Bernard, of Gregory, oi^ Peter, of Paul, nor in 
the name of the beneficent theological faculty of the Sodom 
(the Sorbonne) of Paris, nor in thai of the Gomorrah of Lou- 
vain, but in the name of Jesus Christ, our master, alone." 
(De Ahvgandd Missa Pnvala, Op. Lat. Lutheri, Witt., ii., p. 
245.) 

" The tmesainta are all authorities, all servants of the Church, 
all parents, all children who believe in Jesus Christ, who do no 
sin, and who fulfil, each in his way of life, the duties God 
requires of them." (Tischreden, 134, verso.) 

" The legend of St. Christopher is a fine Christian poem. 
The Greeks, who were a learned, wise, and ingenious people, 
have wished to set forth by it what a Christian oughtto.be 
ifihristopkoros, he who bears Christ). So with the legend of 
St. George. That of St. Catherine is contrary to all Roman 
history, &c." 

Page 183. " When we read atienthiely the prophets." — " I 
sweat blood and water to give the prophets in the vulgar 
tongue. Good God ! what labor ! how diflicult to persuade 
these Jewish writers to speak German. They will not for. 
sake their Hebrew for our barbarous tongue. It is as ii 
Piiilomel, losing her gracious melody, was obliged ever to sing 
with the cuckoo oae monotonous strain." fJune 14th, I528.J 
He says, elsewhere, that whilst translating the Bible, he would 
often devote several weeks to elucidating the sense of a single 
word. (Ukert, ii., p. 837.) 

Page 183. " WUh someikvig Jrom. the Psalms." — From his 
dedication of his translation of Psalm exviii. to tiie abbot 
Frederick of Nuremberg. ..." This is my psalm, my 
chosen psalm. I love them all; I love all holy Scripture, 
which is my consolation and my life. But this psalm is near- 
<st my heart, and I have a peculiar right to call it mine. It 
has saved me from many a pressing danger, from which nor 
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emperor, r 

me. Itis , 

power of the earth. . . . 

" But it may be objected, that this psalm is common to all ; 
no one has a right to call it hia own. Yea ; but Christ is also 
common to all, and yet Christ is mine. I am not jealous of 
my property ; I would divide it with the whole world. , . . 
And would to God tliat all men would claim the psalm as 
especially theirs ! It would be the most touching quarrel, the 
most asreeable to God — a quarrel of union and perfect 
charity.^' (Coburg, July 1st, 1530.) 

Page 185. " Of the Fa e — A he beginning of the 
year 1519, he wrote to J one D n e sheim a remarkable 
letter on the importance an a h n y of the fathers of the 
Church. "The bishop o Rone s ab e all the others in 
dignity. It is to him that ne mu add e s ourselves in all 
difficult eases and great needs bu I a w nevertheless, that 
1 cannot defend against 1 e (j eks h a supremacy that I 
accord to him. If I recognized the pope as the sole source of 
power in tlie Church, I must, as a consequence of this doctrine, 
treat as heretics, Jerome, Augustin, Athanasius, Cyprian, 
Gregory, and all the bishops of the east who were established 
neither by him nor under him. The Council of Nice was not 
called by his authority ; he did not preside either in person or 
by a legate. What can I say of the decrees of this council ? 
Is any one master of them ? Can any one tell which among 
them to acknowledge 1 It is your custom and Eck's to believe 
any one's word, and to modify Scripture by the fathers, as tf, 
of the two, they were to be preferred. For myself, I feel and 
act quite differently ; like Saint Augustin and Saint Bernard, 
whilst respecting all authorities, I ascend from the rivulets to 
the river that gives them birth. (Here follow many examples 
of the erroi-8 into which some of the fathers had fallen. Luther 
criticises them philologioally, showing that they had not under- 
stood the Hebrew text.) How many texts does not Jerome 
quote erroneously against Jovinian ? and so Augustin against 
Pelagius? Thus Augustin says that the verse of Genesis: 
' To make man in our own image,' is a proof of the Trinity, 
but there is in the Hebrew text, ' I will make man,' &c. — The 
Magister Sentendarum has set a fatal example by endeavoring 
to reconcile the opinions of the fathers. The consequence b, 
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■ that we have become a laughing-stock to the heretics when we 
present ourselves before them with these obscure phrases and 
double and doubtful meanings. Eck delights in being the 
champion of all these diverse and contrary opinions. Aad it 
is on this that our disputation will turn." (a.d. 1519.) 

" I always marvel how, after the apostles, Jerome won the 
name of Doctor of the Church ; and Origen, that of Master of 
the Churches. Their works would never make a single 
Chrisfiaji. ... So much are they led away by the pomp of 
works. Augustin himself would not have been a whit better, 
had not the Pelagians tried him and compelled him to defend 
the true faith." (AugiiBt 26th, 1530.) 

"He who dared to compare monkhood with baptism was 
completely mad, was more a stock than a brute. What ! and 
would you believe Jerome when he speaks in so impious a 
way of God ? when he actually lays it down, that, next to 
ourself, one's relatives should command our cares ? Would 
yoa listen to Jerome, so often in error, so often sinful ? Would 
you, in short, believe in man rather than in God himself? 
Go, then, and believe, if you will, with Jerome, that you ought 
to break your parents' hearts in order to fly to the desert," 
(Letter to Severinus, an Austrian monk, October 6th, 1527.) 

Page 186. " hut consider that ihe schoolmen in general." — 
" Gregory of Rimini has convicted the schoolmen of a worse 
doctrine tlian that of the Pelagians. . . . For although the 
Pelagians think we can do a good worlt without grace, they 
do not aflirm that we can obtain heaven without grace. Tha 
schoolmen speak like Pelagius when they teach that without 
grace we can do a good work, and not a meritorious work. 
But they out-herod the Pelagians when they add, that man, by 
inspiration of natural reason, may subdue the will, whilst the 
Pelagians allow that man is aided by the law of God." (a.d. 
1519.) 

Page 193. "Z regret not haeir^ more time to devote," — To 
Wenceslaus Link of Nuremberg : — " If it would not give you 
too much trouble, my dear Wenceslaus, I pray you to collect 
for me all the drawings, books, hymns, songs of the Meister. 
siinger, aad rhymes which have been written and printed in 
German tliis year in your town. Send me as many as you 
can collect ; I am impatient to see them. Here, we can write 
works in Latin, but as to German books, we are but appren. 
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tices. Still, by dint of our earnest application, 1 hope we may 
soon succeed, so as to give you satisfaction." (March 20th, 
1536.) 

Page 193. "no leiler looks than Msofs fables." — Tn l.'iSS, 
Luther translated a selection of jGsop's fables, and in the pre- 
face he says, that most likely there never was any man of that 
Dame, hut that these fables were apparently colleoted from the 
mouths of the people'. (Luth. Werke, ix., p. 455.) 

Page 195. " Singing is the best exercise." — Heine, Sevve 
des Deux Moades, March 1st, 1534: — "Not less curious or 
eignificant than Luther's prose writings, are his poems ; those 
eongs, which burst forth from him in his exigencies and diffi- 
culties — like the flower that struggles into existence from 
between the stones; a lunar ray shedding light on an angry 
ocean. Luther loved music passionately j he wrote a treatise 
on the art, and his own compositions are sweet and melodious. 
He obtained and merited the title of the swan of Eialeben. 
But he was anything hut a gentle swan in those songs of his 
in which he rouses the courage of his followers, and lashes 
himself into a savage ardor. The song with nhich (for 
instance) he entered Worms, followed by his companions, wa.s 
a true war-song. The old cathedral shook again at tlie 
strange sounds, and the ravens were disturbed in their nests 
on the summit of the towers. This hymn, the Marseillaise 
of iJie Reformation, has preserved to this day its powerful 
energy and expression, and may some day again startle us 
with its sonorous and iron-girt words in similar contests, 

" Our God is a fortress, 
A sword and a good armor ; 
He will deliver us from all the dangers 
Which now threaten us. 
The old wicked serpent 
Is betit on our ruin this day , 
He is armed with power and crail ; 
He has not his like in the world. 
" Your power will avail not, 
You will soon see your ruin ; 
The man of truth fights for us 
God has himself chosen him. 
Seek you his name ? ■ 
"Tie Jesus Christ, 
. The Lord of Sabbath ; 

There is no other God but He, 

Hu will keep his gi'nund, Hu will give the riewry. 
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" Were tlie world full of devils 

Longing to deyoTir us, 

Let us not trouble oursolvos aliou". them. 

Our undertaking mill succeed. 

The prince of this world. 

Although he grins at us. 

Will do U3 no harm. 

He is sentenced — 

One word will o'etthrow him. 
" They will leave us the word. 

We shall not thank them thevefore : 

The word is amongst us. 

With jta epirita and its gifla. 

Let them take our bodies, 

Otic goods, honor, our children. 

Let them go on — 

They will be no gainers : 

The empire will remain ours." 

Page 195. " Of PamiingJ' — The doctor was one day speak- 
ing of the talent and still of the Italian painters. " They un. 
derstand," said he, " how to imitate nature so wonderfully, 
that, beaiJes giving the coloring and form, they express tie 
very attitudes and aentimeots to such a degree as to make 
their pictures seem living things. The Flemish painters fol- 
low in the track of Italy. The natives of the Low Countries, 
and, above all, the Flemings, are intelligent, and have an ap- 
titude for leamiiig foreign languages. It is a proverb, that if 
a Flemiiag were carried to Italy or Prance in a sack, he would, 
nevertheless, learn the language of tho country."— (Tisch re- 
den, p, 434, verso.) 

Page 197, " Of Banking." — He says in his treatise de TJsu~ 
ris: — " I call usurers, those who lend at five and sis per cent. 
The Scriptures forbid lending on interest ; we ought to lend 
money as willingly as we would a vase to our neighbors. 
Even civil law prohibits usury. It is not an act of charity to 
exchange with any one, and to gain by the exchange, but 
thieving. A usurer, then, is a thief worthy of the gallows. 
At the present day, in Leipsie, the usual interest is forty per 
ctnt. Promises to usurers need not be kept. They are not 
to be allowed to communicate, or to be buried in holy ground. 
. ■ . The last advice that I have to give to usurers is this : — ■ 
They want money ! gold ! Well, let them apply to Hina who 
will not give them ten or twenty per cent., but a hundred for 
everv tRii ! His Ireasuves are inexhanstib'e ; he can give 
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without being impoyerished."— (Oper. Lat. Luth., Witt., i., 7, 
p. 419— 447.) ' „r(.,u .1 

Dr. Henning proposed this question to Luther, " It 1 had 
amassed money, and did not wish to part with it, and were 
asked to lend, could I then with a good conscience reply, I 
have no money 1" " Yea," said Luther, " you might so do 
with a safe conscience, for it would be the same as saying, I 
have no money to spare. . , . Christ, when he bids us give, 
does not mean to the prodigal and dissipated In this town 

I reckon the mc^t needy to be tlie scholais Then poverty is 
great, but, alas ! their laziness is greatei still And must 

I take the bread from the mouths of my wife and children, to 
give to Oiose whom no help benefits ? Certainly not (Tischre- 
den, p. 64.) 

Page 307. " The Rman, or imperial Jaw (mly mids by a 
thre(3.." — Still Luther preferred it to the Saxon law. 

" Dr. Luther, speaking of the great barbarity and rudeness 
of the Saxon law, said that things would go on belter, were 
the imperial law followed throughout tlie empire. But it is a 
settled belief at court that tha change could not take place 
without great confusion and mischief." (Tischredcn, p. 413.) 
Page 308. "to let ilw old d<^ sfeep."— In his last letter but 
one to Melancthon (February 6tb, 1546), ho says, speakmg of 
the legists, " sycophants, O sophists, O pests of mankmd ! 
: . . I write to thee in wrath, but I know not that 1 could indiie 
better, were I cool." . , . -,- ■ 

Page 308. " Pious jurist."— Ue wishes that their condition 
could be bettered, ,,. , 

" Doctors at law gain too little, and aro obliged to turn at- 
torneys. In Italy, 3 jurist has four hundred ducats, or more, 
yearly, whilst in Germany their salary is only a hundred. 
They ought to he ensured honorable pensions, as ought good 
and pious pastors and preachers. For lack of this, in order 
to support their families, they are obliged to apply to agricul- 
ture and domestic cares." (Tischreden, p. 414.) , . , 
Pa{,'e 71. Additions to Chaptek 3, Book v.— Confidential 
discussion between Luther and Melancthon. (a.d. 1536.) 

Melancthon inclined to the opinion of Saint Augustm, who 
held " that we are justified by faith and regeneration ; and 
who, under the name of regeneration, includes all the graces 
26* 



3d b, Google 



and virtues that y/& derive from God.* "What is your opi- 
nion 1'' ho asked of Luther ; " do you hold with Saint Augus- 
tin, that men are justified hy regeneration ?" 

LuTHEE replies, " I hold so, and am certain that the true 
meaning of the Gospel and of the Apostles is, that we are 
justified hefore God by faith gratis ; i. e. only by God's mere 
mercy, wherewith, and by reason whereof, lie imputeth right- 
eousness to us in Christ." 

Melakctiion then inquires, " But will you not allow me to 
Bay, Sir, that man is justified principaliler (principally) by 
faith, and mintts pnncipaliter (in the least measure) by works? 
yet in such manner that faith supplieth that which is wanting 
in the law?" 

Ltjthek. — " The mercy of God is our sole justification. 
The riabteousness of works is but external, and can by no 
means deliver us from God's wrath, and sin, and death." 

Melancthon. — " I ask touching Saint Paul, afler he was 
regenerated, how became he justified and rendered acceptable 
to God V 

Ltjthek. — " Solely by reason of Ibis same regeneration, by 
which he became justified by faith, and will remain so ever- 
lastingly." 

Melakcthon. — " Was he justified by God's mercy only ? 
or principally by the mercy, and less principally by his virtue? 
aod works V 

Ldther. — " No. His virtues and works were only pleasing 
to God because they wore Saint Paul's, who was justified ; 
like as a work ia pleasing or displeasing, good or evil, accord- 
ing to the person who performs it." 

Melancthon. — " Then it seems Saint Paul was not justified 
by meroy only. You yourself teach that the righteousness 
of works is necessary before God ; and that Saint Paul, who 
had faith and who did good works, pleased God as he would not 
have done if he had not these good works, making our right- 
eousness a little piece of the cause of our justification," 

Luther. — " Not at all. Good works are necessary, but 
not out of compulsion by the law, but out of the necessity of 
a willing mind. The sun must needs shine — that is a neces- 
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fflty j but it is not by reason of any law that he shines, but by 
his nature, by a quality inherent and immutablo. It was cre- 
ated to shine. Even so one that is justified and regenerate 
doeth good works not by any law or constraint, but by an un- 
changeable necessity. And Saint Paul saith, ' We are God's 
KorhmmsMp, created m Clirisl Jesus to good works,' ^c." 

Melancthon, — " Sadolet accuses us of contradicting our- 
selves, in teaching that we are justified by faith — yet admitting 
the necessity of good works." 

LuTHEE. — " It is, because the false brethren and hypocrites 
make a show, as if they believed that we require of them 
works, to confound them in their knavery." 

Melancthon. — " You say Saint Paul was justified by God's 
mercy only ; to which I reply, that if our obedience followeth 
not, then are we not saved, according to these words (1 Cor. 
ix.J, ' Woe is unto me, iflpreach not ilte GospeV " 

LuTHBE.. — " There is no want of anything to add to faith. 
Faith is all-powerful, otherwise it is no faith. Therefore of 
what value soever the works are, the same they are through 
the power of faith, which undeniably is the sun or sunbeam 
of this shining." 

Melancthon. — " In Saint Augustin, works are directly ex- 
cluded in the Hoids sold fide." 

LrTHEK. — " Whether it be so or no. Saint Augustin plainly 
shows he is of our opimon when he saith, ' I am ali-aid, but I 
do not despair, for I think upon the wounds of our Saviour ;' 
and elsewhere, m his Confessions, he saith : ' Woe be to the 
life of that human ciealure (be it ever so good and praise- 
worthy) that disregaideth God's mercy. . . .' " 

Melancthon. — " la it proper to say that righteousness of 
works is necessary to solvation ?" 

Ltjthee. — " Not in the sense that worjis procure salvation, 
hut that they are the inseparable companions of the faith which 
justifieth, as I, of necessity, must be present at my salvation. 
. . . ' I shall be there as well as you,' said the man they were 
taking to be hanged, and who saw the people running as hard 
as they could towards the galiows. . . . The faith, which is 
the gift of God, is the beginning of righteousness ; after that, 
the works are required which are commanded by the law, aad 
which must be done after and besides- faith. The works are 
not righteousness themselves in the sight of God, although they 
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adorn the person accidentally, who doeth them ; but they jus- 
tify not the person, for we are all justified one way, in and by 
Christ. To conclude, a faithful person ia a new creature, a 
new tree. Therefore all these speeches used in the law are 
not helonging to this case, as to say, a faithful person must do 
good works, the sun mitst shine, a good tree must hring forth 
good fruit, three and seven shaU be ten. For the sun shall 
not shine, but it doth shine, by nature unbidden; likewise a 
good tree bringeth forth good fruit without bidding. Three 
and seven are already ten, not shall be ; there is no need to 
tommand what is already done." 

The following passage is more to the purpose still : " I use 
to tliink in this manner, as if my heart were no quality or vir- 
tue at all, called faith or love {as the sophists do dream of), 
but I set all on Christ, and say mea formaUs jusiitia, that is, 
my sure, constant, and complete righteousness (in which is no 
want nor failing, but is before God as it ought to be) is Christ 
my Lord and Saviour." (Tischreden, p. 133.) * 

This passage is one of those which most strongly show the 
intimate connexion of Luther's doctrine with the system of ab- 
solute identification. It is plain how the German philosophy 
ended in that of Schelling and Hegel. 

Page 211. " Good and true divinity." — The Papists threw 
great ridicule on the four new Gospels : that of Luther, who 
condemned works ; that of Kuntius, who rebaptized adults ; 
that of Otho de Brunfels, who regarded the Scripture only as 
a purely cabalisfic recitation, surda sine spiritu narratio • and 
finally, that of the Mystics. (Coohlaeua, p. 165.) They might 
have added that of Dr. Paulus Riciug, a Jewish doctor, who 
published, during the diet at Ratiabon, a little book in which 
Moses and St. Paul demonstrated in a dialogue how all the 
religious opinions, which excited such disputes, might be re. 
oonciled. 

Page 213. " I saw a small cloud ofjire in the air." — " I in- 
cline to think from the comet, that some danger is threatening 
the emperor and Ferdinand. It turned its tail at first toivards 
the north, then towards the south ; tjius pointing out the two 
brothers." (October, 1531.) 

Page 314. « Michael Siwfel believes himself. *—" Michael 
Stiefel, with his seventh trjmpet, prophesies that the day of 
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judgment will fall this year about All Saints' Day." (Aug, 
Seth, 1533.) 

Page 237. " Tlie devil, m lruih,Jias not graduated." — " It is 
a wonderful thing," says Bossuet, " to hear how solemnly and 
earnestly he describes his waking with a sudden start in the 
middle of the night — manifestly the work of the devil come to 
dispute with him. The alarm which seized him ; the sweats ; 
the tremblings ; the horrible beatings of the heart in this com- 
bat; the pressing argumentsof the demon, leaving the mind 
not one instant of rest ; the tones of his powerful voice ; the 
overwhelming manner of the dispute, in which question and 
arkswer were heard at one and the same moment. ' I now 
understand,' saya he, ' how sudden deaths so often happen 
towards morning ; it is, that not only the devil can kill and 
strangle men, but that he has the power to set them so beside 
themselves with these disputes, as to leave them half'dead, as 
I have several times experienced.' " (De Abrogandtl Missi 
Private, t. vii., p. 232. Trad, de Bossuet, Variations, ii., 
p. 203.) 

Page 335. " At dinner, after preaching at Smalkalde." — He 
wrote to his wife upon this illness, " I have been like to one 
dead. I recommend thee and our eSiildren to God and to our 
Saviour, believing that I should see you no more. I was much 
moved as I thought of you ; I beheld myself in the tomb. 
The prayers and tears of pious people who love me, have 
found favor before God. This very night I have had a fevora- 
ble crisis, and I feel a ' new man.' " {February 27th, 1537.) 

Luther experienced a dangerous relapse at Wittemberg. 
Obliged to remain at Giotha, he thought himself dying, and 
dictated to Bugenhagen, who was with him, his Jast will. He 
declared that ne had combated papacy according to his con- 
science, and asked pardon of Melancthon, of Jonaa, and of 
Creuaiger, for the wrongs he might have done iJiem. (Ukerl, 
t. i., p. 325.) 

Page 235. " I helicoe my true malady." — Luther suffered 
early in life from stone ; and was a martyr to it. He was 
operated upon the 271h of February, 1637. " By God's 
grace, I am getting convalescent, and have begun to eat and 
drink, though my legs, ijnees, and joiais tremble so that 1 can 
with dilBcTilty support myielf I am only, not to speak cf iii- 
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firraitiea and old age, a walking skeleton, cold and torpid." 
(December 6th, 1537.) 

Page 243. " His last days were 'painfully employed." — He 
had tried in vain to reconcile the counts of Mansfeld. " If," 
saya he, " you would bring into your house a free that has 
been out down, you must not take it by the top, or the branoliea 
will stick in the doorway ; take it by the root, and the branches 
will yield to the entrance." (Tischreden, p. 355.) 

Page 247. — We here throw together several particulars rela. 
live to Luther. 

Erasmus says of Mm : " His morals are unanimously 
praised ; it is the highest testimony man can have, that his 
enemies even can find no flaw in tliem for caluiTrnv." f Ukert, 
t.ii.,p.5.) * 

Lufher was fond of simple pleasures. He loved music, and 
would often bear his share in a friendly concert, or play a 
game of skittles with his friends. Melancthon saya of him, 
' Whoever lias known him, and seen him oi^en and famiHarly, 
will allow that he was , a most excellent man, gentle an J 
agreeable in society, not in the least obstinate or given to dis- 
putation, yet with all the gravity becoming his character. If 
he showed any great severity in combating the enemies of the 
true doctrine, it was ixom no maJignily of nature, but from 
ardor and enthusiasm for the truth," (Ukert, t. ii., p. 12.) 

'_' Although lie was neither of small frame nor weak consti- 
tution, he was extremely temperate in eating and drinking. I 
have seen him, when in. full health, pass four days together 
without taking any food, and often go a whole day with only 
a little bread and a lierring." {Lfe of Luiher, by Melanc- 

Melancthon says, in liis posthumous works : " I have 
myself often found him shedding bitter tears, and praying 
earnestly to God'for.tlie welfare of the Church. He devoted 
part of each day to reading the Psalms, and to invoking God 
with all the fervor of his soul." (Ukert, t. ii., p. 7.) 
. Luther says of himself: " If I were as eloquent and gifted 
as Erasmus, as good a Greek scholar as Joaciiim Camerarius, 
as learned in Hebrew as Forscher, and ^ liltlp younger into 
the bargain, ah! what I would accomplish'" (Tischredt'n. 
p. 447.) 

" Amsdorf, the licentiate, is a tlieolD4i t b\ n tture doufars 
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Creviziger and Jonas are so from study and reflectioi; Bm 
doctor Fomer and myself seldom lay ourselves open m ai-gu. 
ment." (Tischreden, p. 425.) 

To Antoine Unruche, judge at Torgau. ..." I tliamt you 
with all my heart, dear Anthony, for having taken io hand 
the cause of Margaret Dorst, and for not having suffered those 
insolent country squires to take from the poor woman the little 
she has. Doctor Martin is, you know, not only theologian and 
defender of the faith, but also the supporter of the poor in their 
rights, who come to him from all quaiters, for his counsel, and 
intervention with the authorities; he willingly aids the poor, 
as you do yourself, and all who resemble you. You are truly 
pious, you fear God, and love his word ; therefore Jesus Christ 
will not forget you." . . . (June 2-2d, 1538.) 

Luther writes to his wife on the subject of an old servant 
who was about to quit their house : " Our old John must be 
honorably discharged ; thou knowest that he has always 
served us faithfully, with zeal, and • as became a Christian 
servant. How much have we not squandered on wortliiess 
people and ungrateful students, who liave made a bad use of 
our money ! We must not, therefore, be niggardly on this 
occasion, towards so honest a servant, on whom whatever we 
lay out will be laid out in a way pleasing to God. I well 
know we are not rich ; I would willingly give him ten florins 
if I had them ; in any case he must not have less than five, 
for he is not well clothed. Whatever more you can do for 
him, do it, I beg of you. It is true that he ought also to have 
something out of the city chest for the various offices he baa 
filled in the Churoh ; let them do as they will. Consider then 
how thou mayst raise this money ; we have a silver goblet to 
place in pawn. God will not abandon us I feel sure. Adieu." 
(February 17th, 1532.) 

" The prince has given me a gold ring ; but in order that I 
may well understand that I was not bom to wear gold, the 
ring has already fallen off my finger (for it is a little too large). 
I said, ' Thou art but a worm of the earth, and no man : this 
gold would better have become Faber or Eck ; for thee, lead, 
or a coi-d for thy neck, would suit tliee better,' " (^September, 
15tb, 1530.) 

The elector, on levying a tax for thowar against the Turiia, 
had exempted Lutlier from it. The latter said, ho acoeoted 



3d b, Google 



^t* THE LIFE OF LUTHER. 

tins mark of favor for his two houses, one of which (the ancient 
convent) it had cost him much to keep up without hringing him 
m anything ; and for the other he had not yet paid ; " But," 
continues he, "I pray your electoral grace, in all submission, 
to allow me to defray the assessment of my other possessions. 
I have a garden estimated to be worth five huadred florins, 
some land valued at ninety florins, and a small garden worth 
twenty. I prefer doing as the rest, fighting the Turks with 
my fai-things, and not to be excluded from the army which is to 
save us. There are enough already who do not give willingly ; 
I would not be a cause of jealousy. It is better to give no 
occasion for complaint, so that they canuot but say, 'Dr. 
Martin is also obliged to pay.' " (March 26th, 1542.) 

To t}ie Elector John. " Grace and peace in Jesus Christ. 
Most serene highness, I have long delayed bD thank your grace 
for the i-obes you have been pleased to send me ; 1 do ao now 
with my whole heart. Nevertheless, I humbly pray your 
grace not to believe those who represent me as in utter destitu. 
tion. I am but too rich, as my conscience tells me; it does 
not behove me as a preacher to be in affluence j I neither 
desire, nor ask it. The repeated favors of your grace truly 
tegm to alarm me. I should not wish to be of those to whom 
the Saviour says, ' Woe to you, ye rich, for you have received 
your consolation !' Neither would I be a burden upon your 
grace, whose purse must be in constant requisition for so many 
importunate objects. Already had your grace amply provided 
me by sending me the brown suit ; but, not to appear ungrate- 
1 k "''^' ^^^ wear in honor of your grace the black suit, 
although loo rich for me ; if it had not been a present from your 
electoral grace, I should never have put on such a dress. 

"I therefore pray your grace will have the goodness to wait 
until I take the libeily of asking for something. This kind- 
ness on your grace's part will deprive me of courage to inter- 
cede for others, who may be far more worthy of favor. Thai 
Jesus Christ may recompense your generous soul, is the prayer 
mat I olfer up with my whole heart. Amen." (August 17th, 
1529.) ^ ^ 

John the Constant made a present to Luther of the ancient 
convent of the Augustins at Wittemberg. The elector Angus- 
fus Imugjit it back of his heirs in 1564, to give it to the 
universiry, (Qkert, t. i., p. 347.) 
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Places inhabited iy Luther, and objects kepi in veneralim of 
Ida memwy.— The house in which Luther waa bom no longer 
exists ; il was burnt in 1089. At Wartburg, they still show 
a stain of ink on the wall made by Luther in throwing his 
inkstand at the devil's head. The cell which he occupied at 
the convent of Wittemberg has also been preserved, with the 
different articles of furniture belonging to him. The walls o. 
this coll are covered with the names of visitors : Peter the 
Great's name is to be seen written on the door. At Coburg 
they •how the room which he occupied dunng the diet ot 
Augsburg (a.d. 1530). , , . j 

Luther used to wear a gold ring, with a small death s head 
in enamel, and these words, Mori sape cogila (Thmk oft of 
death) : round the setting was engraved, O mors, ero mors tua 
(Death, I will be thy death). This ring is preserved at Ores- 
den, with the medal of silver-gilt worn by Luther s wife. On 
this medal is represented a serpent raising itself on the bodies 
of the Israelites, with these words : Serpens exaUatus typns 
Christi crucifad (The serpent exalted typifies Christ crucified). 
The reverse represents Jesus Christ on the cross, with this 
motto : Chrislus morluvs est fro peccaUs msUis (Christ died for 
our sins). On the one side one reads, JJ. Mart. Luter. 
Caterina 'sute dom B. H. F. (A present from Dr. Martin 
Luther to his wife). And on the other, Qua nata est anno 
1499, 29 Janaarii (Who was born Jan. 29th, 1499). _ 

He had also a seal, which he has himself described m a 
letter to Lazarus gpengler :—" Grace and peace in Jesus 
Christ. Dear Sir and friend,~You tell me I shall please you 
by explaining the meaning "f wnat you see engraved upon 
my seal. I proceed, thereloie, lo acquaint you with what I 
have had engraved on it, as a symbol of my faith. _ First, 
there is a black cross, with a heart in the centre. This cross 
is to remind me that faith in the Crucified is our salvation. 
Whosoever believes in him with all his soul, is justified. The 
cross is black, to signify mortification, the troubles through 
which the Christian must pass. The heart, however, pre. 
serves its natural color, for the cross neither changes nature 
nor kills it ; the cross gives life. Justus fde vivU sed Jide 
■CrucijU. The heart is placed on a white rose, to indicate that 
foath gives consolation, joy, and peace ; tho rose is white, not 
rod, because it is not the joy and peace of this world, but thai 
27 
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